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FOURTH 
ANNUAL REPORT. 


TO 

THE RIGHT HONORABLE LORD JOHN RUSSELL. 

Ptxyr Law Commission Office, 
Mt L0RD9 4th August, 1838. 

The approaching termination of the fourth year of our official 
^ployment again imposes upon us the duty of submitting to 
your Lordship the Annual Report of our proceedings. 

The performance of that duty^ at all times rendered difficult by 
the multifarious nature of those proceec&igs, becomes more em- 
barrassing at the present moment^ owing to the peculiarity of our 
position in reference to the conmiittees of the two biranches of the 
Legislature^ who have instituted a searching examination both 
into the general and special results of the administration of the 
Poor Laws^ under the regulations which we have issued^ and who 
We not yet closed their labours. 

Under these circumstances it is almost impossible for us to 
avoid the repetition or anticipation of facts which have been, or 
wiU be, made known to the public by those committees^ and the 
statement of inferences or opinions which possibly may not be in 
exact accordance with those which they may place before Parlia- 
ment in their Reports. 

Whilst adverting to the proceedings of those committees, we 
venture to express our regret that the systematic course of amend- 
ment we have adopted in fulfilment of the objects of the Act 
under which we derive our authority, should have been una- 
voidably exposed to a protracted scrutiny whilst it was confessedly 
incomplete ; and that so much of the attention of ourselves and 
of our Assistant Commissioners, which would otherwise have been 
bestowed on the defects within our view, or which must have been 
presented to us upon due revision, has been devoted to the sup- 
plying of information necessarily required by the committees mr 
the elucidation of so extensive a subject, — ^to the refutation t>f 
adverse statements, for the most part unfounded, which have been 
made to them or to Parliament, — and to the support of those 
main principles of the law, at the several Boards of Guardians, to 
which, although originally adopted with cordiality, they have in 
some instances become less disposed to adhere, in consequence of 
the supposed indications of doubt manifested by the Legislature, 
by the mstitution of these inquiries. 
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Progress made in the Formation of Unions. 
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la our Third Annual Report we stated to your Lordship that 
there were at that time 1,329 parishes in England and Wales^f^j 
which had not heen united or placed under the management of 
Boards of Guardians under the Poor Law Amendment Act. - 

Since that period we have formed 17 Unions, comprising 264 
parishes, as described in the following table : — 

Names of Unions fonned under the Hrovisions of the Poor Law Amendment Act, 
since the date of the Third Annual Report (17th July, 1837) ; also, the Number 
of Parishes included in each, with the Population, Aysraob Amount of 
Poor's-Rates, Date of Declaration, and the Name of the Assist ant-Com« 
MissiONER hy whose i(£[^OC]^ each yas fonned, to the date of thjs Report. 
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UNIONS. 

Number 
Parishc 

Popula- 
tion. 

Average 

Expendi- 

• ture. 

Date of 

Declaration. 

.» 

^ame of 

Assistant-Ck>m' 

ataissloner. 

Cumberland ; 



£. 




Carlisle . • • 

19 

35,027 

5,752 

7 April 

1838 

Mr. Vo 

Derby: 

• 

f 


' • 

I * 

ules 

Bakewell . . . 

50 

25,87Q 

6,392 

4Ji*ly 

1838 

Mr. Stevens 

Chapel-en-le-Frith 
Chesterfield *. ' . 

16 

10,448 

2,344 

6 Nov. 

1837 

Mr. Stevens 

34 

34,246 

8;760 

23 Sept 

1837 

Mr. Gulsbn 

Glossop . • J 

2 

9,631 

1,075 

ITNov: 

1837 

Mr. Stevens 

Hayfi^d • • p 

4 

^,493 

\>m 

IP Not. 

1837 

Mr. Stevens 

L^GASTER : 

Salford ' . . . 

4 

52,366 

Cnotde.') 
1. clared. 

15 June 

1839 

Mr. Power 

Leicester: 






• ' 

Barrow-on-Soar • 

30 

18,856 

7,417 

17 Aug. 

183? 

Mr. Hall 

Lough|)orpugh . 

24 

24,580 

7,021 

16 Aug. 

1837 

Mr. HaU 

Middlesex: " 

» 





* 

London, East % • 

4 

36,999 

19,233 

15 Nov, 

1837 

Mr. Mott 

Loqdon, W^st • 

7 

87,825 

17,522 

16 Nov. 

1837 

Mr. Mott 

Stafford ; 






■ 

JLeeK • • • • 

19 

i8,38;r 

5,564 
4,000 

4 Nov. 

1837 

Mr. Stevens 

NeweastYe-iufder-Lyide 

9 

16,476 

IMar. 

1838 

Mr. Stevens 

Stone .... 

10 

17,871 

6,491 

3 Jan. 

1838 

Mr. Stevens 

f^oolstanton, &c. • 

2 

23,567 

6,210 

17 Feb. 

1838 

Mr. Stevens 

York, W. RiDt^o : 

» 

> 1 ' 



• f 

> 1 

- Goble • • ' « • 

18 

10,531 

4,322 

29 Sept. 

1637 

Mr. Revans 

"jVoxtlqy • . • 

264* 

20,713 

4,962 

27 July 

1S38 

Mr* Gulson 

Totals . ' . 

392,895 

108,565 

• 

• 

• • 


Number of parishes not united under the Poor Law Amend-1 , «o7j. 

xnent Act; at dab of Third Annual Report . . . . J *>V'>f T 

Nupiber of P^rUhes united since date of T|iird Report • • 2741* 

Number of Parishes remaining ununited 1,Q63 

The following table, constructed nearly on the same principle 
as the similar table in our Third Report, exhibits the general 
result of our progress in this part of our duty. 

^ 13^ di^rettC9 between these numbers ma^ be accounted £or hy single parishes, 
&G., ^^^4 ,^ ^^^ip^^} ^p^ bein^f inclMde4 in this TaBle. 

f Ihe dinerence Isetween tks number ani the number stated near the top of this 
fA^, arises fioin certain parishes, under Local Acts, having at tliat time been con- 
sidered as one parish^ but now separately, enumerated* 
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^NafFOUR GILBERT'S UNIONS 
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HIUSK 


EASINCWOLO 
Tksse Ukiamj r^/lts^ ta ie disjodfed ajul tAiUS 

LEEDS, OTLEV, KNAR ESBOROUCH, 
RIPON,TA0CASTER, PONTEFRACT. 
Tksge. six 7MM9M wpuZd ifiifrfned €w huwv 
r^r^ertted^ hy tke Crimainv hawtdcu*^ iaut, 

joopuZatigfv eai^ceedutgf ^80,000- 

^. Power 


^^^kroTi 
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J4ep.] , Progress made in the Fov»<iiion of Unimt. 8 

A T:in.E ahoirinB tlie Number of Paiiilies, &c. in each County in EHaLum and 
WiLXG.with t£e Population according to the Cenaui of 1831; distinguishing 
the Namber of Parishes united uudei the Piovisiona of the Poor Law Amkhd- 
miiT Act, ths Numbei not to uoiled, and tha Number of those Incoiponted 
under 6ill)ett's Act, and other Local Acts, to the date of thisBepoit. 


COUMTIES. 
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1831. 
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li 
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1831. 

B<rk> 

gas- : 
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Daby . , 

d™. . . 
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Ullrl™ . . 
Sua . . 
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4 Places remaining ununited^^Crilbert Unions, ^c. J^4th 


Your Lordship will perceive from this table that there are still 
283 parishes incorporated under Gilbert's Act^ which compose 
12 unions^ and 5 parishes^ separately administered under that 
Act^ and 364 parishes incorporated tinder various local Acts^ and 
1 1 separate parishes under separate local Acts. The following 
tables present a summary of these several Unions^ incorporations^ 
and parishes. 

Names of Gilberfs Incorporations {under 22 Geo, III, c. 83) not yet Dis- 
solved, with the Number of Parishes^ ^c. in each. 


Name of Incorporation 
Catun • 
Headley . 
Farnborough 
Alstonefield 
East Prestoa 
Sutton • 
Bedworth 
Barwick . 
CSarlton • 
Ousebunij Great 
Preston . 
Ash 


County. 

Lancashire • 

Southampton • 

ditto • • 

Stafford * 

Sussex • • 

ditto • • 

Warwick . • 

York, West Riding 

ditto • • 

ditto • • 

ditto • • 

Surrey • • 


Number of Parishes. 

18 

3 

4 

. 44 

19 

16 

12 

. 42 

39 

40 

41 

5 


Total • • 283 
Names cf Single Parishes under Gilberfs Act, 

Name of Parish. County. 

Whitehaven • * •- • • Cumberland. 

Brinton • Norfolk. 

Melton CJonstable and Burgh Parva • ditto 

Alverstoke and Gosport • • • Southampton. 

Famham • • • • • Surrey. 

Total number • • • 5. 

List of Places under Local Acts^ with the Number of Parishes united under 

each, at the date of this Report, 


County. 

Chester • 
Devon • 

ditto • 
Gloucester • 
Kent » 
Middlesex 


Name of Incorporation. 
Chester, dty • » 
Exeter, city • • 
Plymouth • • 

Bristol • • • 

Canterbury, city • 
St. James and St. John, Clerkenwell • 
St. Giles in the Fields, and St. Geoxge,! 
Bloomsbury • • • ) 
St. Margaret and St. John, Westminster 
East and West Flegg Himdreds • • 
Forehoe Hundred • . • • 

Norwich, city 

Tunstead and Happing Hundred • 

Oxford, city • • • • • Oxford 

Shnhrsbury Salop 


ditto 

ditto 

Norfolk 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto 


Oswestry • 

Southampton, town • • • • Southampton 

Isle of Wight .... 

Bury St. Edmunds . . 

Mutford and Lothingland Hundred 

Samford Hundred . . . 

Chichester, city 

Coventry, city Warwick 

Salisbury, city • • • • « Wilts 
Kingston-on-HuU • • • • York, E. Riding 
Montgomery and Fool « » • Montgomery < 


ditto 
Southampt 

ditto 
Suffolk 

ditto 

ditto 
Sussex 


Number of Parishes. 

. 9 

. 22 

. 2 

. 26 

• 16 

• 2 


2 

22 

23 

44 

41 

13 

6 

14 

6 

30 

2 

24 

28 

11 

2 

3 

2 

12 


Total 


364 


Rep.] Jnconvenient Arrangements of Gilbert and other Unions. 5 

Single Parishes under Local Acts^ 


Parish. 



County. 

Stoke Damerel 

• 


■ DeTon. 

Manchester • 

« 


Lancaster* 

Islington • 

• 


Middlesex. 

St. Luke 

• 


ditto. 

St. Marylebone 

• 


ditto. 

St. Pancras • 

• 


ditto. 

St. Leonard, Shoreditch 


ditto. 

Whitchurch . 

• 


Salop. 

Brighthelmstone 

• 


Sussex. 

Birmingham • 

• 


► Warwick. 

Leeds . • 

» 


York, West Ridinc. 



Total Number . • • 11. 


We regret to be compelled to state, that unless additional faci- 
lities shall be afforded to us for the dissolution of these Gilbert's 
Unions, we can entertain no expectation of completing the local 
organization of the country in the way contemplated by the Poor 
Law Amendment Act, and in the manner most convenient for the 
public. Some of the Gilbert's Unions more especially interfere 
with the measures necessary for this purpose; and the annexed 
maps, 1, 2, 3, and 4, of several of these Unions, will show not 
only that they are extremely inconvenient in arrangement, but 
that they also effectually prevent a judicious combination of the 
townships and parishes which are intermixed with them. 

The defects in the organization and management of the Gil- 
bert's Unions, and the reasons which induce us to desire their 
dissolution, have been so frequently brought before your Lord- 
ship in our previous Reports, and in the evidence given before 
the committee of the House of Commons, that we think it unne- 
cessary to do more at present than to repeat the expression of our 
conviction, that the continuance of these Unions is not only not 
beneficial to the rate-payers of the parishes comprised in them, 
but that the administrative arrangements which are a necessary 
part of that system, while, on the one hand, they do not tend to 
the prevention or even the discouragement of the pauperism of 
the able-bodied, on the other hand do not afford to the really des- 
titute that certainty of adequate relief which it was the intention 
of the Poor Law Amendment Act to provide for them. 

With regard to the incorporations established under local Acts, 
as they were created under the special sanction of Parliament, in 
each case, it might be reasonably expected (as in fact we find) 
that they are generally compact and not inconvenient in form, 
although their existence, by depriving us of convenient centres for 
the Unions, has usually compelled us to adopt and retain arrange- 
ments far less advantageous for the surrounding districts. 

These incorporations, however, although all having the same 
principal object in view — namely, the reUef of the poor — ^present 
a most capricious variety in their respective constitutions. 

The following synopsis displays the numbers and qualifications 
of the governing bodies, the mode of their election, and the du- 
ration of their offices, with other niaterial particulars. 
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Conititution of Local Act Incorporations, Sjfc. 
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SvHOPsn of the NuMtiKfts and Qualvicatiovs of the Govkbhiwo Bon 


m 


UNITED DIS- 
TRICTS. 




District. 


Coventry, 
St. Michael 
and Holy 
Trinity pa- 
rishes (ex 
cepi places 
therein 
maintain- 
ing their 
own poor). 


Date of 
Local 
Act. 


Persons rated 
and possessed 
estates in fee for 
life. 10 years, &c^ 
of 50/. a-year, or 
being rated for 
preibises 6f 20/. 
yearly value 
either parish. 


City of 
Chester (d 
parishes). 


ELECTORAL BODY.. 


Of whom con- 
sisting. 


Functions, &c. 


MANAGING 


Of whom . 

consisting. 

Qualification, &c. 


Acorporatt9n of 

ofjguardians, with 

common seal; to 

Surchase estates, 
:c ; present 

workhouses vest- 
ed in them; to 
in] meet for each pa- 
rish sebarately 
oqce and choose 
18 .directors out 
of the most dis- 
creet of the guar- 
dians, yearly at 
Easter to appoint 
nine new direc- 
tors* and from 
time to time to 
supply vacancies ; 
to consent to bor 
rowing money. 


Eighteen electe^ di 
rectors. QuaUfica 
tibn — the being a 
guardian. Oath. 
Penalty lot not ac- 
cepting office. 


Nine balloted 
out yearly. Va- 
cancy by death, 
removal, and re- 
fusal to act. Ex- 
emption for five 
years after ser- 
vice. 


Paving, 
&c.,and 
poor. 


Parishioners of 
the several pa- 
rishes meeting in 
vestries within 20 
day» of 25th 
March yearly. 


To elect 
guaidians. 


74 


Duration of 

Office, 
Vacancy, &c. 


Meetings. 


GeneraL 


Qouier- 


Ordinar 


Byby« 
IsLwweel 
Seren 
qvaonu% 
five in, 
venuM 
of poott 


S» officio: mavor, 
recoroer, and alder- 
man. 74 inhabit 
ants of the city pos- 
sessed of and rated 
for estate* of 10/, 
yearly value, elected 
by the parishes. 
Charitable benefac 
tors or Uieir execu- 
tors^ elected by the 
guardians. Oath 
25/. penalty for e- 
lected guardians not 
serving. 


One year. Va- 
cancy oy death or 
refusal to serve. 
Not liable to 
serve again with- 
in three years. 


Moathli 


Wed 


ep.] 


# • * 

Constitution ofLdcal Act Intorpbirations; ij'tf. 


(ti« MoDii of tiieiT E£ccTioNi tinj (lie DuBAtidv oi their Ori icxs, ^c. 


BODY. 


aeueral Fiowen. 


*> keep sJind 
■rdians' common 
il; to make con 
sets after public 
psx-y to make 
|e-Iaws reflating 
lir own proceed- 
p and for govern 
ilfaepoor; to ap- 
)/at officers, trea- 
per, collector, 


btfc, surveyprs of families, or 


Kdu. mastet and 
iitress of work- 
Mue; to liorrow 
\jmi. on ra^ ; to 
ive a place of oo^ 
letion, 


Incorporated ; -to - To pro: 
Vie a common vide a 

nl; to porphase House of 
Kates; to piake Industry 
Hi-laws to be en-anaaplaee 
Red in the " Book of ^ correc- 
t Statutes ;" pre- tion ; to 
W workhouse compelper- 
dted in them; to sons not 
tuaon and, ex> maintain- 
line on oath wit- ingj their 
Vtes on any mat- families or 
■ttelating to the deserting 
vpontion ; to con- them, and 
Oct for the mainte- people who 
ttoe of the poor of b^ seek, 
^i places ; to ap- or want re- 
^goTernor^ tiear U^CtocoiUB 
*er, and auditor in and to 
foUyi clerk, as- detain I 
pant, master and them in the 


Non, beadle or 
^1 with salaries. 


Powers 
over 

In-door 
Poor. 


To main- 
tain and 
educate 
them; to 
provide 
wqrk- 
hojise ; to 
compel per- 
sons not 
mi|intain 
ing their 


threaten 
ing to leave 
them, or 

3 ?».«/>' 
inng 
f, th 
ooipe into 
the work 
house, . 
there to de- 
tain them 
and em- 
ploy them 
until satis- 
fied their 
costs; to 
hir^ out 
poor at har- 
vest or 
otherworkJ 
bnf not to* 


Pow^^over 
Children. 


1*0 _ put ap- 

Srentice and to 
ischarge qt 
hire out chil- 
dren^ 


manufacture silk goods 
otherwise than for hire, 
and at the usual and ac- 
customed prices. 


To apprentice 
poor children to 
the guardians 
and ouers, and 
to apprehend 
them oy the 
corporation 
warrant ^ if 
they desert. 


workhouse 
anc^employ 
them until 
the guar- 
dians think 
they can 

maintain I . , 

thepiselves, and until th^ 
idle personi have raised 
(above their maintenance) 
the&r charges; to hire out 
Ithflipoor. 


Powers o?er 

Ont-aoor 

Poor. 


To give oc 
casional re 
lief; to de- 
fray charges 
for burial of 
dead. 


See •• Over- 
seers." 


Powers over 
Vagrants. 


See " In- 
door poor." 


To enter 
poor's lodg- 
mg ^OQses 

find search 
br beggars 
and paupers ; 
to a^rehend 
rogues and 
detain them 
In the work 
pouse not ex 
Reding one 
year. 


Powem 
Incidental. 


Xo sue on 
bastardy] 
bonds ; to re- 
move pan 
Esrs; to al- 
w monies 
payable out 
of the poor 
rateb; to 

grant certifi 
catcjp. Not 
to ^xtend to 
almihooses. 


Not to ex 
tend to ahns- 
hottses and 
special dona- 
tion! ; bud ants, 
guardians to 
take .charity 
monies not 
spedfically 
appropriated. 


Ckmtrolling 

Authorities, as 

Juslloes,&c 


One justice 
may order any 
one director to 
give relief to a 
pibor |>erson in 
sudden iUnesa. 


Books ^ of the 
corporation 
Ofpen to inspec- 
tion of inhabit 


bo-oidinate 

or 

Sabordinate 

Authorities, 

«• Overt 

seers, &c. 


Overseers to 
make rat^, 
and pay mo- 
nies collect- 
ed to the trea 
sorer. 


Overseers 
may relieve 
casual pau- 
pers not 
moveable in- 
to the house, 
pav for bu- 
rifis. re- 
movals, and 
ement 

and 
er urgent 
caees to be 
allowed by 
tluree guar- 
dians in the 
ijiteryals of 
courts. 
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Conttitutioa of Local Act IneorporaUons, 8^e. 


f;4t 


87H0PSX1 of the NoMBiBs and QirALxno4Txom of th9 Govsbvuw Bodxks^ 


UNITED 
DISTRICTS. 


District. 


Boiougli 
of Bury St. 
Edmund's 
(St. Mary 
and St 
James 
parishes). 


City of 
Canter- 
bury, Q4 
parishes). 


Date of 

Local 

Act. 


21 6. 

9. paving 
and poor. 


IG. 2; 
5i6.3. 


ELECTORAL BODY. 


Of whom con- 
sisting.. 


Rated inhabit- 
ants of the pa- 
rishes meeting in 
vestry of each 
parish. 


Rated inhabit- 
ants of parishes. 


On their defoult. 
two justices. 


City of 
Chichester, 
and three 
other 
parishes. 


S6 6.2, 
lighting 
and poor. 


South- 
ampton, 
town and 
county o; 
town (six 
parishes). 


13 G. 3. 
high- 
ways and 
f poor. 


Rated inhabit- 
ants. 


Functions, &e. 


To elect 12 re 
nresentative guar 
aians once (17^9), 
and supply yearly 
succession of six 
on first Monday 
after 20th August. 


To meet ou last 
Tuesday in June, 
in churches of pa 
rishes, and elect 
38 guardians 
yearly. 


To appoint 
guardians. 


On their deibnlt, 
justices. 


To meet in ves- 
tries on Tuesday 
in Easter week, 
and elect 30 guar- 
dians. 


To appoint guar- 
dians. 


Rated inhabitants 


Churchwardens 
and overseers, in 
delhult of inhabit- 
ants. 

Justicei^ in de- 
fiiult of inhabit- 
ants and over- 
seers. 


MANAGING 


Of whom consisting, 
Qualiflcatiott. &o. 


B» officio : alder^ 
men, recorder, coro- 
ner, assistant, jus- 
tices, and capital 
burgesses. 12 per- 
sons chosen out o(to 
the honestest and 
discreetest inha 
bitants oeeupying 
tenements of St. 
yearly rent* and 
rated to the poor. 
10/. penalty for not 
serving. 


One half of the 
representatiTes to 
go out yearly. 
Vacancy by death, 
remoTal«or reftisal 
act. 


Es (^Udo : mayor, 
recorder, and jus 
tices of the city. 
28 elected guar- 
dians. 


Ex offido : tiie high 
steward, mayor, 
recorder, and jus- 
tices of the peace 
30 rated inhabitants 
elected : penalty for 
not serving. 


To meet in the 
vestries on Tues- 
day in Easter 
week, and elect 
18 guardians. 

To elect guar- 
dians. 


To appdnt guar- 
dians. 


Duration of 

Office, 
Vacancy, Ste. 


One year. Va- 
cancy on eeasing 
to be an iuhabi^ 
ant householder, 
or becoming 
bankrupt or in 
solvent. 


Elected yearly : 
not to serve longer 
than two years. 


Eaxtfficio : the 
mayor, bailifCB, re- 
corder, 8 senior al- 
dermen, resident 
justices of the peace. 
18 elected, rated, 
and possessed in 
one parish of es 
tates of 10/. yearly 
value, and in ottier 

Sarishes20/. Guar- 
ians may reduce 
qualification to 8/. 
and 12/. 


Yearly. Vacan 
cy by death or 
removal. 


Meetings. 


General. 


• • 


• • 


Ordiaairy. 


Monthly. 

Eleven i 
quorum. 
Penalty fa\ 
non-attend 
ance. 


Directors 
monthly. 


Monthly. 


Quar- 
terly. 


Monthly- 


>•] 
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tb* UovB of their ELKcrnnr, and tlie DniAnoir of thnr Ovficxg, fcc.^contiMed. 


BODY* 


Ccoeral Powers. 


jcorporated; to 
Re a commoii 
\i to purchase 
Ddi not exceeding 
Ni. a -year; to 
mmon and exa 
■Be witnesses on 
■th; to make bye- 
m : to elect ^over- 
Ht, deputy, ux as- 
■tauts, and a trea- 
annoally; to 
int clerk and 
officers with 
nes; to borrow 
I. 


Incorporated ; to 
iave a ooounon 
ftal; to purchase 
koAs, ftc. to the 
value or 400^ a- 
i^r; to make bye- 
^ws,tr} provide for 
i&thepoor; to ap- 
poiot committees, 
JRfident, reeeiver, 
derk, eoUectors, 
iRuarer, school- 
aaster; hospital of 
poor priests. Tested 
a corporation for 
tte benefit of the 
|Dor; to agree with 
lay parish in Kent 
fee receiving their 


Inoorporated ; to 
tte a common seal : 
jto make bye-l.iw«; 
^wley's Alms- 
We. vested in 
fbidians, and cer- 
Ua ields ; to sum- 
tm inhabitaiits, 
bd examine them 
II oath; tocontract 
All any parish in 
tmaex for main 
liiniag its iK»or; to 
^point president, 
basarer, and offi 
an;tosellormort- 
Pft the fields. 


Powers 
over 

In-door 
Poor. 


Powers over 
Childrea* 


To pro- 
vide a 
workhouse 
and House 
of Corree 
tion ; to 
compel 
laxy peo- 
ple seeking 
relief, tmd 
pour per 
sons receiving 
to come into 
or elsewhere 
to work. 


To detain poor 
children until 
16, and then to 
apprentice 
them to any 
person willing 
to receive them. 


collection, 

workhouse, 

to set them 


To com- 
pel va- 
grants and 
vagabonds, 
idle per 
sons and 
beggars, 
and all per- 
sons that 
seek reliel^ 
or on^ht to 
be relieved, 
to come 
into the 
house. 


To compel 
poor per 
sons seek- 
ing reliel 
to come in. 


Incorporated} to 
* common seal ; 
S oake bye-laws ; 
k purchase land;&c* 
it John's Hospital 
^(ted in them lor a 
*iikhonae; topnr 
^ another house 
ndaelltheold; to 
ttwA a president 
Q^ deputy, a trea- 
■KT, derk and.as- 
•>taBt, master, ma- 
*M, and porter; to 
«iae3,000f. on rates. 


Tocompel 
paupers to 
cone in. 


To detain poor 
children tilt 14 
years, and then 
to apprentice 
them. 


To detain and 
apprentice 
poor children 
whose parents 
are chargeable. 


To take in 


Powers over 

Ont-door 

Poor. 


Powers over 
Vagrants. 


To search & 
see what poor 
come into bo- 
lough; toap 
prehend vag- 
rants. 


Poor per- 
sons reftisiug 
to be placed 
in workhouse 
not to be en 
titled to any 
relief; but 
guanUans 
may make 
allowances to 
sick, lame, 
ancient, and 
disabled 
poor. 


Two guar- 
dians may 
stfud persons 
asking relief! rants 
of any of the 
parishes into 
the work- 
house. 


To relieve 


poor children poor persons 
whose parents out of the 
are chargeable, workhouse, 
and to appren- 
tice them. 


To appoint 
beadles to r« 
move the 
poor. 


To direct 
constables to 
compel vag 
to come 
into the 

workhouse. 


To appre- 
hend va- 
grants, and 
commit them 
to the work 
house. 


Powers 
IncidentaL 


Not to ex- 
tend to alms- 
houses. 


Controlling 

Authorities, as 

Justices, &e. 


To inquire 
into settle- 
ments and to 
remove pan 
pers; and to 
remit and 
rectify rates 
Rating own- 
ers of small 
houses. 


To provide a 
House of Cor- 
rection. 


To grant 
certificates; 
tosueonbas- 
taidy bonds. 
Rating land- 
lords of small 
houses. 


Co-ordinate 

or 

Sabordinate 
Authorities, 
as Over- 
seers, &c. 


Overseers to 
make rates, 
and pay mo- 
nies collected 
to the trea- 
surer. 


One justice to 
have power to 
admit paupers 
into workhouse. 
Two justices to 
consent to co; 
rection and re- 
mission of rate. 


One justice of 
the town may 
order the trea 
surer to pay 
to persons in 
casualty, acd 
dent, or sudden 
illness, any 
reasonable 
sum untU next 
court. 


Overseers to 
collect rates, 
and pay mo- 
nies collect- 
ed over to 
treasurer. 
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CoTtstitutim ofLodal Act I^ctnporattons, ^c: [41 

Stvopsis of the Nvmbkrs and QuiHiriciTioirs of the OovntiHiro BooicSj, i 


UNITED DIS- 
TRICTS. 


District 


Bristol. 
city and 
county of 
city. 


Exeter, 
city and 
county 
city. 


olG 


HuU, 
town (two 
parishes 
and one 
lordship 
in eight 
wards). 


Plymouth 
town and 
borough. 


Date of 
Local 
Act. 


J 


G.4f 
1 W. 4, 
c. 4. Ori- 
ginal 
Acts 7 & 
8 W. 3, 
c. 32, &c. 
repealed 
Dpck, 
paving, 
and poor 


9 & 10 
W.3;31 
.2; 14 

g: 3, c 
61; 25 
G.3,c.l0, 
s. 4; 28 
G, 3, c. 
76. 


5 G. 4. 

Original 
Acts. 9 & 
10W.3i 
8 Ann } 
16 G. 2, 
repealed. 


6 Ann 
32 G. 2 
26 G. 3. 


ELECTORAL BODY. 


MANAOil^G 


Of whom qoa- 
sisting. 


Rated inhabit 
ants, or traders oflseveral 
the wards. 


Rated inhabit- 
ants paying id. 
per week to the 
poor. 


To meet in ward 
courts, and elect 
40 guardians J to 
elect commission 
ers. 


Inhabitants of 
town rated for 
premises of 20/. 
rental per annum 
therein. 


Fauctions, &c. 


Of whom 

consisting. 

Qualification, See. 


To meet at the 
ward 
couits, and elect 
24 gnardians, on 
first Thursday in 
April, every se 
con^ year, and 
from time to time 
to supply vacan 
cies. 


Extffioio: mayor 
and aldermen oflfour 
the city, the senior 
churchwardens 
the x^^'ishes : 24 
elected % quaUficjt 
tion — ^being of the 
class of nonestest 
and discreetest in- 
habitants or traders 
to serve under a pe- 
nalty of 20/., &c. 


Ss officio:, mayor^ 
aldermen. 40 guar- 
dians by election, 
paying 3d. per week 
for the relief of the 
poor. Charitable 
benefactors of 50/., 
if elected by the cor- 
poration. 


To meet in Sep 
tember. 1824, and 
elect 16 new guar- 
dians. 


Elected for three 
years; each ward 
to hold court to 


24 guardians conti- 
nued for life. 16 
elected and io be 
aptx>inted amongst supply suocession 
the wards, to be ' ' ^' 

assessed of estate 
of 100/. and hited, 
oir being ratqd at 
2U/. per annum ; 
^alty for uotserv 
ing. 


Duniionof 

Office.. 
Vacancy, &e. 


Elected to serve 
years. Va- 
caocy .by death, 
insolvency, dis- 
ability, or refusal 
to act Exemp- 
tion fbr six years 
after service. 


Vacancy by be 
coming iddermen, 
non-residence for 
year, non-at- 
tendance for 
year, banlumptey, 
insolvency, -or 

Sying less rate 
u '6d. weekly. 


of its ^ardians 
Exemption for 20 
years after ser- 
vice; re-elSgible. 


Meetings. 


GeneraL 


Every 
two . 
mouths. 


Ordinarv. 


Monthly. 


Every 
two 

months ; 
eight 
quotum. 


Committee! 
w^eekly. 


Rep.] 


Goiisiituiidn ^f Local Act Incorporations, S^c. 


the HoDlE of Cheit El<ctiok, asid the DdbItiov of their Ofticks; &c.— cmtinv^d. 


BOBT. 


General t^owers. 


I Incorporated as 
.|ovemor. deputiy- 
^Ternor, , assist- 
jaats, and guardi- 
ans; to appoint a 
eommon seal ; to 
make bye-laws, 
with fines of 20«.; 
to appoint oommit- 
(ees. goremoTs, de- 
paty, and L2 asrist- 
snts i to sommon 
inhabitants, &c. ; 
property of pld cor- 
poratkm vested in 
them; to appoint 
clerk, treasurer ; to 
exercise aU the 
powers of over- 
leers; to summon 
overseers tq meet 
Hid appoint col- 
lectors. The hos- 
pital to be a lunatic 


Powers 
over 

In-door 
Poor. 


To compel 
vagrants, 
beggars, 
and idle 
persons, 
not main- 
taining 
their &mi- 
lies, to 
come into 
the work 
house to 
work, and 
detain 
them until 
they re^ay 
the cost of 
their main 
tenance. 


Incorporated as 
fovemor, deputy- 
governor, assist- 
ants, and guardi- 
ans ; to make hye- 
laws; to constitute 
oflSceis; to erect 
a workhouse; re- 
quired to contract 
openly for provi 
sons, &C., amount- 
ing \a aeSO yearly ; 
to raise £11,000 on 
(ates. All diarita- 
ble gifts to the poor 
to be paid to the 
eorporatiun. 


asylum. 


A. corpwatlon of 
the goverUOT, de- 
poty governor, as- 
sistants, and ^uar- 
^ns ; to appoint a 
nnunon seal ; to 
oake bye-laws,with 
iOi. fine; to pur- 
chase five acres of 
UDd ; to appoint 
governor, deputy 
governor, eight as- 
■utants, treasurers, 
and assistant over 
wers yearly. The 
vorkhouse Tested 
>n them; to, have 
care of all the poor. 
A special court may 
^poae of or alter, 
&C., workhouse. 
To raise hfmi. on 
ntes. 


To compel 
idle poor 
to come 
into work- 
house ; to 
employ the 
poor in the 
house. 


To employ 
the poor in 
the house. 


Powers over 
Children. 


To detain and 
work poor chil 
dren left to be 
maintained by 
the city or beg 
ging, or whose 
parents > wish 
their children 
to be put in the 
hospital until 
16, and then 
to apprentice 
them till S3 
years of age. 


Powers over 

Out-door 

Poor. 


To provide 
for all the 
poor. 


To establiiih a 
school in the 
workhouse for 
the education 
of poor chil 
dren. 


Powers 

over 

Vagrants. 


To compel 
idle persons, 
beggars, and 
vagrants to 
go into the 
house, and to 
detain them. 
Special pro- 
visions as to 
Irish va- 
grants. 


To search 
and see what 
poor persons 
come into, or 
reside, in the 
city} to ap- 
prehend va- 
gabonds, &C., 
keep them at 
work, not ex- 
ceeding one 
vear. 


Powers 
Incidental. 


ConttolllDg 

Authorjities, at 

Justices, &c. 


To remove 
paupers ; to 
appeal, &c. 
Rating land 
lords of small 
houses. 


Two city jus 
tices maj dis 
charge vagrant 
sent into work 
house. Annua 
estimates to b 
laid before cit; 
justices. 


Corporation 
not to have 
any power 
over alms- 
houses or 
hospital. 


Commissioner 
of parishes ti 
determine as 
sessments, fa 
audit accounts 
and visit work 
houses. 


May exa- 
mine for and 
search ppor 
persons com- 
ing i^to. or 
inhabiting 
the town. 


To have all 


overseers; to 
appoint as- 
sistant - over- 
seers to col- 
lect the rates. 
The work 
house to be 
a lunatic asy- 
lum. Chari 
table gifts to 
the town, &c^ 
to be received 
by the corpo- 
ration. Rat- 
ing landlords 
of small 
houses. 


Municipal cor 


the. powers of poration of th( 


town to appoint 
auditors of ac< 
count. 


Justice to con- 
sent to addi- 
tional ■assess- 
ment.'' 
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Constitution 0/ Local Act Incorporations, 8;e. 


[4dl 


St vopflis of the KtTMBXRs aiid{QuAT<incATiov8 of the GovntmNO Boxnxs. 


UNITED DIS- 
TRICTS. 


District. 


Shrews- 
buryCseven 
parishes) 
poor united 
district, ex- 
cent cha- 
pelries, &c. 
maintaia- 
ing their 
own poor, 


Norwich, 
city and 
county of 
city ; 49 pa- 
rishes and 
hamlets. 


2 W. 4, 
C.51. Ori- 
ginal 
Acts, 10 
Ann; 42 
G. 3; 7 
and 8 0. 
4 ; all re- 
pealed. 


St. James 
and St. 
Paul, unit- 
edparishes, 
county of 
Gloucester, 
subiirb ofjand 
Bristol. 


City of Ox 
ford, II pa- 
rishes. 


Date of 
Local 
Act. 


ELECTORAL BODY. 


Of whom con- 
sisting. 


7 G. 4, 
c. 141. 
Original 
Act. 24 
G.3,c.l5. 
repealed. 


Persons rated for 
tenements of 10/ 
annual value not 
liaving received 
parish relief for 
6 months. Clerk 
of guardians to 
send to church 
warden a list of 
persons who are 
assessed in more 
than one p^irish, 
stating the parish 
in which they in- 
tend to vote. 


2W.4,c. 
89.0rigi 
nal Acts, 
27 G. 3, 
and 38 G. 
3, poor 
pav- 
ing Acts, 


11 G. 3. 


Rated inhabit 
ants of the district 
possessed of es 
tates of 70/. yearly 
value, and inha 
bitants assessed 
at SO/, for pre 
mises in Uie dis- 
trict. 

Vestry. See "Ma 
naging Body." 


Occupiers of tene 
ments witliin the 
district rated to 
the poor. 


Parishioners of 
the several pa- 
rishes, having by 
law power to vote 
in vestry, or seven 
of them. 


Functions, &c. 


A corporation, 
with common 
seal; to purchase 
lauds not exceed- 
ing 50/. yearly 
value ; to hold 
house of industry; 
to hold courts 
quarterly to ap- 
point auditors and 
accountants. 


To meet at ves- 
tries of several 
pariBhes,and elect 
ti3 guardians, vo- 
ting on a scale, in 
July, yearly. 


MANAGING 


Of whom 

consisting. 

Qualification, &c. 


Directors conti- 
nued; each parish 
vestry to nominate 
a list of guardians 
as fit to be directors 
(guardians voting 
at vestry on a scale), 
and directors to sup 
ply from lists the 
succession and va 
cancies iu the direc 
tion. Penalty for 
not serving. 


Sixty-three elected 
guardians resident 
in city rated for te- 
nements therein in 
sums of 5/., and not 
being a city justice, 
constable, alehouse 
keeper, or publican. 
Penalty Jbr not 
serving. 


To meet 20 day* 
after third Mon- 
day in September 
yearly, aud elect 
6 commissioners; 
to siipply vacan- 
ciet--(by ballot and 
rotation) among 
the 18 named and 
their successors ; 
3 ftom the east 
and 3 from the 
west part of the 
district. 


To meet in ves 
tries on Sunday 
after 24th June, 
yearly, and elect 
34 guardians. 


Duration of 

Office, 
Vacancy, &e. 


Four directors to 
go out of office 
annually. Vacan- 
cy by refusal to 
act. 


One year. Va- 
cancy by death, 
bankruptcy, and 
insolvency*. Ex- 
empted for three 
years after ser- 
vice. 


Meetings. 


General. 


Quar- 
terly. 


Monthly 


Ordinary. 


Weekly 
board. 


Eighteen named 
commissioners; fu- 
ture commissioners 
to be possessed of 
real estate of 40/. 
yearly value, and 
rated as occupiers 
of tenements within 
district, or be occu- 
piers of tenements 
within the district, 
of 40/, yearly value. 


Tlie named com 
missioners to go 
out of office six 
yearly by ballot j 
future commis- 
sioners to go out 
by rotation year 
ly. Vacancy by. 
death, disqualin 
cation, not acting, 
bankruptcy, in 
solvency, retail- 
ing beer, &c. 


Ex offkw : the 
ma^or, aldermen, 
assistants, town- 
clerk, and solicitor. 
Charitable persons, 
or their heirs, ex- 
ecutors, administra- 
tors, or next of kin, 
elected by guar- 
dians. Elected, 34 
being inhabitants 
of city, renting or 
possessing an es- 
tate of 10/. yearly 
value, and paying 
poor rates; penalty 
tor not serving 
when elected. Oath. 


Yearly election. 
Vacancy by death 
or refusal to act. 
Exemption ibr 
five years. 


Yearly 
for ac- 
counts. 


Month 
ly; nine 
a quo- 
rum. 


First fixed, 
and subse- 
quent ones 
byatyoura- 
ment; three 
a quorum. 


Weekly ; 
five a quo- 
mm. 


' 


p.] Ctmstituticn of Local Act Incorporations, ^c» 

the Mods of tlieir Elxottov, and the BuAATioir of their Orricxs, Sec— continued. 


BODY. 


GeDeralPoven, 


I To appoint clerk, 
bnsarer, steward, 
ekapUin, master, 
ad matron, and 
tt^ offieers ; to 
km committees ; 
V) make rules and 
ffdera. Debt ol 
C86<.iOi.onmort- 


To dedde ques- 
tions of fispoted 
deetion in parish> 
n; incorporated as 
gorenor, deputy 
governor, and guar- 
niui; to purchase 
land. &c.; work- 
^oQie. &C., vested 
in tbon. with power 
b enlarge it, &c. ; 
to choose goyemor 
ud deputy, and 
|eierk, treasurer, 
and other officers 
annually ; to ap- 
point a common 
wal; tomakebye- 
lawi ; to have all 
the powers of over- 
ners; to borrow 
23^000/. 


Incorporated ; in 
Tested vith all the 
powers of oveneers. 


lowers 
over 

In-door 
Poor. 


To ma- 
nage and 
employ the 
poor in the 
work- 
house. 


To employ 
them in 
any work. 


Powers OT«r 
Children. 


No poor child 
inhabiting out 
of and not be 
longing to city 
to he appren 
ticed to a jour- 
neyman weaver 
without consent 
of corporation, 
and corpora- 
tion may re- 
move tnem if 
bound. 


Incorporated ; to 
We a common 
<al; to make bye- 
Isvs, to purchase 
)ud ; to build work 
^Miie and house 
nrrRction; to elect 
Hid nominate offi 
ten annually ; to 
1^10,0002. ;ioap 
^nt permanent 
'ifioen; to assess 
|iA eqaai pound-rate 
'b'wghout the city; 
^ invest aarplus 
iVQings of poor; 
(8 saamon witness- 
•^ and exatnine on 
ouh. 


To employ 
all the 

£)or : to 
rce in 
and detain 
oflidle and 
disorderly 

E!r8onB;to 
t out 
poor; guar 
dians may 
contract to 
empli^ the 
poor of 
anypaxifih. 


Powers over 

Out-door 

Poor. 


See Justices' 
powers. 


To keep until 
14 years of age, 
and then bind 
apprentice chil- 
dren main- 
tained by the 
guardians. 


Powers 

over 

Vagrants. 


To appoint 
special con- 
stables. 


To examine 
what poor 
persons are 
come into, in- 
habiting, or 
residing 
within the 
parishes, and 
to receive 
them Into 
workhouse. 


Powers 
IncidentaL 


To take has- 
tardy securi 
ties ; to cause 
survey and 
valuation of 
parishes to 
be made not 
oftener than 
seven years ; 
to compound 
with land- 
lords of tene- 
ments under 
8/. yearly 
rent for rates. 


To enter, 
with a con 
8table,hoases 
wherein the 
poor or beg 
gars lodge or 
are ; to re- 
move them 
into the 

house, and 
detain them 
one year. 


To make 
rates; to de 
fend appeals, 
take securi- 
ties, &0. 


Controlling 

Authorities, as 

Jostlees, flee. 


Accounts to be 
lodged at quar- 
ter sessions. 


Vestries 
and, in cas< 
of necessit 
overseers, 
may sen 
persons 1 
house. 


On refusal of 
guardians, 
three city jns- 
ti^s may order 
weekly sum or 
relief in work- 
house for 21 
days. 


Justices to al 
low poor-rates. 


To receive 
charity mo- 
ney of any 
one parish. 
& apply the 
same for all 
parishes, but 
not to have 
power over 
almshouses, 
hospital, or 
charitable 
buildings, or 
special dona- 
tion. Rating 
owners of 
small houses. 


Co-ordina' 

or 
subordinat 
Authoritiei 
as Over- 
seers, &c. 


Overseers 
discharged 
from all d 
Ues with 
the district 


Overseers 
not to pt 
monies, e 
cept as ■] 
cially direi 
ed by Acts 
Parliament 
may reliei 
poor persQ 
irremoveat 
to the hooi 
if allowed 1 
5 guardian 
to bury, i 
move, and 1 
settlement! 


Constitutim of Local Act Jncorporation^f Sj^o. [4tl 

Stvofbis of the Numbebs and QuALfncATioi^s of the GoviBNiRa Bodies, 


UNITED 
DISTRICTS. 


District. 


t. Marga 
•t and St. 
}hn, 

r'estmin- 
er. 


Date of 

Local 

Act 


25 G. 2, 
poor aud 
paving. 


ELECTORAL BODY. 


Of whom 
consisting. 


Churchwardens 
aud vestrymen' of 
the parishes. 


t. Oiles- 
i-the- 
elds, and 
t. George 
llooms- 
ury, joint- 
Y and ve- 
larately. 


II G. 4. 

Ic. ]0. 


Functions. Sec. 


To meet in the 
^estry*room8 df 
the respecUve pa- 
rishes, and a: 


'£ 


point 30 and 20 
directors or go- 
vernors of poor on 
Friday, in Easter 


MANAGING 


Of whom consisting, 
Qualification, &c. 


Chnrchwardens and 
oversaerst and 50 di- 
rectors, being sub- 
Btantial and discreet 
persons, resilient in 
the parishes. 


Duration ofOffioe, 
Vacancy, &c. 


Yeariy. 


week, yearly. 


Vestrymen of 
each parish, i.e. 
ex officio : rectors 
aud churchwar- 
dens; and 84 re- 
sident bontsehold 
ers, otie-half rat 


In joint vestry, 
on or within a 
month after S5th 
March, to elect 
24 Erectors to 
supply vacancies; 
albo to appoint 


ed on 75^ and the overseers, trea 


remainder on 50/. 
assessment, elect- 
ed by inhabitants 
rated on 85/. as- 
sessment. 


St. James, 
vlerken- 
srell. Mid- 
llescx. in 3 
listricts,St 
Tames and 
U. John. 


U G. 3. 
c. 23 
amended 
ii3iQ.3,c 
44. 


Bast and 
\YestFlegg 
[iimdreds, 
Norfolk. 


Ex officio : rectors 
and churchwardens, 
^4 elected directors; 
qualification — being 
vestrymen. 


surer, clerk, chap- 
lain, matron and 
governor of work 
house, collector, 
aud assistant 
overseers. To 

make rules for_ 

their government, with 5/. penalty. To 
make poor rates. 


Meetings. 


Gefier a 


Yearly; vacancy 
by death, disqua 
liflcatioti. iucom 
petency'toact. 


Ordinary. 


Inhabitants of 
both district)* pay 
ing to the rates for 
church and poor. 


15G.3,c. 

13. 


Mutfbrd 
and Lo- 
tliingland 
huddred, 
Sussex. 


To meet in the 
vestry of parish 
on Tuesday in 
Easter week year- 
ly, or one month 
uier. to appoint 


Justices. 


Ex officio : ministers, 
churchwardens, and 
overseers of the two 
districts. 63 named 
guardians; qualifica 
fion — being aki inha- 
succeesors on va- bitant of the district 
cancies among for which elected, as 
tojsessed and paying to 
poor rate at SO/, year 
ry. or possesioi of 
$001. real or persona) 
estate. 


Vacancy by a 
death, reftisal to 
act, or' removal 
from parish. 


guardians ; 
make out a list of 
8 for overseers. 
To appoint «£uur 
overseers of St. 
James ftom list. 


Persons seized 
of tenements of guardians with 


30/. yeariy value 
in the hundreds ; 
acting county jus- 
tices ; possessors 
or occupiers uf te- 
nements of 80/. 
yearly value ; re- 
sidents possessed 
of 200L a-year f n 
the county. 


common seal ; to 
purchase land; to 
meet once and 
ballot for 24 direc 
tors : to meet 
yearly, and, with 
directors, appoint 
24 acting guard! 


4 G. 3, c. 
89; 3 W. 
4, c. 49. 


Incorporated as Twenty-four direc- 


Wonthly. 


Eight directors to 
go out by ballot 


every year ; guar 
dians and direc- 


tors selected. All re- 
sidents in the hun 
dreds or in Great Yur 
mouth, possessed of tors to choose 
200/. a-year, whereof eight others, and 
30/. is in the hundreds; fill vacancies by 
and the heiri appa- death, removal, or 
rent of persons having 
double that amount, 


Quar- 
terly. 


ans. and quarter- 24 acting gnardTans. 18 
ly to appoint 12[quarterly managers, 
directors and 


resignation. Act 
ing guardians to 
go out yearly ; ma 
nagers quarterly. 


giuirdians to provide for poor. 


Persons seised 
of estates rated in 
the hundred at 
30/. yearlv value; 
resident justices, 
rectors, and vl 
cars ; occupiers 
rated at 60/. year 
ly value. 

Vestries, &c., see 
*' Managing 
Body." 


A corporation of 
guardians, with 
common seal^ to 
meet onoe aud 
choose 24 direc- 
tors; after build 
ings completed to 
meet onoe and 
supply vacancies 
among directors. 


Managers 
weekly. 


Twenty-four elected 
directors from guar^ 
dians. and 36 acting 
guardians elected at 
vestry meethigs in 
each parish in June 
yearly, or, in' defiiult 
of parish, nominated 
by directors and act- 
iqg guardians. 


In case of mismanagement, at meeting 
called by desire of 10 or more guardians 
possessed of estates In the hundred of 
60001. yearly value to elect (Urecton 
denow* 


Of acting guar 
dians yearly, and 
vacancy among 
them by non-re- 
sidence, tnsolven- 

y, death, or 168S 
jif qualification, 
supplied by pa- 
risn ; ' Vacancy 
among direct6rs 
by death' or re 
moval,' supplied 
l|by directors and 
acUng gttardUas.l 


Quar- 
terly. 


Committee 
of flftteu 
weekly. 


J 
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ix Mods of ibeix ELscnoir. and the Pubatiov of their Oftiois, &c— coiiitiiiied. 


BODY. 


, Poweri. 


»make rules for 
ting the poor. 


bfxercise aSl the 

rna and aatho- 

I relating to the 

.maintenance, 

i employment of 

poor, which 

led to 

or gnar 

I of pariah poor 

to ap- 

: oommitteet. 


b app<^nt trea- 
fVT, clerk, and 
lector; to make 
H, orders, and 
^lations ; to 

tain and em- 
f all the poor : 

purchase land 
1 baUd voik- 
lae, or enUtrge 

present; to raise 
^Li toseU orer. 
islands. 


Directors to ehoose 
teasarer,elei|L, and 
^ber officers ; to 
Ruchase land and 
Mild worklioiise, 
»i ruse f.OOOr 
Krectors and act- 
li; ^oardiafia to 
take bye-lavs « to 
moiot steward, 
ptter, matron, &c. 


k. 


Powers 
over 

In-door 
Vobr. 


To con> 
tract for 
malnten< 
ance 

poor; to 
employ the 
poor. 


To pay for 
children main- 
tained in the 
of Grev Coat Hos- 
pital ; to receiTe 
children beg- 

ffing,and detam 

dicm until SI years of age 


To con- 
tract for 
buildings, 
provisions, 


Jq main 
tain and 
em|)loy 
poor in 
work- 
honse; to 
contract 
for their 
mainteu' 
anee. 


To employ 
podr;tolet 
out poor 
to reward 
the indns- 
trious ; to 
dismiss 
poor to 
their rela- 
tions. 


electors to ap- 
treasurer and 
; to liorrow 
.; to pnfchase 
and erect 
of Industry. 
ors and act- 
jjuardiana to 
governor, 
,and clergy- 
It; to odntract 
r employin|[ the 
*i to appoint 
iBitteeaalqnar> 
ifneetingl 


Building 

Earts. 1. 
ospltalfur 
aged and 
children } 
S. able 
poor ; 3 
House of 
Ckirrectiou.lseers 
Rewards 
to be given 
toindustri 
onk out 
ptofltit 


Powers over 
Children. 


Powers over 

Out-door 

Poor. 


To bind narish 
poor children, 
as overseers. 


Poor children 
maintained by 
guardians to 
remain — > boys 
till 16 and girls 
till 14; to be 
apprenticed. 


At weekly 
meetings 
may direct 
money to be 
paid to out- 
poor for tif eir 
immediate 
relief. 


Pirectors and 
acting guar- 
dians to make 
out a list ofjlies 
children in the 
house fit for ap- 
prenticing, and 
to order over- 
of the pa- 
rishes to find 
masters ' quar 
terly, but not 

give more 

than S0/« premium; 
out or discharge them. 


of to 


Powers over 
Vagrantfe. 


Powers 
Xiicldental. 


Roads, &c. 


Charitable 
gifts to joint 
parishes, and 
not particu- 
larly appro- 
priated, to be 
paid to the 
treasurer in 
aid of the 
almshouse 
fund. Direct 
ors may sub- 
scribe to hos- 
pitala. Rat- 
ing hindlords 
of small 

houses. 


Rectors and 
bishop to ap- 

Erove of chap- 
lin. Justices 
to confirm ap- 
pointment of 
overseers. In 
habitants ta 
elect auditors. 
Justice may or 
der relief to 
poor in interval 
of directors' 
meetings. Ap- 
peal to vestrymen ttom acts 
under their rule^, and to 
quarter sessions. 


Parishes 
sniTering the 
unsettled 
poor to dwell 
therein, to 
bear their 
charges. 


Voluntary 
gifts to be 
paid to trea 
surer, but 
private cha- 
rities not af- 
fected ; to 
grant oertiA- 
cates. 


To advance 
loans to de- 
serted fami- 
and re- 
coyer them 
from hus- 
bands before 
two justices. 


To appre- 
hend persons 
having nolbe 
means or em 
plovment, 
and refusing 
to work for 
common wa 
ges, and to 
treat tliem as 
vagabonds. 


to let 


Voluntary 
donations to 
received 
by t|ie trea- 
surer. 


Controlling 
Authorities, as 
Justices, &c« 


Churchward- 
ens andvestrfes 
to confirm rules. 


Co-ordinate 

or 
Subordinate 

Authorities, 
tt Overseers, 


Vestry, &c., 
to make 
rates. 


If assistant- 
overseers be 
appointed 
ovrrseers not 
to intermed- 
dle with ma- 
nagement. 


Overseers to 
make ' rates 
on default of 
vestry, &c. 
Overseer 
may order 
supply of 
clotning or 
victuals' to 
persons not 
in the work- 
bouse, for 
immediate 
relief. 


Bye-laws to be 
confirmed at 
quarter ses- 
sions. Justice 
to make' order 
on refusal of 
directors to dis- 
miss poor after 
ipi|licatioa by 
their relntions. 


Overseer not 
to relieve ex- 
cept by order 
of three 

guardians. 


Justices to ap 
(K)int two spc 
cial constables 
of the hundred 
Accounts to be 
laid before 
quarter ses- 
sions. 


Overseers to 
take bas- 
tardy bonds. 
SeeChildren. 
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Sthotctb of Oie NuMBSM and QvALiri04Txoin of tlie Govnviiro BoDng, 


UNITED DIS- 
TRICTS. 




ELECTORAL BODY. 


MANAGINa 


Diitrict 


Stamford 
hundred, 
Suffolk. 


Date of 

Local 

Act 


39 G. a 
Original 
Act, 4 G. 
3,repeal' 
ed* 


Tunstead 
and Hap- 
pinff huu 
areas, Nor- 
folk, except 
North Wal 
sham. 


Forehoe 
hundred, 
Norfolk, 
except Ho- 
ningVam 
parUh, un- 
less on eer 
tain condi' 
tions. 


25 G. 3. 
c. 27; 6 
6.4. 


Of whom con- 
sisting. 


Persons seised of 
estates within the 
hundred rated to 
the pour at 30A 

Jreariv value, or 
easenold at 50/, 
yearly value; act- 
ing justices 
peace residing 
within the hun- 
dred, or within 
five miles thereof; 
rectors and vicars 
in the hundred i 
and occupiers ol 
tenements rated 
at 60/. yearly 
value. 


Persons possess- 
ed of estates in 


16 6.3. 
C.9; 
S3 6. 3, 
c.29;29 
6. 3, c. 
4 ; 54 G. 
3, c. 44 : 
3 W. 4, 
c. 107. 


30/. yearly rentor 
value ; residant 
county justices, 
resident rectors 
and vicars: and 
resident occu 

fiers of lands of 
00/. yearly value. 


Functions, &c. 


Of whom consisting, 
Qualiflcationy &c. 


A^corporation of 
guardians, wiUi 
common seal; to 
purchase land, 
but not to take or 
hold for more than 
five years, except 
ofi House of Indus- 
try at Tatting- 
stone, &c., which 
is vested in guar- 
dians. Poor per- 
sons applying for 
relief to be uuder 
the management 
ot the guardians. 
To meet once and 
ballot (with the 
directors named) 
for 24 acting guar- 
dians. 


A corporation of 
guardians, with 


the hundreds of common seal; to 


Twenty4bur indi- 
viduals named as 
directors. 24 elect- 
ed acting guardians; 
qualification of di- 
rectors and acting 
guardians— >the be 
ing a guardian* 


Dnratkmof 

OiBce, 
Vacancy, &c. 


Meetings. 


General. 


Residents pos- 
sessed of estates 
in the hundred 
60/. yearly valua, 
or of estates in 
the county 
100/. yearly va 
lue ; non-resi- 
dents possessed 
of estates in the 
hundred of 100/. 
yearly value; 
county justkes; 
rectors and vicars 
of parishes. 


meet once, and 
choose 94 direc- 
tors by ballot Af- 
ter buildings are 
completed, to 
meet once, and 
elect 36 actins 
guardians and 
supnly vacancies 
of mrectors. In 
case of misma- 
nagement at 
meeting called by 
desire of 10 or 
more guardians, 
possessed of es 
tates in the hun 
dred of 6000/. 
yearly value, to 
choose directors 
de wvo. 


A corporation 
of guardians, with 

of common seal \ at 
quarterly meet- 
ings to elect and 

of supply S4 direc 
tors nom the re- 
sident guardians, 
qualified by es 
tate or in the 
commission of the 
peace; eight to be 
resident at Wy- 
mondham. 


The 84 elected di 
rectors to be seised 
or possessed of es- 
tate or benefice in 
the hundred of 80/. 
per annum, or 60/. 
in the hundred auditors 
40/. in another hun- 
dred. Persons seis- 
ed of 300/. per an- 
num, or heirs appa 
rent to 600/. per an- 
num, to act as direc- 
tors. 


Twenty-four di- 
rectors chosen by 
guardians; 38 act- 
ing guardians cho 
sen by inhabitants 
of the parishes, 
rated at 7/. 10«. per 
annum and up- 
wards, in vestry 
assembled. 


Vacancies in the 
directors by 

death, disqualifi- 
cation, or written 
refusal to act, to 
be filled by the 
surviving or re- 
maining direc- 
tors. Succeeding 
acting guardians 
to be appdnted, 
and vacancies 
among them sup- 
plied by the di- 
ructors and act- 
ing guardians. 


Directors and 
acting guardians 
to discharge 8 di- 
rectors bv ballot 
yearly ,ana choose 
eight new direc- 
and to elect 
36 actinff guar- 
dians, and to sup- 
ply vacancies. 


Quar- 
terly. 
Nine a 
quorum, 
whereof 
six to be 
dinct- 
tors. For 
non-at- 
tendance 
5/. and 
50s. pe- 
nalty. 


Ordinary 


Quar. 
terly. 


Directors during 
life and rest 
dence ; acting 
guardians yearly, 
and vacancy by 
death, bankrupt- 
cy, or insolvency. 


Committe 
of 12 weeli 
ly ; 3 a qu< 
rum. 


Committee 
weekly. 


Quar^ 
terly. 


Commil 
tee weekly 


I 
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tlie Moi>< of tlieir Election* and the Dvbation of their Oiticks, &c.— <;on<tii««d. 


BODY. 


kaeral Powers. 


t antract for ad- 
unal land not 
Keding 40 acres ; 
h ap a House 
iRctioD ; to make 
^laws at qwur- 
\i meetinps ; to 
[estates fpven to 
liihes for there- 
f of the poor, with 
putit of over- 
in : to distribute 
|Kies, donations, 
sums of money 
Lthed to the 
(of the poor.with- 
tpaiticalar direc- 
to the distri 
: to appoint a 
^>goTernor, and 
»n, suzseon. 
scnool- 
*r, constable ; 
borrow. 14,OO0iL 
ntes. 


of try 


Powers 
over 

In-door 
Poor. 


To use or 
alterHouse 
of Indus- 
; tohite 
oot pan 
pets ; to 
contract 
with per- 
sons for 
employing 
the poor; 
to dismiss 
the pour 
whose 
friends will 
maintain 
them, or 
who can 
maintain 
them- 
selves. 


i>i»ctors to choose 
^arer and cleric; 
k« choose three di- 
Mon from guard- 
ba not qnainfied; 
ii contract for land ; 
kiacloae 20 acres 
I commons, with 
■Msent; to erect 
kilding; to raise 
liAOO^ on rates; 
ItH sell, dispose 
rfhoasei and land 
^Ten to the poor, 
wb eonscat of the 
IBuh; to take 
•rin^of water for 
ttehoaae. Directors 
Md acting guard- 
hu to make bye 
^ : to appoint 
pernor, matron, 
Argeon, schoolmas- 
iR.aadcleigynan. 


Boildinga : 
1. For aged 
and in- 
firm. 
S. For chil- 
dren. 

3. For able 
poor. 

4. Infir- 
mary. 

5. Luna- 
tics. 

6. Chapel. 
To reward 
the indus- 
trious. 


E 


To makebye-Iaws ; 
k appoint commit- 
^. and, on de 
i of vestry, to 
acting guard- 
on vacancies; 
kippotnt a clerk, 
^orer, fcc. Di 
Mbttto porchase 
ibd and bnild 
'7khonse,and bor 
A 11,000/. on rates 
itLre acting goard- 
chosen. 


To let out 
poor at har- 
vest 
Parts 
the buiU 
ing: 

1. For aged. 
S. Chil- 
dren, 
a Able- 
bodied, 
i. Infirm 


ary. 
& Lunatic. 


Powers over 
ChUdren. 


To apprentice 
poor children 
maintained in 
the bouse, and 
any other poor 
children of the 
parishes, to oc- 
cupiers and tra 
ders within the 
hundred, or to 
the ffovemor of 
the house, or to 
the sea service. 
Occupiers, &c., 
bound to re- 
ceive the ap- 
prentices. 


At quarterly 
meetings to ap- 
prentice any 
children to oc- 
cupiers or tra- 
ders in the pa- 
rish to which 
they belong, in 
proportion to 
the number 
children, and 
their a 
ments : fine to 
be premium 


To apprentice 
poor cnildren. 
whether they 
of have resided in 
worlihouses or 
not, or been 
maintained by 
corporation; to 
dismiss chil< 
dren whose pa- 
rents will mam- 
tun them. 


Powers over 

Out-door 

Poor. 


To prose- 
cute idle and 
disorderly 
persons as 
rogues ; to 
apprehend 
idle persons 
refusing to 
work for 
usual wages ; 
to appoint a 
constable. 


Directors 
and acting 
guardians 
may order oc 
casioual re- 
lief to poor 
though not in 
the house, 
and not set- 
oftled in the 
hundred. 


To lend mo- 
ney to fami- 
lies or absen- 
tees, &c., and 
relieve poor 
out of the 
hou . 


Powers over 
Vagrants. 


Directors 
may appoint 
special con 
stables andlthers 
governor ; 
and may exe 
cute war- 
rants. 


Powers 
Incidental. 


To sue 
bastardy 
bonds. 


on 


After appli- 
cation to the 
directors for re- 
lief, and to the 
overseers for 
work, one jus- 
tice may order 
that poor per- 
sons be em- 
ployed by some 
inhabitant of 
the parish, and 
if not employed 
accordingly, 
may order the 
overseers to 
make a weekly 
allowance to 
them; to con- 
sent to appren- 
ticeship. Ap- 
peal to quar- 
ter session 
against ac- 
counts. 


To com- 
pound with 
putative (a- 


Not to af- 
fect private 
charities, &c. 


Controlling 

Authorities, as 

Justices, &c. 


Overseers 
to pay legal 
charges out 
of rates ; to 
deliver to di- 
rectors an ac- 
count of es- 
tates given 
for the relief 
of the poor; 
to notify to 
directors the 
coming in of 
thieves, 
rogues, single 
women with 
child, &e., 
under a pe- 
nalty. 


One justice to 
order relief on 
an unforeseen 
accident, and to 
persons not 
settled; to 
consent to ap- 
prenticeship in- 
dentures ; to 
order occupiers 
to employ the 
industrious 
poor, and to 
give allowances 
to them, if not 
employed. 
Quarter-ses- 
sions to ap- 
Erove of bye- 
kWB. 


With appro- 
bation of ju»> 
tices the pa 
rishes in vestry 
may agree to 
employ theirlmay 
poor out of the 
rates. Just ' 
may appoint 
constable for 
the hundred. 


Co>ordinate 

or 
Subordinate 
Authorities, 
as Over- 
seers, &e. 


Overseers, 
by order of 
two or more 
directors or 
guardians, 
may relieve; 
to give no- 
tice, under 
penalty, of 
strangers 
inliabiting 
I»arishes and 
single wo- 
men with 
child : to dis- 
pose of rents 
of charity 
estates to 
meritorious 
poor, not 
paupers. 


Overseers 
may relieve 
poor of their 
ownparishes, 
but directors 
control 
them; to sue 
bastardy 
bonds. 
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Stnofbis of the Kumbbbs and QuAiixrioATioHs of the Gov«iiinir<i Bodiei 


UNITED DIS- 
TRICTS. 




Distiiet. 


Montgo- 
mery and 
Poole, and 
13 other 
placet in 
countiei 
Montgo* 
mery and 
Salop. 


Date of 

^Local 

Act. 


6 G. 4. 
Original 
Acts, 32 
6. 3, c. 
96 and 

G. 3. 
c. 38, re 
pealed. 


ELECTORAL BODY. 


Of whom 
consiating. 


of 36 


Oswestry 
hundred 
and two 
other pa- 
rishes* 
Salop. 


Inhabitanta 
rated and pos 
sessed of estates 
of 30/. yearly va- 
lue, or 500/. per- 
sonal estate, and 
persons rated for 
estates of 15/^. 
yearly Yalue. 


31 G. 3i 


Isle of 

Wight 


11 6.3; 
16 O. 3, 
C.53. 


Rated inhabit 
ants possessed of 
SOL a-year ; inha- 
bitants rated fur 
tenements in th^ 
place of 10/. 
yearly value; and 
rated inhabitants 
possessed of 500/ 
personal estate. 


Persons possess 
ed of, and rated 
at 50/. a-year ; 
rectors and vicars 
of the parishes; 
persona rated for 
100/. a-year. 

Vestries, gee 

ooay." 


Panctions, &q. 


A corporation of 
guardians to have 
a common seal; 
to elect the first 
24 directors; to 
purchase land ; 
House of InduB- 
try vested in 
them ; to appoint 
auditors; to make 
bye>law8; to re 
move and to vary 
distribution, but 
not the number 
of directors. 


MANAGII^ 


Of whom 

consisting. 

Qualification, &c. 


Es officio ; county 
justices andbatliffs 
of the borough. 24 
directors, by elec- 
tion of guardians; 
qualification — the 
being a guardian, 
20/. penalty for not 
serving. 


A corporation of 
guardians ; to 
elect directors, 
and the present 
poor-houses vest- 
ed in them; to 
meet quarterly. 


A corporation of 
guardians, with 
common seal; 
power to pur 
chase land ; to 
choose. 24. direc- 
tors once. Work 
house at Park 
hurst vested In 
them. 


Ex officio t mayor, 
deputy-mayor of 
Oswestr)'. Elected 
15 directors; quali- 
fication—the being 
a guardian. 


Directors to select 
36 acting guardians 
firom lists of persons 
yearly nominated 
by vestries of pa 
rishes. Qualification 
of directors and act- 
ing guardians— the 
being a guardian. 
Penalty for guaid 
ians not aotiing. 
Parishes under as 
sessments pf 60/. to 
join others in re- 
turning repreienta 
tives. 


Duration of 

Ofiice, 
Vacancy, &c. 


Yearly eight to 
go out of ofiice; 
new election by 
directors out of 
three nominees of 
vestry of each 
parish' Remov 
able by guard- 
ians. 


To ballot out five 
among them- 
selves, and out of 
the lists returned 
by vestry meet- 
ings to ballot in 
five new directors 
yearly: not to 
serve again with- 
in five years. 


Directors and 
acting guardians 
annual ; succes- 
sion of directors 
filled by them< 
•elves by ballot 
flrom amooggaar 
dians. 


Meetings. 


Greneral. 


Of^ar- 
dians an- 
nual and 
quar- 
terly. 


Ordini 


DirecJ 
week 


Quar- 
terly. 


Direc/ol 
weekl] 


Quar- 
terly; 15 
a quo 
rum. 


Weekly 


fep] 
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the Mods of their Elbctxoh, and the Dubation of their Chmczs, Sec—eonHaued, 


^^ 


^■T 


iODY. 


Krai Powers. 


■.ike rules ; to 
and repair 
H of Industry ; 
■tract for'main- 
igtheDQor J tp 
liat a chaplain. 
nrer. clerk, go- 
». Btevard^and 


Powers 
over 

In-door 
Poor. 


To provide 
for poor in 
the house; 
to employ 
them; tu 
send per 
•cms ^fleet- 
ed with 
contagious 
disorders 
to over- 


Fowonover 

Children. 


»-"•—»■ 


f 

I 

i?iiTcbase lan^t; 
kU and convev 
KDt poor-faott8c» 
I lands j to pro* 
i%r the mainte- 
Ke and employ- 
Kof the poor of 
I town, except 
kpeople, &c. ; to 
kpart of ground 
wial place; ^ 
fe bye-laws ; to 
tt a chairman; to 
^t a governor, 
l>OD> steward, 
1 eoqstable; to; 
Rnr 13,0002. on 


To 

pel 


Powers over 

Out-door 

Poor. 


PDversovmr 

Vagrants. 


To appoint 
special con- 
stables. 


Powers 

IncidentaL 


Controlling 

Authorities as 

Justices, &c. 


m^m* 


idle 


Arsons to disdtarge them 


come into 
the house ; 
to hire out 
Inmates, 


■»*^i^**" 


To a|>pxeat)ee 

children and to 


from the hoqse. 


i^i treaenm To ma- 
\ eierk and ofB- oage the 
^ aanoally; to poor per- 
ut eommitCeejsons ioca- 
uaagement; ISpable ofjmaleB 
VSX3 and acting providing 
for then) 


to make 

to raiselselves in 
the iMurish 


Kans 

^l. OD rates ; to 

iUworkhouses.es of the 
island j to 
let out poor 
to harvest 
work. 


Poor ehildren 
to remain under 
the guardians 
till 18, and fe- 

till 16 
then to be dis* 
missed or ap- 
prenticed to oc 
cupiers, or to 
the sea servicet 
or governor of 
the house. 


To appoint 
constable 
and a person 
to search oat 
poor and to 
remove thepi 
to the house ; 
to apprehend 
vagrants and 
detain them, 
not exceed- 
ing one year. 


Commission- 
ers appointed 
to liquidate 
debts by a 
sinking fund. 


»■ 


Not to ex- 
tend to poor 
in almt- 
honses. 


'i.i i* 


Any one di^ 
rector may 
order over- 
seers to give 
temporary 
relief out ofjin 
the house in 
cases of ca- 
sualty or ae- 
oessity. 


To ap^- 
hend idle 
persons not 
maintaining 
their families 
the island. 
[This power 
is given 
the guard- 
ians, or any 
one of them, 
probably by 
mistake for 
the directors, 
or one of 
them.] 


I^" - ! < 3 m 


T« remove, 

&c. ; to sue 
on bastardy 


bonds 


to 


tary 
toibutions 


Co-ordinate 

or 
Subordinate 
Authorities, 
as Over- 
seers, &c. 


Overseers 
may send in 
poor and re- 
quire their 
discharge. 


Overseers 
allowed such 
sums as di- 
rectors may 
think proper 
for the relief 
of sick not 
reipovable to 
the house, 
and for bury- 
ing dead. 


give certifl 
cates. Volun 
contri 
to- 
wards the 
purposes 
the Act 
be paid to 
the treasurer. 


'9"^"*" 


Justices to 
consent to ap- 
prenticeship 
Two justices 
may order re- 
lief to be given 
to poor persons 
who have ap 
plied to direc- 

ofltoxa in vain. 

to 


See "Out 
door poor.'* I 
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20 Variety and Inconsistency of the Local Acts. [4tli 

We invite your Lordship's especial attention to this catalogue 
of legislative experiments. 

There are to be found amongst them almost every form of mu- 
nicipal constitution which can be conceived. In this, we find 
popular election, uncontrolled by the qualification of the candi- 
date, or the duration of his office. In another, the directly oppo- 
site principle of a self-continuing Board, with life-hold office. 
Between these extremes we have every gradation of popular control 
on the one hand,' or irresponsible action on the other. 

The infusion into the Boards of Management of the resident 
county magistrates of the district, which takes place in Unions 
established under the Poor Law Amendment Act, is by no means 
uniformly provided for as respects the local Acts. 

In some of the towns, however, the municipal authorities, or 
some of them, form a portion of the Boards of Management ; and 
this arrangement continues, notwithstanding the important 
changes produced in the constitution of the municipal authori- 
ties by the Municipal Corporation Act — changes which have, of 
necessity, materially disturbed the principles upon which the 
Boards of Management under the local Acts were originally 
formed. 

It would be beyond our province to expatiate on the obvious 
evils which arise from the existence of special laws in particular 
portions of the same country, where the subjects to which the laws 
relate are general in their nature, although local in their admi- 
nistration. We might otherwise enlarge upon the additional 
difficulty of imparting to the public a correct idea of the civil 
institutions under which they live — the greater chance of litigation 
arising from the dissimilarities in these local Acts — ^and the inap- 
plicability of legal decisions upon questions arising out of one of 
these local Acts, to the solution of questions which may grow out 
of another. As more immediately connected, however, with the 
primary objects of these laws, and with our own functions, we 
think it right to notice the impracticability of grafting upon such 
incongruous systems, the various improvements in management 
which experience suggests ; and the inconvenience and even 
hardship, which may occur to destitute persons, who may have 
migrated from one part of the country to another in search of 
employment, on finding themselves placed under the manage- 
ment, and confined to the care of functionaries totally different in 
their appellations, duties, and responsibilities, from those to 
whom in their previous place of residence they have been accus- 
tomed to look for aid. 

We speak with greater confidence as respects the expediency of 
dissolving these incorporations, from our increasing experience of 
the favourable results of such dissolution in every case in which it 
has been effected. 

These results have been so fully developed as respects the 


liep.] JFavmrable Itesults from Dissolution of Incorporations. 21 

parishes which were comprised in the Atcham incorporation, and 
those which^ in consequence of its dissolution> we were able to 
combine with it in a new Union^ called the Atcham Union^ that 
we think it right to place before your Lordship the following 
extracts from a communication we have received from Mr. Day^ 
our Assistant-Conmiissioner, and also from a report of the pro- 
gress of this Union^ drawn up by Sir Baldwin Leighton, late 
chairman of the Atcham Board of Guardians. 

Mr. Day states as follows, in reference to the parishes which 
originally composed the Atcham Incorporation : — 

" The original Atcham Incorporation was united under a local 
Act in the year 1792. It was not incumbered by the clauses 
which have been found so injurious in the Gilbert Act, of requir- 
ing the directors to provide out-door labour for able-bodied 
applicants for relief; and it embraced within its provisions powers 
that might perhaps be thought almost unconstitutional^ empower- 
ing them to inflict corporal punishment upon persons guilty of 
certain classes of offences therein designated^ without the interven- 
tion of the magistrates. 

" The district comprised only ten parishes^ all of them compa- 
ratively small, and immediately contiguous to each other. The 
sole management of the poor was vested in the Board of Directors ; 
and they were emancipated from an evil which existed in many of 
the local Acts, i. e.> the power of the parish vestries to control tneir 
decisions. 

*' From these extensive powers, we might have expected cor- 
responding results; and, if the. self-acting energy of voluntary 
agency could have accomplished all that was required, it was in 
the Atcham Incorporation that we might have anticipated the 
completion of our expectation. The sanguine hopes of the ori- 
ginators of the Act are pldnly exemplified in the provisions for 
the surplus funds that were to arise^ after pauperism was extin- 
guished, and, on the other hand, that the Act itself was to deter- 
mine as soon as ever the annual expenditure should exceed its 
then amount of 1,099/. 

" Land was purchased, and a workhouse for 300 paupers was 
erected. It is unnecessary to pursue the history of its manage- 
ment through its earlier years. It is sufficient to remark that it 
was soon found requisite to extend the term of the Act beyond the 
limits of the 1,099/. expenditure first assigned, and that, after 
upwards of 40 years of its existence, so far from having answered 
the purpose that was contemplated, its original debt still 
amounted to 5,000/., and its annual expenditure to 2,315/., upon 
a population of 4,203, or more than double the limit assigned by 
the original Act, and exceeding the annual average of the pau- 
perism of the kingdom. 

** It was with no inconsiderable difficulty that the Assistant- 
Commissioner of the district induced the directors to consent to a 
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dissolution. They believed that they could derive little benefit 
from it, and that they might ^iperiencJe some unknown harm ; 
yet the result of the enlarged management^ of which they enter- 
tained such utigrounded lear^, has been the diminution df their 
debt to the extent of 3,500/., by the purchase of their house by 
the new Union, and the reduction of their expenditure for the last 
year to 818/., or 66 per ceilt." 

Sir Baldwin Leignton thus describes the previous abuses which 
existed, and the efficacy of the remedies which have been applied 
in reference not only to the parishes comprised in the Atchatn 
Incorporation, but also to the other parishes now forriiing the 
Atcham Union, which, but for the dissolution of the incorpora- 
tion, must have remained ununited : — 

*' Among the defects of the old system was the general want of 
a test by which the destitution of the applicants might be proved, 
and in those parishes where ho workhouses existed, the non-resi- 
dent paupers knew the parishioners would have great difficulty in. 
finding a place for them, and in (Consequence often brought their 
wives and families to the overseer's house, insisting that he was 
bound to provide them with lodging, and refusing to leave his 
premises unless their demands were Complied With. In many 
instances the overseers, in order to g^t rid of them, complied with 
their claims, hoWever exorbitant. jEven in many parishes where 
poor-houses were established, from ill-judged notions of economy, 
the applicants were often bought off to return to their own homei^^ 
either with a sum oi money, or a weekly payment. Hence arose 
the abuse of paying non-resident paupers, who, not being utider 
the eye of the parish, continued to receive relief when quite able 
to provide for themselves. Although the workhouse is the most 
usual plan adopted by the Board to test the destitution of the 
applicants, the refusal of relief, unless the parties come and 
reside within the Union, has been found equally efficacious in 
regard to those living out of the united parishes. I am only aWare 
of five itistances of paupers coming to reside in the Union in con- 
sequence of the Board not granting relief to any fresh applicants 
livinffout of the Union. 

''The following instance is a strong example o^the expediency 
of this rule : — 

" A pauper, with a wife and seven children, was removed from 
a parish in a neighbouring district to another township, but 
returned to his cottage in two or three days. He was, however, 
threatened with imprisonment for coming back, when he stated 
that he had no one to look after his place, but rather than be 
obliged to remain in his own parish, he would repay all the relief 
he had received (amounting to 15j.), as well as the expenses 
attendant on his removal ; and this he did in the course of a 
week. Now, had he been allowed relief from his parish at his 
own residence, they probably, not knowing his circumstances. 


Rep.] under Local Acts, exemplified,-^ Ateham. 23 

might have continued his allowance for a length of time, when, as 
it turned out, he was well oflF (for it appeared that he had land 
and two cows), and, indeed, ought never to have appUed for 
relief; but the parties to whom he first made application, feeling 
that they would not be burthened with him, took no means to dis- 
coTer his actual condition. 

** Soon after the commencement of our proceedings, the Board 
determined to reftise any allowance towards the payments of rents 
after Lady-day 1837. T never had the least doubt of the cor- 
rectness of the principle ; but certainly was afraid that some of 
the poor might have found great difficulty in procuring cottages. 
I have, however, only heard of one pauper who was turned out in 
consequence of the guardians refusing to pay the rent, and that 
person in a short time afterwards procured a lodging near her 
former residence. Owing to this regulation, the rents of the 
highest-let cottages have fallen from 10 to 15 per cent, in the 
neighbourhood, and thus a great boon has been conferred on those 
who maintain themselves by their own labour. 

'* The number of bastards on the books of the different parishes 
in November 1836 was 271 ; they have now been reduced to 32. 
The first step the guardians took to diminish this number, was 
not to allow any pay to mothers or grandmothers for keeping 
them, but if they were unable to maintam the children, the Board 
offered to take them into the workhouse. This, however, was 
not carried into effect at once, but as each parish underwent an 
examination, the out-relief was discontinued to this class. By this 
plan the house never became crowded with children; for although 
several were brought in by their mothers or relations, most of 
them were taken out again in the course of a short time. Several 
also, were ordered into the house, on a representation being made 
that they were not properly taken care of by the parties who 
nursed them, and some few were put with other persons, who it 
was hoped would pay more attention to them. 

** Under the system of apprenticing pauper children, which, 
however, did not prevail in all the parishes of this district, an un- 
willing master was forced to take an unwilling servant, who, 
knowing that he must be provided for, had not the same induce- 
ment to conduct himself properly, as the son of the independent 
labourer ; and in many cases, on arriving at an age when he 
could obtain wages, the parish apprentice left his service and 
hired to some other farmer, although the period of his binding 
was not expired. Thus the master who had been at the trouble 
and expense of keeping him when his labour was of little or 
no value, was deprived of his services when they might have 
repaid him. 

** By this plan also — and this was one of the worst parts of the 
system — ^the independent labourer experienced great difficulty in 
getting out his children, and in consequence frequently became a 
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pauper, in order that they might be apprenticed out. This, howr 
ever^ must not be charged as an abuse originating with the 
magistrates or overseers, it having been a measure sanctioned by 
the legislature. About six years since considerable dissatisfaction 
prevailed in this parish (Alberbury), owing to the manner in 
which the children were apprenticed out. Since that period the 
system has been entirely discontinued, and but little difficulty has 
been found in procuring situations for the children ; the parish 
occasionally, but not in every case, having clothed the child, but 
in no instance has a premium been given. So successfully has 
this plan worked, that at the present time there is not a single 
child on the books of the parish, although one of the largest in the 
Union. 

" The payment of paupers, through the hands of shopkeepers, 
was much more commonly practised than probably the guardians 
were aware of: a large proportion of the non-resident poor appear 
to have received their pay in this manner ; and even in some pa- 
rishes of the Union shopkeepers were in the habit of paying the 
paupers. I need hardly dwell on the hardship inflicted on the 
poor by this plan, as they, of course, generally considered them- 
selves bound to expend their weekly pittance with that shopkeeper, 
and take his articles, whether good or bad, at the price he put on 
them, or else run the risk of having their pay struck off." 

Sir Baldwin Leighton further states, that of the 196 paupers 
who were inmates of the Cross-houses Workhouse which belonged 
to the Atcham Incorporation, and of the eight parochial poor- 
houses belonging to parishes now included in the Union, no 
less than 85 are earning their living, and 19 are maintained by 
their relatives and friends. 

We have only to add to these statements of Sir Baldwin 
Leighton a table of the expenditure for the relief of the poor of 
the whole of the present Atcham Union, for the year ending 25th 
March, 1838, showing a reduction from 9,768/. to 4,941/., or 
about 49 per cent, which is the more remarkable, considering that 
the average, as compared with the population of the Union, 
18,000, indicated that the burthen on the rate-payers was not half 
so great as in the pauperized parts of England. 
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Atcbax Union. 
Names of Parishes. 

Popula- 
tion 
in 1831. 

Averaire 
Expendi- 
ture fox 
the Tears 

ending 

Lady-day 

1833-4-5. 

Expendi- 
ture for 
the Tear 
ending 
Lady-day 
1838. 

Amount 
of Saving. 

Saving 
per Gent. 

Acton Bnmel • . • 

295 

£170 

£ 85 

£ 85 

50 

AlbeTbury • • , 


646 

506 

232 

274 

54 

Albrighton . • , 


98 

17 

5 

12 

70 

Astley . . • , 


239 

72 

44 

28 

39 

Atcham • • , 


463 

324 

145 

179 

55 

Battlefield . . , 


70 

49 

35 

14 

29 

Bauaeley « • 


365 

114 

72 

42 

37 

Berrington • • 


684 

261 

78 

183 

70 

Cardeston . • . 


314 

137 

88 

49 

36 

Church Preen . 


75 

42 

28 

14 

33 

Church Pulverbatcl 

I • 

557 

216 

116 

100 

46 

Condover . . 


1,455 

750 

404 

346 

46 

Cound . • • , 


404 

335 

140 

195 

58 

Cressage . • . 


276 

126 

45 

81 

64 

Cri^ion . • 


173 

115 

87 

28 

24 

Eaton Constantine 


244 

31 

12 

19 

61 

Fitz 


211 

188 

71 

117 

62 

Ford .... 


263 

87 

44 

43 

49 

Frodesley • . , 


186 

115 

61 

54 

47 

Uabberley . • , 


128 

30 

24 

6 

20 

Hanwood . . « 


156 

60 

22 

38 

63 

Uarley .... 


257 

98 

53 

45 

46 

Hughiey 


115 

32 

6 

26 

81 

Kenley . • 


281 

92 

63 

29 

32 

Leighton • . . 


360 

237 

104 

133 

56 

Melverley • • 


216 

94 

37 

57 

61 

Minsterley • • 


809 

265 

154 

111 

42 

Montford . • , 


566 

380 

151 

229 

61 

Pitchford . . . 


199 

114 

37 

77 

68 

Pontesbury • • . 


2,936 

1,507 

840 

667 

44 

Preston Gubbals 


385 

232 

91 

141 

61 

Ruckley . • 


86 

69 

38 

31 

45 

Shineton • • . 


133 

84 

35 

49 

58 

Shrawardine • 


189 

233 

113 

120 

52 

Stapleton • • . 


235 

284 

155 

129 

45 

Sutton .... 


81 

25 

5 

20 

80 

Uffington . . 


343 

135 

48 

87 

64 

Uppington • • 


117 

43 

23 

20 

47 

Upton Magna • < 


512 

349 

158 

191 

55 

Westbury . • , 


1,419 

1,033 

595 

438 

42 

Withington • , 


193 

96 

58 

38 

40 

WoUaston . 


383 

196 

144 

52 

27 

Wroxeter • • < 


636 

425 

195 

230 

54 

Totals . . 

» • 

17,753 

9,768 

4,941 

4,827 

49 


In a subsequent part of this Report we shall lay before your 
Lordship the remarkable contrast between the respective results 
of the management of the Aston Union imder our regulations, and 
of the management of the adjoining parish of Birmingham under 
its local Act — a contrast highly favourable to the general law, and 
affording additional ground for the belief that it is expedient to 
place the whole management of the poor throughout the country 
on the same footing 
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The tnost important and cliaracteristic ciroumstances of the last 
twelve months have been> the extreme severity of an unusually long 
winter, and the continuance of the interruption to manufiicturing 
industry which commenced in the winter of 1836*7. 

The heavy pressure on the labouring classes in the agricultural 
districts, which resulted from the first of these causes, has afforded 
us an ample opportunity of ascertaining the efficacy of the work- 
house system, as respects the able-bodied labourers. 

Although in various Unions the doubts of the guardians, and 
their apprehensions that the workhouse would be filled, induced 
them to apply for a relaxation of the rule prohibiting out*door 
relief to able-bodied male paupers; and although we, for the 
most part, consented to such applications, — yet, having regard 
to the great number of Unions in which the regulation existed, the 
total amount of out-relief, giveti in pursuance of the relaxation^ 
has been so limited as to justify us m believing that, unless in a 
very few instances, the regulation might have been safely 
enforced. 

In a large portion of Kent and East Sussex, the pressure of 
the winter was aggravated by the unfavourable results of the hop 
cultivation of the previous summer, and the dimiitished price 
obtainable for that species of produce, in consequence of the fall- 
ing off in the consumption of beer, which may in part be attri- 
buted to the improved habits of the labourer. 

The concurrence of these circumstances induced us to accede 
more readily to the applications of the guardians of various Unions 
in those counties, for permission to depart frona our regulation, 
and to give temporary out-door relief to able-bodied applicants. 
In all cases, however, we urged upon the guardians the import- 
ance of giving relief only in return for work, feeling assured that, 
without some test of this nature, no vigilance on the part of the 
guardians could prevent imposition and abuse. 

Mr. Tufiiell, one of our Assistant Commissioners, in a report* 
on the state of Kent and East Sussex, places in strong contrast 
two adjoining Unions ; in one of which, the Sheppey Union, work 
was insisted on by way of test of the destitution of the. applicants, 
and in the other, the Faversham Union, it was not found prac- 
ticable to take similar precautions. 

He states — " The [Faversham] workhouse could contain no 
more, and a number of able-bodied applicants were demanding 
relief, among whom there were instances^ I was assured, of ex- 
treme destitution. But the guardians had no means of applying 
any labour-test : in consequence of which out-relief was neces- 
sarily given to 257 heads of families. Of these able paupers, 139 
were in the parish of Faversham alone, who with their wives and 
families amounted to 594 individuals. These were mostly en- 
gaged in the oyster fishery and other seafaring occupations, to 
which the frost put a complete stop. 

* Appendix B, No. 1* 
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*' The Sh^ppey Union adjoins the FaVersham Union, and con- 
tains the town of Queenborough, which is situated on the opposite 
side of the Swale, and inhabited by a population engaged in pre- 
cisely similar Occupations with those pursued at Faversham, but 
altogether in a mofe unprosperbus state, and apparently im- 
mersed at all times in the greatest poverty and privations. Here 
too^ as at Faversham, many able-bodied applied for relief during 
the frost, but the workhouse not being fiili, they were ordered in, 
when every one refused to accept the relief so offered. The 
guardians, however, thinking that the reason of the non-acceptance 
of the offer of the workhouse might be the too great rigidness of 
the test, determined to apply for a relaxation of the rule, and to 
give out-relief, but took care at the same time to provide Work 
for those who were relieved, which their situation enabled them to 
do, since emplo3rment was readily obtainable in wheeling ballast 
from the sea-shore. The board, however, to their surprise, found 
that the offer of work was unanimously refused: and thus, while 
549 individuals, families of able-bodied, were receiving relief at 
Faversham, where there was no test, in the precisely similarly- 
situated town of Queenborough, where a test which no one could 
call harsh, Was applied^ not a single able-bodied labourer found it 
necessary to accept relief." 

Mr. Tufnell further remarks—" Most of the Unions in this 
district, that had for some time acted on the principle of giving 
no put-relief to the able-abodied, steadily adhered to it during 
the winter, many of the guardians being well convinced that to 
depart from it in a very few cases, would have the effect of throw- 
ing hundreds out of service, who were kept in employ solely by 
the operation of this rule. The Bridge Union unanimously pass- 
ed a resolution, that while they would strictly adhere to work- 
house relief for the able-bodied, the relieving officer should have 
discretionary power to augment the pay of any of the permanent 
paupers, whom he might deem to want increased comforts during 
the inclanent weather. The relieving officer acted on this per- 
mission, by increasing the relief to several of the aged paupers, 
while only seven able-bodied applied for relief, the whole of whom 
reftised to enter the workhouse. At the conclusion of the severe 
weather, the chairman addressed a letter to the overseers of every 
one of the 22 parishes comprised in the Union, requesting to be 
informed if they knew of any instances of real distress within their 
respective parishes. All denied the existence of any, except the 
overseer of one parish, who said he thought that on investigation 
some might be found, though he did not know any one instance.'* 

It is gratifying to us to perceive that, notwithstanding the 
depressed state of the county of Kent, owing to the causes ad- 
verted to, the general opinions of the Boards of Guardians of all 
the Unions in that county collected at two meetings of the chair- 
man and vice chairman of the Unions respectively situate in East 
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and West Kent, as respects the existing administration of the 
Poor Laws and its results^ are highly favourable. The petitions 
from these meetings, which were addressed to both Houses of 
Parliament, deprecating all material change in the present law, 
are of such a satisfactory character that we venture to insert them 
at length. 

To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain and Ireland^ 

in Parliamemi assembled. 

The humble petition of Chairmen and Vice-chairmen of Poor Law 
Unions in East Kent, 
Sheweth ; 

That we, the undersigned Chairmen and Vice-chairmen, have ob- 
served with regret the systematic attempts made by writers in certain 
public journals, and by speakers at public meetings, to bring into dis- 
credit and vilify the Poor Law Amendment Act, by garbled statements, 
usually altogether unsupported by facts. 

We, in consequence, feel called upon, as well injustice to ourselves 
as to the Poor Law Commissioners, to endeavour to counteract the 
mischievous tendency of such attempts, by the expression of our honest 
conviction, (the result of an experience of the operation of the Poor 
Law Amendment Act since its first commencement, and of an exten- 
sive acquaintance with the demoralization and evils attendant on the 
old system,) that the greatest benefits have resulted from the opera- 
tion of the New Poor Law, not only to the rate-payers, but to the poor 
themselves. 

We regard with peculiar satis&ction the great moral improvement 
which ^the operation of the Poor Law Amendment Act is gradually 
effecting in the habits and conduct of the working classes, and the 
change from idleness and improvidence to industry and forethought, 
which it must infallibly produce. 

We feel bound to express our sense of the advantage and assistance 
we have derived from the guidance and control of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, and the privilege of oonsulting them in all cases of diffi- 
culty, or difference of opinion, and we humbly pray your Honourable 
House not to suffer yourselves to be induced by the misrepresentation 
of the ill-disposed and self-interested, or the more honest scruples of 
the mistaken and misinformed, to weaken or detract from this bene- 
ficial influence of the Central Board; by withdrawing any of their 
authority, or adding to the discretional powers of the Guardians. 

Our experience enables us to assert, that the exceptions included in 
the rules and regulations of the Commissioners, are perfectly competent 
to meet and provide for all ordinary cases of emergency, and we are 
assuted that the Commissioners will never hesitate to relax their rules 
and regulations whenever they are discreetly and prudently requested 
to do so. 

We are convinced that any general relaxation of the rule prohibiting 
out-relief to able-bodied labourers, or increase of discretional power in 
the Guardians, under the 52nd Section of the Poor Law Amendment 
Act, would be attended with irreparable mischief, tending directly, as it 
must do, to the immediate revival of the now happily extinct system of 
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paying wages out of the Poor Rate, and fraught, as it must be, with 
great injustice to the industrious and independent labourer. 

We apprehend, also, that such relaxation would increase and con- 
firm a habit in the labourers too prevalent under the old Poor Law, and 
not yet extinct, of preferring the precarious gain of uncertain employ- 
ment, to the fair, but more moderate, wages of constant occupation in 
steady places, and would also extinguish in their minds all desire to 
provide for the winter, by husbanding their summer earnings, the har- 
-vest-money, and the profitable results of casual task-work. 

We are firmly convinced that proper feeling and a desire among the 
farmers to assist and employ the best labourers, will preclude the pro- 
bability of any of this class seeking refuge in a workhouse, and has 
already placed them in a much better situation than they have hereto- 
fore held. 

We do not wish to deny that hardships have been endured by the 
labouring classes under the operation of the Poor Law Amendment 
Act, but we beg leave distinctly and earnestly, though respectfully, to- 
impress upon your Honourable House our firm conviction that those 
hardships have been less severe, and less extensively felt, than under 
the old administration of the Poor Laws, and that if the present system 
be persevered in, they will gradually lessen, and, in the course of a 
few years, in great measure disappear. 

Lastly, we beg to assure your Honourable House, that we are 
influenced alone by a desire to promote the happiness and real welfarcy 
of the labouring classes, in whose well-doing, as their nearest neigh- 
bours and constant employers, we must of necessity feel the liveliest 
welfare, and in kind and charitable feeling towards whom we will yield 
to none. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 


To the Honourable ike Commons of Great Britain and Ireland^ 

in Parliament assembled. 

The humble petition of the undersigned Chairmen and Vice-chairmen 
of the Boards of Guardians, belonging to the Western Division of the 
county of Kent, most humbly 
Sheweth ; 

That your petitioners being aware that great eflbrts have been made 
to mislead the public mind and your Honourable House, respecting 
the effects produced by the NevsT Poor Law Bill, and that statements 
and opinions having this tendency, have often proceeded from persons 
manifestly unfitted by a want of practical knowledge to form a trust- 
worthy judgment on the subject, conceive that it is in some degree 
incumbent upon them to lay before you the results to which their own 
experience, now extended over a period of from one to three years^ and 
aided, as to many of them, by a previous acquaintance with the admi- 
nistration of the old law, has led them. 

They have no hesitation iu declaring it to be their full conviction 
that the existing Poor Law possesses great advantages over the former 
system, with respect to the chief objects at which, as they presume, this 
branch of legislation ought to aim, viz., the certain relief of destitution 
with the least injury to the moral and physical welfare of the persons 
relieved, or of Uie working classes in general. These objects it endea- 
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vours to attain, by placing in the hands of iho^^ whp are called on to 
administer the law, a far more perfeqt and complete machinery than 
before existed, and the meaqs of applying a self-acting test which at 
once detects imposition, removes th^ pressure of want, and does not 
place the person relieved in a better condition) either in his own opinion 
or that of others, than that of the independent labourer. 

That some cases of distress or hardship may have arisen from the 
recent change, your petitioners are not prepared to deny, though few 
or none have occurred to their own pbseryation ; if some such, fairly 
attributable to the new systems sbould come to the knowledge of your 
Honourable House, they respectfully request you to reopUect that no 
human legislation can be perfect, that every great good is almost neoes« 
sarily accompanied with ^ certain amount of evil, ^nd that it is the part 
of a wise lawgiver to compare general results with general results, and 
not to abandon a plan because liable to ^ome objections, if, on the 
whole, it should appear preferable tp that whicb it is cp.lcul^ted to 
replace. 

That your petitioners beg leafe tp call th^ ^tt^ntipn of your |Jpnpur>- 
able House to the great adv^nUiges which h&ve flowed from the 
employment of paid and responsible officers, frpm th^ imprpvement^ in 
the education of pauper children, and in the important branch of spitr 
ritual assistance generally, from the division iptp Unions instead of 
that into Parishes, firom the superior intelligence and impartiality of 
Boards of Guardians ^s compared with the old overseers and vestFie^, 
and from the superintendence and control exercised by the Assistant 
Commissioners and the Central Board, all tending to render ^be relief 
afforded certain, and adequate to its object, am} generally tP pprrect 
abuse, either on the side of deficiency or excess. 

That your petitioners rejoice in the inquiry now In progress before a 
Committee of your Honourable House, which they are fully assured 
will tend generally to confirm the views they have now ventured to 
lay down. That should any improvements during the course of the 
investigation appear practicable, they are persuaded your wisdom will 
not fail to adopt them, but at the same time they earnestly entreat that 
you will not be induced by the clamour of persons interested in the conti- 
nuance or renewal of abuses, insufficiently informed on the subject, to 
interfere with the essentials of the new system, in which they conceive 
that the virtue and happiness of a large portion of the community are 
so deeply involved. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

If additional evidence were wanting to prove the propriety and 
good consequences of adhering to the workhouse system in pre- 
ference to out-door relief during periods of temporary pressure jn 
agricultural districts, it n^ight be derived from the proceedings 
which respectively took place in the adjoining Unions of Stamford 
and Peterborough during last winter. 

The extreme similarity of their position and eircumstanees must 
first be noticed. 

The Stamford Union was declared 30th November, 1835, It 
contains 15,411 population, and 37 parishes. Stamford is a 
market town in the centre of the Union, containing 5,537 inhabit- 
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ants ; the digtrict around is strictly agricultural. Prior to th^ 
Union^ the average annual expenditure on the poor of the 37 pa- 
rishes comprised in the Stamford Union was 6,600, i, e, 9s, per 
head on the population. A new workhouse has been erected, 
and in the summer of 1837, we issued a rule prohibiting all out- 
door relief to the able-bodied male pauper, or to the family 
dependent upon him. 

The Peterborough Union was declared 3rd December, 1835, 
It contains a population of 20,934, and 39 parishes. Peterborough 
(like Stamford) is a market town in the centre of the Union, con- 
taining 6,511 inhabitants. The district around is also strictly 
agricultural. Prior to the Union, the average annual expenditure 
on the poor of the 39 parishes comprised in the Peterborough 
Union was 9,720/., i. e. 9s. 3^d. per head on the population. The 
workhouse at Peterborough not being finished so early as that of 
Stamford, the issue of the prohibitory rule was delayed, and it has, 
in fact, not yet been issued. 

Prom the preceding sketch it will be perceived that the only 
difference in the circumstances of these Unions last winter was, 
that in the one the order prohibiting out-relief to the able-bodied 
labourer was in force, and in the latter the guardians still retained 
the discretion of granting such relief. 

This discretion was exercised by the guardians of the Peterbo- 
rough Union : with what result will appear from the following 
comparative Tables : — 

STAMFORD UNION^*--A Statemkmt showing the Nmnber of AppUcationt to 
the Board of Guardians for Relief on each Board d^y, during the months of 
January, Februaiy, and March last, fiova. '^ Able-bodied Men/' << Able-bodied 
Women,'' and *< Other Glasses of Paupers ;" also the '< Amount of Out-door Re- 
lief" given in each Wee)c dnnng the same period* 


Date. 

No. of Ap- 

Able-bodied 

Able-bodied 

Other 

Amoimt of 

plications. 

Men. 

Wom«i. 

Classes. 

Out-Relief. 

1838. 

. 




£>, ft d. 

2 Januaiy • 

5 

3 

2 

• • 

44 17 3 

9 ,> . . 

7 

3 

2 

2 

43 4 

16 „ . . 

21 

7 

5 

9 

45 18 5 

23 „ .• . 

. 20 

10 

5 

5 

46 9 6 

30 „ . . 

23 

14 

7 

2 

45 1^ 9 

6 Febihary • 

9 

3 

3 

3 

45 S 9 

13 .,, . . 

19 

7 

3 

9 

49 6 1 

20 ,, . . 

9 

3 

4 

2 

48 2 11 

27 ,, . . 

10 

6 

3 

1 

45 14 5 

6 Mare b • • 

4 

1 

2 

1 

45 11 8 

13 ,, • . 

17 

9 

3 

5 

46 10 11 

20 ,, . . 

5 

1 

2 

2 

77 14 11* 

27 ,, . . 
Total , . 

3 

2 

1 

• « 

46 1 1 

152 

69 

49 

41 

630 15 8 






28 17 4t 


♦ Oat-paupers paid. 

t Lunatics' Bills at Asylttnu^N.B. Several of those in the class '« Able-bodied 
Men'' veie ill at the timiQ tb^ applications vsjo made* 
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PETERBOROUGH UNION.— A Statbmbnt showing the Number of A{iplic&- 
tions to the Board of Guardians for Relief on each Board day, during the months 
of January, February, and March last, from " Able-bodied Men,** ** Able-bodied 
Women," and " Other Classes of Paupers;" also the ''Amount of Out-door Re- 
lief" given in each week during the same period. 


Board Day. 

No. of Ap- 
plications. 

Able-bodied 
Men. 

Able-bodied 
Women. 

Other 

Classes of 

Paupers. 

Amount of 
Out-Relief. 

Saturday, Jan. 6 

,, „13 
„ ,,20 
„ ,,27 
, , Feb. 3 

„io 

„ ,,17 
„ „24 
,, March 3 
,, ,,10 
,, ,,17' 
„ ,,24 
,,31 

Total . . 

36 
46 
63 
92 
78 
62 
55 
57 
49 
44 
35 
28 
23 

16 
25 
41 
66 
53 
34 
34 
31 
13 
17 
12 
10 
5 

8 
7 
7 
7 
6 
3 
5 
5 
4 
5 
6 
4 
3 

12 
14 
15 
19 
19 
25 
16 
21 
32 
22 
17 
14 
15 

£. «. d, 
93 14 8^ 
95 9 7 
102 2 64 
107 1 8 
113 4 li 
99 8 H 
99 8 1 
99 16 6 
101 15 7J 
106 1 7 
101 6 9 
115 18 6 
99 8 

668 

357 

70 

241 

1,334 15 9§ 

These are independently of those on the books before 1st January, 1838. 1 


By reference to these tables it will be seen that at the com- 
mencement of the frost the number of applications from able- 
bodied men in the Stamford Union was comparatively small, 
whilst in the Peterborough Union the numbers were such as 
almost to overwhelm the Board of Guardians, who were obliged 
to continue their sittings to a late hour, and even then to separate 
without having been able to give that full and deliberate attention 
to each case^ which is so necessary for the protection of the rate- 
payer. 

In the Stamford Union, on the board day of the week ending 
23rd January, there were in the whole 20 appUcations, 10 of 
which were from able-bodied labourers. In the Peterborough 
Union, on the board day of the week ending 27th January, there 
were in the whole 92 apphcations, of which no less than 66 were 
from able-bodied labourers. 

The amount of out-relief aflForded in the same week to all 
classes in the Stamford Union was 46/. 9«. 6d. The amount of 
out-relief in the corresponding week in the Peterborough Union, 
was 107/. 1*. 8rf. 

The following week exhibits a similar contrast. 

In the Stamford Union the total number of applications on the 
board day, 30th January, was 23, of which 14 were from able- 
bodied labourers. In the Peterborough Union the total number 
of applications on the board day, 3rd February, was 78, of which 
no less than 53 were from able-bodied labourers. 
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The amount of out-door relief for the same week was — 
Stamford Union . . . £45 15^. 9d. 
Peterborough Union . . 113 4 I 

The annexed Table will show that the able-bodied men in the 
Stamford Union did not find it necessary to accept the workhouse^ 
whi<^ was offered to them. In fact^ when the employers of 
labour in the Stamford Union found that ^ if the men were turned 
off they had no resource but to reside in the workhouse or to seek 
another employer, the labourers were continued in employment, 
and were thus supported by their own labour. 

In the Peterborough Union the Guardians gave out-door relief, 
and, in consequence, the men were discharged during the frost, 
or during that period when their labour was least profitable — the 
farmer, equally with the labourer, relying upon the intermediate 
aid from the parish purse to enable them each to resume their 
relative positions of master and servant whenever the frost 
abated. 

NuMBKB of Pauper Inmatbs ia Stamvoro Union Workhouse in each week of Ja* 
nuazy, February, and March, 1838, distinguishing the able-bodied from others. 


Date. 

Able-bodied 
Men. 

Able-bodied 
Women. 

Other 
Classes. 

Total. 

1838. 





6 January • . . 

4 

8 

75 

87 

13 ,, ... 

6 

10 

83 

99 

20 ,, • . . 

7 

9 

82 

98 

27 ,, ... 

7 

9 

82 

98 

3 February • • . 

5 

8 

75 

88 

10 ,, ... 

5 

8 

76 

89 

17 ,, ... 

5 

8 

75 

88 

24 ,, ... 

5 

8 

76 

89 

3 March . . . 

4 

8 

76 

88 

10 ,, ... 

4 

9 

75 

88 

17 ,, ... 

3 

9 

74 

86 

24 ,, ... 

3 

9 

71 

83 

31 ,, ... 

3 

8 

66 

87 


The expediency of relaxing in certain cases, and under special 
circumstances, the regulation which prohibits the giving of out- 
door relief to able-bodied male paupers has, independently of the 
peculiar pressure of last winter, been the subject of our careful 
consideration. 

The Committee of the House of Commons of last Session espe- 
cially noticed this topic, in reference to the cases of able-bodied 
labourers with large families, and we. then felt it to be our duty 
to direct our early attention to the question, whether it would be 
advisable to introduce into the rule adverted to an exception ex- 
pressly authorising the guardians to relieve the families of 
labourers by taking one or more of the children into the work- 
house, either with the previous consent or subsequent approval of 
the Commissioners. The following objections, however, presented 
themselves to us : — 
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1. That^ in the praetkal applicati<m of this exee{>tk>n, it would 
be extremely diffiettlt to avoid the establishment of a system simi- 
lar in principle to the scale system, i. e. a regular allowance of an. 
addition to thd labourer's earnings, depending on the rates of 
wages and the number of bis children. 

2. That all relief given in aid of wages has a tendency to keep 
down the general rate of wages, and that, as respects labourers 
with large families, the expectation of such relief removes the 
motive which has, since the passing of the Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act, and the discontinuance of this mode of relief, been 
found to act powerfully on the labourers and the employers^, t. e. 
as respects thei labourers, the desire of obtaining the highest 
passible earnings, by increased diligence and steamness of eon- 
duct, and by task-work, and, as respects the employer, the will- 
ingness to provide employment for the labourers of the most 
constant and advantageous kind. 

3. That the exceptive regulation adverted to would, so far as it 
might be applied, operate to break down the barrier between pau- 
perism BxA independence, which it has been the object of the Poor 
Law Amendment Act t^ establish, tot it wotild place the idle and 
improvident labourers on the same footing with those (of whom 
there are many) who by continued -industry and economy provide 
for the very largest family without aid from the parish ; and, in 
fact, with regard to this meritorious class of labourers, it would 
tend to discourage their exertions, inasmuch as they could not fail 
to perceive that it would be equally advantageous to themselves, 
and decidedly better for their children, that some of their children 
should be maintained and educated in the workhouse. 

4. That it might sanction the introduction of relief in aid of 
wages in Unions or parishes in which it had either ceased to 
exist or had not existed, a result not only highly prejudicial in 
itself, but inconsistent with the apparent intention of the 52ad 
clause of the Poor Law Amendment Act. 

In the face of these objections we deemed it right to refrain 
from issuing the exceptive regulation above alluded to — the more 
especially as, independently of it, we possessed the power of sanc- 
tioning a departure from the strict rule in individual cases which 
might be brought before us by the guardians. 

The apparent hardship accruing to a labourer applying for 
relief, from being obliged to quit bis home with his family and 
take up his abode in the workhouse — the possible difficulty in the 
Way of his again obtaining employment or of retaining his cottage 
and furniture — have suggested other relaxations of the rule in 
question : — as for example — the admission of the head of the 
family only into the house — or the employment of him by day m 
the workhouse, or at work provided by the union, permitthlg him 
at night to return home. 

There is no doubt that each of the$e modes of proceeding pos- 
sesses some of the advantages of the strict workhouse system. 
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Arrangetne&ts may be tnade, although they are difflculf ainl ex- 
pensive^ to render the position of the labourer thus receiving relief 
in either of these forms less eligible than that of him who retnains 
in employment ; and thus a test of destitution is to some extent 
provided^ 

The labourer, moreover^ being thus withdrawn from the labour*- 
marketi these modes of relief do not produce the evils of the allow-* 
ance system, or of relief in aid of wagc^. 

On the ot her hand, this mode of dealihg with the labourer-* 
although at first sight more favourable to the individual than thc^ 
strict application of the workhouse^ is in reaUty less advantageous 
to him. 

The small degree of inconvenience sustained by the labourer by 
a temporary sojourn in the workhouse^ whilst his wife and family 
continue at their home^ or by the simple transference of his ser- 
vices from his employer to the union, ceases altogether to have 
the effect on the employer which is produced by the strict work-- 
house system, — namely, the creating a great reluctance on his 
part to lose temporarily the services of the labourer, lest he should 
find it impossible to regain them, as the labourer would probably 
be compelled to migrate, or to engage himself to some other em- 
ployer, — ^iid a desire so to arrange the work of his farm, as to 
afford employment during the unfavourable part of the season to 
those upon whose assistance he must rely for the necessary ser- 
vices, during the more active periods of the year. 

Looking then at the interest of the labourer, we are disposed to 
think that, in agricultural districts, neither the out-door labour 
test, nor the offer of the workhouse to the head of the family only, 
should be resorted to, unless in cases of great difficuhy or 
emergency ; as, for example, when, the workhouse is nearly full« 
or when some contagious disorder may make it undesirable to 
admit persons into that establishment. 

In reference to the working of the syfiteih ^tablished nnder \l^6 
Poor Law Amendment Act in the manufacturing districts, dur- 
ing the depression of the last year, we select from amongst vari- 
ous cases, as most deserving of your Lordship*s attention, the pro- 
ceedings of the Board of Guardians of the Nottingham Union, 
which illustrate the mode in which the difficulties incidental to a 
Union, comprising a large manufacturing population, during a 
period of distre8S> may be met and overcome. 

In our last Report we stated that we had felt it to be our duty 
'* to authorize Mr. Gulson to assure the guardians that the rule 
which prohibited them from giring relief to able-bodied mate 
persons, excepting in the workhouse, should be suspended when- 
ever they should find the pressure such as that, in their opinion, 
there existed a necessity for so doing." 

We further stated — " At this stage of our proceedings it was 
detertnlned by the principal inhabitants of the town to raise a 

D 2 ' 


Working of the Act during a period ofgredt Distress [4th 


subscription for the purpose of relieving the. unemployed opera- 
tives^ this being considered a better mode of affording them sup- 
port than by having recourse to the poor-rate. The kind feel- 
ing and praiseworthy benevolence of the principal persons in the 
town and its neighbourhood succeeded in raising aboXit 4000/. for 
this purpose^ and a committee of the inhabitants was formed to 
superintend the application of the money;" and we expressed 
our conviction ''that in Nottingham, if the subscribed funds 
should be exhausted before the distress ceased, the Board of 
Guardians would be able to meet the pressure out of the funds 
placed by the law at their disposal." 

We also stated — " In providing the description of work neces- 
sary to meet an extensive pressure of the description alluded to^ 
it was correctly held at Nottingham that it should be of per- 
manent and public utility, and of a description which would not 
odierwise be undertaken. In conformity with these principles, 
the committee of management resolved to construct a road through 
some property belonging to the corporation." 

The subscription so liberally raised by the inhabitants of Not- 
tingham and the gentry of its vicinity, continued to afford the 
means of employment to a large number of men until the middle 
or end of August. 

Notwithstanding the aid of this subscription, however, the out- 
door relief and the number of workhouse inmates gradually in- 
creased, as appears from the annexed Table :— 


Date. 

Outdoor 
Relief. 

Number of Inmates. 1 

Able 
Men. 

Able 
Women. 

Others. 

Total 
Inmatt^s. 

1837. 
. IJuly . . 

8 ,, . . 

15 „ . . 
22 „ . . 
29 ,, . • 
5 Auinut 
12 „ . . 

19 ,, . . 
26 „ . . 

£. «. d. 
60 5 6 
67 7 2 
63 2 
62 9 
67 6 . 

67 10 

68 13 5 
71 17 2 
74 19 4 

74 

72 
68 
68 
76 
78 
80 
79 
81 

75 
75 
79 
83 
93 
88 
95 
96 
95 

432 
489 
496 
498 
517 
511 
513 
529 
526 

631 
636 
643 
649 
686 
677 
6S8 
704 
702 


Towards the end of Aug^ust it became evident that the Board of 
Guardians must provide out of the poor-rates for the support of a 
considerable portion of the families of those who, up to this time, 
had been maintained by the subscription. The Board of Guardians, 
therefore, resolved to apply to us for a relaxation of the rule pro- 
hibiting out-door relief to the able-bodied. 

To this request, after communication with Mr. GuLson, our 
Assistant Commissioner, who continued to devote much of his 
time to the exigencies of this Union, we determined to accede, 
and we accordingly issued an order under seal^ directed to the 
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Board of Guardians of the Nottingham Union/empowering them 
to give out-door relief to the able-bodied in this emergency, in 
return for labour at task-work. 

On the receipt of this order, the Board of Guardians resolved to 
continue the employment of able-bodied men with families on the 
road^ the making of which had been commenced by the funds of 
the subscription under the committee of management. 

They also resolved still to apply the workhouse test to the 
single able-bodied men, and to all such other cases as might 
appear to require the application of a more certain test of their 
destitution than the out-door employment afforded. 

In pursuance of these resolutions, the guardians in the first 
week of October set to work 81 able-bodied men (each the head 
of a family of not less than three children), at digging by task- 
work, and in return for their labour relieved them to the extent of 
27 L 14s, Sd., one-half of which was given in bread and potatoes, 
the other half in money. 

The following Table will show the number of men thus em- 
ployed and the relief afforded them (including the relief given to 
the able-bodied in return for task- work), and the number of in- 
mates in the workhouse up to the 29th October :— 



No. of 

Relief 
afforded 
to them. 

Number of Inmates. 

Total Out- 

Date. 

Able 





door relief in- 





VVeek ending 

Men em- 
ployed. 

Able 
Men. 

Able 
Women. 

Others 

ToUl. 

cluding Men 
employed. 

1837. 


£. s. d* 





£. s, d. 

2 September • 

81 

27 14 3 

76 

89 

523 

688 

102 15 9 

9 ,y 

84 

31 11 10 

73 

90 

508 

671 

97 7 4 

16 

85 

30 18 

71 

93 

500 

664 

95 7 6 

23 ,, 

79 

34 17 1 

65 

85 

496 

646 

96 2 

30 ,, 

79 

34 3 a 

57 

77 

484 

618 

98 6 7 

7 October . 

79 

33 2 4 

57 

78 

480 

615 

96 3 6 

14 

88 

35 2 8 

60 

81 

, 497 

638 

96 7 4 

21 

77 

15 6 0* 

70 

93 

534 

697 

78 12 

28 ,, . 

111 

43 4 9 

85 

105 

554 

744 

107 17 3 


At the end of October, the harvest-work having ceased and . 
trade continuing, if possible, even worse than ever, without the 
slightest prospect of amendment until the spring, the pressure 
became so great as to induce the guardians, — who had already 
taken a number of cottages into their possession and converted 
them into wards for the children, and had thus provided accom* 
modation for a considerable increase of number, — still further jo 
extend the workhouse-accommodation by taking premises (adjoin^ 
ing the hospital and the workhouse), which had been used as 
carpenters' shops, and these were fitted up for the reception of 
paupers. The number of applicants, however, became so great, 
that the guardians at this time also resolved to erect a large 

• This wag the week of Nottingham races, and the men went away, without 
leave, from their work, to the races, and persisted in so doing on the second day, in 
consequence of which they were not allowed to return to work during thtt lemaiiidef 
of the- week. •• .. ■ ... - 
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wodd^n building in which to serve out food, soup, and potatoes, 
mid porridge, to be consumed on the spot by those in respect of 
whom it was deemed necessary to adopt this mode of preventing- 
that ihisappUcation and perversion of the reliefs — money reUef^ 
and relief in kind — ^which so frequently occurred under a less 
oflective system of management. 

The following table will show the gradual increase of the pres- 
siire on the approach of winter, and the extent to which the work- 
house accommodation was ultimately made available. In one 
week of December no less than 971 inmsLtes were in the work- 
house, so that the guardians had, in fact, by their judicious and 
energetic measures, doubled the original capacity and accommo- 
dation of the workhouse. 

Towards the month of April, in the present year, the hosiery 
trade be^an to show symptoms of a return to a more active state ; 
^nd by we month of June the guardians were enabled altogether 
to discontinue the out-door employment and the out-door relief 
to the able-bodied men. The following Table will also show the 
progress of this improvement : — 


^iV A— 

V B . 

Relief 
given to 

Na of Imnateg 

in Wurkbott»p. 

No. fed 
twice 

Total Out-door 

Date. 

them in 





per Day 

Relief 



Return for 

Abie 

Able 

Otl^ers. 

TotaL 

in $Ued. 

to all Classes. 

1837 

Work. 

Men. 

Women. 

A \9W^^^m 



- 

£. «. d. 





' 

£. 9, d. 

4 Nov. . 

133 

49 18 2 

104 

119 

581 

804 

• • 

114 10 2 

H ,, : 

177 

68 i'9 6 

114 

130 

622 

866 

• • 

139 7 6 

18 ,, f 

194 

I9i 

72 4 6 

118 

138 

644 

900 

. . 

142 4 6 

25.,, . 

78 18 2 

129 

141 

653 

923 

103 

150 18 8 

2 Dec, . 

217 

86 6 6 

131 

141 

670 

942 

271 

156 10 

9 ,, . 

217 

87 8 
81 ;0 2 

135 

}46 

690 

971 

313 

161 2 

16 ,, . 

2p8 

132 

145 

679 

956 

293 

158 14 3 

23 ,, . 

193 

74 11 5 

136 

137 

656 

929 

213 

152 19 7 

3o ,, . 

178 

6fi )2 7 

134 

127 

646 

907 

63 

i40 \7 5 

1838 









6 Jan. . 

158 

61 17 9 

121 

|06 

586 

813 


136 11 9 

13 ., . 

142 

55 5 3 

116 

107 

577 

800 



126 10 7 

20 ; . 

27 I, . 

126 

49 19 '2 

130 

117 

639 

876 



120 13 9 

102 

43 15 3 

142 

123 

661 

926 



113 1 9 

3 Feb. t 

97 

40 3 

139 

124 

660 

923 



\n 6 

10 ,, . 

92 

37 16 2 

134 

m 

650 

9P6 



|07 9 

17 , . 

85 

34 16 7 

133 

118 

645 

896 



119 18 2 

24 !, . 

83 

34 8 3 

180 

121 

656 

007 



110 15 2 

aiCiurcb 

77 

32 U 4 

m 

114 

1529 

864 



108 10 9 

2^ r, : 

74 
71 

30 6 1 
2S 9 i 

118 

ho 

109 
101 

614 
592 

841 
803 



104 3 7 
113 18 6 

64 

26 3 7 

88 

88 

568 

744 



96 7 8 

31 ,, , 

SO 

25 1 3 

75 

82 

654 

711 



04 U 1 

7 April r 

14 ;, . 

55 

24 i 

69 

73 

522 

^53 



91 18 

55 

23 4 6 

62 

69 

502 

633 



94 7 

21 ,, . 

53 

22 5 6 

58 

66 

490 

623 



91 8 

38 ,, . 

45 

18 17 6 

57 

63 

476 

596 



88 8 6 

5 May . 

45 

18 16 4 

42 

51 

468 

561 



94 2 8 

12 ,, . 

42 

19 8 6 

34 

47 

432 

513 



97 4 10 

19 ,, . 

41 

19 3 10 

29 

39 

412 

480 



94 9 11 

26 ,, . 

41 

16 a 3 

ao 

43 

384 

457 



91 p 4 

2Jui]^ t 

n 

7 6 

31 

42 

382 

455 



80 5 3 


None. 

• • • 

29 

42 

381 

452 



78 4 4 
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Since diat date the guardians have found that the state of the 
Union was sufficiently improved to admit of the shutting up of 
the carpenters' sheds and the workhouse belonging to the parish 
of St. Nicholas^ and by the return of 2ist July^ lo38^ it appears 
that there are now only 428 inmates in the workhouse^ and the 
total out-door relief afforded is reduced to 6fL I4s, 7d. 

It is worthy of observation that the system of providing food 
for the applicants for relief in the building appropriated to the 
purpose^ where such persons as were considered to be destitute 
were allowed to come twice a-day to eat of that food^ did not 
prove satisfactory. It was wanting in that test of actual necessity 
which is affi>rded by a residence in the workhouse, and^ to a con- 
siderable degree, also, by out-door labour at task-work. It was 
found that the most dissolute and abandoned did not hesitate to 
avail themselves of this mode of satisfying their hunger, or of 
obtaining food at the cost of the parish, wnich they had hitherto 
contrived to obtain for themselves, whilst the more orderly and 
better-disposed class of applicants considered it repulsive to their 
feelings to mix up their children with beggars and vagrants. This 
plan was, therefore, very shortly discontinued. 

We annex a Return, showing the classes of inmates in the Not- 
tingham workhouse, from March to December, 1837, the period 
during which the numbers of inmates were the greatest, and the 
average period of stay or residence in the workhouse of each 
class : — 

NuMBSR and Glarses of Persons discharged from NoTTmaHAH Union Wobkhoubb 
from March to D«cemher 1837, with the Period of Stay in the Workhouse. 


Classes. 

Period of Stay 

in the Workhouse. 

' 1 

M h 

u 

o 

ksto 
eks. 

ithto 
mths. 

thsto 
inths. 


thsto 
nths. 

thsto 
nths. 

months to 
9 months. 

hsto 

Itht 

wards. 

• 



wee 

2 we 

0) «i 

n 

^ 


p. CO 

J- 


is 


Total. 


15 i 

r^ 

C4 

13 

45 

Ol 

eo 

4 

4 

4 

OtSg 


Abie men married . 

13 

26 

24 

10 

1 

159 

Able men single • • 

23 

38 

14 

26 

44 

21 

16 

10 

2 

7 

6 

207 

Infirm men .... 

6 

14 

'4 

5 

n 

8 

2 

1 

• * 

^ 

H 

51 

Able women married 

26 

29 

12 

49 

25 

11 

13 

8 

8 

1 

196 

Able widows with) 
children . . . j 

2 

3 

• . 

4 

7 

4 

2 

1 

• * 

3 

1 

i 

V 

Abl^ women single • 

16 

H 

18 

9 

29 

10 

6 

6 

3 

2 

3 

116 

Children of men-j 




, 









discharged under > 

30 

13 

45 

21 

73 

23 

19 

10 

13 

8 

4 

259 

12 years ... J 













Do. liom 12 to 16 . 

I 

§ 

• • 

1 

8 

a 

5 

• • 

1 

3 

1 

31 

Children of widows^ 













discharged under f 

4 

7 

• • 

10 

14 

7 

2 

2 

el 

6 

3 

56 

12 years . , . -^ 













Do. from 12 to 16 . 

1 

2 

• • 

1 

2 

2 

• . 

• • 

• • 

5 

• • 

13 

Orphans . . • • • 

2 

6 

• f 

• • 

3 

3 

1 

1 

. . 

. • 

1 

17 

Bastards 

11 

4 

17 

8 

22 

6 

5 

3 

3 

1 

2 

82 

Deserted children • 

24 

27 

19 

7 

27 

29 

6 

14 

2 

16 

3 

174 

Infirm women • . 

2 
162 

3 

153 

3 
173 

3 
120 

5 
339 

.2 
170 

4 
89 

1 
66 

1 
38 

2 
70 

1 

27 

35 

1415 
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The preceding Tacts relating to the Nottingham Union lead us 
to the conclusion that the system established under the Poor Law- 
Amendment Act is peculiarly applicable to the case of a manu- 
facturing district during a period of distress. 

In such a place and at such a time^ the former method of 
parochial management, by means of the churchwardens and over- 
seers of separate parishes, would not secure, unless in rare and 
peculiar instances, the inestimable advantage of the well-consi- 
dered decisions of a deliberative body, like the Board of Guardians, 
or the prompt and judicious action of skilful and instructed offi- 
cers, or the means — ^which can only be effectually provided from 
the combined resources of a large district — of meeting the sudden 
demand for relief by large bodies of men unexpectedly thrown out 
of employment. 

It appears to us, moreover, that the power of suspending and 
re-establishing such of the regulations for the relief of the poor as 
are best adapted for ordinary times, but require to be relaxed in 
the event of unusual distress, should rest, not with the guardians, 
but with a controlling authority whose judgment can be exer- 
cised calmly and is not liable to be unduly influenced by the local 
pressure, which, without the aid of such controlling authority, the 
guardians would be unable to resist. 

The conclusions which we draw from the proceedings of the 
Nottingham Guardians are confirmed by the results of the admi- 
nistration of relief to the poor by the Board of Guardians of 
Stoke-upon-Trent and the Derby Union ; and we have much 
gratification in laying before your Lordship (in the Appendix*) 
a most satisfactory report from our Assistant Commissioner, Mr. 
Stevens, as regards those Unions and the adjacent districts. 

In further illustration of the results which respectively arise 
from the existence or absence of a test of destitution, during a 
period of general distress in a manufacturing community, our 
Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Earle, has furnished us with a com- 
parative statement of the management of the parish of Birming- 
ham under its local Act, and of the adjoining Aston Union. 

For the better understanding of this comparison, we must pre- 
mise — 

1st. That the town of Birmingham extends into Aston parish, 
the latter forming a suburb of at least one-fourth of the circum- 
ference of the town. According to the census of 1831, the parish 
of Birmingham contained a population of 111,000, Aston about 
32,000. The population, dierefore, then stood, and probably 
still is, in the proportion of 3J to 1. Which of the two contains 
the greatest proportion of poor could not easily be determined ; 
but there is no reason to suppose that fewer poor, either. casual or 
settled, are to be found in the suburbs than in the centre of such 
a town as Birmingham in the proportion of the areas of each. 

* App. B. No. 2. 
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2nd. That the labouring poor of both are engaged in like em- 
ployments^ equally affected by any interruption or by the vicissi- 
tudes in trade^ and are not to be distinguished from each other in 
any point which can affect the comparison. 

3ni. That the contrast can be drawn for a period during which 
has occurred a depression in trade almost unexampled in extent 
and duration, and siiiGcient to try the merits of the new system, 
under those very circumstances which, it has been predicted, would 
prove its insuiBciency. 

Mr. Earle states, in a Report dated 23rd June, 1838 : — '^ For 
some time before, and during the whole of the year 1836, and up 
to March, 1837, the condition of the labouring poor as regards 
employment was unusually good. 1 need not describe what it has 
been since. It is sufficient to assert that, if the state of trade has 
any effect on the expenditure for the relief of the poor, and such 
effect cannot be disputed, the expenditure for tne year ending 
March, 1837, if not operated on by other causes, ought to have 
been much lower tlian that for the year ending March, 1838. 
How remarkable, then, are the following facts, which I am pre- 
pared to prove ! The expenditure in Aston, which for the year 
ended March, 1837, was 6800/., fell in the year ending March, 
1838, to 4500/. In the former period it was under the manage- 
ment of the vestry, in the latter under a Board of Guardians, 
having been united in November, 1836, with Sutton Coldfield,and 
three other smaller parishes. 

'* The converse of thid occurred in the parish of Birmingham. 
In the year ended March, 1837, the net expenditure was 
24,686/. ; in the year which has just closed (March, 1838) it rose 
to 34,825/. 

" The comparison, therefore, drawn from the accounts (of 
which a more detailed statement will be found in the Appendix to 
this Report*) stands as follows : — 

Birmingham Parish, 

Expenditure in 1886.7 . . £24,686 15 
„ 1837-8 . . 34,825 10 

Increase • • 10,138 15 or 41 per cent. 

Aston, Parish. 
ExpendHure in 1836-7 . . £6,801 9 7 
,i 1887-8 . . 4,497 17 9 


Decrease . 2,803 11 10 or 85 per cent. 
'' Lest, however, it should asserted that this strong contrast is 
the effect of an oppressive system^ that the offer of relief in Aston 
has been made on terms which convert it practically into a denial, 
it is important to state that, during nearly the whole year 1837, 
the workhouse was scarcely in a condition to receive able-bodied 
paupers, and the guardians offered it only in cases of obvious impo- 

* App, C. No. 8. 
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«itu>]!i. They substituted for the general application of the wolrk^ 
house an out-door labour test^ the particulars of which I must 
describe^ to prove that they were not over-severe task-masters. 

" An improvement on a turnpike-road rendered the removal of 
d large quantity of sand and gravel desirable. The paupers were 
employed to Remove it^ and were required^ as a day^s task, to 
wheel down hill thirty wheelbarrows biM, returning with them, 
ismty. The distance was such that they could^ and frequently did> 
finish their task between eight o'clock and four in the afternoon. 
They were not allowed to take less than three consecutive days' 
work. On condition of performing this task they received, partly 
in money and partly in breads sufficient relief for themselves and 
their families. In the quarter ending 29th September, 40 meu 
accepted relief on these terms, and in the next quarter five new 
cases of the same kind occurred. These 45 paupers receif^ 
81/. 2^., but many of them wqrked only a few days, and personal 
observation enables me to say that most of them appeared to be- 
long to a class that, from one cause or other^ are never in receipt 
of high wages. 

" On wk 25th October it was reported to me, that, as there 
were only six sand-wheelers, the guardians thought it no longer 
necessary to pay a superintendent, and the out-door labour test, 
having so far served the purpose^ was abandoned. 

^' During this period the applications for relief by the able- 
bodied classes in Birmingham were unprecedently great. The 
names of the out-poor are formed into several lists, such as ' aged 
and infirm/ * casual,' ^ new or short casual cases/ &c. &c. The 
state of the last-named is taken to indicate the state of trade. On 
it are the names of all applicants who claim relief on account of a 
total or partial loss of their ordinary employment. 

** To give some notion of the irruptions, as I may term them, 
of able-bodied paupers^ I shall insert a statement of the number 
of ^ new casual cases ' relieved during each month of last year. 

" Monthy average pf new casual cases relieved in 1837 : — 

January ... 128 July 1,122 

February • . • 181 August . . . 994 

M^rch # • . 140 . September . . 796 

April .... 152 October . . . 725 

May . . . • 217 November , , 763 

June .... 857 December . • 873 

" Thus the number of this class^ which was in April 152, be- 
came in July 1122, an increase of nearly lOOO cases. The 
claim advanced by a large portion of the applicants of this class 
was, indisputably/ want of woris. Is it probable that all, or even 
a majority of them^ were really in a position to require that relief 
which they asked and obtained ? If so, how happened it that in 
Aston parish, at the very same period of time, with a population 
of two-sevenths of that of Birmingham, engaged in the same 
trades, affected by the same causes, in fact part of the same eom> 
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lauuity, there were at most 45 men who accepted relief pn the 
terms whkh I have described. 

*' It is not my object to enter minutely into the causes which 
in my opinion produced this extraordinary disparity. All I in« 
sist on is, that it must be attributable to the different systems at 
work in the two parishes^ and that it is impossible to find a cause 
for it in tt)e wants, the habits, or the eniployments of the poor in 
each*" 


Notwithstanding our conviction of the applicability to the ma- 
nufacturing districts both of the principles of the Poor Law 
Amendment Act and the mode of administration which it pre- 
scribes^ we have nevertheless proceeded very gradually in intro- 
ducing the necessary changes into Lancashire and the manufac- 
turing poition of the West Riding of Yorkshire. 

It will be in your Lordship's recollection that the 31 Unions 
which, at the date of our last Report, had been formed in those 
districts, were formed, in the first instance, solely for Registration 
purposes ; that is, to enable the several Boards of Guardians to 
exercise their proper functions in providing the necessary machi- 
nery under the Act for the Registration of Births, Deaths, and 
Marriages, which came into operation on the 1st July, 1837. 
Since that date, however, we have directed 22 of those Boards of 
Guardians to assume the administration of the relief to the poor, 
llie orders which we have issued for this purpose differ in some 
respects from those which we have issued in other parts of Eng- 
land, and we feel it to be our duty to point out and explain the 
grounds of this difference. * 

Amon^ the circumstances which (in reference to the adminis- 
tration of relief to the poor) mainly distinguish these districts 
from the other part£ of the country, are the following : — 

The settled population of the several townships has become of 
late years intermixed to a very great extent ; the introduction of 
trading capital into particular localities having caused the popula- 
tion to migrate from their own townships, while the nature of their 
engagements as operatives have not been such as caused them in 
changing their residence to acquire new settlements. Accordingly, 
in the larger towns and more populous villages, a great deal of 
business arises in connexion with what are called the ^' out- 
township poor,*' both by way of inquiry into their settlements 
whenever they apply for relief, and also by way of correspondence 
with the various townships to which they belong, if an authority 
to relieve such persons is not obtained from the township to which 
they belong, an order of removal becomes necessary for the pro- 
tection of the township in which they reside ; the former practice 
is, however, the general rule, and the officers of the larger town- 
ships are consequently in the habit of advancing large sums annu- 
ally for the relief of the out-township poor, and of accounting at 
certain periods with the officers of the various townships to which 
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those poor belong. Instances have been found in which the num- 
ber of the out-township poor exceeded the number of the poor 
belonging to the township itself and where the sums advanced 
for their relief, and afterwards recovered, exceeded the expense of 
relieving the settled poor. It will be seen that in a township so 
situated the average annual expense of its own poor will not be 
a direct index of the degree of necessity for employing paid ser* 
vices, which the proper discharge of its business may require. 

The small ratio which the average annual expense of main- 
taining the poor usually bears to the amount of population in this 
district, in ordinary times, leads in more ways than one to a similar 
conclusion. 

The great mass of the population are rate-payers, and a very- 
limited number rate-receivers ; the trouble, therefore, of collect- 
ing the rates and performing the other funtions incidental to the 
overseer of a large population far exceeds that which is incidental 
to the actual relief of the poor, and cannot always be correctly- 
estimated by a reference to the average annual expense of the 
poor. Again, it is found that, where a comparatively small ex- 
penditure is incurred in relieving the necessities of a large popula- 
tion, a far greater proportion than elsewhere is bestowed in casual 
relief; by which expression is implied a succession of new cases 
of application through sickness, accident, want of employment, 
and other casualties of a like nature, incidental to a population 
dependent upon daily labour, and in which habits of improvidence, 
though not forming, as we believe and tnist, the general rule., are 
certainly not of unfrequent^ occurrence. Where the proportion 
then of casual relief is large, and the succession of new cases more 
constant, the trouble of investigation (both as regards the settle- 
ment and the necessities of the applicant) will obviously be in a 
similar proportion ; and will, as compared with other districts, 
where these circumstances do not exist in the same degree, require 
the employment of paid services to a greater extent than would, at 
first sight, appear consistent with the amount of the actual ex« 
pense of maintaining the poor. 

Tliese circumstances, while they account for the great number 
and expense of paid officers which we found existing previously 
to the introduction of the new system, have at the same time in- 
fluenced us in framing such regulations for this district as would 
enable the Boards of Guardians to provide efficiently for the de- 
spatch of the business of the several townships placed under their 
superintendence; and we have accordingly empowered the 
guardians to appoint assistant overseers as well as relieving and 
medical officers. In doing this, we have been careful not to fetter 
the discretion of the guardians by any restriction which might 
have the effect of destroying the elasticity of the order and of 
rendering it inapplicable to the peculiar circumstances of any 
portion of the district. One condition only has been made im- 
perative in reference to the appointment of relieving officers, which 
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is^ that the officer i^hould devote his whole time to the duties of 
his office^ not following any other trade or profession whatsover. 
Even upon this subject representations have been made^ that the 
peculiar circumstances of some districts would recommend a union 
of the two offices of relieving officer and assistant overseer. Al- 
though feeling a strong conviction that^ in the generality of cases, 
a separation of the two departments of collecting and paying will 
be the most beneficial course^ we are not averse at this time to the 
experiment of a union of these two offices being adopted by such 
Boards of Guardians as may be anxious to take that course ; sub- 
ject to the condition that, wherever the relieving officer also acts 
as collector of the rates, 4ie shall pay over the sums collected into 
the hands of the treasurer of the Union forthwith, to be placed 
to the credit of the township from which the collection has been 
made. 

Suggestions have been made to us, which appeared well founded 
and reasonable, that, from the difference of circumstances sub- 
sisting between townships in the same Union, the salaries of the 
assistant overseei;^ and medical officers could not be equitably 
charged upon the common fund of the Union in proportion to 
the averages. We have accordingly, in the averages' orders 
issued to the Unions in this part of the country, provided for the 
assessment of the salaries of those officers upon the several town- 
ships included in their respective districts in such proportions as 
the guardians, subject to our approbation, shall deem equitable. 

In effecting the change of management proposed, it was not 
deemed either necessary or expedient to address to the new admi- 
nistrators of relief in this important district those limitations, as 
to the manner of affording relief to certain classes of poor, which 
it had been usual to issue to the guardians of other Unions in 
England and Wales. The five regulations* which we have gene- 
rally issued on this subject in the first instance enjoined the admi- 
nistration of relief in provisions to the able-bodied poor, and made 
certain other restrictions in reference to the same class when re- 
siding at a distance from the parish or Union to which they be- 
longed. 

Some of the peculiarities which have already been mentioned 
as distinguishing the northern manufacturing districts from other 
parts of the country appeared to us to weigh strongly against the 
issue of the usual regulations, particularly when taken in con- 
nexion with that depressed state of trade, through which great 
difficulties had already been experienced in other parts of the 
kingdom. It appeared to us that, considering the very casual 
nature of the circumstances under which relief is generally afforded 
to the able-bodied in the manufacturing districts, and considering 
also the extensive intermixture of the settled population which 
has been before adverted to, the advantages derivable from the 
issue of the five regulations in question would not be commensu- 

* First Annual Report> Appendix A, No. ^« 
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rate with the inccmveiiiience which would have attended their strict 
enforcement in this peculiar district. 

In directing, therefore^ the guardians of the Unions in this dis- 
trict to assume the administration of relief to the poor^ the five 
usual regulations have been omitted, and we have left it to the 
discretion of the several Boards of Guardian? to realise the qbiects 
of those rules in such ,a manner and to such an extent as ihey 
might find compatible with the circumstances of their respective 
Unions. 

The above-mentioned are the principal points in which the relief 
orders issued to the Unions in Lancashire and the West Riding of 
York differ from the orders which have usually been issued in the 
first instance to other parts of England. We place, however, for 
your Lordship's better information on this subject, a blank form 
of the order itself in the Appendix to this Report*. 

The following is a statement of the several Unions in Lanca- 
shire and the West Riding of York, to which the order in ques- 
tion has been issued, together witn the dates of the respective 
periods at which the several Unions were thereby brought into 
operation :— - 


Name of Union. 


Skipton . • . 
Hasling^eu . 
Blackbtim . . 
Burnley • * . 

Settle 

PrestoD .... 
Warrington . 
Wigan .... 
Ormskirk . . 
West Derby . 
Prescot .... 
ChorHon . . . 
Stockport. . . 
Sal ford .... 
Re-declared 
Hali£pu( . . . 
Bradford . . . 
Huddersfield . 
Wakefield . . 
Dewsbury . . 
Keighley . . . 
Lei|;;h .... 

Selby 

Todmorden. . 
Patel«y Bridge 


Dat^ of iCs formation. 


December 20, ISdS 
December 20, 1836 
December 20, 1836 
December 23, 1836 
December 23, 1836 
December 31,1836 
January 5, 1837 
Jamiaiy 5, 1837 
January 5, 1837 
January 5, t837 
January 5, 1837 
Jannaiy 14, 1837 
Jianuary 17, 1837 
January 17, 1837) 
June 15, 1838 J 
January 21, 1837 
January 21, 1837 
January 21, 1837 
January 21, 1837 
January 21, 1837 
January 21, 1837 
January 26, 1837 
January 26, 1837 
January 28, 1837 
January 28, 1837 


Date of 
Orders and Uegulationa. 


1 


August 2, 1837 
June 8, 1838 
August 24, 1837 
July 10, 1838 
July 31, 1837 
June 7, 1838 
August 12, 1837 
June 11, 1838 
Augusts, 1837 
August 7, 1837 
October 4, 1837 
August 9, 1837 
May 26, 1838 

June 26, 1838 

January 20, 1838 
October 14, 1837 
July 7, 1838 
October 17, 1837 
July 7, 1838 
June 18, 1838 
Octobers, 1837 
December 11, 1837 
June 18, 1838 
August 3, 1837 


Date of assumption of 

administration of Relief 

by Guofdiatis. 


From and after 

I^ptember29,1837 

July 31, 1838 
October 31, 1837 
September 29, 1838 
September 29, 1837 
July 31, 1838 
September 29, 1837 
August 12, 1838 
September 29, 1837 
September 29. 1837 
November 30j 1837 
September 29, 1837 
June 24, 1838 

August 20, 1838 

March 25, 1838 
December 31, 1837 
September 29, 1833 
December 31, 1837 
September 29, 1838 
August 12, 1838 
November 30, 1837 
February 28, 1838 
August 12, 1838 
September 29, 1837 


We stated in our last Report that in some parts of this district 
the minds of the labouring population had been excited by false 
representations regarding the actual state of the law and the cha- 
racter of its administrj^tion. We expressed a confident hope at 

* App. Ai No, 7, 
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tbe same time that a better understanding of the objeetd and 
nature of the law would gradually gain grounds and that the oper- 
ation of neighbouritig Unions^ woukl have a salutary effect iipon 
the districts where popular excitement had been created. Ahhoush 
the exertions of those whose object has been to inflame the publie 
mind on this subject have in no wise relaxed^ we are enabled to 
state that tbe effect anticipated has been realized even beyond 
our espectation ; several of the districts iii wbidi the greatest et- 
citemeut at first prevailed having been brought under the opera-* 
lion of the law without any disturbance of the public tranquillity. 
We are unfortunately obliged to except from the latter obsetv^ 
ation the case of the Bradford Union (Yorkshire), in wbich^ on 
the first introduction of the law, a collisioa took place between tbe 
military and the populace, which had nearly been attended by 
fatal consequences to some of the parties engaged. We rejorce, 
however, that the necessary steps which were then taken, under 
your Lordship's direction, td uph6ld the law against popular vio- 
lence, were not accompanied by the loss of any hfe. The corre- 
spondence on this subject has been laid before the House of 
Commons, and is also placed in tbe Appendix to this Report.* 

The law has subsequently been brought into operation in all 
the Unions which have been formed in toe West luding of York- 
shire; and we are happy to be enabled to state that, even in 
Huddersfield and in Keighley, in which places the effects of 
agitation showed themselves with most violence in the first instance, 
this step has been effected in the midst of the most perfect public 
tranquillity. 

On the occasion of our issuing the usual order to the Guar- 
dians of Todmorden Union a most extraordinary course of conduct 
was pursuedi with the view of defeating the operation of the law, 
by Messrs. Fielden and Co., cotton-manufacturers, the proprie- 
tors of very extensive works in some of the townships of that 
Union. These gentlemen suddenly dismissed from their em- 
ployment the whole body of their workpeople (amounting, as we 
are informed, to several thousand hands), with an intrfmatioR, 
which was published by placard and signed by one of their firm, 
that they should altogether cease to aiford employment to their 
people until the persons who were acting as Guardians should be 
induced to resign their offices. 

This step having been accompsmied by the advei-tisement of a 
publie meeting to be held in the immediate neighbourhood of the 
meeting of the Guardians, the latter very properly took measures 
to avoid assembling on^that occasion, and to effect an adjourn- 
ment of their meeting to a subsequent day. 

In the mean time, such precautionary steps were taken by the 
resident magistrates as effectually secured the peace of the neigh- 
bourhood^ and enabled the Guardians to assemble on the day of 
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the adjourned meeting, and to proceed, undisturbed, in carrying 
the order of the Commissioners into execution. 

In the following week Messrs. Pielden and Co., having wholly 
failed in this remarkable endeavour to intimidate the Guardians 
in the execution of their duty, re-opened their works, and received 
back their workpeople into employment. 

We have adverted to these proceedings as holding out, in the 
first instance, for your Lordship's approbation, the firm and de- 
termined conduct of the Guardians of Todmorden Union ; and, 
secondly, as exhibiting, in a favourable light, the steady good 
sense and orderly disposition of the labouring population of that 
neighbourhood, who, placed, as they have been, under the strong- 
est inducements to a violent course of conduct, are entitled to 
great consideration and respect for having avoided those dis- 
astrous consequences which must have inevitably attended any 
proceeding of that nature.' 

We have very recently formed and brought into operation a 
Union, called the Salford Union, comprising the four townships 
of the Borough of Salford, which had previously been formed into 
temporary registration districts; In no part of the manufactur- 
ing districts has a stronger degree of necessity appeared for the 
establishment of a Boai^ of Guardians, in place of the manage- 
ment previously existing, than in the township of Salford ; and 
we have reason to believe that, notwithstanding the strong pre- 
judice which once prevailed in that township against the new 
system of management, its introduction at this time has given 
satisfaction to the great majority of the most respectable rate- 
payers. 

There remain at present nine of the Unions already formed in 
Lancashire, in which the Guardians have not as yet been directed 
to assume the administration of relief. In several of these no 
impediments have presented themselves to the introduction of the 
law ; there are, however, others in which difficulties have been 
experienced ; and, as our desire is to bring the whole into prompt 
and efficient operation with as little further delay as possible, we 
have deemed it expedient to employ the services of an additional 
Assistant-Commissioner in the superintendence of this important 
district. 

In our last Beport we laid before your Lordship a statement 
showing the applicability and beneficial results of the system of 
administration established, under the Poor Law Amendment Act, 
in those parts of the country in which the evils to be remedied 
appeared to be of far less magnitude than those which prevailed 
in the South-East portion of England. 

The past year has furnished other instances in illustration of 
this subject. We have already alluded to the great diminution of 
expenditure in the Atcham Union, and we are enabled to state a 
result almost as favourable in reference to all the Shropshire 
Unions^ the comparative expenditure whereof is set forth below. 
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With respcict to the distriot comprising Cumberland, West- 
moreland, and the northern portion of Lancashire, Mr. Voules, 
one of our Assistant Commissioners, observes as follows : — 

•* During the last year yearly the whole of my district has been 
united, and the constant and close insight which has thus been 
afforded into parochial affairs fully justifies the declaration, that 
there is scarcely a parish in which instances of mismanagement 
or malversation have not displayed themselves ; and that the 
often-repeated assertion, that the New Poor Law is not appli- 
cable to the North, has been completely falsified in that portion of 
it which is intrusted to my care, and which comprises a very- 
large and mixed population. 

" The abundance of the materials which I have collected, and 
which form the basis of this proposition, precludes me from detail 
in a document intended only as a summary ; but it is necessary 
to state that, previously to the introduction of the New Poor Law, 
out-door relief was granted to the able-bodied and their families, 
in the shape of rent, medical attendance, and clothing, to an 
extent which the state of the district by no means warranted, 
even under the old law ; that the allowance systerfi prevailed, 
though generally unacknowledged, and often unknown, from the 
variety and obscurity of the disguises under which it was masked ; 
that of the parish workhouses very few were at all efficient, owing 
to the want of classification, employment and discipline ; that 
the parochial accounts were most irregularly kept, and the pa- 
rochial funds often most corruptly applied ; and, lastly, that a 
total want of uniformity pervaded the whole. 

" The concurrent testimony of the portion of the county now 
in union shows that the introduction of the new law has entirely 
remedied these evils; that increased comforts have been pro- 
vided for the aged and infirm ; that the medical attendance has 
been more attentively and adequately administered; that the 
pauper children have been better instructed; that many instances 
may be adduced of hereditary and habitual paupers being con- 
verted into industrious and independent labourers; and, above 
all, that these benefits are gratefully acknowledged by the poor 
then|selves. 

'* Such of the temporary workhouses as are in use are as well 
conducted as the disadvantages of inconvenient access and want 
of aclequate accommodation will admit, and several new work- 
houses are in progress. 

'^ It {night reasonably be supposed that these acknowledged 
benefits would necessarily entail a corresponding increase of ex- 
pense; but, while the out-door relief to the aged and infirm has 
been augmented, the different Unions have effected reductions in 
their expenditure varying from 18j to 37 per cent., as appears by 
the cmnexed sts^tement : — 
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Unions. 

Population. 

Average 
Expenditure. 

Expenditure, 

Yr ended 25th 

March, 1838. 

Amount 

of 
Decrease. 

Decrease 

Cent. 

WeKtnnoreland : 
lUverstcme . 
Kast Ward . . 
Kendal . ^ 
Penrith . . 

Totals . . 

22,311 
14.455 
32,740 
21,208 

£. 
9,631 
5.009 

12,738 
6,164 

£. 
6,253 
3,363 
9,514 
5,106 

£. 
3,380 
1,646 
3,224 
1,058 

35 
33 

25 
17 

90,714 

33,544 

24,236 

9,308 

28 


With regard to the North-Eastern portion of England, com- 
prising Northumberland and Durham, Sir John Walsham, one of 
our Assistant-Commissioners, thus notices the defects and abuses 
in the management of the poor which existed in those counties : — 

1st, " That, although the habitual maintenance of able-bodied 
male paupers out of local funds does not appear to have made 
much head in Durham, and scarcely had existence in Northum- 
berland, out-door allowances would yet have been given, as of 
course^ in almost every part of this district^ on any accidental 
stoppage or loss of work. 

2nd. '^ That, whatever general merits may or may not other- 
wise have distinguished Northumberland and Durham from more 
pauperized districts, those counties must not lay claim to supe- 
riority in reference to bastardy, for in no part of England was 
bastardy more prevalent than in portions of this district, and in 
none was the practice of out-relief to the mother more pertinaci- 
ously upheld. The Newcastle parishes of All Saints and St. 
Andrews, together with the parishes of Sunderland and Berwick, 
are the only places I can call to mind where a weekly allowance 
for every illegitimate child was not matter of course. 

3rd. ^' That the difficulties of inducing children in competent 
circumstances to contribute to the support of their aged parents 
(whose maintenance the parish had hitherto taken 'off their hands) 
were quite as great, if not relatively greater, considering the 
wages of labour, in the north as in the south. 

4th. " That instances of families who had been for months and 
years in the previous enjoyment of high wages, throwing them- 
selves upon the parish, so soon as illness or temporary loss of em- 
ployment or want of some particular work may occur, are common 
in every Union and to every class, except the agricultural ; for in 
the agricultural parts of Northumberland and (in a minor de- 
gree) of Durham, but more especially in the wards north of the 
Coquet, the hinding system works in the most admirably bene- 
ficial manner, in prevention of pauperism, and in increase of 
independent habits among the rural population. 

5th. "That cottage rents were everywhere paid, to a greater or 
a less extent, and that needless law expenses and extravagant 
charges by overseers, on account of dinners, loss of time, travelling 
costs, &c., abounded throughout the district. 
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6th. " That the number of non-resident paupers^ and the un- 
certainty and ignorance respecting them, which existed on the 
formation of every Union (those of Newcastle, and perhaps of 
Sunderland excepted), equalled, and in several cases exceeded, 
what I had ever met before of the kind. In one Union the non- 
residents were above a third more numerous than the resident 
paupers." 

The following Table of results from the Northumberland and 
Duriiam Unions shows that considerable progress has been made 
in those counties, notwithstanding that they have been in opera- 
tion little more than one complete year, especially when the 
reduction of expenses is considered with reference to the fact that 
the two last years included in the calculation of their average 
expenditure were years of unexampled prosperity in the district. 

A Tablb showing the Population, the Average Annual Expenditure before the 
formation of Union, and also the Expenditure during the Year ended 25rh of 
March 1838 ; showing the Amount of Decrease or Increase, as compared with 
the Expenditure before Union.— 11th July 1838. 



Popula- 

Average 

Expenditure 
on Poor, 

Amotmt 

Decrease 

UNIONS. 

tion 

Expendi- 

Year ended 

of 

per 


in 1831. 

ture. 

S5th Mnrch, 
1838. • 

Decrease. 

Cent. 

Durii\m: 


£. 

£. 

£. 


*" Auckland • • 

14,63i 

4,574 

3,419 

1,155 

25 

•Chester-le-Street . 

17,178 

7,180 

5,308 

1,872 

25 

* Darlington . . • 

18,883 

6,805 

5,573 

1,2^2 

18 

Durham 

15,550 

5,015 

4,116 

899 

18 

Eayin^[tt)n . 

6,982 

1,259 

1,155 

104 

8 

*Gatf8head . . 

31,017 

9,011 

7,560 

1,451 

16 

Iluui^hton-le- Spring 

20,8)7 

4,606 

3,759 

847 

18 

Lanchester 

7,924 

3,077 

2,166 

911 

30 

Sedgefield . 

5,280 

2,078 

1,720 

358 

17 

Sotuh Shields . 

i 24, 4 i7 

9,029 

7,007 

2,022 

22 

♦Stockton . . . 

23,235 

7,375 

6,048 

1,327 

18 

♦Sunderland • . 

42,664 

10,930 

10,494 

,436 

4 

♦Teesdale . . . 

19,839 

7,812 

4,980 

2,832 

36 

*\Veardale . • ^ ; 

12,775 

3,574 

3,594 

Incr. 20 

• • 

NoRTHUXDBIlT.\ND : 





• 

•Alnwick . . . 

17,263 

6,888 

6,452 

436 

6 

Belford . . • 

6,422 

2,326 

1,994 

332 

14 

Bfllinifham . . 

6,530 

3,195 

2,619 

576 

18 

•Berwick • , • 

28,782 

8,442 

6,861 

1,581 

19 

♦Castle Ward . . 

15,539 

5,754 

4,672 

1,082 

19 

Glendale . . , 

13,8)6 

5,683 

4,367 

1,316 

23 

♦Haltwhistle , . 

5,634 

1,977 

1,576 

401 

20 

•Hexham . • 

27,271 

8,832 

7,912 

920 

10 

♦Morpeth . , . 

14,340 

5,329 

4.874 

455 

9 

Newcastle . 

54,991 

i:),049 

13,953 

1,096 

7 

Rothbury • • • 

7,715 

3,689 

3,305 

384 

10 

Tjrnemotith • 

47,715 

13,140 

11,787 

1,353 

10 


♦ The column of " Annual Expenditure " eomprises the entire Union and paro^ 
chittl exp#»nditure, with the sole exceptions of county>rates and of jtiry and votern' 
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In adverting to the present state of these counties, it appears to 
us not irrelevant to notice certain statements contained in a Report 
which has recently been published respecting the progress and 
present state of pauperism in the district immediately adjoining 
Northumberland, — namely, Berwickshire, in Scotland. From 
these statements, which are inserted in the Appendix to this 
Report,* it appears that, in the j^ear 1836-7, in 17 parishes of this 
Scotch county, the number of paupers relieved, out of a populai- 
tion of about 20,000 persons, was 755; and that the amount 
of allowances granted to them was 344 H. 14j. 6rf. to permanent 
paupers, and 274/. 8j. lOd. to temporary paupers, making a 
total of 3716/. 3*. 4d. independently of expenses incidental to 
managrement. 

Although these amounts are somewhat less than the cor- 
responding particulars of the Unions in Northumberland, yet, if 
they are compared with the statements above set forth relating to 
the Shropshire Unions, and even with the population and expen- 
diture in some parts of England, in which, previously to the 
passing of the Poor Law Amendment Act, pauperism was most 
burdensome, we shall find that the comparison is by no means 
favourable to the Scotch county, and that the pecuniary burden 
thrown on the occupiers in that district is greater than is now the 
case in the English districts above adverted to, notwithstanding 
these districts must still be considered as in a transition state to- 
wards still better management. 

The petitions to the Houses of Parliament, and the addresses 
to your Lordship from Boards of Guardians, copies of which have 
been t ransmitted to us, and some of them appended to this Re- 
port,f furnish a further illustration (if any were needed) of the 
groundlessness of the opinion that the maladministration of the 
former Poor Law, and the necessity of interference on our part, 
was confined to the south-eastern part of England ; and, in fact, 
the mere enumeration J of some of tlie Unions whence these pe- 
titions and addresses have proceeded will satisfy your Lordship 
that, with the exception of tliose districts in which, owing to pecu- 

lists ; and incUidesi, moreover, iu every Union of which the name has an atftferivk 
attached, the ciisbursements (amounting often to conKidemble sums) whieh were 
ntrcessarily required during the past year (being the first of Union, management) 
for the purchase of workhouse and other furniture, the enlargement or alterations 
of the old poor-houses, &c. 

• App. C, No. 9. t App. B., No. 6. 

I Boards of Guardians from whom Petitions or Addressfs have been received : — 

Henlfy 
Uttoxeter 
Bridgnorth 
Nantwich 

TottU'8 

Nuneaton 
Stoke-upun-Trent (Parish of) Kast Kent Unions 
*" ■ West Kent Unions 

Castle-Ward Union 
NorthumberlBnil). 


Saffron Walden 

Camelford 

Wobura 

Blandford 

Haverfordwest 

Atcham 

Ciimberwell (P<irish of) 

Fuleshill 

Poplar 

Okehrtmpton 

Cosfora 

Hendini^tou 

Taaaworth 

Stoke-upun-*] 

South Moiion 

Bridgvwater 

Ca^try 

Cheadle 
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liar circumstances, we have either been prevented from introducing 
the nevr system, or have only just commenced its introduction, 
there is hardlj' any portion of th« country in which Boards of 
Guardians have not borne testimony to the applicability and ad- 
vantages of the law — to the pecuniary advantages as respects the 
rate-payers, and to the moral improvement resulting to the 
labouring classes. 

Before commencing the statement of the general results which 
have exhibited themselves during the past year, we think it right 
to advert briefly to several matters of an incidental nature, some 
of which have occupied no inconsiderable portion of our attention 
during that period. 

We have made considerable progress in providing adequate 
workhouses for the several Unions which have been formed. At 
the present time 32S Unions have workhouses completed and in 
operation; 141 have workhouses building, or in course of alter- 
ation ; 42 have consented to build workhouses, but have not yet 
commenced. 

Of the remaining Unions, we regret to state that 38 Boards of 
Guardians for the present have not taken steps for providing 
themselves with this indispensable requisite of good management. 
We entertain no doubt, however, that a perception of the advan- 
tage derived by their neighbouring Unions in which workhouses 
are established, will, within a short period, effect all that we can 
desire in reference to this subject. 

The expenditure incurred during the past year in reference to 
the building and altering of workhouses is set forth in the Appen- 
dix to this Keport.* 

We have used our best exertions to aid the Guardians and the 
parochial authorities in carrying into effect the Parochial Assess- 
ment Act. With this view, after perceiving, from a great num- 
ber of applications for information, the nature of the doubts and 
difficulties which had arisen, we drew up a supplementary letter 
of instructions upon the subject, a copy of which is inserted in the 
Appendix to this Report, f 

Although we have not in any case ordered a map of a parish to 
be made, without an application to us on the part of the parish 
officers, or of the guardians, we have endeavoured, whenever maps 
have been applied for and ordered to be made, to cause such 
arrangements to be adopted as should secure their correctness, 
and insure a uniformity ot scale of these maps. 

So far as respects these objects, we have to acknowledge the 
willing aid which we have derived from the Tithe Commissioners 
for England and Wales, and their Assistant-Commissioner Captain 
Dawson, to whom the topographical department of their business 
is particularly intrusted. 

* App. C, Nob. 3 and 4. f App. A., No. 4. 
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We have no doubt that, owing to the co-operation of the Tithe 
Commissioners towards this object, the advantage of a correct and 
uniform topographical delineation of a large portion of thfe country 
will have been secured ; and that, should it hereafter be deemed 
expedient to complete this delineation for the whole country, the 
object may then be accomplished with great facility, and at a 
great saving of expense to the public. 

With regard to the valuations, we have had no means of bring- 
ing their accuracy to any practical test. 

We fear that, as the same professional valuers have rarely been 
employed by adjoining Unions, and as even in the same Union 
the Guardians, naturally unwilling to oppose the wishes of thfe 
owners and rate-payers where property was to be the subject of 
valuation, have appointed different valuers to the different pa- 
rishes comprised in their Unions, that general uniformity in the 
principle and the practice of valuing which was desired by the 
legislature will not have been entirely attained. We have no 
doubt, however, that an important step has been gained towards 
this object, and that, whenever the legislature shall resume the 
consideration of this subject, means may be devised of attaitiing 
the desired end, by the establishment of some more general au- 
thority for the revision of these valuations. 

It has occurred very frequently that the parish authorities 
and rate-payers have not found it necessary to incur the expense 
of a new valuation, but have, nevertheless, required some aid in the 
partial revision of their assessment, or in rendering it conform- 
able to the principle laid down in the Parochial Assessment Act. 

The impossibility of procuring the means of making cotempo- 
raneously professional valuations throughout the country ; the 
absolute necessity of adjusting the assessment within a limited 
time ; and the impracticability of getting this effected by gratui- 
tous agencies, — have induced us to permit the Guardians, under 
our orders for a new valuation, to defray such incidental expenses 
as may have arisen from these partial valuations ; and has occa- 
sionally made it appear to us necessary to direct the appointment 
of an assistant overseer, for the express purpose of assisting the 
parish officers in this part of their duty. 

We should, however, feel relieved from much responsibility, if 
your Lordship should think fit to intrust us with powers of a niore 
direct nature, enabling us to provide for payment, out of the poor- 
rates, of necessary expenses of this nature, more especially in those 
cases which are by no means rare, in which the parish officers, 
anxious to attend promptly to the expressed intention of the 
legislature, have, without previous communication with u$, in- 
curred bona fide expenses in making the necessary alterations of 
the rate. 

The Sales of parochial property have formed another important 
branch of the business of our office. We have annexed to the 
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Report* a table showing the amount of parochial property sold, 
and how the produce has been applied. The recent Act of 
1st Vict., cap. 25, which gives to us the power of applying the pro- 
ceeds of these sales in discbarge of sums which have been lent by 
individuals for the benefit of parishes, but which have been either 
irregularly advanced or informally secured, will enable us to 
remedy a great number of cases of hardship, which have been, 
for a long time past, a source of great uneasiness to us. 

The migration of labourers with their families, from the 
southern to the northern districts, has not been carried on to any 
material extent since the date of our last Report to your Lordship. 

Our endeavours to promote an interchange of labour have been 
guided exclusively by proof of a superabundance existing in one 

i)art of the kingdom, and a comparative scarcity in another. So 
ong as the manufacturing districts afforded a demand beyond 
that which the indigenous population could supply, and the agri- 
cultural counties possessed large numbers of unemployed families, 
migration afforded beneficial relief to each ; but our instructions 
to Mr. Muggeridge, our migration agent, were so framed as to 
guard against the possibility of this auxiliary being conducted to 
an extent which should in any particular locality lead to injurious 
competition in the labour-market. The embarrassments in the 
manufacturing districts, and the extensive commercial depression 
occasioned by the temporary suspension of the trading intercourse 
with the United States, placed the condition of the manufacturing 
population, during the past year, in too perilous a position to 
render an augmentation of their numbers by home migration ex- 
pedient or desirable. The families who haa previously migrated, 
under our sanction have, in a few instances only, sustained any 
inconvenience from these causes. The number who have, from 
any cause, returned to their parishes, form but an inconsiderable 
per centage (probably not exceeding five per centum) of the 
whole of the migrants, the far greater proportion of whom have 
attained circumstances of comparative independence and comfort. 
Where sickness or other casualties may have rendered relief ne- 
cessary, it has been afforded, and usually at the cost of the parish 
from whence the migration was effected. 

The number of poor persons assisted to emigrate by means of 
parish funds, since our last Annual Report, has not been so large 
as in the year preceding, and few of those who have emigrated 
have proceeded to the British American provinces, which, previ- 
ous to the breaking out of the disturbances in the Canadas, was 
the destination of almost all the emigrants requiring parochial 
aid. These disturbances had the effect of diverting the course of 
emigration to the Australian colonies, into which it nad previously 
been found difficult to introduce a labouring population, notwith- 

* App. C, No. 5. 
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standing a free passage had been offered to all such as should 
appear likely to be useful in their respective occupations. The 
Agent-General for Emigration^ in his Report, dated the 28th 
April 1838, to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, speaking 
of emigration to the Australian colonies, observes, " There was 
not at first much alacrity to emigrate from England in the public 
vessels ;" and he subsequently states, " In the Autumn (1837) a 
vessel was allotted to the county of Norfolk ; but, although the 
measure had been settled some months, and expressly to meet 
the convenience of the parties, the whole of them changed their 
minds at the last moment ; and, within a fortnight of the time 
appointed for the ship's sailing, with a certain expenditure of be- 
tween 4000/. and 5000/. incurred, we found ourselves with just 
three families who remained willing to go.'* 

The difficulty of finding persons willing to emigrate to Australia 
appears to have ceased immediately on the news of disturbances 
in the Canadas reaching this country, for the Agent-General sub- 
sequently remarks that " Circumstances are much changed this 
year : we have found no difficulty in filling four ships already 
from the county of Kent alone.'* 

The direct aid given to the emigrants proceeding to the Aus- 
tralian colonies has not, however, relieved the parishes from all 
expense in this matter. The conditions upon which the free pas- 
sage is given to the poor persons are, that they must themselves 
defray any expenses previous to joining the ship, and must come 
supplied with a sufficient quantity of clothes for the voyage. 
These conditions the parishes to which the emigrants belong have 
generally enabled the poor person to perform, by means of funds 
raised under the provision of the 62nd sec. of the Poor Law 
Amendment Act, which contemplates parochial funds being raised 
'' in aid of any fund or contribution for defraying the expenses 
of the emigration of poor persons." Thus, in whatever districts 
the Agent- iGreneral for Emigration, has directed his officers to 
proceed for the purpose of selecting emigrants, the parishes to 
which the emigrants belong have applied for the CommissroneiV 
sanction to raise funds to facilitate the emigration, and the ope- 
rations of the Agent- General, as regards England and Wales 
during the present year, having been extended only to Kent, 
Sussex, Hampshire, and Wilts, so has parochial emigration been 
confined, with few exceptions, to the same localities. The few 
exceptions which exist may, however, nearly all be traced to the 
same causes as those which have encouraged emigration from the 
districts selected by the Agent-General. The fund from which 
the Agent- General derives the means to conduct emigration also 
supplies to special agents the expenses incurred in conveying 
emigrants to the colonies by which they are employed. These 
special agents adopt a different practice from that of the Agent- 
General, who confines the selection of the emigrants, for each 
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ship chartered under his direction, to particular districts, and do 
not limit the field of their operations by the boundaries of districts 
or counties.- 

In addition to the emigration conducted under the direction of 
the Agent' General for Emigration, and by the special agents 
appointed by the colony of New South Wales, there have been a 
few instances of emigration to South Australia, British America, 
and the United States. To the former colotiy the emigrants have 
been partially assisted by the Commissioners appointed for the 
colonization of that province ; but to the British American pro- 
vinces and the United States no assistance has been afforded to 
the parishes from funds or contributions in aid of emigration, and 
consequently the whole cost of the emigration has been defrayed 
by the parishes in which the poor persons had settlements. Those 
who have proceeded to the British American provinces and the 
United States appear to have been influenced in their desire to 
emigrate by relations transmitting favourable accounts of their 
own prospects in life. 

Since our last Report we have authorised to be raised or bor- 
rowed for emigration purposes the sum of 3681/. 13,y. 7^d,, and 
the number of emigrants who have left England in the same pe- 
riod, having received parochial assistance for that purpose, is 819.* 
In the previous year the sum authorised to be borrowed or raised 
was 7447/. 14j. Irf., and the number of emigrants was 1182; but, 
as in that year almost all the emigrants proceeded to the British 
American provinces, the parishes defrayed the whole of the ex- 
pense, there being no public funds applicable to emigration to 
those colonies. 

In the Appendix to our Third Annual Report,-}; allusion was 
made to the conduct of an emigration agent, who had sent parish 
emigrants to sea in a ship which did not stand in one of the 
classes in Lloyd's Register prescribed by the contract. The 
Commissioners are happy to have it in their power to state that 
the vessel reached its destination : but, as no explanation has been 
offered by the contractor, the Commissioners have not sanctioned 
the payment of the second moiety of the passage-tnoney. 

In !he performance of that portion of our duties which relates 
to the prevention of all expenditure from the poor-tates which is 
not sanctioned by the authority of the Legfislature, we have found 
it necessary, in some instances, to advise the disallowance of 
charges for objects which, though useful in themselves, had not 
received the requisite sanction of the Legislature. In a Report 
required by your Lordship, we have expressed our apprehensions 
that the disallowance of such charges had been attended with 
much discontent, in many instances, where the necessity of an 
adherence to the express provisions of the statutes was not felt, or 

• App. C , No. 6. t Third Annual Report, App. A., No. 3. 
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where it was supposed that the disallowance was the consequence 
of some direct enactments contained in the new law, 'or of some 
regulations made at our discretion. In that Report, which we beg 
leave to insert in the Appendix,* we have set forth the grounds on 
which we have recommended that the sanction of the Legislature 
should be given to the application of the rates to a number of 
objects therein specified, where the charge would be compara- 
tively inconsiderable^ but the inconvenience and evil to the public, 
occasioned by their disallowance, is severe and extensive. We 
trust that the Reports of Dr. Arnott, Dr. Kay, and Dr. South- 
wood Smith, on the suggested means of removing the indirect 
sources of disease and death, of the destitution of survivors, and 
of the consequent burthens on the poor-rates, as well as on the 
funds accumulated by the labouring classes themselves in their 
sick-clubs, benefit-societies, and voluntary associations, and the 
general uses to which the Union establishments may be applied, 
will be found deserving of the consideration of Parliament. 

The general results of the Poor Law Amendment Act, as re- 
spects the burthen of the rate-payers, continue upou the whole to 
be satisfactory. 

When the entire country is formed into Unions, it will not be 
difficult, in each successive year, to exhibit a comparative table, 
which shall accurately represent the increase or diminution of 
pauperism throughout England and Wales. 

To effect a similar comparison for the present year, we have 
caused three tables to be prepared. The first, given below,f ex- 
hibits the expenditure for the years ending 25th March, 1537, 
and 25th March, 1838, of 200 Unions which have been in ope- 
ration more than two years. The second, also inserted below, J ex- 
hibits the expenditure for the year ending 25th March, 1838, as 
compared with the official averages of 462 Unions and parishes 
under Boards of Guardians, which have been in operation 
more than one year. ITie third table, which forms a sepa- 
rate Appendix to this Report,§ will represent the comparative 
expenditure of the whole of England and Wales, for the years 
1834, 1837, and 1838. As far as we are able to judge from that 
portion of it which is as yet completed, the difference of expendi- 
ture for the year ending March, 1834, and for the year ending 
March, 1838, will exceed 2,300,000/. 

From the first of these tables it will be perceived that, as be- 
tween the years 1836-7 and 1837-8, there is an increase of the 
Union expenditure. Having regard however to the augmented 
price of food in the latter year, and to the severity of the last 
winter, and the continuance of stagnation in trade and manufac- 
turesi we think ourselves justified in considering this small in- * 
crease in the expenditure as indicating general good manage- 
ment, on the part of the Guardians.. 

* App. A., No. 1. f Pages 60 to 64. 

X Pages 66 to 72. J Appendix D. 
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An Account^ khowinf^ the Avount of Money expencled for the Rblibp anil Maintbnat^c^ 
of the Poor in each of the fulluwin)^ Unions^ during the Years ended on the 25th March 
1837 and 183^ re-pectively ; stating the Number of Parishes and the Pupulatiou con*| 
tained in each, and specilying the rate per cent, of Decresise or Increase in each Year as 
compared witK the Arerage Annual Kxpenditure before the formation of the Union. 
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Bedford . • • 

44 
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Ampthill • . 

19 
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16 
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15 
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* Where additions or separations of Parishes have been made since the first quarter of 
this year, the averages and | opolation have been altered accordingly. 
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43 


37 



14 

l:.,097 

13.448 

8,067 

9,611 

40 




Uabied . . . 

16 

Ii.901 

16,821 

10,340 

8,795 

39 


48 


Orwtt . . . 

18 

8,609 

5,897 

3,770 

3,951 

36 


29 


Culchcilet . . 

IG 

16,1(57 

10,155 

7,171 

7,7ii6 

29 


24 


Celmsford . . 

31 

24,212 

17,246 

12,470 

13,458 

27 


30 


Gwi-C ESTER : 

Tewkesbury . . 

23 

14,193 

7,710 

4,489 

4,130 

42 


46 


Glaurtfjlvt . . 

37 

22,298 

7,286 

4,659 

4.945 

36 


31 


Kewe.it . . . 

IS 

11,049 

5,093 

3,231 

3,781 

36 


26 


W<n>tbury-on-Sa- 











13 

8,760 

3,466 

2,381 

3,019 

.11 


n 


Chclrunhiim . . 

12 

29,861 

5,732 

4,709 

3,117 

18 


4 


Allisn'., St, . . 

g 

IS, 883 

8,488 

3,90ri 

4,0J1 

54 


54 


Watfora . . . 

6 

15,379 

8,4:3 

4,030 

4,8J9 

53 


43 


Bi shops' Slailfonl 

20 

18,012 

17,421 

8,449 

9,814 

5i 


44 


Wan. . . . 

15 

4,654 

12,131 

5,8^3 

6,317 

52 


48 


Ifiiitingrurd 

IG 

6,327 

4,615 

2.304 

3,1148 

50 


34 


Halfi^W . . . 

4 

5,933 

3,1/7 

1.6J0 

1,7J6 

48 


45 


Jlertfurd . . . 

IS 

12,155 

8,202 

4,564 

4,606 

44 


44 


Baroet . . . 

9 

8,970 

5,486 

3,382 

5,373 

38 


23 


Hilcbin . . . 

28 

20,639 

12,315 

7,819 

8,712 

37 


27 


hI^I?"' • ' 

4 

1,970 

1,037 

7-i5 

839 

30 


25 


St.' Netill . . 

30 

16,360 

11,059 

8,0% 

7,480 

43 


46 



25 

14,923 

17,957 

6,232 

fi,262 

65 


62 



23 

l:i,365 

18,400 

6,5^)2 

8,934 

64 


51 


Wnt Ashfoni . 

10 

7,634 

10,806 

4,002 

5,491 

63 


42 


BI«BU . . . 

IS 

11,139 

12,221 

4,529 

4,329 

63 


59 


Eailrr . . . 

2(1 

13,518 

16,272 

:^,95^ 

7,426 

03 


fil 


£lhBm . . . 

IS 

8,212 

9,309 

3,644 

5,209 

61 




Kumtiey Manh . 

lu 

4,859 

6,998 

2,765 

2.833 

fiO 


59 


S.:veii Ualu . , 

16 

19,607 

18,379 

7,628 

7,798 

38 


58 


Kait Aihfotd , 

25 

10,751 

12,891 

5,917 


54 


42 


MeofniMet . 

11 

23,798 

14.642 

0,946 

8!l95 

53 


38 


Milloii . . . 

18 

10,689 

11,179 

5,273 

4,382 

53 


ei 


Tunbrida* . . 

10 

21,159 

18,623 

8,692 

8,438 

53 


47 












I'm ... 

2 

9,44) 

5,518 

2,754 

2,457 

50 


S-i 


It1eorShepi«r • 

7 

9,934 

6,695 

3,453 

3,481 

43 


48 


TcnterdBD . . 

11 

10,478 

I'i.Sll 

6,487 

7,398 

48 


41 


UHd^e . . . 

22 

10,439 

9,808 

5,241 

4,764 

47 


44 


Ciauhrook . . 

6 

12,816 

11,831 

6,827 

6,299 

42 


47 


■ Where additloni 

Ot w 

pamlUnia 

f Pa.i>lH 

have b« 

n moAe nince the first quart 

F litis yrar, the arera 

«*•"" 

1 popuUtio 

n have bee 

altf r«<l ac 

cordrnglj-. 






Pecuniary Hesults of the Amended Sy^iem. 


HurdinKsloiM 
Th«,,»ton . 

Nonhumptoii 
0..n.lle . . 

Davrntcy 

VVouditoek . 

Chipping Norton 

Wim'y '. 


15,411 
13,191 
15,376 

16,19a 

lU,fi-l3 
10,739 
1'2,G32 
11,489 


13,7A1 
lf,571 

15,464 
12,112 


Humley . 

Fanluiii ... 9 12, 137 I0,7U8 4,445 5,180 

PcitriSeld . . 13 7,111 - ■" - 

* Whi^n! ROilitioua or wpatationi of Parigluti bt.it bran nudu aiuc 
of thii year, the arEragen KM populatkitl have been nlti^Kd BccotdinKly. 


i^,u:;o 
8,490 
2,419 
7,416 


11,060 
9 ,450 

10,231 
12,545 

tj,932 
10,833 
9,220 
5,816 

11,743 
7,316 
12,502 


11,945 
19,101 

!?3,HJ« 
11,001 
12,477 
20 ,046 
7,599 


12,694 


4,922 
4,247 
5,495 

3,602 


5,S46 
6,141 
6.205 
8,229 


5,494 
3,597 
6,SS4 

7.778 


3,724 
5,234 

5,S7fi 


5 ,60;i 

6,641 

io,9n 

4,172 

10,578 
8,708 

4,584 


7,867 
4,523 


4,592 

9,033 
6,188 

S,714 
8,880 
8,681 
j,149 
7,542 
6,683 
6,042 

6,301 
4,0i6 
8,011 
8,255 
8,940 
6,244 


9,827 
12,918 
8,249 
7,PnO 


4,fc29 


^ 

t.^ 

t^ 

- ?? 


a.« 

B.0O 

3; .go 





s 

M 

l« 

s.= 

i 

U 

^t 

h^ 

X 

4(3 

ii> 

Ja 

7 


48 


6 


20 

:. 

i 


22 


I 


35 


5 


62 





50 





37 


5 


20 


9 


46 


9 


46 


5 


40 


9 


13 


3 


42 


i 


30 




28 

'4 

3 


46 


I 


45 


7 


44 


5 

'.'. 

43 


5 

.. 

40 


4 


46 


1 


3d 


!J 


13 


5 


11 


r 


44 


i5 


40 


4 


49 


1 


51 


7 


39 


e 
s 


48 
3S 


1 


26 


6 


15 


4 


63 


1 


43 


i8 


Si 


S 


43 



Pecuniary Setutts of the Amended System. 


re>t . 

S 

s 

1,950 

ll,Sl:l 

2,706 
7,04S 

1,398 
3,711 

d 


9,549 

9,717 

5,241 

iiii:b .' 

12 
7 

9,969 
3,17:. 

8,141 
4,396 

4,465 
2,43J 


6 

&,398 

4,975 

2,779 

OMhIm 

9 

9,4ir 

6,003 

3,410 

■en . 

15 

7,885 

6,500 

3.753 

Wintney 

13 

9,83l» 

7,^39 

4,540 

4g. . 

15 

6,532 

5,542 

3,516 



l6,4al 

12,715 

8,272 

uidieitot 

33 

16,807 

10,312 

6,843 

1. . 

18 

6,971 

0.086 

4,313 

oke . 

37 

15,479 

13,324 

9,330 

biiil^e 

9 

5,567 

4,754 

3,493 

ud . 

3 

4,907 

2,99r> 

2,185 


3 

7,089 

3,622 

2,669 

on . 

6 

9,5ul 

5,471 

4,643 


as 

17,900 

19,223 

7,696 


24 

15,166 

19,904 

9,232 

cd ! 

28 

13,053 

11,298 

5,313 

% 

49 

25,303 

21,979 

10,977 


Ai 

27,896 

26,483 

13,129 

e&CUyd. 

n 38 

15.957 

14,306 

7,504 


32 

17,871 

19,21^ 

ia,J36 


31 

16,846 

13,632 

7^*1 

je . 

Zit 

10,192 

14,313 

8,I6S 

ale 

40 

20,703 

19,947 

11,937 


46 

16,916 

13,b75 

8,346 


U 

20,5i8 

13,085 

8,547 

■if . 

46 

2-J,163 

IS, 733 

12,fi4i 

13 

8,100 

5,a78 

4,871 

r • - 

g 

13,369 

6,307 

4.282 


14 

7,3li7 

6,517 

4, el 2 

well '. 

1 

28,231 

I5,93U 

10,493 

am 

14 

7,311 

9,796 

2,843 


1^ 

6,585 

8,095 

2,549 

h 

5 

9.012 

12,224 

4,116 

1 

26 

12,';39 

17,S36 

6,560 

mpoett 

37 

15,017 

16,457 

6,330 

d . 

15 

12,017 

17,139 

6,759 

. . 

11 

16,101 

IF, 643 

6,5-.7 


14 

12,068 

14,23-. 

5,664 


14 

7,823 

11,964 

5,142 


10 

12,270 

14,068 

61247 

m 


11,825 

18,351 

8,'J79 


11 

6,977 

9,r.76 



23 

11,071 

9,339 

4,438 


8 

13,347 

10,915 

5,105 

i. . 

13 

13,280 

6,969 

3,861 


1,279 
4.94,> 
5,3US 
4,26: 
2,682 
2.842 
3,197 
4,565 
4,007 
3,387 
9,177 
7,119 


2,250 
2,970 
4,782 

7,122 

7,312 
5.270 
10,379 
17.326 
6,9s3 
9.231 
7,769 


3,372 

2,578 
4,104 
6,041 
6,657 
7,104 
7,020 
6,435 
4,7.32 
6,155 
8,979 
4,372 
5,042 
6,262 
5,493 


I itui yoi, the averages anil pupuUI 
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Pecuniary Results of the Amended System. 


C4t 





A 

Expenditure for the 

• 

. t>I m^ oo at 




Average 

Relief nf the Poor 

»S2 

2^ 

^S 

5:^ 


1 

Popula- 

Annual 

duriug the Years 

»*2 

«3 


ST QC 

Unions. 


tion in 

Kx|iendi- 

eaded 25th March 

" S 




o 

• 

1831. 

ture before 
Union. 



2-^ 

it «/ 

^0 

liicrej 
Gent. 


•1837. 

1838. 



Sussex eonid. 



£. 

£. 


Rye .... 

12 

11,418 

11,588 

6,443 

7,450 

44 

. • 

36 

• • 

Easkt Griuiitead . 

7 

11,476 

12,053 

7.099 

6,871 

41 

• • 

43 

• • 

Lewtei • . . 

7 

9,297 

^J70 

3; 728 

3,946 

35 

• • 

32 

• • 

West Firle . . 

8 

2,364 

2,957 

1,951 

1,882 

34 

■ • 

36 

• • 

Newhaven • 

16 

4,400 

3,371 

2,617 

1,927 

23 

• • 

43 

• • 

Wilts : 










Cricklade&Woot- 


*• 








toii BasKett • • 

14 

10,275 

11,948 

5,588 

6,828 

53 

• • 

43 

a a 

High worth and 










Swindon . • 

16 

12,611 

11,387 

5,315 

5,940 

53 

. • 

48 

8 a 

Westbury&Whor- 










welsdown • • 

10 

13,164 

9,719 

4,640 

6,487 

52 

• • 

33 

• a 

Calne . 

11 

fe,97a 

9,133 

4,671 

4,518 

49 

• • 

51 

a a 

Alder bury . , 

22 

13.227 

10,672 

5,660 

6,561 

47 

. • 

39 

a a 

Tisbury . 

20 

9,7o3 

8,267 

4,473 

5,111 

46 

• • 

38 

a a 

Kradford . • . 

8 

12,660 

10,112 

5,776 

6,196 

43 

• « 

39 

a a 

Wilton . . . 

22 

10,270 

8,811 

5,C07 

7,390 

36 

. . 

16 

• a 

Devizes . 

28 

20,638 

16,004 

10,460 

10,755 

35 

a a 

33 

a a 

Murlborotigh . 

14 

8,774 

5,250 

3,404 

4,291 

35 

• a 

18 

• a 

Mero . . . ; 

12 

7,494 

5,269 

3,418 

3,345 

35 

• a 

37 

a • 

Warminster • 

22 

17,150 

12,971 

8,875 

10,176 

32 

• a 

22 

a a 

Mrlkshain • 

6 

18 252 

10,566 

7,438 

8,439 

30 

a a 

20 

a a 

Amesbury 

23 

7,084 

4,445 

3,327 

3,641 

25 

a a 

18 

• • 

Worcester: 










Upton-on-Severn . 

22 

15,496 

7,691 

4,320 

4,535 

44 

. a 

41 

• a 

Pershore • 

Totals . . 

36 

11,555 

5,508 

3,772 

3,837 

32 
46 

• • 

• • 

35 

42 

a • 
a a 

4,082 

2,722,349 

2,193,483 

1,187,346 

1,269,854 


* Where additious or separations of Parishes have been made since the first quarter of this 
year, the averages and population have been altered accordingly. 
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Pecuniary Besults of the Amended System. 





» 

Expended for the Relief 

i'S . 

«S2 

Si 

2 

t 


• 

• 

s 

s 

r^ 

and Maintenance of the 
Poor during each Quar- 

•5 -s 


9» 


1 

B 

ter of the Year ended on 

•ToUl Kxpeu 
for the Year 
25th March, '. 

gass 

S 

c^ 

UNIONS. 

Area in Sqi 
Miles. 

1 

the S5th March. 1838. 

AH 

?« = ! 

slit 

Q 



s 

< 

P 

a 

< 
£. 

C3 

• 

^1 

s » 

•1^ 

•is- 

WORCBBTKR — COfI tinned. 


£, 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 


Dudley . . . • 

4 

26 

66.009 

2,320 

2.373 

2.229 

2,641 

9,563 

11.455 

1.892 


JZ 

Evesham • • • 

30 

70 

12.567 

1,015 

963 

861 

1.061 

3.900 

6.204 

2.304 


37 

Kidderraioster . . 

13 

67 

^9.908 

S,006 

2.018 

2.112 

2,402 

8,539 

11,733 

3.195 

' • 

27 

King's Norton . • 

5 

45 

14,701 

960 

666 

728 

882 

3.226 

4.845 

1.619 


3* 

Martley . • . 

28. 

78 

13.093 

1.028 

942 

918 

1,054 

3.942 

5,520 

1.578 


29 

Pershore . • • 

40 

77 

12,563 

1,094 

875 

982 

886 

3,837 

6.917 

2.080 


35 

Shipston-on-Stour 

37 

125 

19.030 

3,039 

1.808 

1,940 

2,046 

8.833 

12,972 

4.139 


32 

Stourbridj^e • . 

14 

25 

35.911 

1,590 

1.724 

1,676 

1,805 

6,795 

8,339 

1.544 


11> 

Tenbury . . . 

19 

73 

7.109 
15.496 

453 

464 

486 

727 

2.130 

2.945 

815 


28 

Uptou-on-Sev«rn 

S2 

SO 

1,327 

1,120 

987 

l.lOl 

4.535 

7.691 

3,156 


41 

"Worcester . . . 

IS 

16 

26,542 

1,307 

1.540 

1.329 

1.707 

5.883 

6.140 

257 


4 

Yo&K, East Ridjmo. 













Beverley . , . 

36 

US 

16,614 

1,088 

1,351 

1,223 

1,351 

5,013 

7.069 

2.056 


29 

Bridliugtoa • . 
Driffield . . . 

32 

95 

11.924 

819 

749 

755 

805 

3.128 

3.782 

, 654 


17 

43 

165 

14,718 

1,370 

1,035 

1,166 

1,193 

4.764 
4,768 

6,930 

1.168 


SO 

How'den . . . 

40 

102 

12,728 

961 

1,372 

1,089 

1,346 

6,263 

1,493 


24 

Fatrington . • . 

27 

87 

8. 141 

683 

637 

870 

779 

2.969 

4,216 

1.247 


80 

Fockiington . . 

47 

158 

14,236 

1,245 

1,171 

1,292 

i.301 

6,009 

7.564 

2.555 


34 

York, Nor. RiniHa. 













Maltou .... 

68 

167 

20.951 

1.404 

1,495 

1,481 

1,459 

6,839 

7,461 

1,632 


22 

Northallerton . . 

52 

116 

16.459 

1,413 

1,330 

1,296 

1,428 

5.467 

6.089 

622 


10 

Fickering . • • 

28 

134 

9.473 

746 

660 

635 



3.367 




Scarborough . . 

33 

117 

17.920 

949 

921 

1.147 

1.513 

4.530 

5.444 

914 


17 

Tbirsk .... 

40 

85 

12.013 

805 

849 

817 

902 

3.373 

3,952 

579 

,, 

15 

Whitby .... 
WALES. 

22 

113 

19.882 

1.270 

1,064 

1.096 

1,145 

4.565 

5.532 

967 


17 

Brecon. 










• 



Brecknock . • • 

42 

t 

17.400 

1.751 

1.543 

1,.')99 

1.651 

6,544 

8,110 

1,566 


19 

Builth .... 

31 

• • 

8,512 

687 

800 

825 

860 

3.172 

3.753 

581 


15 

CrickhowelLj. . . 

10 

• « 

11,305 

415 

413 

397 

493 

1.718 

2.172 

454 


21 

Hay 

23 

• • 

11,403 

902 

1.017 

904 

986 

3.809 

5.492 

1.683 


30 

Carmarthsn. 













Carmarthen -^ • • 

29 

• • 

36.968 

2.821 

2,790 

2,816 

3,013 

11.440 

14.566 

3.126 


21 

Llanelly ... 

9 

• • 

16,170 

1.000 

1,156 

970 

1,128 

4,254 

4.278 

24 


1 

Llandilo-Fawr • . 

12 

• • 

16,444 

1,199 

1,136 

1.234 

1.334 

4.903 

5.781 

878 


15 

Llandovery . . 

11 

.. 

14,799 

930 

954 

976 

1,000 

3.860 

5.317 

1.457 


S7 . 

FXiiKT. 













Holywell . . . 

14 

• • 

36,608 

1,633 

2,011 

1,953 

2,181 

7.778 

11.119 

3,341 


30 

. Glamorgan. 













Bridgend and CowO 
bridge . . • 3 

52 

• • 

17.288 

1.329 

1,380 

1.242 

1,281 

5,232 

6.879 

1,647 


24 . 

Cardiff .... 

44 

• • 

24,997 

1,663 

1,917 

1.961 

2,072 

7.613 

11.039 

3,426 


31 , 

Merthyr-Tydvil 

9 

• • 

34,181 

1.628 

1,483 

1.464 

1,543 

6.118 

7.580 

l,4fc2 


19 . 

Neath .... 

30 

• • 

24.028 

1.394 

1,407 

1.394 

1.3JU 

5,586 

7.510 

1.924 


26 . 

Swansea . . . 

27 

• • 

34,211 

1,864 

1,461 

1,513 

1.642 

6,480 

6.859 

379 


b . 

. MSRIOMETH. . 













Bala. .... 

5 

• • 

6,654 

550 

503 

843 

527 

2.423 

2,891 

463 


16 . 

Corwen . . . 

15 

• • 

14,034 

alb 

968 

1,017 

1,014 

3.814 

4,901 

1,087 


22 . 

Montgomery. 













Llanfyllin . . . 

23 

« • 

19,537 

1.174 

1,437 

1.529 

1.623 

5,763 

8.497 

-2,734 


S2 . 

Machynlleth . . 

il 

• • 

12.100 

963 

1,088 

1,106 

1,353 

4,510 

6.277 

1.767 


28 . 

Newtown and Lla-\ 
.nidlooH ... 3 

17 

• • 

23,288 

2,053 

2.946 

2.703 

3.081 

10.783 

14.298 

3.515 


28 . 

Pembroke. 













Haverford West 
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* Including building loans repaid, emigration and migration expenses, furniture for workhouses, repairs^ 
and salaries to paid officers. 

t It is not possible to give the extent in Square Miles of the Welsh Unions, there being no authentic 
Survey of Wales. 

X The actual amount of decrease UT>on the 462 Unions, after deducting the increase shown by the ncxi 
column, is jfc* l.627,8J«. 
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We need hardly assure your Lordship that, although we derive 
satisfaction from perceiving the gradual diminution of the burdens 
of the rate-payers, and from the conviction that the Poor Law 
Amendment Act has already reheved the country from a direct 
annual taxation of nearly 2,300,000/. sterling, we look with 
greater interest upon those higher results of that important mea- 
sure which are daily developing themselves. 

We believe these results to be — 

1. The more prompt and adequate relief to the aged, the infirm, 
and the sick. 

2. The encouragement of the industry and moral habits, and 
the consequent increase of the welfare of the able-bodied of the 
labouring classes. 

3. The improvement in the education of pauper children. 

As regards the first of these results, we entered so fully into the 
subject m our last Report that we think it sufficient to refer your 
Lordship generally to the evidence given before the Committee 
of the House of Commons, both in the last and the present ses- 
sion, and to the various representations from Boards of Guardians, 
which are inserted in this Report and its Appendix. 

We cannot, however, refrain from laying before your Lordship 
the replies which our Assistant- Commissioner, Mr. Weale, re- 
ceived, in October, 1837, from the several Boards of Guardians 
of Unions in Somersetshire, Gloucestershire, and Worcestershire, 
to the following question, which, amongst others, he proposed to 
them : — 

Question. 

'' What effect has the change of system produced on the aged, 
the impotent, and the helpless ?" 

Answkrs. (Gloucester.) 

Cheltenham. " To increase their comforts." 

Chipping Sodbury, ^' It has tended to render them much 
more comfortable, and has much improved their condition." 

Clifton. *' None whatever." 

Dursley. " A beneficial change." 

Gloucester, *' The relief afforded to the aged and infirm is 
more uniform, if not greater in amount, than that which they 
enjoyed previous to the formation of the Union." 

Newent. " The most wholesome and beneficial, as their con- 
dition has been amended and improved in every respect." 

Stroud. " In all these respects a great improvement is most 
certainly effected." 

Tetbury. " The system has been upon the whole advantage- 
ous to these characters." 

Tewkesbury. " Their situation is much improved." 

Thornbury. *^ They are better provided for." 
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Westbury-oft'Sevem. '' The aged, the impotent, and the 
helpless, are now f^r better provided for in every way than before 
the passing of the Poor Law Anaendment Act." 

fvheatenhurst. '^ None that we are aware of." 

Worcester. 

Pershore. " More contented, being more certain of their 
allowance." 

Upton-upon- Severn. " We think that their condition is equal, 
if not better, than before the formation of the Union." 

Bromsgrove. " The change of system has given general satis- 
faction to these classes of the poor, and they are much better 
provided for than under the old system." 

Droitmch, " Our workhouse is not finished, but we think that 
at present the comfort of the aged is increased." 

Evesham, '^ The circumstances of the aged, the impotent, and 
the helpless have been promptly inquired into, and their necessi* 
ties relieved, either by the Board, or through its interferenoe, by 
the relatives, who have shown a greater disposition to provide for 
such." 

Kidderminster, " Both morally and physically an improved 
effect, inasmuch as their wants are better attended to, and they 
are more grateM for it." 

Martley. ^* They are at least as well off as they were before, 
if not better." 

tVorcester, " It appears the classes alluded to are more 
satisfied generally under the present system. ' 

Somerset. 

Bath. " Greater care taken of them, and their condition ma- 
terially improved." 

Keynsham. '* Their condition generally has been very greatly 
improved." 

Wincanton. ^' They are better relieved, and have more com- 
forts." 

Axbridge. '' They are manifestly improved by thie change." 

Bedminster, ^* Generally their condition is somewhat im- 
proved." 

Bridgewater. *' The effect is various in the different parishes 
of the Union." 

Chard, ** Their conditions are much improved." 

Cluttbn, " The workhouse system is not in operation in this 
Union, but the general effect of the Poor Law has been beneficial 
to the aged, the impotent, and the helpless, who have generally' 
been put on a higher scale of allowance, and they appear very 
contented." 

Dulverton. " They are placed in a better condition than they 
were previous to the forination of the Union." 
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Frome, "Their condition is improved, and they are more 
contented.'* 

Langport. *' They are better off, and more contented generally, 
and are much more attended to in sickness." 

Shepton Mallet. " Much bettered their condition." 

Taunton. *^ They are better off." 

Wellington, " We think they are better provided for than 
under the administration of the old laws.'* 

Wells. '^ A greater amoyht of relief has been given, and more 
uniformly distributed." 

Williton. " They are more contented, and better off." 

YeoviL '' A beneficial effect, as their allowances have been 
generally increased, and they appear more contented and com- 
fortable." 

With reference to the condition of able-bodied labourers, we 
must, in the first place, bring under your Lordship's notice the 
following passage in the Report of the Poor Law Commissioners 
of Inquiry. They state in page 261, as the result of the evidence 
before them, ** That, in every instance in which the able-bodied 
labourers have been rendered independent of partial relief, or of 
relief otherwise than in a well-regulated workhouse — 

L " Their industry has been restored and improved. 

2. " Frugal habits have been created or strengthened. 

3. " The permanent demand for their labour has been in- 
creased. 

4. ^* And the increase has been such that their wages, so far 
from being depressed by the increased amount of labour in the 
market, have in general advanced. 

5. " The number of improvident marriages has diminished. 

6. " Their discontent has been abated, and their moral and 
social condition has in every way improved." 

Gratifying, indeed, is it to us to feel ourselves enabled, after 
carrying the like principles into effect in almost every district in 
this country, and under circumstances of the most opposite and 
chequered character, to repeat the same conclusions in the same 
words as those of our predecessors. 

The inquiries of the Committee of the House of Commons, in 
reference to the Ampthill Union and other parts of the country, 
furnish us with information singularly applicable in illustration of 
most of the conclusions above stated. 

We would especially notice the following questions and replies 
(evidence of Mr. T. W . Overman, Vice-Chairman of the Ampt- 
hill Union) : — 

** 11391. Have you found any inaterial alteration in the con- 
duct of the labourers since the introduction of the New Law ? — 
I have, the greatest. 

*' 1 1392. Be so good as to describe it ? — ^The willingness on the 
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part of the men to work ; I have left my business for the last month 
to a young man 20 years of age, and when I have occasionally 
gone home he has said, * Father, I have had no trouble with the 
men ; every man is obliging ;' and I have men with me that till the 
last four years never did a stroke of work for years, but lay idle." 

" 11398. Have you any other letter to read of any farmer? 
— Yes, from the parish of Marston, Mr. Thomas Bennett:^ — * I 
beg to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 23rd instant; but 
I regret to say that I did not receive yours until Saturday night 
at nine o'clock, therefore it was quite impossible that I could get 
the desired information for you at so short a notice ; and I very 
much question whether one of four keep such accounts as to be 
able to give the information required ; I can only say, as regards 
myself, that I have employed more labour and given increased 
wages. Instead of 9*. I have given them lOj. per week, which, 
with the additional labour, has increased my yearly expenditure 
40/. upon 160 acres arable, and 100 acres of pasture. I believe 
every farmer has employed more labour, and generally paid better 
wages ; there are exceptions, but the thing is self-evident. In- 
stead of having 30 or 40, and sometimes I might say 60, men 
out of employ, I could not this day get a man or boy without 
going out of the parish for one ; all have employment' This is 
the parish in which they used to pay 2100/. a-year for poor-rates ; 
they have saved 1500/. ; they are paying under 700/. now. I 
have another letter, from Mr. Francis, of Houghton Conquest ; 
that used to be one of our worst parishes in the county, where 
every crime almost has been committed : — ^In answer to yours of 
the 23rd, from the Committee Room, I should be happy to give 
you any information which might fall to my recollection, not 
touching too much upon private affairs : but I assure you that I 
have employed more labour, and see it to be an every-day prac- 
tice. My expense of labour, from 1834 to 1837, has increased 
50/. or 60/. a-year, and my poor-rate decreased 25/., and that 
upon a farm of 200 acres of land, being one-third grass-land. 
Before the passing of the Poor Law Amendment Act, I recollect 
the vast quantities of labourers lying on the road-side in idleness, 
paid by the overseer, used to frequent the ale-houses and beer- 
shops in the evening, and from thence to night-poaching, setting 
fire, cutting and maiming of cattle, and such like depredations. 
All that appears to be abated ; the farmer and labourer having 
more confidence in each other than ever known by the present 
generation, and I hear of no one complaining but ale-house and 
beer-shop keepers. I recollect in 1834 hearing an agent com- 
plaining of the difficulty in getting cottage-rents ; I am well 
informed, in 1837, he has no difficulty.' " 

^^ 11421. You state that there is a greater security for property 
since the alteration of the law ; do you feel that yourself with 
regard to your own property ? — I do. 
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•* 11422. Have you, besides being treasurer of an association 
for the purpose of prosecuting sheep-stealers, anything to do with 
any otner society for the protection of property ? — I have ; in 1834 
our district was in that unsettled state, that, particularly in the 
parish of Houghton^ to which I alluded, stock was injured; a 
farmer there lost two or three horses, and as many cows^ from 
their being cut just above the hock ; -in fact, there were two 
farmers ; it was traced, and one man was punished for it, but that 
man resided in Ampthill, and was in work at the time ; he went 
down to Houghton and committed that offence. It was resolved 
to form a society for the protection of stock, with which I am con- 
nected now ; and since we have established it we have not had 
cue single call upon us." 

" 11551. Are you of opinion that, when the rail- road work has 
ceased, the improved system of farming in that parish will absorb 
all that labour ? — Yes, and more : I saw, on my road here the 
other day, what I never saw in Westoning before, 25 men hoeing 
beans in a field in Westoning ; I have no doubt they were doing 
it by the acre, for they were all stripped to their shirt-sleeves. 

'* 11552. Do you attribute that to the change in the Poor 
Law ? — I do ; it is notorious that formerly those Westoning men 
would not work. 

" 11553. With respect to the expression you used, of * capital 
liberated,' you meant to say, that the capital that was formerly 
disadvantageously or unprofitably applied in relieving those 
labourers is now applied in giving them employment ? — I do. 

** 11554. Is that, according to your impression, one of the 
effects of the New Law ? — I think so ; thereby society at large 
must eventually be benefited, because, if this 400/. is now em- 
ployed productively, there must be results beneficial* from that, 
for the produce of the land will be greater, and therefbre I arrive 
at the conclusion that we shall eventually supply this country 
with cheap corn, grown with profit to the farmer. 

'' 11555. Have you any experience of relief given in the shape 
of a labour-rate ? — It was tried in the parish in which I reside, 
Maulden. 

'' 11556. What was the effect of it ?— It was tried in 1833 and 
1834. Some men had been upon the parish for a considerable 
time, earning nothing, and the overseer called a meeting to consult 
upon the best way of employing them, and the result of that was, 
that we determined to take them at so much for every 20/. at 
which we were assessed ; if a farmer was assessed at 20/. to the 
rate he should take a man ; and then came the difficulty, who 
was to have the first pick, and who was to have the last man, 
for there were some very queer ones among them, and I agreed 
to take tjie very last ; and I got some that could work, but did 
not like it ; two men, named John Richardson and Sam Smithy 
were allotted to me. After a very short time, my foreman com- 
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plained to me that those meQ did not keep tl^eir hours ; they came 
Tery late in the morning ; he had told them o^ \{, and flieir reply 
was ^ Let your master turn us off.' When he mentioned thaf to 
me^ the next morning I was up early : the men were not come ; 
all the other men were out at work, except those ; when thpy did 
come^ I remarked, ^ You are very late, piy lad§, this fporning ; 
John has complained of you, hut you do not seem to be mended.' 
Sam Smith remarked, ' No ; if you do not like it, y^i; naust |urp 
us away ; we know that the overseer must pay us, for ypu are 
under engagement if you turn us away to pay either him o^ us.' 
The consequence was, I did turn (he ifien away. Those two meq 
I should now say are very good labourers ; they are working yery 
hard, and particularly this Sam Smith; only this lasf; spring, ouq 
morning, I went out, it was a little 9,^ex five, during the lambing 
season, and I saw a man taking up roots stript to his shirt-sleeves ; 
I asked my shepherd who it was ; he said, ' Sir, it is a man thftt 
you never saw work before, and I never saw work before ; that is 
Sam Smith, Sir ; he hates work, but I think Sam yf ill buckle to, 
and will become a good labourer*.' 

" 11557. Was that the same Sam Spaith whp had formerly 
sai4, ' If you 4o not like it, you must tprp us away \ we know tjiat 
the overseer must pay us T — Yes, the same man. 

" 11558. Does he say so now? — No; he is at work ijow very 
frequently, 

'' 11559. In your opinion, is tjiat an exact illustration of the 
effects of the former and the presen); laiy ? — It is. 

*' l.)560. Making the labourer more fittentive to his work, 

ffiving him a certainty of employment if he does his work &ith- 
^ully, and having the effect of inducing t)ie master to treat hin^ 
kindly ? — It has that effect ; and I would engage to say thaf, look- 
ing through the parish books, I should find Sam Smith's name 
in the parish books every winter. 

^* 11561. Is he now on the parish book? ?-7-No. 

'" 11562. Has he applied for relief? — Hjb has not been before 
the Board. 

*' 11563. Is he in constant work? — I do not know tjjal; he is 
in constant work, but he is in work in different places. 

" 11564. Do you know his family? — Yes. 

" 1 156.5. Does he provide for them the decent pomforts of life ? 
— They look well. 

'' 11566. Do they look as if they wanted fpQ4 or oflier pepes- 
saries ? — ^They dress smart, the daughters in particular. 

" 11567. There is nothing which indicates any lyant of th^ 
common comforts of life ? — ^There is no inculcation of distress." 

*' 11572. What number used you to employ? — I did iio| em- 
ploy so many till this last year ; owing \o the iinpi:ovement in t;hfi 
machinery, I cut turnips for 800 sheep, which j njBver cu|; l),f for^. 
I find the men willing to work ; and it was (h^ result pf Wi 
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experiments^ diat the sheep would imp^ve if i\\ff were well 
attended to, but it would require a very great; deal of attention on 
the part* of the men for the sheep to improve. This last year ^, 
new machine was invented for cutting turnips more quickly, and 
t^at induced me, instead of cutting for 100, whiph I used to cut 
for, to cut for 800. 

'f 11573. That is owing to an improvement in machinery; but* 
in4ependently of the improvement in machinery, have there j^een 
any inducements operating upon your mind to employ a greater 
number of men ? — Yes. 

" 11574. What are those induceipents? — ^This introduction of 
machinery require^ the application of labour. Three of the men 
who are now loo)cing after my sheep used to be formerly on the 
parish, and I have had no cause to complain of th^m ; they have 
been employed with profit to themselves and to me. 

'^ 11575. You would not have employed them under the 
former system ? — ^The difficulty would have been in looking after 
them. 

" 11576. Because the men were in fact independent of you ?-^- 
Yes. 

" 11577. Now» feeling that they are dependent upon the mas- 
ter, they endeavour to satisfy you ?— That i^ the case. 

"1157S. And you are thereby enabled to emplpy profitably 
machinery, which otherwise you would no|; have been able to do ? 
— lam. 

" 11579. In addition to your objection to employ those parti- 
cular men Jbefoxe, from their unwillingness to work, had you any 
reason to doubt their honesty ? — I may say that no person has 
been less robbed than myself. I haye h^ robberies^ and have 
prosecuted the parties. I once lost 50 tods of wool, and another 
time three horses, and I followed the men, and I took them, 
thereby showing the people that I was deterniined not to be robbe4 
with impunity ; few persons are robbed less than I am. 

" 1158p. With no reference to robberies upon yourself, but 
upon other people, were the men who applied to the parish at that 
time considered to be men lyhose moral character was not the 
best ? — Many of them. 

'^11581. Have you had occasion to discover that, since they 
have been employed, their characters have become perhaps as 
good as that of their neighbours ? — There is not much difference 
now between them apd me others ; and I would say that I have 
three men who were formerly continually upon the parish, and 
whose characters were not good, and they are now good la- 
bourers. 

" 11582. Tljat is, with reference not merely to industry, but to 
moral character? — Ye^, their moral character is much improved; 
I could speak to these three niore particularly. 

'' 11583. Would yqn |;rust those men now in eiQplpyments in 
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which you would not formerly ? — I would ; one is in my barn 
continually^ where he may rob me to a great extent of grain, but 
he never does." 

^' 11630. Have you any reason to suppose that the poor have 
diminished means of supplying themselves with pigs, and the food 
with which they feed their pigs ? — ^The result of my inquiries is 
directly the contrary ; no man is more interested in the welfare of 
the poor than I am ; the interest of the one is the interest of the 
other; I have ascertained, as nearly as I possibly could, from a 
man who kills an immense number of pigs for the lower orders, 
whether he has killed more or less pigs in 1837 ; the answer was, 
* Considerably more ;" and I did not rest my inquiries there ; I 
went to the millers who supplied them with food, I asked them this 
question, * Have you or have you not sold more barley-meal within 
the last year T The reply was, * We have.' ' Who are your 
customers V ' The poor people.' 

"11631. Independently of that information which you received 
from those parties, have you had an opportunity of observing 
whether the poor people are more or less in the habit of keeping 
pigs? I have. 

*' 11632. What is the result? — In going through 13 parishes 
for the purpose of re-assessing them, I had my eyes about me to ' 
observe whether I could see as many pigs as usual, and to my 
great surprise and satisfaction I found a considerable number of 
pigs. 

1 1633. Do your own labourers keep pigs ? — Yes. 

1 1634. More than they used ? — ^They do ; and I .could refer 
to one man who had two pigs at the very identical time that Mr. 
Turner made his table, and those were wortli 9/. He has now 
one ipig in his stye, which I will give him 51. for. 

'' 1 1635. How much of the 9/. or of the 51. had been mort- 
gaged to the miller ? — Very little is mortgaged, I think, judging 
from the appearance of the man. 

" 1 1636. What use do they make of the pig ? — ^They eat part, 
•and part is sold. 

" 11637. Do many people keep them not for the sake of eating 
them, or of selling them at a profit, but for the purpose of manure ? 
- — Partly for manure, and partly to sell to profit, and to keep their 
little money as a kind of bank. 

" 11638. And partly to eat?— Yes. 

" 11639. Did you advance him the money to buy the pigs? 
*— No. 

" 11640. It has been said that the tradesmen and carriers of 
Ampthill complain of the diminution of custom. A grocer of the 
name of Claridge, and a carrier going from Ampthill to London, 
both stated that their custom had considerably diminished ; have 
you any observation to make upon that? — ^There has been a great 
competition in the trade at Ampthill amongst the grocers; if 
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Mr. darldge has sold less goods to the amount of 402. a-quarter, 
I have no doubt that others have sold more. 

" 11641. Has that been the case recently? — Within the last 
two or three years. I am borne out by the fact that two carriers 
have started against the carrier who is alluded to^ and they get a 
considerable deal of custom^ for I see them well loaded as they 
pass my house. 

*' 11642. If that particular carrier had reason to complain of 
the diminution of custom^ is it probable that a part of the custom 
which he has lost has gone to the other carriers? — I have no 
doubt of it. 

" 14175. You have stated^ in your evidence^ that the men are 
now more employed than they were before the passing of the 
New Poor Law ; what has been the cause of that increased em- 
ployment ? — ^The wilUngness on the part of the men to work, and 
the capability of the farmer to employ them ; he has more capi- 
tal : there are two reasons. 

*' 14176. Has the farmer's capital increased since the Poor 
Law Act has passed ? — The farmer has more money. 

'' 14177. How does he obtain that? — One thing is, the over- 
seer does not come so often, and there is that money to invest in 
his farm; and that money, being profitably employed, will, of 
course, produce an increase. 

*' 14178. The saving of the rates has given the farmers an in- 
creased means of employing the poor ? — Partly, 

'^ 14179. Is that all the increase in the capital to which you 
allude? — No; I think the farmer's means are improved from 
having that money to employ, and that has made increased capi- 
tal, his saving in the rates. 

*' 14180. Then the farmers can afford to pay better wages 
now than they could before the Act was passed ? — II is the same 
with farmers as all other trades ; the farmer finds labour for his 
money, and he must pay according to the worth of it. 

" 14181. If he has savings from rates, and an increase of pro- 
duction, he is now in a position to give better wages to his 
labourers ? — He is in a situation whidbi all other people are in, 
employing capital profitably ; and in making an increase that 
will apply to all ; because, if a man has increased profit upon a 
trade, he has an increased ability to lay out that upon his farm. 

" 14182. You are a farmer yourself; have you not an in- 
creased income, so that you can pay the labourers better wages 
than you did before the Poor Law Act was passed ? — I have in- 
creased means. 

'* 14183. Have you advanced the wages of the labourer since 
the Poor Law Act was passed ? — I shotdd say I have; in 1834 
the general wages of the country were 8j., where the men worked 
by the day ; they are paid now 9^. 
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" 14184. Are you speaking of the wages you paid yourself? — I 
paid that in 1834; and in 1837 I paid 9«. 

*' 14185. For the same work?— -Yes; but I am inclined to 
think that I get more work than I did^ the men do the work 
better, and we get more work." 

The Rev. Thomas Beach Whitehurst, a member of the Board 
of Guardians of the Ampthill Union, gave the following evidence 
before the Committee : — 

" 11123. What is your general impression as to the effects of 
the law upon the condition and industry of the labouring classes 
of the poor at Ampthill ? — I confess that I am highly in favour of 
it;^ I think that their condition is certainly better, 

" 11124. Will you state in what respects you think their con- 
dition is improved? — I think that their morals are better; cer- 
tainly they are more inclined to be industrious. 

" 11125. Do you think that their physical condition is worse ; 
that they have less means of providing themselves with the neoes- 
saries of life than they had formerly ? — I do not think so. 

'' 11127. Have you observed that their health has been af- 
fected since the introduction of the law, and that there is any 
appearance of increased weakness or inability to labour ?—- Cer- 
tainly not. 

" 11128. Have you observed, generally, that they are more 
employed in regular labour than they were before ? — I think they 
are, decidedly. 

'Ml 129. Have you been in the habit of visiting their cottages ? 
— Yes, I have; I am not the curate, I am merely living in 
Ampthill, and therefore I have not been so much in their cot- 
tages as I otherwise should have been ; but I certainly have been 
in their cottages, and I cannot at all suppose that their condition 
is worse ; certainly not, 

"11 130. Comparing the state of the cottages, with respect to 
the furniture and the ordinary comforts of life, belonging to per- 
sons in that condition, do you observe any change for uie worse 
since the introduction of tne law ? — Certainly not. 

'* 11131. Do you observe that they have less furniture, worse 
bedding, or any appearance of worse food?— No; I do not 
know. 

" 11132. Do you think that the relationship in which the la- 
bourers stand to the occupiers of land, the farmers and employers 
of labour, is better than it was before the introduction of the law ? 
—Yes, I do, most decidedly.'* 

" 11142. What, in your opinion, has been the effect of the 
practice of refusing out-door relief to the able-bodied ? — I think 
it has been a great spur to exertion. 

" 11143. Do you think it has had the effect of reducing that 
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class of labourers to greater difficulty or distress than they were 
formerly exposed to ? — No, I do not, certainly ; I think it has 
driven several to work who never worked before. 

'' 1II44. Have you ever heard from them that it has been an 
inducement, or that it has had the effect of lowering the rate of 
wages ? — No, I never have ; in fact, I have never heard com- 
plaints from those whom I consider respectable and well-disposed 
labourers. 

'^ 11145. You have heard complaints^ probably, from those 
who were formerly idle and indisposed to exert themselves, and 
who were in the habit of relying upon parochial assistance ?-«-De- 
cidedly. 

'^ 11146. But in the case of well-disposed and industrious and 
well-regulated men, you have not heard complaints of that de- 
scription ? — No ; I have heard it remarked as a good thing that 
many an able-bodied man gains a livelihood now by honest in* 
dustry who never did so before." 

William Shadbolt, Esq., Chairman and ex-officio Guardian 
of the parish of Lambeth, was examined as follows : — 

'^ 13266. From having been so long connected with the Board, 
have you any observations to make as to any alterations you wish 
to see in the Poor Law Amendment Act ? — I beg to say, not ; I 
have worked it with great care and diligence, taking np two days 
in the work, and I have always been in before 10 in the morning; 
sometimes I have not left till 5 ; I have not been absent more 
than twice, and that from illness, and I have seen nothing, from 
my experience there, which induces me to say there ought to be 
alteration. , 

" 13267. Vou think the operation of the law satisfactory? — 
Perfectly so ; in our great parish it has proved itself so ; in our 
Boards of Guardians we have invited those inimical to the Board 
to come and join us : there has been hardly an instance in which 
they have not become converts to it ; working it out in the way I 
have described, not being too violent. 

" 13268. Have you observed any complaint on the part of 
persons having public-houses ? — ^The complaints of the occupiers 
of them ; they have lost their trade since the out-door relief 
was stopped ; the money used to be spent, unfortunately, in their 
houses; they were very much losers, and were always com- 
plaining." 

The Rev. John George Storie, Chairman of the Camberwell 
Union, was examined, and the following are extracts from his 
evidence : — 

" 13297. Have you been long Chairman of the Camberwell 
Union ? — Ever since it was established, in November, 1835. 

" 13298. What has been your experience of the operation of 
the law in that parish ? — That it has been most salutary. 

G 2 
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*' 13299. Do you think, at the same time, it has been attended 
with any privation to the deserving poor ? — ^Indeed none. 

*' 13300. Do you think that the old and helpless and diseased 
were less well taken care of and less well provided for under the 
old law? — Much better under the New Poor Law than under the 
old system." 

" 13320. Did you ever make inquiry into the circumstances of 
any of the paupers who had been struck off the lists for parish 
relief? — Indeed I have, and I have the satisfaction of saying that 
out of several hundred persons struck off the list of paupers, 
many of whom, or the greatest portion of whom, are still resident 
in the parish under my own eye, the change which has taken 
place in their moral habits and temporal comforts exceeds the 
warmest anticipations. 

" 13321. What do you attribute that to?— To those people 
being compelled to depend on themselves, to self-reliance." 

^^13327. The change has been to produce industry in those 
whose habits were formerly idle and negligent ? — Just so. 

'' 13328. And you have observed, in the instances that have 
come under your notice, that their temporal comforts as well as 
moral habits have improved ? — Yes. 

" 13329. Have you examined, yourself personally, into those 
cases ? — I have ; and I have taken the evidence of a number of 
tradespeople, of medical persons, and the clergy generally, 
throughout the parish ; they will all confirm what I now state as 
to the improvement in the moral habits and temporal comforts 
of those people." 

The evidence which Mr. Overman fiirnishes, a^ to the effect of 
the alteration of the Poor Laws in the Ampthill Union, is in fact 
supported by the concurrent testimony of a great variety of 
authorities, as respects the other parts of England. The increased 
industry, and the corresponding increased earnings of the labourer 
— ^the means and the desire of exercising frugality — form an im- 
portant, if not the principal, theme in many of the petitions to 
Parliament, and representations and memorials to your Lordship^ 
which have emanated from the different Boards of Guardians, 
during the last and the present year. The increased number of 
friendly societies, which are included in the tables drawn from 
the official return, and inserted below, bears testimony to a 
greater power and a stronger will, on the part of the labouring- 
classes, to provide for future wants and unexpected contingencies ; 
and the following evidence of Mr. Tidd Pratt, with reference to 
these institutions and savings' banks, before the Committee of the 
House of Commons traces this salutary effect to its cause. 

" 1664. What returns have you to present to the Committee? — 
A return of the number of benefit-societies which have been en- 
rolled since the year 1829^ previously and subsequently to the 
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Poor Law Amendment Act : I have not them in a proper shape 
to put them in at present^ but I will arrange them. The Benefit 
Society Act passed in 1829, and the number enrolled from July 
1829 to August 1830 — I put the period of August on account of 
the Poor Law coming into operation in the month of August — 
in the first year there were 510, and in the second 560, in the 
third 1180. The reason of that great increase was a new Act of 
Parliament coming in, which gave rather a larger extension than 
the previous Act: in 1833, 470; in 1834, 350; since that, under 
the Poor Law Amendment Act, the next year was 700 ; the next 
670 ; the next 739 ; and from August last to the present time 
about 552. With regard to savings' banks, I have no particular 
returns for this year, for this reason, that the Act of Parliament 
requires returns to be made within a certain period after Decem- 
ber, and they are not now ready ; but, of the gross amount of 
deposits, the increase is above 900,000/., as compared with the 
previous year; the names of depositors will be found to be 
40,000. 

. " 1665. Can you state the amount deposited year by year 
for the last five or six years ? — I do not think the account will 
exactly show that, for this reason, that the accounts are calculated 
according to the number of depositors ; but when they make up 
their annual Return of the Savings' Banks, they deduct the mo- 
neys that they have paid out, and therefore it will not show the 
gross amount paid in, but it will show the increase each year. 

•' 1666. Could you not give the amount paid in, and the 
amount paid out, each year ? — ^That could be fiimished by the 
Debt Office. 

** 1667. Can you state the class of depositors? — No, I can- 
not ; but it might be ascertained from the different offices. 

*' 1668. Do you mean to say that the name, and the address, 
and the occupation of the person are entered whenever a deposit 
is made? — Yes, it ought to be, by the law; the Act of Parlia- 
ment lays down the rule with regard to savings' banks, that they 
shall state the name, and the address, and occupation, in order to 
prevent anonymous deposits. 

*' 1669. Are you aware of any steps that have been taken by 
any parties to promote their increase within the last year or two ? 
— No; I tliink rather the contrary, in London particularly, that 
the steps which have been taken by parties in presenting petitions, 
so as to interfere with the law as it now exists, have discouraged 
them ; the objects or wishes of some parties have been to prevent 
their being enrolled : but, if I am asked with reference to the 
country, most decidedly they are increasing to a great extent. 

*' 1670. Are you aware that Boards of Guardians have taken 
steps to recommend their adoption ? — In some instances they have. 

*' 1671. Have you any reason to know that the increase in 
the number of depositors is at all attributable to the Poor Law 
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Amendment Act t — Prom the conversations which I have had 
with parties who have spoken to me respecting friendly societies^ 
I should say decidedly it has. 

'* 1672. Will you state the nature of those communications ? — 
The communications have been these: upon parties forming bene- 
fit societies, they have stated to me that heretofore it was of no 
use belonging to a benefit society, because, if a man belonged to a 
benefit society, whatever allowance he was entitled to was de- 
ducted, the overseer made no allowance, and therefore that it was 
of no use to belong to a benefit society, for if he did he would get 
less than if he belonged to no benefit society ; the consequence 
was, that it was better for him to save his money in any way than 
contribute to a benefit society ; in addition to which, it has been 
stated to me in letters, that now is the time that parties must look 
to themselves, as they could not receive out-door relief under the 
new law. 

*' 1673. From those different communications have you reason 
to suppose that the Poor Law Amendment Act has led to this 
great increase of deposits ? — I have no doubt that it has, particu- 
larly with regard to benefit societies. 

" 1674. Do you know whether, within the last year, the in- 
crease of deposits has been in the larger or smaller sums ? — De- 
cidedly in the smaller. 

" 1675. May not the reason of that be from the change in the 
Act of Parliament ? — No : when I say smaller sums^ I mean sums 
of 5/. and 10/. ; the Act of Parliament applies to 20/." 

The following tables are drawn from the official returns ;— 
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Improvement as to the Commission of Crvm. [4th 


The improvement of the moral habits of the labouring classes 
in those parts of the kingdom in which the most decided changes 
have taken place in the administration of relief may be deduced 
from the accompanying tables, prepared by Dr. Kay, showing the 
decrease of offences in the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, and 
by Mr. Tufnell, in reference to the county of Kent ; and from 
Sir B. Leighton*s Report, already in part cited, we find that the 
total number committed to Salop gaol, in the year ending 
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Mere considerations of economy would of themselves iiirnish 
adequate grounds for bestowing great attention on the education 
of the children whose only domicile is the workhouse. 

Children of this class, consisting for the most part of orphans, 
bastards, and deserted children, continued, under the former sys- 
tem of management, to remain inmates of the workhouse long 
after the period at which they might have earned their subsistence 
by their own exertions ; and those who obtained situations, or were 
apprenticed by means of the parish funds, turned out as might 
be expected of children whose education was utterly neglected, or 
at best confided to the superintendence of a pauper. They rarely 
remained long with their employer, but returned to the work- 
house — which, so far from being to them an object of dislike, they 
regarded as their home, and which they looked forward to as the 
ultimate asylum of their old age. In this manner, the workhouse, 
instead of diminishing, increased pauperism, by keeping up a 
constant supply of that class of persons who most frequently, and 
for the longest periods, became its inmates. . 

Pauperism, however, was only one of the evils which resulted 
from the neglect to provide proper means of instruction for their 
destitute children. Those who have ascertained the early history 
of persons who, in a greater or less degree, have offended against 
the laws, have found that a large proportion have passed their 
infancy and youth in the workhouse, and can trace the formation 


* Mr. Tufhell* in a note accompanying this table, writes. '* I had anticipated a considerable increase 
ofcrime during the past year inconsequence of the distress that has prevailed among the labouring 
classes of Rent and Sussex, owing to the loss of the firuit-harvest last season, and the decay of tiia hop. 
cultivation. The loss firom these causes (which. I believe, affect exclusively to any extent this part 
of England^ I have heard estimated at 900,000/. to the county of Kent alone in the past year. The 
aaditor of tne Uckfield Union made a minute inquiry into and estimate of the loss sustained by the low 
price of hops in that Union alone, and it amounted to 15.000/. These large sums are of course so much 
subtracted from what would otherwise be spent in wages, and such a diminutioo must inevitably occa- 
sion considerable distress, and, consequeotly. an increase of crime. Under these disastrous circum- 
stances, 1 think it remarkable that the increase should have been so small, and that the table should 
show, on the whole, a considerable decrease of crime since the Poor Lftw Amendment Act came into 
opention. 
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of the habits which have led them to the commission of crime to 
the entire want of moral training in those institutions. 

It must be admitted^ however^ that the separate parochial 
management presented difficulties almost insuperable to the esta- 
blishment of a system of education for pauper children, except 
where the parishes were of large population and resources. 

The Poor Law Amendment Act^ by authorising the formation 
of Unions, to a certain extent removed that difficulty, and gave 
US practically the power, and with that power expressly imposed 
on us the duty, of providing for the education of children in work- 
houses. 

In performance of that duty the attention of our Assistant-Com- 
missioners has been directed to the trainii^ of the children in the 
several workhouses ; and we authorised Dr« Kay (who, together 
with Mr. Tufnell, had employed a brief respite from their official 
duties in a tour of inquiry in Scotland, with reference to the edu- 
cation of the poorer classes) to examine into the state of work- 
house education in the counties of Noriblk and Suffi:>lk, and to 
suggest measures for its improvement. The results of that 
examination, and of a similar examination made by our Assistant- 
Commissioner, Mr. Hall, in the counties of Berks and Oxford, 
have been laid before us by Dr. Kay and Mr. Hall respectively 
in their Reports,'*' in which the subject is so fully developed that 
we think it unnecessary to do more than to express our acqui- 
escence in the views which are therein set forth. 

We especially concur in the remarks respecting the propriety 
of combining the pauper children of several Unions into one 
school, which would enable their education to be conducted on a 
more effective system, with a better class of teachers, and on more 
economical terms. Our means of effecting this object under our 
present powers are circuitous and inefficient ; and, although we 
might occasionally find it possible to make arrangements of this 
nature, we could not introduce them generally, or place them on 
the best footing, without further assistance from the legislature. 

In the mean time, however, we have found that the introduc- 
tion into some of the workhouse schools of competent teachers, 
accustomed to the best modes of instruction and moral and indus- 
trial training, has already produced a most salutary result. 

We have taken measures for obtaining from our Assistant-Com- 
missioners an accurate account of all the pauper children through- 
out England and Wales who are likely to be permanently inmates 
of workhouses. Their number, as far as we can conjecture from 
our existing data, will exceed 45^000. 

Looking at the ample means which the legislature have placed 
at our disposal for improving this large portion of the community, 
and at the general effect on the social system which would be 
produced by training to habits of virtue and industry that parti« 

* 4pp« (B)> Noi. 3 and 4. 
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cular class of the community who have hitherto been the most 
miserable and degraded portion — adverting also to the general 
disposition which we find (with a few rare exceptions) in all classes 
to co-operate with us in this good work, and to the various other 
circumstances which, at the present time, are peculiarly favourable 
to measures of this nature — we think ourselves called upon to 
apply ourselves without delay to this portion of our functions, and 
we do so with the most cheering anticipation of a successful 
result. 


We trust that your Lordship will not consider that we have 
laid before you too highly-coloured a picture of the favourable 
moral effects which have already resulted from the Poor Law 
Amendment Act, or that we have taken too sanguine a view of 
the ulterior consequences of this important measure. 

We can assure your Lordship that it has been the contempla- 
tion of these results, and the hope of these consequences, which 
have mainly enabled us to sustain the continuous labour and 
anxiety of the last four years, and to bear patiently the charges 
made against the law and its administration, and those attacks on 
the principles and details of our proceedings which have been so 
pertinaciously forced upon the public attention, and which have 
occasionally y but we rejoice to say rarely, been countenanced by 
some persons from whom (considering their character and position 
in the country) we might reasonably have expected aid, and not 
obstruction, in the performance of our duties. 

We believe, however, that such obstacles to our progress will 
gradually disappear ; and we are the more inclined to indulge 
this hope from perceiving that, whilst many excellent persons, and 
especially of tne clergy, who originally were indisposed to the 
measure, have arrived at a conviction of its salutary results, there 
have been no recruits amongst the ranks of those who have been 
opposed to its provisions. 

We have moreover derived great additional encourgement from 
the recent proceedings in both Houses of Parliament in reference 
to the introduction of poor-laws into Ireland; for, although we look 
forward with some anxiety to the new powers and duties about to 
be created by the Irish Poor Law Act, we cannot but be sensible 
that these powers and duties would not have been intrusted to us, 
had the general course of our proceedings been such as to render 
us unworthy of the confidence of her Majesty's Government or the 
legislature. 

We have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's obedient and faithful servants, 

THOMAS FRANKLAND LEWIS, 
(L. s.) JOHN GEORGE SHAW LEFEVRE. 

^ GEORGE NICHOLLS. 
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APPENDIX (A). 


f 

DOCUMENTS ISSUED BY THE BOARD, 


No. I. 

Copt of the Report of the Poor Law Commissioners relative to cer*- 
tain Charge which have been disallowed by the Auditors of Unions 
in England and Wales. 

Report on the Necessity of introducing a Bill into Parliament *' for 
the pnrpose of making Parish Rates (or County Rates, as may be 
thought most advisable) liable to certain Expenses of Constables and 
others in the discharge of their Duty." 

To the Right Honourable Lord John Russell, Sfc» 8fc. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Somerset House, 
My Lord, Uth May, 1838. 

In answer to the communication from Mr. S. M. Phillipps, of the date 
of the 18th ultimo, wherein he informed us that *'your Lordship con- 
siders it necessary that a bill should be introduced for the purpose of 
making parish-rates (or county-rates, as may be thought most ad- 
visable) liable to certain necessary expenses of constables and others 
in the discharge of their duty, the payments for which have been dis- 
allowed by the auditors," and that you desired our opinion thereon, 
we have now the honour to report as follows : — 

The legal principles on which it was necessary to act in the audit of 
the accounts of the expenditure from the poor-rates are thus stated in 
our instructional circulars : — 

" Your attention will next be required to your duties in the expenditure 
of the rates and other monejfs so collected ; and herein you must bear in 
mind that usage is of no legal authority in the construction of the statue of 
Elisabeth, by which the poor-rates are established. The law has not given 
to the parish officers, or even to the vestry, any power of charging or of tax- 
ing their fellow-parishioners, even for useful purposes, at their own mere 
discretion ; and no charge upon the poor-rates is legal unless it is, in plain 
words, sanctioned or directed by some statute. 

** In no case, however, except in relief of destitution, will it be safe to 
make any payments out of the poor-rates, unless sanctioned by the express 
direction of some statute. In doubtful cases, therefore, the proper inquiry 
will always be, — Under what statue, or by what regulation, is the proposed 
charge warranted ? And unless the authority can be found in the words 
of the statue, or in some lawful order or regulation of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, it must be presumed that the charge would be illegal. 

" By the 50th Geo. III., c. 49, s. 1, the justices (and, by the Poor LaV 
Amendment Act, auditors) are authorised to strike out of the overseers' 
accounts all such charges and payments as they shall deem to be unfounded, 
and to reduce such as they shall deem to be exorbitant, specifying, on the 
foot of such accountt every such chtuge or payment and its amount, so far 
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as such justices shall disallow or reduce the same, and the cause for which 
the same was disallowed or reduced. 

" With relation to the unfounded charges, the primary general rule has 
already been stated — namely, that all charges on the poor-rates are un- 
founded which are not authorised by some statute/* 

In another portion of the instructions to overseers, we stated that — 

•' Either from ignorance or neglect, many illegal practices have crept 
into the administration of relief, which, from their notoriety and general 
prevalence, have been supposed to be legal, and have frequently been con- 
tinued in perfect confidence of their correctness. The Commissioners are 
aware that many of the chargfes thus illegally defrayed out of the poor-rates 
were incurred for useful public purposes ; but all such illegal charges they 
are bound to disallow, and they have accordingly issued directions to the 
auditors to disallow them in the quarterly audit of the accounts. The Com- 
missioners have directed the following instructions to be issued, to prevent 
you from incurring such charges unwittingly, and to save you fit>m the 
consequences of their disallowance/* 

Amongst the charges which have been unavoidably disallowed are 
many which increasing experience proves it necessary to submit for the 
sanction of the Legislature for their allowance. The chief charges 
which we feel it our duty to recommend for allowance are — 

1. Those charges found necessary for the prevention of burthens upon 
the rates, occasioned by the desertion of children foy their parents, or 
by the refusal of natural relations to contribute their piloper charges ; 
and those charges caused by nuisances by which contagion is occa- 
sionally generated, and persons reduced to destitution. 

2. Those charges necessary for the protection of parish property from 
injury and destruction. 

3. Those charges found necessary for the protection of officers en*- 
gaged in the administration of the law. 

To these may be added miscellaneous charges for useful purposes, 
the pecuniary burden of which, as in nearly all the instances referred 
to, is inconsiderable, whilst the inconvenience to the public and oon- 
sequeut discontent at the unavoidable disallowance is great and ex« 
tensive. 

The most prominent and pressing of the first class of charges for 
which some provision appears to be required^ are for the means of 
averting the charges on the poor-rates which are caused by nuisances 
by which contagion is generated and persons are reduced to des- 
titution. 

In general, all epidemics and all infectious diseases are attended 
with charges, immediate and ultimate, on the poor-rates. Labourers 
are suddenly thrown, by infectious disease, into a state of destitution, 
for which immediate relief must be given. In the case of death, the 
widow and the children are thrown as paupers on the parish. The 
amount of burdens thus produced is frequently so great as to render it 
good economy on the part of the administrators of the poor-laws to 
incur the charges for preventing the evils, where they are ascribable to 
physical causes, which there are no other means of removing. The 
more frequent course has been, where the causes of disease are nui- 
sances, for the parish officers to indict the parties for nuisance, and to 
defray the expenses from the poor-rates. 

During the last two years the public has suffered severely from 
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epideinies. At the present time fever prevails to an unusaally alarm- 
ing' extent in the metropolis, and the pressure of the claima for relief in 
the rural Unions, on the ground of destitution caused by sickness, 
have recently been extremely severe ; but, in the course of the in- 
vestigations into the (^uses of destitution and the condition of the 
pauperized classes, carried on under the operation of the new law, and 
especially in the course of the investigations of the claims for relief 
arising from the prevalent sickness, extensive and constantly-acting 
physical causes of sickness and destitution have been disck)sed and 
rendered fearfully manifest. With reference to the claims for relief ou 
the ^ound of sickness, in the metropolis, we have directed special 
inquiries to be made of the medical officers of the new Unions. We 
have also directed local examinations to be made, in parts of the 
metropolis where fever was stated to be the most prevalent, by Dr. 
Amott, by Dr. Southwood Smith (the chief physician of the London 
Fever Hospital), and by Dr. Kay, our Assistant Commissioner. The 
more important communications of the medical officers are compre- 
hended in the medical report prepared by Dr. Kay, with the concur- 
rence of Dr. Arnotf. We have given their opinions in a Supplement 
to this Report,* and also the report made to us by Dn Southwood 
Smitli,t on the sanatory condition of the district comprehended by 
Bethnal Green and Whitechapel. From this last report we select the 
following instances of the condition in which several neighbourhoojds, 
densely populated by the labouring classes, have been found :-^ 

** Lcaimin Fields* — ^An open area, of about 700 feet in length and 300 
feet in breadth. Of this space about 300 feet are constantly covered by 
stagnant water in winter and summer. In the part thus submerged there 
is always a quantity of putrefying animal and vegetable matter, tne odour 
of which, at the present moment, is most offensive. An opeh filthy ditch 
encircles this place, which, at the western extremity, is from 8 to 10 feet 
\vide. Into this part of the ditch the privies of all the houses of a street 
called North-street open : these privies are completely uncovered, and the 
soil from them is allowed to accumulate in the open ditch. Nothing can 
be conceived more disgusting than the appearance of this ditch for an ex- 
tent of from 300 feet to 400 feet, and the odour of the effluvia from it is at 
this monuint most offensive. . 

" Lamb's Fields is the fruitful source of fever to the houses which im- 
mediately surroand it, and to the. small streets which branch off from it. 
Particular houses were pointed out to me, from which entire families have 
been swept away; and . fro ov several of the streets fever is never absent. 
In several houses in CoUingwood-street, fever of the most severe and fatal 
character has been raging for several months. Part of the street called 
Duke-street is often completely under water: this street consists of about 
40 houses ; in 12 of them all tne members of the families residing in them 
have been attacked with fever, one after another, and many have died. 

•* Virginia-row,— 'In the centre of this street there is a gutter, into 
which potatO'parings, the refuse of vegetable and animal matter of all 
kinds, the dirty water from the washing of clothes and of the houses, are all 
poured, and there they stagnate and putrefy. In a direct line from Vir- 
ginia-row to Shoreditch, a mile in extent, all the lanes, courts, and alleys 
in the neighbourhood pour their contents into the centre of the main street, 
where they stagnate and putrefy. Families live in the cellars and kitchens 
of these undrained houses, dark and extremely damp. In some or other of 
tbeie houses fever is always prevalent * My assistance here,' said the 

• Suppt., No. 1, p. 103. t Suppt., No9. % and 3.| pp. 129, 139« 
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medical officer who was attending me, * is always required: I am never 
without cases of fever here.' " 

An instance of other prevalent causes is stated in the communica- 
tion of Mr. Tensh, the medical officer to the Hackney Board of 
Guardians : — 

** In my district, comprising^ Homerton and Mare-street, of the Hackney 
Union, I am seldom without cases of a typhoid character, and have carefully 
searched through my register of sickness from Lady-day, 1837, to Lady— 
day, 1838, and find there have been 24 cases of severe typhus, of which& 
4 were fatal; 15 of the number were, in one locality named Silkmill-row 
and Wick-street, attributable, I think, to an obstruction by a dam to a. 
mill, which allows a large accumulation of decaying and other matter of 
deleterious nature, likely to cause an atmosphere not at all congenial to 
health, which, aided by, I am sorry to say, the innate want of cleanliness 
and care on the part of the poor, frequently gives rise to fevers of this de- 
scription, notwithstanding my very urgent and strenuous endeavours to in* 
culcate their importance to their own welfare and comfort. There are two or 
three other places where the drainage is not so good as it might be: Cross- 
street and College-street, Homerton ; Wood's-yard, and Wells-street: these 
are, I believe, private property. As to that previously mentioned, it has 
been the subject of litigation between, I believe, the parochial authorities 
and the party to whom it belongs." 

Several officers have fallen victims to the prevalent disease. The 
excuse from one Union, for answers being only given by one medical 
officer, is, that the other officer had fallen a victim to typhus fever, 
caught in the course of the performance of his duties In the infected 
neighbourhoods. In one Union two of the relieving officers have, 
within a short time, been carried off by fever, caught in a similar man- 
ner. The extent of the pressure upon the rates, in many instances arising 
from the causes specified, may be judged of from the folk)wing return 
from the parish of Bethnal Green, which has a population of 62,018 : — 

" St,Mattheu)t Bethnal Green. 
" F£VER Report. 
V « Number of fever-cases attended by the medical officers of this parish, 
for one quarter ending 25th March, 1838 : — 

Mr. Taylor, out-door surgeon • . . 256 cases. 
Mr. Goodwin, ditto . • • • • 136 
Mr. Ager, house surgeon . • • 129 

Total . . . 521 

'* The cost of in-door cases is at least bs, weekly, averaging 20«. for each 
case, before the patient is sufficiently recovered. 

'* Twenty-six cases were admitted into the London Fever Hospital, at the 
cost of 27 L 6«« to the parish for the last quarter, in addition to the number 
above reported." 

It is stated that the number of fever-cases which have been attended 
by the medical officers in the parish of Whitechapel, within one year, 
is upwards of 2,000. 

All the evidence is strongly expressive of the want of immediate 
legislative measures to check the evil, against which the Boards of 
Guardians have made such exertions as were within their power. The 
guardians of Camberwell state that they have made representations to 
the Commissioners of Sewers, from which we extract the following, of 
the date of the 18th ultimo :*— 
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*' They, the guardians, beg to represent that a propdt drainage is ex-* 
tremely essential to a great part of this parish, on account of its exceedingly 
low level, while it is comparatively easy of attainment by reason of the 
gravelly nature of its soil. 

" They beg to remind the Commissioners that an attempt to drain the 
village of Peckham was made some years since, but this drain has been 
left in an unfinished and imperfect state, and the guardians wish to im- 
press on the Commissioners the necessity of its immediate completion. 

" The guardians have been given to understand that this completion has 
been hitherto delayed by the want of funds ; but they cannot admit this to 
be a valid excuse, when it consists with their own knowledge that a great 
number of the inhabitants are rated to the sewers, which, as far as they, 
the inhabitants, are concerned, have no existence, and from which, of 
course, they can derive no benefit. 

*' The guardians therefore earnestly request the Commissioners to take 
this matter into their immediate and most serious consideration ; and they 
press it more earnestly at the present time, because, in addition to the or- 
dinary nuisances, the pond on the green, which is situate in the very heart 
of the village, has, ever since the frost, sent foi*th such a terrible effluvia 
as to render the front rooms of the houses around it scarcely habitable, 
and to fill the whole neighbourhood with alarm at the probable conse- 
quences when the hot weather shall arrive.'* 

Mr. Bowling, a medical officer of the Kensington Union, states, — 

'* We have always had, at certain seasons of the year, fever prevailing 
to a great extent among the poor, attributable in a great measure to miasma, 
produced by a quantity of water which had been left stagnant on the sur- 
face of the earth after brickmaking, and which, in process of time.had become 
full of vegetable matter. Some years ago this evil had become so alarming 
that the inhabitants, influenced by the respectable medical men in the 
neighbourhood, agreed to adopt measures for improving the drainage, and 
the parish expended considerable sums in so doing : but we have still seve- 
ral places, inhabited by paupers, without any drainage at all, or what there 
is so very insufficient that a great quantity of filth of all descriptions is 
constantly lying on the surface. 

" It appears, by the register of sickness and mortality, that we have had 
1 04 cases of fever from the 29th of September to the 25th of March, and 
the greater part of these are certainly to be attributed to causes that might 
be removed by improved drainage or greater cleanliness. These are inde- 
pendent of small-pox and other diseases, the malignancy of which must be 
increased by the above circumstances." 

Mr. Wagstafie, one of the medical officers of Lambeth, represents 
that not only the existence of disease, but of particular diseases, may be 
inferred from obvious physical and re moveable causes : — 

" According to the district or situation, so you will have the different 
degrees of fever, such as ague, typhus in all its stages, yellow, and many 
other kinds." 

We have eagferly availed ourselves of the opportunity of making the 
presenU Report, to submit to your Lordship the urgent necessity of 
applying to the Legislature for immediate measures for the removal of 
these constantly-acting causes of destitution and death. All delay must 
be attended with extensive misery, and we would urge the consideration 
of the fact, that in a large proportion of cases the labouring classes, 
though aware of the surrounding causes of evil, have few or no means 
of avoiding them, and little or no choice of. their dwellings. The 
Boards of Guardians have now the services of an efficient body of 
officers, including experienced medical officers, to guide them in the 
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application of sanatory measures more efficiently than was practical>le 
by the overseers of single parishes under the old system. Until more 
complete measures could be obtained, and even as a temporary mea- 
sure, we should recommend that the guardians should be empowered 
to exercise the like powers that have heretofore been exercfsed, and 
incur the like charges that have heretofore been irregularly incurred 
by parish officers ; that they should be empowered to indict partfes 
responsible for such nuisances as thdse described, and to make arrange- 
ments with the owners of property, or take other measures, according; 
to circumstances, for the removal of the causes of disease in cases 
where there is no ostensible party who can be required to perform t|iat 
duty. So extreme has been the social disorder, and so abject is the 
poverty of some of the places which are now the seats of disease, that 
great numbers of the dwellings have been entirely abandoned by the 
leaseholders. 

The remainder of the first class of charges for which we conceive 
that an allowance should be made from the poor-rates, appear to us to 
be the expenses of the pursuit and apprehension of husbands and 
parents who have deserted their wives and families, and l^ft them 
chargeable to the parish. In some districts the offence is very fre^ 
quent, and the burthens thereby cast on the parish grievous. In a 
very large proportion of cases the pretended desertion is fraudulent, the 
husband being absent in work, with the knowledge and connivance of 
the wife, who thereby obtains a full widow's allowance until her hus- 
band returns with augmented gains. The Vagrant Act affords no 
expenses for its correct administration, no sources of remuneration to 
paid officers, except from any moneys which may be found on the per- 
son of the vagrant, for long pursuits, which are usually out of the limits 
of the Union, or even of the country. 

The following extracts of correspondence exhibit the tenor of the 
communications made to us on this subject. From the Horsham Union 
we received a communication, of which the following is an extract : — 

" The guardians are obliged to refer to the Poor Law Commissioners for 
England and Wales for information respecting the expense of the appre- 
hension of persons for absconding from their families, and other offenders 
against the Poor Laws. Two warrants have been issued by the magis- 
trates, which remain unexecuted in consequence of the disallowance by the 
auditor of expenses, which have been incurred on former occasions by con- 
stables who have gone out of their districts. As they are not compellable to 
go out of their districts, they appear to be entitled to a reasonable remune- 
ration, and the guardians consider that unless it is allowed they cannot ex- 
pect the law to be enforced against offenders. 

** The guardians beg to state that the cases have been reported to the 
magistrates, who are prepared to sanction the payment of the expenses, it 
being, in their opinion, a complete suspension of their powers if the neces- 
sary charges of executing the process are not paid. 

•* The guardians therefore request the Poor Law Commissioners will 
issue such instructions as may appear necessary for securing the due exe- 
ctition of the process against offenders, by the allowance of the reasonable 
expenses attending it." 

To this we were only enabled to answer : — 

•* The Commissioners, in reply to this communication, have to state that 
there is no law to sanction the payment of any remuneration to constables 
for doing the duties of their office, but, on the contrary, such a practice is 
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wholly at variance with the constitution of the office, which is ^ 
polsory and gratuitous. This law it is clearly out of the power of any ad- 
ministrators of the Poor Laws fo change. 

** The Commissioners admit that inconveniences exist in consequence of 
the existing law as regards the constitution of the office of constable, espe- 
cially as regards their authority or obligation to act in precincts not their 
own ; but this inconvenience is not peculiar to the Vagrant Act or to paro- 
chial business, nor, as the Commissioners conceive, susceptible of a lawful 
remedy by the means suggested/' 

From various Unions we have received communications of the tenor* 
of the following from the Epping Uniout stating the impunity arising 
from the absence of proper provisions for the maintenance of the 
law ; — 

'* I am desired by the guardians of the Epping Union to represent the 
great inconvenience which arises from the circumstance that the payment 
of money for the apprehension of paupers who have deserted their families 
is not authorized by law (as declared by Colonel Wade's letter to them on. 
that subject, on the 18th December last). The efPect is, that several pau- 
pers of the Union who have taken that course absent themselves with per- 
fect impunity, the parish authorities being unwilling to offer rewards for 
their apprehension, which, if claimed, they themselves have little or no 
chance of getting repaid/* 

Our answers to these complaints are of the same import as the answer 
to a similar communication Irom the guardians of the Maldon Union, 
i. e., that, whilst we fiilly recognised the necessity of some provision for 
the purpose, we stated that we had not authority to charge the rate- 
payers for a purpose not contemplated by the laws under which the 
rates are made, or charges imposed on them ; and it was added,-^ 

" • The Commissioners trust that the obvious evils arising from the want 
of such a provision will shortly lead to an effective legislative enactment ; 
meanwhile they can only repeat the words of Lord Denman in the case of 
Rex V. Guyer, 2 Ad. & E. 216. 

" ' These expenses, however reasonable the charges may he> however ne« 
cessary the incurring of them may have been, however much it may have 
been for the benefit of the parish that they should be incurred, are not such 
as the overseers are entitled by law to charge to the parish.' " 

In various Unions the Boards of Guardians have exerted themselves 
to give to the rate-payers a neglected benefit of the poor-rate, by ren- 
dering it available for the repression of mendicity. This is done partly 
by its influence in diminishing the motives to almsgiving, and partly 
by active coercive efforts against avowed and sturdy impostors by their 
pursuit and prosecution. As respects the proceedings against this 
class of offenders, the Vagrant Act, by giving no costs, gives no motives 
to pursuit. At present the coercive, as well as the ordinary admi- 
nistrative means for the abatement of the evil of mendicity, must be 
almost exclusively with the Boards of Guardians; and we entertain no 
doubt that it would be highly beneficial to strengthen their hands for 
this course of proceeding by allowance, subject to control, of proper 
expenses to the parties pursuing or prosecuting the offenders. I'he 
second class of charges, for which allowances are urgently, and, we 
conceive, properly, requested, are such as may be incurred in the pro- 
tection of parish property from depredation, injury, or destruction. 

Where the offence amounts to a felony or misdemeanor, or to a, 
malicious injury, under 7 G. IV., c. 64, the costs of prosecution are 
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payable out of the county- rates. But costs incurred in discovering and 
apprehending the offender, and all such necessary costs as fall upoa 
private persons in the discovery and pursuit of such offender, should, 
when the offence is committed against the property under the control of 
the administrators of the poor-laws, be made payable out of the poor- 
rates, to the extent to which the county is not- and cannot be properly 
made liable. 

To some extent this is apparently allowed by 55 Geo. III., c. 137, 
which, however, only extends, 

First. To goods of a moveable kind. The power should be extended 
to property of every description susceptible of injury. 

Secondly. Only to goods for the use of the poor. . The power should 
be extended to all property of the parish or Union not specially pro- 
tected. 

Thirdly. It only extends to such goods as are vested in over-> 
seers under that Act. The power should extend to property vested in 
Guardians. 

Fourthly. It only enables overseers to take proceedings. The 
guardians should be enabled to direct proceedings by their clerk or 
attorney. 

In recommending the sanction of the legislature to the payment of 
expenses, such as those in the cases specified, we would especially 
g^rd ourselves from being supposed to recommend in the cases of 
constables the payment of any expenses for loss of time, or any other 
payments than of expenses actually incurred in the performance of the 
duty, such as horse, turnpikes, or otherwise. To allow any other ex- 
penses would, it appears to us, be to open the door to extensive mal- 
versations and improper charges, which it would be extremely difficult 
to check. In answer to complaints of the onerous nature of duties of 
constables on that class of persons who are chosen as parish constables, 
oflen but one degree above a labourer, and their inability to bear the 
expenses of office, we have remarked that the appointment of such 
persons is an oppression to them, and, legally considered, an abuse, it be- 
ing clear that the constable ought to be of the abler sort of parishioners ; 
and if an ignorant or poor person be chosen he may by law be dis- 
charged, and an abler person appointed in his room (Dalton, chap. 28). 
Where, therefore, such a person has been appointed to serve the office, 
he should apply to the justices for his discharge, who will appoint a 
more proper person. 

The third class of charges to which we conceive that the poor-rates 
may properly be made liable are such as are necessary for the protec- 
tion of the persons of such as are engaged in the administration of the 
laws for the relief of the poor. 

In various reports and communications we have already made your 
Lordship acquainted with the circumstances of attacks made upon the 
Union officers in the execution of their duty, and you will perhaps deem 
it unnecessary that we should submit any reasons for giving to them 
the like special protection to that which is generally given to the inferior 
officers of the law whilst in the execution of their public duty. 

It may often be difficult to ascertain whether an offence against an 
officer originates in the discharge of his duty, and is committed with a 
view to prevent its performance, or in feelings of hostility excited by its 
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performance. But it is conceived that the Board of Guardians would, 
under regulations to insure the concurrence of a sufficient number of 
guardians, be the best possible judge of the fact whether the injury 
arose out of the official or private relations of any of the officers, and 
to authorize, subject to the auditor's allowance, such expenses as may 
be necessarily incurred in prosecution of the offence, and as may not 
be recoverable from the county or the offender. 

Without such protection the duties of the more active officers are 
rendered more hazardous, and consequently the services of such as are 
paid are rendered more costly to the public. While in the case of the 
guardians themselves, whose duty is gratuitous, your Lordship will no 
doubt consider that the justice of securing them the utmost protection 
is not more obvious than the wisdom of removing, as far as possible, all 
such disinclination to serve as may arise from want of protection to the 
individuals who may undertake a duty always obnoxious to grievous 
misrepresentation, and even serious dangers. 

In connexion with the miscellaneous charges, the allowance of which 
we are prepared to submit as deserving of legislative sanction, we have 
to observe that a very general practice has long prevailed of paying con- 
stables and others from the poor-rates, for collecting the county-rates 
and conveying them to the county treasurer. 

These charges, so far as we can ascertain, are wholly without autho- 
rity. On the other hand, the 55 Geo. III., c. 51, s. 16, provides, — 

** That it shall and may be lawful for the justices of the peace of any 
county in general or quarter sessions, or any adjournment thereof, from 
time to time assembled, to order such allowances and compensations to be 
made to the overseers, churchwardens, constables, assessors, collectors, 
clerks, or other persons employed in the execution of this Act (namely, the 
County Rate Act), which have not hereinbefore been provided for, from, 
by, and out of the moneys assessed, levied, and collected by any county- 
rate made under this or any former Act or Acts, as to the said justices 
shall appear reasonable and proper.'* 

It has been suggested by Sir Edward Knatchbull, and we entirely 
concur in the suggestion, that it would be a highly beneficial course to 
discontinue the present mode of collecting and paying the county- rates 
to the county treasurer. He proposes, for example, as a substitute for 
the separate collections by the separate constables of the 433 parishes 
and places from which, we believe, the county-rate is now payable in 
Kent, that the rate should be payable by the order of the magistrates 
of quarter sessions, made on the treasurer or proper officer of each of 
the 26 new Unions, which now comprehend nearly the whole of that 
county. By this course he thinks it probable that upwards of lOOOZ. 
per annum would be saved in that county alone. We propose that, 
upon the order to the Unions from the quarter sessions, payments shall 
be made to the county treasurer in such mode as we shall direct. By 
means of this power special arrangements may be made with the 
county treasurer for the attainment of the object in the best manner, 
according to the circumstances of the treasurers of each Union, and 
their means for the transmission of the money as bankers or other- 
wise. 

From obvious utility practices have arisen, and have been assented 
to by all parties, of applying the rates to various useful purposes for 
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which lib legislative ptbvision had been made. The fbllbwing kre in- 
staitices. 

The churchwardens and overseers of the parish of Ilfracombe write 
td us : — 

" In consequence of a child having; been drowned at Appledore, not far 
iiience, from the insecurity of a well over which that parish is about to 
erect a pump, the attention of the officers of this parish has been called by- 
many of the inhabitants to the unsafe and filthy state of the wells in this 
town. They are six in number, quite open and exposed, and into which 
there is constantly thrown filth of every description, whereby the water is 
contaminated, and the public health liable to be affected. Further, the 
water is made very impure by the masons, bricklayers, and other persons 
dipping up the water with dirty buckets, &c., an evil which is greatly in- 
creased by the many new buildings. It is therefore proposed that the 
wells be covered in, and cast-iron pumps put down, the whole expense of 
which, it is estimated, will amount to about 30/. ; and it being considered 
that, from our situation, we are guardians of the public health, and more 
especially as it is known that impure water tends more than anything 
else to generate bowel-complaints and other diseases, especially amongst 
the poor, whose chief beverage it is, and who are no doubt often driven on 
the parish for relief, when impure water has been the cause ; we have been 
called upon to carry the above desirable object into effect, and pay the 
same out of the poor-rate, to which we can have no objection, as far as we 
are concerned, provided we are justified and safe in so doing. But, as a 
question may be raised when the accounts are brought forward td be 
passed, as to the legality of the application of the rates for the purpose 
contemplated, however much desired, we consider it due to ourselves and 
the parish generally to solicit the favour of your opinion and advice on the 
subject." 

t'rom the acting overseer of the parish of Horndon-on-the-Hill we 
have received the like application : — 

, V Pardon me the liberty that I have taken, but, as I am the acting over- 
seer for the parish of Horndon-on-the-Hill, I shall be glad of your advice 
al;)out a pump that belongs to our parish. Standing on the waste, it is 
ilsed by aill the inhabitants of the parish, and especially by the poor. 
Owlfig to the dry weather we are sometimes without water. There wants 
fromi about 6/. to 8/. laid out about it. Some of the parishioners are of 
opinion that it ought to be a parish charge, and others are not. The poor 
are not able to pay any towards the expense, and as it stands on the waste 
we cannot make private property of it. I shall be much obliged by your 
sending me your opinion on the subject." 

. Amongst other instances, may be cited, applications for the allow- 
ance of the charge of obtaining a fire-engine for the common use of 
villages ; for the erection of a clock, and other similar works of import- 
ance or utility in rural economy. On these applications, admitting the 
importance of the works, and the comparatively small amount of the 
charge, we could only advise<that such charges upon the poor-rates 
were not sanctioned by law, and must be disallowed. 

From the general allowance of such charges, during the lax adminis- 
tration of relief which has heretofore prevailed, a strong persuasion has 
existed that they were sanctioned by the old law, and we are apprehen- 
sive that their disallowance has been attended with much discontent in 
many instances where the necessity oi^ an adherence to the express pro- 
irisioQS of the legislature was «ot i^lt, or where it. was supposed that the 
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disallowance was the consequence of some direct enactments contained 
in the new law. 

Believing that such charges from the poor-rates on the order of the 
Board of Guardians^ subject to control, may be safely sanctioned, and 
that by such means such public conveniences may be the best provided, 
we recommend that this class of charges may also be sanctioned by 
the legislature. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed) ^T. Frankland Lewis. 

y John G. S. Lefevre. 

Geo. Nicholls. 
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Supplement, No. L 

Report on the Prevalence of certain Physical Causes of Fever in the 
Metropolis, which might be removed by proper Sanatory Measures. 

By Neil Arnott, M.D., and James Phillips Kay, M.D. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, 

Gentlemen, • London^ I2th May, 1838, 

Before proceeding to state to you the results of our personal investi- 
gations, atid of the inquiries made from the ujedical officers of the Lon- 
don Unions concerning the prevalence of certain physical causes of 
fever in the metropolis, Which might be removed by proper sanatory 
measures, we deem it important to offer a few preliminary observa- 
tions. 

Among the causes which prevent the greater part of mankind from 
attaining the fiill age of 70 years or more, which the nature of the 
human constitution allows, certain poisons disseminated in the air hold 
a conspicuous place. Of these the most noted are the matters of 
small-pox, measles, hooping-cough, and that called malaria, the chief 
subject of this Report, which is generated wherever animal and vege- 
table substances are undergoing putrefactive decomposition, and which 
produces a great variety of fevers. 

This decomposition of animal and vegetable substances takes place 
with rapidity proportioned to the warmth and moisture of the place, 
and hence it attracts attention chiefly in tropical countries, where organ- 
ized matters abound, and in low moist situations, as along flat shores, 
the banks of rivers, in marshy levels, and in thick forests; it is what 
renders the situations described so fatal, as is known to human inha- 
bitants, and particularly to strangers. Englishmen, for instance, have 
painful mental associations with the names of many of their Indian 
and African colonies, as of Sierra Leone, &c., and particularly as these 
existed originally, when cultivation and draining were not yet begun. 

Malaria differs in different situations, according to the nature of the 
substances and other circumstances producing it. In tropical regions 
the kind produced, independently of human agency, causes the fevers 
to which the epithets of jungle, yellow, remittent, bilious, &c., have 
been applied. In more temperate climates it generates such as the 
fever of malaria in the Campagna di tloma, that which attacked the 
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English army in Walchercn, and all the intermittents or agues of 
marshy situations. The malaria arising from matters accumulated ia 
the business of human societies will be noticed afterwards. 

The noxious activity of malaria is proportioned to its concentration ; 
hence wherever much air is passing, that is, where there is free venti- 
lation to dilute the poison as it rises, its presence is often nnperceivedl 
In many flat tropical islands, for instance, as in Sincapore, beyond 
Malacca, where the process of decomposition must be going on with 
great activity, because there is a constant breeze and free ventilation, 
there is no disease ; but in other situations near, where surrounding 
hills make deep unventilated valleys, the malaria is so powerful that the 
ignorant inhabitants have believed some such places to be the habita- 
tions of malignant spirits, enemies of man. And the reason why the 
danger in all such situations is much greater in the night than in the 
day, although more malaria is produced in the day than in the night, 
is, that during the day the sun's rays, by warming the surface of the 
earth, and the air in contact with it, where the malaria is springing into 
existence, cause the air to rise and carry away the poison ; but at 
night the surface of the earth, by radiating away its heat, becoming 
colder than the general atmosphere, then keeps in contact with it a 
heavy layer of colder air, in which the poison is confined and concen- 
trated. A boat's crew of eight persons was detained from the ship 
for anight in the low flat on which part of the town of Batavia in Java 
stands ; and of the eight persons seven were dead of fever before the 
end of a week. Malaria being invisible and untangible, men in rude 
states of society are totally ignorant of its existence ; and, indeed, until 
lately it has been little understood even among people more advanced. 
The fever said by Homer to have destroyed so many of the Greeks in 
the plains of Troy was occasioned, according to him, by invisible arrows 
shot from the bow of Apollo, who favoured the Trojans. 

Besides the malaria arising where nature is uncultivated, we find 
that, whenever men congregate and bring together the quantities of 
vegetable and animal substances which constitute their food, in the pre- 
paration of which there is much refuse, or where the excrementitious, 
matters from their own bodies (being the matter of their food again 
rejected, and in another form) are allowed to accumulate, there is pro- 
duced another malaria, often as destructive to life as the most active 
which dwells in an Indian jungle. The fevers called typhus, putrid, 
malignant,jail, hospital, ship-fever, &c., are the produce of this malaria, 
and when once induced the bodies of persons affected give out a conta- 
gious malaria, often more quickly operative on other persons than the ori- 
ginal cause. In the early history of cities, therefore, we are prepared to 
find striking examples of the influence of such malaria, and the succession 
of epidemics or plagues, which have almost everywhere appeared, are 
these examples. In London, for instance, before the fire of 1666, 
which destroyed great part of the city, and led to the rebuilding of it, 
with better drains for carrying away the noxious matters which pro- 
duced malaria, and wider streets for ventilation, there occurred, within 
72 years of the time of the fire, five epidemics or plagues, and the 
average destruction by each was of one -fourth part of the population, 
as if nearly 400,000 people were now to be swept off in one year. 
Since the improvements which accompanied the rebuilding of the city 
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there has been no disease deserving' the name of plague until the - 
cholera lately, and the deaths from that, instead of being 25 in every 
100, were only one person in every 250 of the population; proving the 
prodi^ous influence of knowledge, and of art founded on it, in guard - 
ing: against such evils. In many of the old less-improved cities of 
Europe, as in Paris, Naples, &c., the cholera was as fatal as the 
pla«rnea of London formerly were. We have now to show that, even 
in London, the securities against the diseases of malaria are yet far 
from being so complete as they should be, and easily might be. 

The means of removing completely the noxious animal and vegetable 
matters brought to or produced in cities evidently are, 

1 . A perfect system of sufficiently sloping drains or sewers, by which 
from every house and street all fluid refuse shall quickly depart by the 
action of gravitation alone; ihe streets, alleys, courts, &c., being 
moreover well paved, so that the refuse may be easily distinguished and 
detached. 

2. A plentiful supply of virater to dilute and carry all such refuse, 
and to allow of sufficiently washing of streets, houses, clothing, and 
persons. 

3. An effective service of scavengers to remove regularly the rub- 
bish and impurities which water cannot carry away, and fit receptacles 
for such matters until removed. 

4. Free ventilation by wide streets, open alleys, and well constructed 
houses, to dilute and carry away all the hurtful aeriform products of the 
processes of society. 

5. Keeping as distant as possible from the people the practice of all 
the arts or processes capable of producing malaria. Hence the situa- 
tion of cattle-markets, slaughter-houses, cow-houses, tripe-shops, gas** 
manufactories, burying-grounds, &c., should be determined by compe^ 
tent authorities. 

6. Preventing the great crowding of the lodging-houses of the 
poor. 

The want of proper attention to these things in London has often 
been complained of by medical men, and is evident to any attentive 
observer. We shall adduce a few of the illustrative facts which have 
occurred to Dr. Amott in the course of his professional engagements. 

1. In the field behind Euston-square, towards Somers Town, now 
occupied by the commencement of the Birmingham Railway, there 
was until lately, near some very extensive cow-sheds, the meeting of 
several public drains or sewers in an open ditch, which ofien overflowed 
and covered a considerable space with a lake of the most odious filth. 
In the neighbourhood of this field typhoid fevers were frequent, and in 
a school of 150' female children; in Clarendon-square, Somers Town, 
every year, while the nuisance was at its height, the malaria caused 
some remarkable form of disease. In one year it was an extraordinary 
nervous affection, exhibiting rigid spasms, and then convulsions of the 
limbs, such as occur on taking various poisons into the stomach : more 
than 30 of the girls were so affected. In another year it was typhoid 
fever, affecting an equal number of the children ; in another ophthal- 
mia; in another extraordinary constipation of bowels, and so forth. 
Since the covering of the drains all these diseases have disappeared. 
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2. Dr. Arnott has seen analogous effects produced by fou\ ob- 
structed drains in private houses. In a house in Baker-streei, let 
during three successive years to different families from the country, 
there were foul drains, and fever broke out in each of the families. 

In a mews behind Bedford-squ^re a stable had been let for a time to 
a butcher, and a heap of dung had been formed at the door, containing 
pigs' offal, pigeons' dung, &c. During the act of removing this heap, 
a coachman's wife and her three children, of an adjoining stable, sat 
fbr a time at an open window nearly over the place, until the insuffer- 
able stench drove them away ; two of the poor children died of the 
poison before 36 hours, and the mother and other child narrowly 
escaped. 

3. Some body-snatchers having mistaken the grave they meant to 
open, two of them died of fever caused by the effluvia from a putrid 
corpse. 

4. Various cases have occurred of persons suffocated by descending 
into cesst)ools, old wells, &c^ filled with mephitic air f^om putrid ani- 
mal and vegetable matters, &c. &c. 

Lately fever of the kind which proceeds from the malaria of filth had 
prevailed extensively in London, the peculiarity of season probably hav- 
ing rendered the ordinary causes more active. At the request of the 
Poor Law Conimissioners, on the 1st of May v^e inspected parts in the 
eastern extremity of London, about Wapping, Ratciiff Highway, the 
parish of Stepney, &c., from which many patients with feve^ (iad been 
carried to the hospitals. We found, as we were prepared to find, 
wherever the fever had appeared, one or more of the causes now to be 
noticed. 

1. Hduses and courts or alleys without privies, without covered 
drains, and with only open surface-gutters, so ill made that the fluid in 
many places was stagnant 

2. Larger open ditches containing stagnant liquid filth. 

3. Houses dirty beyond description, as if never washed or swept, and 
extremely crowded with inhabitants, who had no means of separation 
in case of disease arising among them. 

4. Pigs kept in back yards, with styes very filthy, and masses of 
half putrid food for the pigs in receptacles around, which in one 
instance were in the back room of the house, with an open door to 
the front room, in which was lying a man in the last stage of fever. 

5. Heaps of refuse and rubbish, vegetable and animal remains, at 
the bottoms of close courts and in corners. 

In the following pages of this Report many of these facts will be 
minutely described, and fit remedial measures will be pointed out. We 
have no doubt that by proper sanatory police regulations, such as a 
public Board of Health might decide upon, the typhoid fevers of Lon- 
don and other places might be made to disappear, and we think the 
remedial measures would cost less than it now costs to parishes and 
public charities to take care of the sick, and to provide for the helpless 
widows or orphans of those who die. 

In compliance with your instructions we visited some of those dis- 
tricts which, froni the records of the London Fever Hospital^ are found 
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to be habitaally the seats of fever in the metropolis. We have perused 
the reports made by ^he medical officers, of the metropolitaii Unions, in 
answer to your circular inquiring^ iuto the nature of any of those cadses 
of fever and other endemic diseases which might be remediable if the 
Boards of Guardians possessed authority to enforce certain measures of 
sanatory policy. I)r. Kay has likewise had an opportunity of conferring^ 
with certain of the metropolitan Boards of Guardians, and with sobie of 
the medical officers of the metrojpoUtan Unions on this sul^ectj and 
from these various sources we ha^e been Enabled to collect information 
which it is our duty to present to you. 

The subject which we have thus been directed to investigate had ob- 
tained some attention from Dr. Kay about seven years ago, at the period 
when a special Board of Health was established in Manchester, in ex- 
pectation of the invasion of the choleni. On that occasion his duties 
led him, in connexion with other members of that Board, to originate 
and promote an investigation of the state of the streets and dwellings of 
the poor in the town of Manchester, the results of which are not unim- 
portant in the consideration of this subject. 

A tabular form of inquiries respecting the state of the streets and. 
houses was prepa^red, and a large portion of the town was divided into 
small districts, which were allotted to certain of the more intelligent 
inhabitants, who were requested to visit these districts and make 
answers to the inquiries contained in the tabular form with which they 
were furnished. Aii inspection of a considerable portion of the town 
was thus obtained, and, though the replies did not comprise all the 
streets in every district, or all the houses in every street^ the tabulated 
results present an accurate general description of the state of those 
districts of the town of Manchester which were then inhabited by 
the working classes, as far fts the elements comprised in the tables are 
concerned. 
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The reports of the medical officers of the metropolitan Unions refer 
the prevalence of the various kinds of endemic contagious fever to two 
classes of causes. 

1, Circumstances injuriously affecting the well-being of the poorer 
classes, and arising independently of their habits. 

2. Circumstances injuriously affecting their well-being, and origin* 
atins: to a considerable extent in their habits. 

Among the former classes of causes are enumerated,— 

I. Imperfection or want of sewers and drains in the parish or 
district. 

II. The existence of uncovered and stagnant drains or ditches, con-* 
taining vegetable and animal matter in a state of decomposition. 

III. Open stagnant pools of water rendered putrid by the admixture 
of animal or vegetable substances. 

IV. Undrained marsh-land. 

V. Accumulations of refuse, either thrown from the houses, or other** 
wise collected in the streiets, courts, and lanes. 

VI. Lodgment of filth in large cesspools and privies, in situations 
where the exhalations are destructive of health. 

VII. The situation of slaughter-houses in densely-peopled districts, 
among narrow streets, and the bad regulation of these establishments. 

VIII. The state of some of the public burial-grounds, in thickly-* 
peopled districts. 

IX. The want of ventilation in narrow alleys and close courts, inha-* 
bited by the working class. 

Among the second class of causes are enumerated — 

I. The state of the lodgring^houses of mendicants and vagrants, and 
of a certain class of Irish poor. 

II. The crowded state of the dwelling-houses, which, in certain dis- 
tricts, contain several families under one roof. 
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III. The gross want of cleanliness of the person and dress and 
habitations among certain classes of the poor. 

IV. The prevalence of intemperance. 

V* The habit of dwelling in preyiously-deserted houses, cellars, &c« 
&c. Keeping pigs, &c., in dwelling-houses. 

VI. Indisposition to be removed to the hospitals when infected with 
contagious disease. 

VII. The neglect of vaccination. 

I. Imperfection, or want of sewers and drains in the parish or dis-* 
trict. 

The communications received from medical officers of the metropo- 
litan Unions enumerate this among the chief causes of fever in their 
districts. 

The want of proper sewers is described as occasioning accumulations 
of filth in cesspools, privies, and surface drains, and rendering the 
streets the source of miasmata. The cellars inhabited by certain classes 
are said to be consequently damp, if not actually flooded, and the lower 
rooms of houses unwholesome, from the fetid exhalations which infest 
the atmosphere. Some cottages at Nottingdale, inhabited by 'Irish 
ikmilies, and called the Potteries, are, as I was informed at the Ken- 
sington Board of Guardians, built over stagnant pools of water, which 
may be seen through the interstices of the floors. In some instances 
. the floors have given way, and rest at one end of the room in the stag- 
nant pool, while the other end, being still dry, contains the bed or straw 
mattress on which the family sleep. 

Among the more important communications on this subject are the 
following : — 

Sir, Vestry-holly Camberwell^ 3rd May^ 1838. 

In reply to your circular of 27th ult, and the enclosure addressed 
to the medical officers, I am instructed by the Board of Guardians to 
state that the drainage of this district is in so defective a state as to in- 
duce the Board to memorialise the Commissioners of Sewers on the 
subject. 

A copy of the memorial alluded to I beg to enclose, and am, 
' Sir, &c. 

(Signed) G. W. Poole, Clerk. 

Edwin Chadwickj Esq.^ 
Poor Law Commission^ Somerset House* 


(Copy enclosed.) 

To the Commissioneri of Sewers* 

Th£ guardians of the poor of Camberwell beg to draw the atten« 
tion of the Commissioners of Sewers to the defective state of the drainage 
of a great part of this parish. They are deeply impressed with the 
importance of this subject to the health of that part of the population 
over whose vveifare it is chiefly their duty to watch, and its ultimate 
consequence to the well-being of the whole parish. 

They, the guardians, beg to represent that a proper drainage is 
extremely essential to a great part of this parish, on account of its 
exceedingly low level, while it is comparatively easy of attainment by 
reason of the gravelly nature of its soil. 

They beg to remind the Commissioners that an attempt to drain the 
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villa^^ pf Beckham w^ made some years 8inci,but tliis Arsin basb^en 
lefl in an unfinished and imperfect state, and the guardians wish Iq- 
impress on the Commissioners the necessity of its immediate comple* 
tion. 

The guardians have been given to understand that this completion 
jias been hitherto delayed by the want of funds ; but they cannot admit 
this to be a valid excuse, when it consists with their own knowledg^e 
that a great number of the inhabitants are rated to the sewers, wliich, 
as far as they, the inhabitants, are concerned, have no existence, and 
from which, of course, they can derive no benefit. 

The guardians, tlierefore, earnestly r^iquest the CqfntY]|s3ioners to 
take this matter into their immediate and most serious consideration ^ 
and they press it more earnestly at the present time, because, in additioii 
to the ordinary nuisances, the pond on the Green, which is situate iii 
th^ very heart of the village, has, ever since the frost, sent' forth such 
a terrible effluvia as to render the front rooms of the houses around it 
scarcely habitable, and to fill the whole neighbourhood with alarm at 
the probable consequences when the hot weather shall arrive. 

Vestry 'hall, Camherwelt, ISth April, 1838. 

Sir,' Walcot'place West, Lambeth, BOth Aprils 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
27th instant, and, in answer, beg to inform you that I addressed the 
Board of Guardians of Lambeth the 18th September, 1837, on the 
subject of the prevalence of fever in many parts of my district — the 
periodical recurrence of its almost continued existence, chiefly among 
the labouring classes, and, in my opinion, as I then told them, arising 
in part fi-om want of proper drs^inage, and suggested the propriety of 
coilstructing a sewer in East-street, Lambeth-walk, and the following 
streets leading into it, namely, New-street, Saunders-street, John-street 
(east and west) ; besides these I recommended that Frances-court, 
Fountain-court, both in Lambeth-walk, China-walk, China-place, be 
frequently cleansed and lime-washed, and that all the houses in which 
fever had been or was at that time raging be likewise lime- washed. 

The Board of Guardians gave prompt attention to the whole of my 
suggestions; and, as regarded the forming of a sewer in East-street, 
ibrwarded a letter' to the Commissioners of Sewers, who, they gave me 
to understand, promised to have a sewer made in the above-named 
street, and Mr. Mundy, their surveyor, called to intimate to me that 
such was their intention. This, however (the formation of a sewer), 
has not been done. I also called the attention of the landlords of the 
several places to the unhealthy state of their houses, &c., and recom* 
mended that they should have them lime-washed, and not let imme- 
diately (to new tenants) those houses in which fever (typhus) had been 
i'atal. 

I would therefore beg to direct the attention of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners to the above-named places, and also to William- street, High- 
street, Lambeth. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Matthew French Wagstappe. 

To JB. Chadwick, Esq. 
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Copt of a Letter from Mr. Wagstaffe, one of tl^^ Parochial Surgeons, 

to the Board of Guardians. ' 

Gentlemen, PraU-sireeU Lambeth^ 2^th September, 1837, 

In conversation yfiih Mr. j(Iunt I made a statement on the Fuhject of 
the state of disease in East-street and the p^rts adjacent, and my opinioi^ 
of the caqse of such ; and, at his suggestion, I beg to address you upoi) 
the same. 

There are at the present time many cases of severe fever in and about 
the parish above alluded to (which have continued for some tim?) : tho 
worst places are the following: — 

East-street, New-street, Saunders-street, John-street, Fountain- 
court, and Frances-court (Lambeth- walk). The primary cause of this 
infection I believe to be the malaria, or efBuvia, arising ^'om the stal^ 
of the drains or stagnant filth : the heat of the sun acting upon the mud 
sends forth this kind of malaria, which, impregnating the air, is the first 
cause of fever, and, consequently, ^he cause of a great additional burden 
upon the parish by the increased number of paupers rendered wholly 
incapable of work, and throwing them and their families entirely on the 
parish. 

According to the district or situation, so you will have the different 
degrees of fever, ^uch as ague, typhus (in all its stages), yellow, and 
many other kinds. 

I should therefore recommend, as a remedy and preventive, that the 
drauis be cleaned, no filth allowed in the gutters; and, should there be 
any cow-yards, where pigs are kept, night-soil emptied, ^c, that these 
be also looked to. If a few pieces of lime were occasionally thrown 
into the gutter, it might assist in purifying the air, &c. ; and those 
houses where fever is or has been should be lime-washed throughout ; 
and thus we may very possibly modify the present state of disease an4 
prevent worse. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) Matthew French Wagstaffe. 

Tp the Guardians of the Poor^ Lambeth, 

Resolved — ^That Mr. Wagstaffe's letter be referred to the surveyor? 
of the highways, with a request that they will give the same their best 
consideration. 


Copy of a Letter from Mi*. Thomas Roffey, by directton of the 
Surveyors of the Highways, addressed to the Board of Guardians. 

No, 18, Walcoi'place^ Lambeth, 
Sir, nth October, 1837. 

I AM directed to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 
Mr. Wa^staffe's letter of 25th ultimo, respecting the existence of fever 
or malaria in the following places, viz, — East-street, New-street, Saun- 
ders-street, and John-street ; Fountain-court and Frances-court (Lam- 
beth-walk). 

As regards the first-named, East-street, I beg to observe that, at th^ 
present time, the surveyors are in communication with the Commis- 
sioners of Sewers, in order to effect the mailing of a drain or sewer from 
the main sewer in Walcot-place up Vnion-street and John-street to 
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East-street ; which, if accomplished, of which the surveyors are ex- 
tremely anxious, the cleansing and drainage of the whole neighbourhood 
will be materially benefited and improved. 

The courts called Fountain and Frances courts are not under the 
jurisdiction of the surveyors. Summonses have recently been served 
upon persons residing there ; upon the hearing of which the magistrates 
were of opinion that the surveyors had no jurisdiction. 

The surveyors beg to suggest the expediency of the Board of Guar- 
dians forwarding a communication to the trustees acting under the 
Lighting and Watching Act, the trustees having greater power to 
abate nuisances, &c. 

In conclusion. Sir, I am directed to inform you that the surveyors 
will use their best endeavours to decrease the evil complained of. 

I have» &c. 
(Signed) Thomas Roffet. 

W, Shadbolt^ Esq.^ Cltaitman of the Board of Guardians. 


II. The existence of uncovered and stagnant drains or ditches, con- 
taining vegetable matters in a state of decomposition. , 

In visiting the district in which the patients of the London Fever 
Hospital had resided previously to admission, we found the nuisance to 
be a frequent source of fever, in some instances removeable by con- 
stantly cleansing the ditch, but at much less cost and more effectually 
remediable by substituting for the ditch an arched sewer of sufficient 
capacity. 

Among the several communications received, this is mentioned as 
the cause of fever in certain districts, of which one example will 
suffice. 


To the Poor LaU) Commissioners. 


Gentlemen, 115, Holbom Hill, Srd May^ 183B. 

In reply to your letter of the 27th ultimo, I beg respectfully to make 
the following observations. The district of which I have the charge 
(Saffron Hill) is a very filthy one, perhaps as much so as any in 
London ; and, although it would be difficult to describe it in all its 
details, yet there are two or three prominent features which I may 
point out; first, there is an open sewer running the whole length of 
the district ; not a small drain, but almost a river of filth, which passes 
under Farringdon-street and Bridge-street (where it was formerly 
known by the name of the Fleet Ditch), and empties itself at the foot of 
Blackfriars' Bridge; upon the very edge of this ditch many of the poor 
have their dwelling^, so that they may be said to live continually in an 
atmosphere tainted by it. Next I may mention that some of the 
privies in the neighbourhood of this sewer are in a very sad condition ; 
and, lastly, the great mass of the houses in this neighbourhood are 
exceedingly dirty, and contain as many inhabitants as they well can. 
The great majority of the cases of sickness occurring in this district 
are in the locality above alluded to ; and the diseases most prevalent 
since I have had the charge (six years and a halO> &]% typhus and con- 
tinued fevers. Six years ago fever prevailed very much in this par* 


App. A. No. 1.] (mi of the Poor Rates. 113 

ticular neighbourhood ; and again, for nearly the last two years, we 
have never been quite free from it. Many of these fever-cases become 
chargeable to the parish, in some shape or other, principally by being 
admitted into the workhouse, in which we have been obliged to 
appropriate one ward to fever-cases, and which has seldom been empty 
for the last 18 months. The number of fever-cases occurring in the 
year 1837 was about 200, of these about 60 cases were treated in the 
workhouse ; no doubt some of these cases came from various parts or 
the district. Considering the filthy habits of the people dwelling in 
this particular locality ; considering the privations many of them 
undergo with respect to food, and their intemperate use of ardent 
spirits; that they are huddled together in ill-ventilated rooms, and 
that this place is the resort of Irish lodgers, who are travelling the 
country, it is exceedingly difficult to give an opinion how far these 
cases of fever have had their origin in such causes ; how far they have 
had their origin in states of atmosphere equally affecting the crowded 
parts of this metropolis ; and how far they have originated in the local 
causes above named, especially, as I must not omit to mention, that 
during three years we had very few cases of fever; and also that this 
part was very lightly visited by spasmodic cholera, not more than 100 
eases occurring, so far as I know, from its first appearance in this 
town. With respect to the remedy for these nuisances, I perceive no 
effectual one that I can recommend, but that of pulling down all the 
old houses arching over the sewer, and building a new street; as to any 
lesser remedy, it does not appear to me that more can be done than to 
see the privies and drains from them are well washed continually with 
water, and that the ashes, which are sometimes allowed to accumulate 
in the courts, are regularly taken away. This seems to me all the 
information I am able to communicate. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) James Appleton. 


III. Open stagnant pools of water, rendered putrid by the admixture 
of animal and vegetable substances. 

The evils arising from this source are exhibited in a letter from 
Homerton. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners of England. 
Gentlemen, Homerton^ 1th May^ 1838. 

In answer to your letter of 27th April, 1838, I beg to observe that, 
should the delay appear longer than might have been expected, it has 
been with the view of making you acquainted with as much informa- 
tion as in my power to acquire. I may state that in my district, com- 
prising Homerton and Mare-street, of the Hackney Union, I am 
seldom without cases of a typhoid character, and have carefully searched 
through my register of sickness from Lady-day, 1837, to Lady-day, 
1838, and find there have been 24 cases of severe typhus, of which four 
were fatal; 15 of the number were in one locality, named Silk Mill- 
row and Wick-street, attributable, I think, to an obstruction by a dam 
to a mill, which allows a large accumulation of decaying and other 
matter of a deleterious nature, likely to cause an atmosphere not at all 
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eongeniitl to hfialth, whicb, aide4 by, I am sorry to wy$ the iau^ie 
want of clea&1ine88 and cai^e pn the part of the poor, frequently giv«a 
rise to fevers of this description, notwithstanding my very urgent and 
strenuous endeavours to inculcate the importance of it to their own 
welfare and comfort. There are two or three other places where the 
drainage is not so good as it might be^ which I beg to name — Croaa 
and OoUege'^streets, Homerton, WoQdVyard» Well-street ; these are, 
I believe, private property ; as to that 'previously mentioned, it has 
been the sul^ect pf litigation between, I believe, the parochial au<n 
thoritiea and the party to whom it belongs. 

I beg leave to acknowledge having submitted your letter to the 
guardians under the New Poor Law, at their weekly meeting, thinking 
some of them might be acquainted with things which have escaped my 
observation, pointing out,! at the same time, the places mentioned in 
this letter, whieh» I am happy to say, meet with their approbation : 
trusting the same may attend it with yourselves, 

I am, &e, 
(Signed) Frediriok Evans Tbnsu, Surge&n^ 


IV. Undrained marsh-land is mentioned as a cause of fever in 
Great Stanmore parish, Edgeware, and the medical officer, I4r. Foote,^ 
urges the draining of the marsh at the public expense. 

'' Two years past fi feyer raged at Red Ilill, which I attributed to 
the lodgment of the filth from privies, which I had removed at the 
timf. ; and the sam^ thing opciirred at the Hyde, the fever prevailing 
there being of the typhoid type { and I consider that, unless the ditch 
is cleaned, the same kind of fipyer wjll prevail again ; and also at ^he 
marsh in the parish of Great Stanmore typhu? fev^r lately prevailed 
amongst the poor, 

'' The ditches at the Hyde and Red Hill ought to be kept clean by 
the parties to whom the houses belong, and 1 should think the draining 
the marsh should be a public measure,^* 

Ague is said, by Mr. Wright, of Woolwich, to prevail among the 
poorer classes in the village of Plupstead, and is ascribed to the 
marshy state of the land in the vicinity, but Mr. Wright does not think 
the evH admits of a remedy by drainage. 

" With respect to the number of cases of illness ascribable to the 
above causes, I can state that I have attended, from the 25th February, 
1837, to 31st December, 1837, 75 cases of illness. I cannot impute 
blame to persons on account of t)ie continuance of the evils, neither do 
I think that the marshes can be more free from stagnant pools than 
they are at present.'^ 


V. Accumulations of refuse, either thrown from the houses, or other- 
wise collected in the streets, courts, and lanes. 

This source of disease is enumerated in several of the letters re- 
ceivedt from which we select the following : — 

Gentlemen, Winchmore Hilh 30eA AfriK 1838. 

In reply to your letter of the 27th) received by me on the 28th, I beg 
ta state that tbcre are two parts pf the parish of Edmonton, which I 
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bave Tipit^d as the medical officer of tbe district, in which acoamulations 
of filih are allowed to ooeur, namclyi Archer-street and Eaton-place ; 
in the latter, eases of typlius have prevailed, more particularly in one 
house, whieh, on my representation to the Board, was immediately 
cleansed and lime-whited> and has since been free from the complaint. 
The aocamnlatioQs are the result of the dirty habits of the people 
liYiBg in the places mentioned, and removeable only be public means. 
The oases of fever arising from the exhalations from the heaps in this 
narrow and thickly-inhabited part are 20, most of which were re- 
moved to the fever-*ward of the workhouse, and recovered ; I am not 
aware that any party is at fault in allowing these accumulations. My 
district has been very free from fever, except in the localities mentioned, 
therefore I conceive that the cause is local and confined. 

1 am, &c. 
(Signed) Caleb Radford. 

The Poor ItOiw Commitiioners, 


Gentlemen, Hammersmthj 1st May^ 1838. 

In reply to your letter of the 27th ultimo, inquiring if any and what 
cases of fevef have come under my care, which have been occasioned 
by the want of drainage or other causes capable of producing fever,-^ 

I beg to state, from an experience of 30 years, during which time I 
have been the medical attendant of the poor of Hammersmith, that we 
hav^ always hod, at certain seasons of the y^^r, fever prevailing to a 
great extent among the poor, attributable in a great measure to mias* 
ma, produced by a quantity of watej: which had been left stagnant on 
the surface of the earth after Vick- making, and which in process of 
time had become full of vegetable matter. Some years ago this evil 
had become so alarming, that the inhabitants, influenced by the respect- 
able medical men iq the neighbourhood, agreed to adopt measures ibr 
improving the drainage, and the parish expended considerable sums in 
so doing, but we have still several places inhabited by paupers without 
any drainage at all, or what there is so very insufficient, that a great 
quantity of filth of all descriptions is constantly lying on the surface. 
In several cases this is attributable to the neglect or cupidity of the 
landlords, whose duty it should be to render the habitations of their 
tenants more healthy, but whose names I am not sufficiently acquainted 
with to mention them, but which information might be easily obtained 
by ipquiries by the parish authorities ; and there are others capable of 
much improvement at the public expense. 

It appears, by the register of sickness and mortality, that we have 
had 104 cases of fever from the 29th of September to the 25th of 
March, and the greater part of these are certainly to be attributed to 
causes that might be removed by improved drainage or greater cleanli- 
ness ; these are independent of small-pox and other diseases, the ma- 
lignancy of which must be increased by the above circumstances. 

I am, &c. 
To ihe Poor Law Commissioners (Signed) J. Bowling. 

of England and, fFales. 

'jij .1 .ii 
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Gentlemen, Ratdiffe Highway, Ath May, 1838. 

In consequence of the illness of Mr. Garrett, the medical ofiicer for 
the outdoor poor in this parish, who is only just recovering from typhus 
fever, I beg to reply to your circular of the 27th ult. In many parts 
of this parish a total absence of fever is but of rare occurrence, and it 
is generally more prevalent in spring and autumn; although, un- 
doubtedly, much may be attributed to insufficient drainage, a great 
deal of disease is produced by the careless and dirty habits of the 
lower order of people dwelling in many parts of this neighbour- 
hood, who, regardless of all consequences, persist in throwing rubbish 
and other offensive matters in the streets in front of their houses, which 
naturally engender much disease, I would particularly mention Dock 
and Albion-streets, in the upper division; and King^street, in the 
lower division of this parish ; where fever frequently occurs in great 
violence : many precautionary measures have been at different times 
taken by the parish authorities, but they have been in a great measure 
frustrated by the inhabitants themselves. I am unable to state the 
number of cases which have become chargeable to the parish^ that 
belonging to the department of Mr. Garrett. 

I am, &c. 
To the Poor Law Commimoners (Signed) J. S. Hopkb, 

for England and fFales. Medical Officer for the In-door Poor 

of St. George {EasO Middlesex, 


Mr. Swainer, of the Peckham district, of the Camberwell Union, 
states— 

" There are many situations where the poor reside which are in a 
very dirty, unhealthy state, and which, if legal power was granted to 
insist upon their being kept otherwise, would very much improve the 
health and comfort of the working classes; and I would suggest the 
idea of the landlords of many of these wretched, filthy tenements beuig 
held responsible for their being tenantable, healthy, and cleanly, whe- 
ther by declaring the tenants not bound to pay their rent, if the reliev- 
ing officer or medical attendant should report them untenantable, or 
liable, from improper drainage, &c., to promote disease. 1 beg leave 
to offer these suggestions, merely conceiving your letter to be seeking 
for information on so important a subject." 


YI. Lodgment of filth in large cesspools and privies, in situations 
where the exhalations are destructive of health, as described in the fol- 
lowing letter : — 

19, White Lion'Streetf Goodman!* Fields^ 
Gentlemen, 2nd May, 1838. 

The receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo afforded me much plea- 
sure, for by it I perceive that your attention has been directed to the 
fact that fever has prevailed, and still continues to prevail, to an alarm- 
ing extent, in several districts in the metropolis ; and further, that you 
express a desire of adopting some means for its removal. 

You request, in your letter now before me, to describe the nature of 
such places where fever has most prevailed ; to which I reply, that 
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fever hias been most severe in those courts and alleys where there is no 
free circulation of air, — such as, for instance, Johnson's Change, in 
Rosemary-lane, in which there are about 20 houses, in almost every 
one of which fever prevailed. 

The disease first made its appearance there in the month of Augrust 
last, and on my first visit I found the intolerable nuisance of the over- 
flowing of a cesspool or privy, which continued for some time, there 
being no sewer to carry off the soil. I have no doubt that fever would 
not be so severe amongst the abodes of the poor if there existed a more 
free circulation of air, a more perfect system of sewerage, and a greater 
attention paid to the more speedy removal of all filth from the nume- 
rous courts and alleys ; and also if the inhabitants of these places would 
keep the interior of their habitations in a cleaner state. 

1 may further state that, if patients, as soon as attacked with fever, 
were removed to a proper place set apart for them, much distress and 
sufiering would be prevented ; for, if one individual of a family amongst 
the poor be afflicted vdth fever, the anxiety, care, fatigue, and watching, 
imposed upon the other members, is almost sure to produce it in them. 

I am, &c. 
To the Poor Law Commissioners. (Signed) John Little. 

Under this class of nuisances may be also noticed the accumulation 
of filth in cow-yards and piggeries, especially those in close courts and 
narrow areas surrounded by houses. 


YII. The situation of slaughter-houses in densely-peopled districts, 
among narrow streets, and the bad regulation of these establishments. 

Among others, this great evil is adverted to by Dr. Jordan Lynch, 
medical officer of the West London Union. 

Sir, King-street, SnotD-hUl^ 1st May, 1838. 

In answer to your communication of the 27th ultimo, I beg to state 
that the parish with which I am officially connected comprehends the 
poorest and most dirty, lowest and worst -ventilated, parts of the city of 
London, chiefly inhabited by the humblest classes of the Irish, and the 
most abandoned of both sexe^ ; West-street, John Vcourt, and Field- 
lane, with the numberless intricate labyrinths and courts, the haunts of 
prostitutes, pickpockets, and thieves of every description, in which 
fever seems to have taken up a permanent abode : I have known it to 
exist there through heat and cold, through wet and through drought, 
through every variety of weather ; and that the district has never been 
wholly free from it Owing to the absence of cleanliness, the crowded 
stale of the rooms, six or seven inmates sleeping in one small room, 
intemperance, the accumulations of dirt and filth that are allowed to 
take place, all contribute to feed disease and to fuUlize the eflforts of the 
medical attendant to eradicate it. In addition to this, the number of 
slaughtei>houses that there are in the neighbourhood, or on its imme- 
diate confines, and the Fleet Ditch, the reservoir of all the contiguous 
sewers, runs underneath those places, above the bed of which many of 
the houses in the back alleys of Field-lane are only a few feet ele- 
vated; all these circumstances constitute the constant source of the 
generation of contagion. 
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The last six or s«ir«n i^eeks tv(6 havti 1)eisti enlled on to i^ttend miLtiy 
teses of typhus fever, of a very malignant character, chiefly attaekiog* 
the labouring classes residing ill the dirty and moflt ttnhMlthy poftidticl 
of our locality. Upwards of 20 cases have occurred within the last 
three weeks, three of whieh terminated fktally, t#0 takitn tnfn the 
workhouse, the othi^r wan fin tmt^loor casual^ for whom We hud ttol 
loom. The majority attacked #er^ those whd were unable to procure 
adequate nutriment, from want of employment during; the last iti^ 
clement winter, which predisposed thetn to the attack of the contagicm, 
and deprived them Of the power to insist its ravageSt I understadd 
that the narrow area into which sUch a mass of life is impacted 
will be shortly thrown open by the City authorities, for the site of 
the new street, which is to be Uie prOldn^atioh of Farringdon-sireet to 
Clerkenwell. I hav6, &C. 

E. Cftadvncky Esq. (Signed) JoanAN R. Lynch, M.D* 

<^c. 8^c, S^c. Medical Officer^ We$i London Union. 


VIII. The state of the public burial-grounds, in thickly-peopled dis- 
tricts, is an intolerable nuisance, as the following documents shoW. 

19, Three Turn Court Road^ Redcross-dreely 
Gentlemen, Cripplegdte, Sih May^ 1838. 

Seeing, from your circulars to the medical officers of the various 
Unions, that you are desirous of information on the cause of contagion 
among the working classes, and seeing also that these gentlemen can- 
not account for the evil, I take the liberty of stating the oausci or at 
least that which is in a great measure the cause, of diffusing the 
miasma of pestilence among the poor : how fever among them affects 
the other classes, I leave you to decide. 

The subject to which I call your attention is the cheap burial-grouuds 
in the metropolis, which in general are situated in poor neighbottrhoods; 
the graves in these grounds are dug and left open fh)m one Sunday to 
' another, or till they are filled With bodies ; no more earth is thrown in 
them than will Just fill up the sides of each Coffin ; when seven or eight 
bodies are interred, then it is filled up, and not till then, be that a Week 
or a fortnight : these grounds are in general divided into thrfee or fbur 
different prices, as suit the citicnmstances of the parties \ those graves 
are also dug so close together, that the rahge of bodiea in the adjoining 
grave may be seen with th^ heads and feet bf others at each ^nd \ 
thus, those long dead, as Well as the recent, gtVe forth thb mephitical 
effluvia of death, and it is only for a person that desinss to be Convinced 
of the fact just to visit some of those grounds after a h^iiyy 6hower of 
rain ; pne of the reasons Why pestilence attdcks the poor fitat, by theif 
visiting those pest-gtoUhds a^ moum^rd. 

I will now give a Case in t)oint : there aiig foltf bUHal'^rbilfld^ fbi^ 
the poor, within 200 yarcl» of efteh othei", in that densely-populated 
neighbourhood Golden-lane, Cripplegate, surrounded With houses, attd 
abutting close to the walls ; about this time last year a cdbrt filled 
with poor people (not 40 yaitls from one of these biirial->grdunds) was 
attacked by fever ; so direful Were its effects^ thai tha court Was ordei'ed 
to be closed, unless it was pulled down or thoroughly re^aiHd: 


App. A. No. 1.] tmi^fthe Poof Raiesi 116 

Vi^tAM ttle tibw to su^^st t)fevetttited : a stHet atkeiilioii tb the' 
burittl of th« dead, atid the buflbl-^dund ; ikbsofbents May lind dUghi 
to be tised, with g06d effidbt atld at a chtop i^te^ With intet^st also to 
the pro()netors lit these grounds ; absOfbetlts hdve a tehdetity to fet&ih 
atid neutralize pUttiescent mattei" ; inspectors ought to be ttppoiuted in 
etery t^ikrish to inspect groUitds and vftultS) atad^ a^ plirish b^adleii have 
not bo tnildh to do as hertdtofbre, Ik fb# pOiinds tb KUCh ahhually for 
sueh ettr^ labour would b^ the best ttloiiey paid by Auy parish ; I think 
that an itiSpeeto^ is qliite neiees^lkiy ets one of the preTeniiteS, and 
^odld be St), With proper instruetiohs. Therl! Watlls but little bbfierv^ 
atide to pirove that the exposed bodies Of the dead ire the great cAuiseof 
eoitiagiOh ; ttett i^ the decomposed aniuial aud yegetable siibstanees \ 
a want of tentilatidh tttid eleahliues^ ifi the houses Of the working 
classfes^, these all oOntHbdte 10 the Worst of iMaladied : tisit m^hy of the 
houses of the pooi-, And ybd will flhd ih thotislLhds Of them no irentilAtion 
at all, bo thorough draught Of air, theii^ cellars loaded with rubbish) bbd 
their cesspobl seldom emptied. 1^ httend to these iklso in a most esteli» 
tial part of the duty of those Who debiire to see the bietropolis hedlthy. 

I remain, &c. 
(Signed) Robert Bullen. 

To the Honourable the Poor Law Commissioners^ 
' Somerset House. 


IX. The Want of Vehtilatiob in harrow alleys abd close courtb itiha^ 
bited by the working classes. 

Some of ^he communications from which quotations have been made 
in illustration of other subjects, also advert to the defective ventilation 
of the close courts and narrow streets and alleys in which the workine: 
classes frequently live. Many other letters advert to this evil, and 
among the rest the following : — 

Gentlemen, High-strei^l, ^brougkj hih May, 1838. 

In reply to observations and questions addressed to me in a circular 
dated 27th ult., I beg leave to state that, in the district to which I 
attend, fever is seldom or never altogether absent} though much more 
rife at particular seasons than ordinarily. 

That the disease principally exists among the poor in localities where 
either there is no or very imperfect drainage, or the drains are open 
and bbdly kept ; Whei'e filth accumulates ; where the population Is ex- 
tremely dehse, and the ventilation exceedingly defective. 

That it is nty bpibion, independebl bf atiy higher bonaiderbtiobi 
ihobey might be ptofitably expended by the parochial authorities in 
diminishing these evils. 

That the localities in Which typhbs of the worst form usually exists^ 
and, when prevalent, most Commonly eictends, are harrow courts, lanes, 
and alleys, through which there is little or no eUrrent of air, in Which 
drains do not exist or are improperly kept; the houses densely 
crowded, several persons, and often two or three families, very gene-* 
rally Irish, occupying a single room in which all kinds Of filth are 
allowed to accumulate, and little eafe is takeo, either by the landlord 
or tenants, for the removal or prevention of sUeh evils, for the esta^ 
bUshbfient and maintenance of cleanlinesst Such places are oflen« I 
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doubt not, together with atmospheric influences, the fruitful sources of 
fever, and I am confident that they often act as prolific foci of conta- 
gion. This is not unfrequently rendered increasingly virulent by the 
great indisposition of the poorer classes to be removed, at the early 
stage of the complaint, to hospitals or other receptacles of the sicky 
and in some few instances by the landlord or his collector aggravating 
the evils for the purpose of ejecting refractory or distressed tenants. 
Only a few cases have occurred in which individuals have become 
chargeable to this parish in consequence of the death of heads of fami- 
lies ; they may amount in the whole to about six families, independent 
of those sent at the parish expense to different hospitals, to the number 
of about forty. Though the evils to which I have adverted are not to 
be entirely removed without a rigid system of medical police, yet I 
believe they might be materially diminished by a proper regard to 
cleanliness, by a regular purification of such courts, &c., by lime- 
washing the houses and rooms, by a wider distribution of their densely- 
crowded inhabitants, and by some restraints upon the numbers admit- 
ted into the lowest class of lodging-houses. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) Georoe Odling. 

P. S. — I beg to inform the Commissioners that my colleague in this 
Union, Mr. Doubleday, is at present dangerously ill from typhus fever, 
caught in the prosecution of his professional duties, that I am conse- 
quently under the necessity of attending his pauper patients at the 
workhouse. 


2ndly, Among the circumstances injuriously affecting the well-being 
of the poorer classes, and originating to a considerable extent in their 
habits, are — 

I. The state of the lodging-houses of mendicants and vagrants, and 
of a certain class of the more needy Irish poor. 

Frequent opportunities of observation enable us to state that this 
nuisance is correctly described in the following letters, which we select 
from several others on the same subject. 


Sir, Deptford, Bih May^ 1838. 

As medical officer for the parishes of St. Nicholas and St. Paul, 
Deptford, in the Greenwich Union, I beg to inform you, in reply to 
your letter of the 27th ultimo, that in the last-named parish there is a 
place called Mill-lane, where several cases have occurred, and are con- 
tinually occurring, most of which are fever cases. 

The houses in the above lane are all occupied by the poorer sort of 
people, and many of them are common lodging-houses, where beds 
are let out at a trifling sum per night to itinerants of the lowest de- 
scription, or to any one else, whether sick or healthy, dean or dirty, 
who has the required amount in his possession. In those miserable 
receptacles, where 30 or 40 people arc sometimes lodged for the night 
in one small house, disease is engendered, and many heavy burdens 
have been thrown upon the parish in consequence, no less than 82 
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cases having required my attention, as the medical officer of this 
portion of the Greenwich Union, in the year ending on the 25th 
March last. 

The parish officers have oflen threatened the keepers of the above- 
mentioned lodging-houses with prosecution, but owing, as I am in- 
formed, to the inadequacy of the existing law to meet the case, no 
prosecutions have been instituted. It would certainly be very desirable 
if some public means of a summary nature could be devised to remove 
evils of Uie above nature. 

I have with much reluctance been obliged to recommend the removal 
of persons afflicted with malignant disease from the before-mentioned 
lodging-houses to the workhouse, in consequence of there being no 
fever hospital or other suitable place in the neighbourhood to receive 
them. 

At the time of the cholera there were more cases in the above situ- 
ation than in any other part of the town of Deptford. 

I shall be happy to give you any further information you may 
require, 

And remain, &c. 
(Signed) Robert Hatfuu^ 


Sir, , Highgate^ bth May^ 1838. 

Although fever has not prevailed generally in Highgate to the 
extent, or in the very severe form, in which it has visited some parts of 
London and its immediate neighbourhood, still there has been lately a 
larger proportion of sickness than usual, and cases of fever have been 
numerous among the poor. Scarlet fever and other eruptive fevers 
have been prevalent, generally severe, and not unfrequently fatal. 
From its elevated situation there is a constant change of air and a good 
natural drainage, yet there are some spots in Highgate where> from 
the crowded state of the houses and the dirty habits of the people, the 
local drainage is very imperfect ; filth is accumulated and foul air en- 
gendered. To one such, in particular, it has long been highly necessary 
that the attention of those should be directed who have the power to 
prevent or diminish the great amount of bodily suffering, and of both 
physical and moral evil, which such places are constantly the immediate 
cause of; that now in question is a lodging-house, which is inhabited 
by a great number of the lowest and most abandoned persons, chieily 
Irish beggars. These people frequently sleep three or more in a bed, 
which appears never to be changed or cleaned. There are four or 
five beds in some of the rooms, which are very imperfectly ventilated. 
This is a constant and prolific source of disease during summer and 
autumn ; fever is seldom absent, and it is not without risk of infection 
that the sick can be visited, and when visited is to little good effect, 
as no dependence can be placed on the administration of remedies, 
which is neglected, and the food ordered for the sick consumed by the 
wretched beings who have often refused assistance, and even ill-used 
their suffering fellow- creatures. 

Within the last year 11 cases of severe disease have occurred in this 
house, mostly to be traced to the above causes \ of the eleven, five 
have died. 
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One of the princit)d.I reasons of tny desire tb A\W^ iittdntidH tO thift 
huisance, and to hope foi* its speedy k^mov^, \iy that pdoi^ p^tsohS, tibt 
having* had a home or friends in Highgate, when attacked bV fllliess 
loo severe or sudden to allow of their Ustbovitl td this WbfkhoUst at 
Hampstkad, di", as has sometimes ha{)t)^ned$ ill ikti iskhbuiited state 
frbm want and fUtigUe, have beetl setit to thiis Iddgitl^^hdtlse by the 
reh'evin^ offlcei^ or ovtsrseer, by which meailS dlMMkse htts beetl much 
aggravated atid protracted. Any l-elief, nledieal 01^ dthfer, is UttCrljr 
useless, from the certainty that it will either b^ heg^lected or (^fveirted 
in its at^plicatiori. The habitual lodg^ers are dontinually sUfl^ritt^ fiT>m 
disease, mofe or less severely \ atid When this is thectkse, being depHved 
of ail means of subsistence, they are tiecCsSarily ft cbndt&iil bttd donsh 
derable expense tb the parish. I rethitlfi, ftat 

(Signed) Robbrt Mooibll: 

Surged to thib High^U Di^rict 

E. Chadwicky Esq. of Hbtn^ POHiA. 


■* *t In 


To the Poor Law Commissioners, 
Sirs, 1st May, 1838. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have bd^n lightly informed that a 
very malignant typhus fever has prevailed here for some time past, 
and indeed rages now as bad as ever, and, I think, more fatal in its 
course. In looking over my books I find that, in the space ot nine 
months, I have attended upwards bf 500 p^upet* caseS ; bilt I datlhot 
trace the disease to aby local cause, fbi* W^ have iil iM pftHsh of Bt. 
George very good drainage thfou^h the parish, atid rtty little HtfbU- 
miilated filth. With the exception of Falcon-cbuH, Whiie-lstiteet, NbeiV 
court, Hunter-street, and Peter-street (Mint) ; but het^ thl^ dltiett^ 
do^s not exist ttlore severe than over the parish iri generlil. 

The principal causes by which it cbbtihu^s and is pttJpagated, t 
think, are, 1st. Intemperate habits of the pbbr : indulglbg in SpiritiioUs 
liquorS) with little solid fbod; their irregularity bf being at hbitie. 
2nd. Want of cleanliness, both in person abd habitdtioh{ Wfearfbg the 
same clbthes; sleepibg togethet at the time When the f^yer Htge^ itl 
the house ot room. 3rd. Waut dl^ vebttlatibn ; often their itibms aire 
seldom swept, Washed, br Ventilated, ibr mbnUis together] I ft'eqtiebHy 
attend three or fbur in the same rootn, generiiHy takifig the disease id 
succession. 

Typhus fever has beetl so cbntagioud that tny twb as^iflliinls dUdght 
it in a severe fbrW, btit ultimately i*tMiVereti. 

In consequence of all the hospitals being f\ill And bd)* wblrkhbUSe 
not completed, the severity of the disease is more felt^ fbr I ciinuot g'et 
the iirst case removed to prevent others suffering f^oM ih^ (iMt eaU§e ; 
therefore, will the Poor Law Commissioners lillbW me hiblst i-espectfully 
to suggest to them the propriety bf urging the eomplelibn bf the wof k* 
house, as in that Case great part of the eVtl which noW Exists WbUld be 
removed, as I could appi'opriate a room of two for the Inception of 
urgent cases, and would also lessen the burden of the rate-ipayers, for 
most of the distress now in existence arises from WbUt of accommbdil* 
tion in the wotkhouse. I temain, &e.j 

(Signed) EdWard EVajvs; SUrgeoH, ^c. 

63, Blackman-street, Bdfbtig^h; 
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n» ^he crowds J sUit^i of 66m6 of the dwdllfng-hbttSM, Wbieh, IH 
certain districts, contain seveml fiimilies undetr onfe tooL 

III. The ^ross want of cleanliness of the persoti, dreii8» atid habita" 
tion, an\ong certain classes of the poor. 

^hese evils form prooiiuent topics in several letters. 


10, ChurchrstreetjJ^itttifieidsy 
Gentlemen, bth May, 1838. 

The informatioii yoil have received. With regard to the constant ex- 
istence of fever in some districts, applies so entirely to that division of 
Weitechapel Union of which I have been some time the medickl ofAcei^, 
that I scarcely know what portions to describe as the Worst. In Whiter 
chapel parish, Essex-street, and its numerous courts, as Martin^s-coutt, 
MoorVcotirt, Essex-conit, Elgar-square, 9, 8, 10, 19, ^4, in the 
street } Gfeorge-yard and Ncw-couti, in the same ; Crown*«couft, Wettt- 
worth-street, and many pafts of that stteet ; all lodging^houseii'^have 
been the general and almost constant abode of fever for years past^ 
In Spitalfields parish, the other side of WeniWoHh-stfeet, all Rose- 
lane, Magpie-court, Factofy-court, many houses in Flowed and Deilta* 
court, 30, 31, 41, 45, Red Lion-street^ all Ireland'^court and Cot's« 
yard, in that street ; NeW-eourt, Vine*oourt, Vine^-yard, Yine^place, 
the courts in PeaH'^street, &c., have been equally prolific of fever 
cases. 

One house, 6, Little Pearl-street, known by the name Of the Great 
House, I look upon as an especial nuisance ; it is inhabited by 12 or 
14 families, and has scarcely been free from fever-cases for as ij^any 
years ; the same remark applies to Hodson's-court, Wheler-street, and 
the houses adjoining the court ; all these houses, and in fact the larger 
portion of what I have before specified, are old and dilapidated, and to 
this circumstance, and the want of paint arid Whitewash, I attribute in 
a great degree the perpetuation of ^brile disease i it is also a fbarfhl 
fact, that, in almost every instance where patients die from fever or are 
removed to the hospital or workhouse, their rooms are let as soon aii 
possible to new tenants, ahd tio precaution used or Warning giveti. As 
to the draitiage, it is so generally defective, and in all the courts and 
alleys, and some of the back streets, so much decomposing anitnal and 
vegetable matter accumulates, that I do not know how fo paHicularise; 
Tl^ crowded state of, and constant ehang^e Of itiihates in^ the lodging" 
houseS} especially in Essex-street, George*yard, WentwOrth-^street, end 
Rose-lane, render them perfect hot-beds for fever, and in those^ as well 
as in houses let out to weekly tenants, scarcely atiy notice or care is ever 
taken where a patient dies or is removed, but, probably, the first new 
comer Is put into the sick man's bed. 1 have, during the last year, 
attended, out of the workhouse, about 600 cases of fever, a large pro^ 
portion of which were clearly ascribable to the eVils I have hastily 
alluded ta. I have met with no backwardness on the part of the local 
authorities to meet these evils, but at present they possess no means of 
so doing. 

A general and complete power of enforcing sanatory precauttohs is 
needed, as also an exteusive improvement in the sewerage Of the whole 
district I do ndt think that any large outlay of money in erecting li 


124 Report as to Payment of Certain Expenses '[4th Rep. 

local fever-hospital would be advantageous; the influx of casual poor 
would be greater in consequence, and parochial burdens would be thus 
in every way increased. But I consider that the greatest benefit to the 
district would result from the opening of one or more spacious and ex- 
tended thoroughfares, and it is to^be hoped that such a portion of the 
advantages to be anticipated from the labours of the Committee of the 
House of Commons, for effecting improvements in the metropolis, will 
fall, to the share of our neigh^urhood, that this great good will he 
effected. A line for such a thoroughfare has been recommended by the 
intelligent and excellent rector of our parish, and by others well ac- 
quainted with our local necessities, which would traverse Essex-street, 
Rose-lane, Red Lion-street, Wheler-street, &c., and thus sweep away 
by far the greatest part of the bad district I have described — bad, mo- 
rally as well as medically — and improve the character and value of pro- 
perty adjoining : and I trust, if the members of your Honourable Board 
possess any influence with that Committee, you will recommend the 
proposed line should be adhered to, as any deviation from it would leave 
the evil for the most part unassailed. 

Nothing occurs to me at this moment to add to my very hurried com- 
munication, but, if any oral evidence which I can give be at any time 
considered of value, I will most cheefuUy wait upon you for that pur- 
pose, and remain. Gentlemen, with much respect. 

Faithfully yours. 
To the Honourable (Signed) Samuel Bylbs. 

the Poor Law Commissioners. 


IV. The prevalence of intemperance. 

Mr. Mitchell, of Harley ford- place, among others, dwells on this sub- 
ject with much feeling. 

'* The state of the poor, which so extensively tends to produce sick- 
ness and suffering, has long pressed heavily upon my mind ; not so 
much on account of the expenses which their diseases entail upon the 
parishes, but on account of their own sufferings, which I believe to be 
the bounden duty of the legislature of a Christian country to do all that 
lies in its power to remove. The great cause of poverty and abject want 
and disease among this class is their abominable habit of drunkenness, 
which brings them to want, enervates their bodies, and renders them 
very susceptible of the attacks of destructive maladies, and, when at- 
tacked, is what enables disease to feed with so much ravage upon them. 
The object then should be to ameliorate this condition by moralizing 
them, by general and religious instruction, and by endeavouring to dis- 
abuse their ignorance of the bad effect of all fermented liquors, even 
when taken in small quantities as ordinary food, which, with them, is 
almost sure, ultimately, to lead to their immoderate use, and then to 
destroy the morality, the mental faculties, the corporeal stamina, and 
the domestic comfort of all, and produce that carelessness of filth in 
their own persons and houses which makes them live in a far worse 
state than that of the grossest quadruped." 

'* I believe that a great advantage would accrue to paupers suffering 
from contagious disease, or from epidemic diseases, which may, under 
circumstances, become contagious in their own iilthy dwellings, and to 


App. A. No. 1.] out of the Poor Rates. 125 

the parishes, if a peremptory order were given to have all such cases 
removed into an isolated ward in the workhouses immediately that such 
diseases under such circumstances occur." 


V. The habits of occupying houses previously deserted on account of 
their rickety and unwholesome condition. 

We inspected a remarkable example of this source of disease in 
Ropemaker's-fields, Shadwell, called White's Rents ; rent having at 
some remote period been collected from the former tenants of these 
miserable habitations. These dwellings were built of wood, and were, 
in external appearance and internal decency, inferior to common 
cattle-sheds ; yet, because they had not been pulled down, they were 
inhabited by Irish families, who could not afford to live elsewhere, and 
were the prolific foci of fever to the surrounding neighbourhood. 


VI. Indisposition of the poor to be removed to the hospitals, when 
infected with contagious disease. 

This fatal error is adverted to in many letters, but especially in one 
from Mr. Sterry, of Bermondsey. 

u Orange^roadf Bermondtey^ 
Gentlemen, ^d May^ 1838. 

In reply to your communication of the 27th of April, we beg to state 
that this district has been the seat of many cases of fever occurring in 
close confined situations, where the drainage would appear to be de- 
fective, where the sur&ce is very seldom cleansed, and where the inha- 
bitants congregate in larg^ numbers in courts and alleys, where the 
houses are very imperfectly ventilated, and the habits of the inmates 
very dirty and filthy; such places are in the courts in Long-lane, 
Snow*s-iields, Smith's-buildings, Long-walk, &c. ; places known as 
the back of the Pitt's Head, in Grange-road ; in all these place during 
the last twelve months fever has constantly appeared, and it has very 
rarely occurred to us that, where one case has arisen, others have 
not succeded in the same dwelling. Very few of these cases have ter- 
minated fatally, where we could persuade the parties themselves, or 
their relations, to sufier them to be conveyed to our workhouse, or to 
an hospital, before the last stage of typhus had set in ; but to this, in 
some instances, we could not gain their consent until too late. In the 
course of attendance upon this epidemic, it has often occurred to us (and 
we have spoken of it several times to the Board of Ghiardians), the pos- 
sibility of insisting upon the removal of every inmate from these in- 
fected houses until they had been properly cleansed and fumigated. 
You will allow us to mention a case, which points out the necessity of 
some absolute power to effect this : — On the 28th December last we 
received an order to attend a child of the name of Wituell, residing in 
Upper Russell-street ; from that time until the present moment we have 
been in attendance upon this family : it consists of three branches, one 
residing in Upper Russell -street, one in Raven and Sun-yard, the other 
in Ebenezer-row ; of the former, the whole family, five in number, have 
also recovered ; of the other family, eight in number have been attacked, 
and all g^t well except the mother, who died shortly after her admit- 
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tancct intQ the workhou^ ; the pbildren recoiresedy ^» »f^r being some 
tim^ ill t)ie house, were removed to an adjoining parish, aud from thenoB 
sent back to Ebenezer-row, though we g^ve a certifiQat^ that it was 
dangerous and improper to do so. 

One child, admitted on Monday last, was the fourteenth of this 
family which has been received into the workhouse attacked with 
fever, so that no sooner has one been cured than another has come in ; 
whereas, if we qould have insisted upon their earlier removal, the 
parish would in all probability have been saved the expense of main-* 
tainipg them during sp long a period, 

We have been tedious in mentioning these instances, as they s^ppear 
to us forcible examples of the position we advaqced, th^ necessity of 
some effectual qontrpUing poorer, 

W^ have, &c. 
(Signed) Samu^ Henry Stbrry. 

Henry Sterry. 


VII. The neglect of vaccination forms the chief topic of a letter 
from Mr. Litchfield, of Twickenham* 

Sir, Twickenham^ Zrd May y\%^S, 

In answer to yoar letter respecting the prevalence of fever in this 
district, No. 6, of the Brentford Union, I have to state that little (if 
any) cause of complaint on that score ean be traced here. Although, 
previous to the Union, I had been on very many occasions parochial 
surgeon, yet I have no recollection of any epidemic, save the influenza, 
troubling the labouring classes, and that malady afflicted rich and poor. 
The evil which appears most serious (and ip my opinion it is a most 
serious one) is the general prevalence of variola m&lign& (the worst 
species of small-pox), and which is generally propagated and increased 
by the indiscriminate inoculation by improper persons, It is also ren- 
dered more general by the neglect of the poor to have their children 
vaccinated, and which is always done by medical men, in most districts, 
gratuitously. The small-pox is now prevailing here to a great extent, 
and should the weather become warm it is not unlikely the disease may 
^read, as thereby the symptoms would be increased, and the probability 
of contagiqn extended. The attack has been in some early instances 
scattered, but it is now assuming a more wide range, and the eases 
multiply daily. Within the last week two persons have been thrown 
upon the parochial resources, and many more may be expected, for the 
poorer classes locate thickly, and the most cleanly are capable of much 
improvement. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) Thomas Litchfield, 

kurg^tmy District 6, Brentford Union. 
Edwin Chadvmky Esq, 
Boot Law Commission Office^ Somerset House, 


It appears thai the magnitude of the evils complained of in the pre- 
ceding oommunieatioDs has caused occasional and irregular efforts for 
their removal by the loeal authorities, which* wanti|ig in most casea the 
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^iimt WtotioQ of t{^, ftud b^ing d^pepdenl on the general concmn^c^ 
of the inhabitants for the authorization of the expenses incurred, have 
nepessftrily been inadequate fpr the reqioval of th^ nqisances of which 
complaint i^ m§det The expenses thus incurred have frequently been 
illegally ghaVff^ upon the poorfrat^s. and not seldom virithout any 
public concurrence of the inhabitants, but only with their tacit com- 
pliane^ in the acta Vf the local authorities ; since the law has made no 
provision for the pasyment pf suph charges out of the poor-rates, the 
auditors have beep unable tq allow them, and even the irregular and 
insufficient effort alluded iq are therefore likely to cease. 

The visitation of cholera and the formation of special boards of health 
powerfully eji^ited the puhUe attention to the extent of thes^ evils, and 
the aoipiint gf social Ipusehief* of which they wera the fertile sources ; and 
well-directed efforts were at that time made, with considerable success, 
fpr .th^ temporary abatement of whatever noxious physical influences 
were found to impair the weU-beipg of the poorer classes, and endanger 
the commmiily generallyf Though these efforts have for some time 
past oeased to be made» because the special boards of health have beeu 
dissolved with the disappearance of cholera, the facts disclosed by the 
investlgationa eondueted by those boards produced an impression on the 
public mii^d whioh still remaips, and which will lead the more intelli- 
gent members of the middle classes to welcome any effort whiph the 
QoY^TQiH^pt may mak^ to procure a legal sanction to their efforts for 

the removal of tbeae evils. 

It does opt appear that such authority cquld be so usefully intrusted 
to any other public body as the Board of Guardians : 

1, Because the means of inspection necessary to the detection and 
preveatiea of the evils complained of already exist in the paid officers 
of the board. 

3. Beeanse they are a representative body in constant communication 
with the inhabitants, who are interested alike in the removal of the 
evils and in the right application of the funds contributed by them as 
rate-payera. 

3. Because the evils, the removal of which is sought by the exercise 
of the authority of the Board of Guardians, are such as affect the health 
of the poorer classes espeoially, and, by depriving them of ability to 
labour, occasion their dependence upon the parish, and the board will 
therefore neeessarily witness both the effects of the evils complained of 
on the health of these classes, and also be in a situation to ascertain the 
effects of their interference. 

In order to procure the removal of the nuisances described, two classes 
of powers might be ponferred on the Board of Guardians : 

1. Power to procure the temporary cesaatiop of the evil reported. 
9. Power ta prevent itaropurrenoe. 

Under the first class of powers the Board pf Guardians might be 
authorized to direct at the public expense — 

1. That uncovered and stagnant drains and ditches, or open and 
stagnant pools of v^ate^ from whicb fetid effluvia arise^ should be 
emptied and cleansed* 

4t T^f dr^n^ge pf anj op^n ccptpp^l^ or wa^te I^q^, which ftppe«i^§4. 
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upon the report of two of the medical officers injuriously to affect the 
health of the inhabitants, or to cause ague. 

3. The removal of accumulations of refuse thrown from the houses, 
or otherwise collected in the streets, courts, lanes, and entries, and 
the cleansing of all surface-drains of such streets, courts, lanes, and 
entries. 

4. To direct the removal of accumulations of filth from cesspools, 
privies, piggeries, cow-houses, stables, &c., yards of dwelling-houses, 
and houses, whenever two of their medical officers certified in writing 
that the state of such places was likely to prove injurious to the health 
of the neighbourhood. 

5. To cause from time to time an inspection of the lodging-houses at 
which paupers, vagrants, and mendicants are reported by their officers 
to lodge. 

6. To direct the whitewashing of the rooms of such houses at least 
twice every year, and if, after notice to that effect from the clerk of the 
Board, dated ten days previously, the inspector shall find the occupier 
has neglected to comply with such direction, to authorize the Board to 
cause the house to be whitewashed by such persons as they may appoint 
for that purpose, and to recover the cost of such whitewashing and 
cleansing by application to the occupier or owner of such property, or 
by a summary mode upon refusal of either of them. 

7. When the inspector shall report that three or more families live 
under the same roof, to authorize the Board to cause such house to be 
whitewashed and cleansed in a similar manner at least twice annually, 
at the expense of the owner. 

8. Empowering the Board to direct two public surveyors to examine 
the state of any house which shall be reported to be so dilapitated or 
insecure as to threaten the safety of the inhabitants or the public, and 
upon receiving such report to remove the inhabitants from such house, 
and to direct the owner of such property, under penalties to be summa- 
rily recovered, to cause such habitation to be rendered safe, or to be re- 
moved, as may seem most expedient to the Board on the report of the 
surveyors. 

9. To prevent the habitation of houses which have for such causes 
been deserted, and from which no rent is on that account obtained by 
the landlord. 

We cannot close the Report without remarking, that the extirpation 
of the evils arising from these* defects in the sanatory police of large 
cities cannot be effected unless powers are confided to some authority 
selected by the Legislature for the prevention of those grievous defects 
to which our attention has been drawn. The imperfect drainage, or the 
absence of all drainage whatever, the want of a proper pavement in the 
street, &c., are frequently found in districts which have been recently 
covered with masses of new habitations huddled together in confused 
groups, with streets so narrow, and courts so completely enclosed, as 
to prevent the dilution of the malaria arising from various sources within 
their precincts by the ventilation of free currents of air. 

Many of the most recently erected suburbs of our great cities exhibit 
so complete a neglect of the most common and obvious precautions, 
that it can be attributed only to the fact of the increase of the popu- 
lation being so rapid that the owners of such property can command 
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tenants, notwithstanding the absolute neglect of sewerage, and the 
al>sence of many, precautionary arrangements absolutely necessary to 
insure health. We do not suppose that the means of preventing the 
recurrence of such evils can be immediately applied ; and the circum- 
stances under which this Report is prepared do not enable us to do 
more than briefly to allude to the nature of the powers which it ap- 
pears to us to be desirable that the Legislature should confide to some 
competent authority, whenever this subject can obtain the attention 
vrhich its great importance justly demands. 

We do not attempt to determine to what body these powers should 
be confided, nor do we consider it necessary to describe the exact mode 
of their operation, but it seems most expedient that to some authority 
should be confided power to cause the survey of land (in the vicinity of 
towns) likely to be built upon, and to enforce certain conditions on the 
owners and lessees of such property. 

Thus no building should be commenced until plans of the intended 
streets were prepared, describing the situation of every block of houses 
for such an extent of area as should be required by the Board intrusted 
with the regulation of the precautionary measures ; duplicates of such 
plans should be deposited with the Board, and no building should after- 
wards be erected on the site otherwise than had been delineated in the 
plans. 

The Board should have authority to prevent the formation of streets 
of less than a certain number of feet in width, and to prevent the form- 
ation of courts having communication only by means of covered entries, 
or alleys of less than a definitive width, with thoroughfares and streets. 

It should also have power to prevent the habitation of cellars in any 
houses erected after the period of the enactment. 

Authority should be given to require that, before any buildings are 
erected on any plot of ground now unoccupied, or only partially occupied 
with houses, such plot of ground shall be drained by such sewers as the 
Board shall deem sufficient ; and, provided any owner or occupier of • 
such land should proceed to build without having provided such sewers 
as the Board should direct, the Board should have authority to cause 
such sewers to be made at the cost of such owner, and should be em- 
powered to recover the cost from him. 

That the Board should have authority to require that every habita- 
tion should, be. provided with a drain communicating with the main 
sewer, with a proper receptacle for every kind of refuse. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) Neil Arnott, M.D. 

James Phillips Kay, M.D. 

Supplement No. 2. 
Report on some of the Physical Causes of Sickness and Mortality to 
which the Poor are particularly exposed, and which are capable of 
removal by Sanatory Regulations ; exemplified in the present condi- 
tion of the Bethnal Green and Whitechapel Districts, as ascertained 
on a personal inspection by Southwood Smith, M.D., Physician 
to the London Fever Hospital. 

Gentlemen, 36, New Broad-slreeU May, 1888. 

Some of the severest evils at present incident to the condition of 
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poverty, which have a large share in inducing its high rate of sickness 
and mortality, are the consequences of improvidence. Such evils are 
capable of being remedied only by bringing the poor under the influence 
of the inducements to forethought and prudence. 

But there are evils of another class, more general and powerful in 
their operation, which can be avoided by no prudence, and removed by 
no exertion, on the part of the poor. Among the gravest, and, at the 
same time, the most remediable, of these latter evils, is the exposure to 
certain noxious agents generated and accinnulated in the localities in 
which the poor are obliged to take up their abode, and to the pernicious 
influence of which they are constantly, and, for the most part, uncon- 
sciously, subjected. It is the object of the present Report to direct 
attention to the nature and extent of this evil, and to show how import- 
ant it is that its mitigation, and, as far as may be found practicable, its 
entire removal, should form a part of every exertion that is made for 
improving the physical condition of the poor^ and for lessening the 
burden of their support to the wealthier classes. 

It is known to every one that the putrefaction of vegetable and 
animal matter produces a poison, which is capable of exerting an 
injurious action oh the human body. But the extent to which this 
poison 18 generated, the conditions favourable to its production, and 
the range of its noxious agency, are not sufficiently understood and 
appreciated. 

It is a matter of experience that, during the decomposition of dead 
organic substances, whether vegetable or animal, aided by heat and 
moisture, and other ^peculiarities of climate, a poison is generated, which, 
when in a state of high concentration, is capable of producing instan- 
taneous death by a single inspiration of the air in which it is difiused. 

Experience also shows that this poison, even when it is largely diluted 
by admixture with atmospheric air, and when, consequently, it is 
unable to prove thus suddenly fatal, is still the fruitful source of sick- 
ness and mortality, partly in proportion to its intensity, and partly in 
proportion to the length of time and the constancy with which the body 
remains exposed to it. Facts without number, long observed, such as 
the great amount of sickness and mortality in marshy districts, the 
fevers and dysenteries incident to armies on their encampment in cer- 
tain localities, several hundred men being sometimes seized with 
disease in a single night, and great numl^rs dying within 24 or 30 
hours ; the dreadful destruction which occasionally took place in ships' 
crews, in ships in which cleanliness had been neglected, and especially 
in which the bilge*water had been allowed to collect and putrefy, suffi- 
ciently JEittested the presence, in certain situations, of a deadly poison. 
But this poison was too subtle to be reduced to a tangible form. Even 
its existence was ascertainable only by its mortal influence on the 
human body ; and, although the induction commonly made as to its 
brigin, namely, that it is the product of putrefying vegetable and animal 
matter, appeared inevitable, seeing that its virulence is always in pro- 
portion to the quantity of vegetable and animal matters present, and to 
the perfect combination of the circumstances favourable to their decom- 
position, still the opinion could only be regarded as an inference. 

But modern science has recently succeeded in making a most im- 
portant step in the elucidation of this subject. 
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It has now been demonstrated by direct experiment that, in certain 
situations in which the air is loaded with poisonous exhalations, the 
poisonous matter consists of vegetable and animal substances in a high 
state of putrescen^y. If a quantity of air in which such exhalations are 
present be collected, the vapour may be condensed by cold and other 
agents : a residuum is obtained, jyhich on examination is found to be 
composed of vegetable or animal matter in a state of high putrefaction. 
This matter constitutes a deadly poison. A minute quantity of this 
poison, applied to an Animal previously in sound health, destroys life, 
with the most intense symptoms of malignant fever. If, for example, 
10 or 12 drops of a fluid, containing this highly-putrid matter, be in- 
jected into the jugular vein of a dog, the animal is seized with acute 
fever ; the action of the heart is inordinately excited, the respiration 
becomes accelerated, the heat increased, the prostration of stretigth 
extreme, the muscular power so exhausted that the animal lies on the 
ground wholly unable to stir, or to make the slightest effort ; and, £tfter 
a short time, it is actually seized with the black vomit, identical in the 
nature of the matter evacuated With that which is thrown up by a 
person labouring under yellow fever. By varying the intensity and the 
dose of the poison thus obtained, it is possible to produce fever of 
almost any type, endowed with almost any degree of mortal power. 

It is proved further that, when this poison is diffused in the atmo- 
sphere, and is transported to the lungs in the inspired air, it enters 
directly into the blood, and produces various diseases, the nature of 
which is materially modified, according as the vegetable or the animal 
matter predominates in the poison. In the exhalations which arise 
from marshes, bogs, and other uncultivated and undrained places, 
vegetable matter predominates : such exhalations contain a poison which 
produces, principally, intermittent fever or ague, and remittent fever. 

The exhalations which accumulate in close, ill- ventilated, and crowded 
apartments in the confined situations of densely-populated cities, where 
no attention is paid to the removal of putrefying and excrementitlous 
substances, consist chiefly of animal matter : such exhalations contain 
a poison which produces continued fever of the typhoid character. 
There are situations, as has been stated, in which the poison generated 
is so intense and deadly that a single inspiration of it is capable of 
producing instantaneous death ; there are others in which a few in- 
spirations of it are capable of destroying life in from 2 to 12 hours; 
and there are others, again, as in dirty and neglected ships — in damp, 
crowded, and filthy gaols — iti the crowded wards of ill-ventilated hos- 
pitals, filled with persons labouring under malignant surgical diseases, 
and some forms of typhus fever — in the crowded, filthy, close, unventi- 
lated, damp, undrained habitations of the poor — in which the poison 
generated, although not so immediately fatal, is still too potent to be 
breathed long, even by the most healthy and robust, without producing 
fever of a highly-dangerous and mortal character. 

But it would be a most inadequate view of the pernicious agency of 
this poison, if it were restricted to the diseases commonly produced by 
its direct operation. It is a matter of constant obseirvation that, even 
when not present in sufficient intensity to produce fever, by disturbing 
the function of some organ, or set of organs, and thereby weakening 
the general system, this poison acts as a powerful predisposing cause 
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of some of the most common and fatal maladies* to which the human 
hody is subject. 

The deaths occasioned in this country by diseases of the digestive 
organs, for example, by inflammation of the air-passages and lungs, 
and by consumption, form a large proportion of the annual mortality. 
No one who lives long in^ or near, a malarian district, is ever for a 
single hour free from some disease of the digestive organs. By the 
disorder of the digestive organs the body is often so much enfeebled 
that it is wholly incapable of resisting the frequent and sudden changes 
of temperature to which this climate is subject ; the consequence is, 
that the person thus enfeebled perishes by inflammation set up in some 
vital organ, and more especially in the air-passages and lungs, or by 
consumption, the consequence of that inflammation. If then, as is 
commonly computed, of the total number of deaths that take place 
annually over the whole surface of the globe, nearly one-half is caused by 
fever in its different forms, to this sum must be added the number who 
perish by the diseases caused by the indirect operation of this poison. 

The records of the London Fever Hospital prove indubitably that 
there are certain localities in the metropolis and its vicinity which are 
the constant seats of fever, from which this disease is never absent, 
though it may prevail less extensively, and be less severe, in some years, 
and even in some seasons of the same year, than in others, but still in 
which it is incessantly committing its ravages. Among the most 
remarkable of these are the following districts : — 

St. Clement Danes-^-viz., Drury-lane, White Hart- yard, Newcastle- 
court, Clare-market, and the whole neighbourhood. 

St. Giles and St. George, Bloomsbury — ^viz., the whole neighbour- 
hood of King-street, Charles-street, Lawrence-street, Short's- gardens. 
Seven-dials, and the lanes leading towards Long-acre, &c. &c. 

St. Andrew's, Hoi born — viz., all the narrow streets, lanes, alleys, 
and courts, in the Holborn union ; large portions of St. James, Clerk- 
enwell, St. Luke's, Shpreditch, Bethnal Green, Whitechapel, St. 
George's-in-the-East, Stepney, Tower Hamlets, City of London Union, 
St. Saviour's Union, Lambeth, St. Mary, Battersea, and Wandsworth 
Union, &c. &c. 

From the constant prevalence of fever in these and other districts, it 
could not be doubted that the poison of fever is constantly generated in 
these places ; but that these localities afibrd the conditions favourable 
to the production, concentration, and diflusion of this poison, so gene- 
rally and in so high a degree, could scarcely have been anticipated. 
The two districts of Bethnal Green and Whitechapel, to the state of 
which this Report more especially relates, were selected for inspection 
principally because the records of the London Fever Hospital, from its 
first foundation, show, not only that fever is always particularly pre- 
valent in these districts, but that the very wol*st forms of fever always 
abound in them. 

A particular account of some of these localities, the description of 
which was in each case written on the spot, is annexed.* From the 
facts ascertained on this inspection, the following conclusions may be 
deduced : — 

* Suppt. No. 3, p. 139. 
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1. It appears that, in many parts of both these districts, fever of a 
malignant and fatal character is always more or less prevalent. In 
some streets it has recently prevailed in almost every house; in some 
courts in every house ; and, in some few instances, in every room in 
every house. Cases are recorded in which every member of a family 
has been attacked in succession, of whom, in every such case, several 
have died ; some whole families have been swept away. Instances are 
detailed in which there have been found, in one small room, six persons 
lying ill of fever together : I have myself seen this — four in one bed, 
and two in another. When fever once breaks out and becomes pre- 
valent, under circumstances such as these, the poison acquires a viru- 
lence which not only proves unusually mortal to the persons imme- 
diatelv attacked, and to those who attend on the sick, but the evil is 
frightfully increased by the extension of the infection to neighbouring 
houses and districts. The exhalations given off from the living bodies 
of those who are affected with fever, especially when such exhalations 
are pent up in a close and confined apartment, constitute by far the 
most potent poison derived from an animal origin : — " The room of a 
fever patient, in a small and heated apartment in London, with no per- 
flation of fresh air, is perfectly analogous to a standing pool in Ethiopia 
full of the bodies of dead locusts. The poison generated in both cases 
is the same ; the difference is merely in the degree of its potency. 
Nature, with her burning sun, her stilled and pent-up wind, her stag- 
nant and teeming marsh, manufactures plague on a large and fearful 
scale. Poverty in her hut, covered with her rags, surrounded with her 
filth, striving with all her might to keep out the pure air and to increase 
the heat, imitates nature but too successfully; the process and the 
product are the same ; the only difference is in the magnitude of the 
result." 

But the magnitude of the result in London, if that magnitude be 
estimated by the numbers attacked, is not slight. From returns re- 
ceived from the Bethnal Green and Whitechapel Unions, it appears 
that during the last year there occurred of fever-cases 

In the Bethnal Green Union . • « 2,084 
, In the Whitechapel Union . . . 2,557 

Total . . 4,641 


Thus it appears that the medical officers attached to these two 
Unions alone have attended no less than 4641 fever-cases. But these 
returns include only the persons attacked with fever who applied to the 
parish for relief. Fever, it is notorious, has prevailed extensively in 
both these districts, among people above the rank of paupers, among 
the people of the middle class, and, in numerous instances, even in the 
families of the wealthy. 

2. It appears that the streets, courts, alleys, and houses, in which 
fever first breaks out, and in which it becomes most prevalent and fatal, 
are invariably those in the immediate neighbourhood of uncovered 
sewers, stagnant ditches and ponds, gutters always ful ]of putrefying 
matter, nightmen's yards, and privies, the soil of which lies openly ex- 
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posed, and is seldom or never removed. It is not possible for any lan- 
guage to convey an adequate conception of the poisonous condition in 
which large portions of both these districts always remain, winter and 
summer, in dry and in rainy seasons, from the masses of putrefying 
matter which are allowed to accumulate. There is no strength of con- 
stitution, no conservative power in wealth, capable of resisting constant 
exposure to the exhalations which are always arising from these col- 
lections of filth. But the people who are obliged evermore to breathe 
the largest doses of this poison are, for the most part, in a very wretched 
condition. In Bethnal Green they are almost universally hand-loom 
weavers, with the enfeebled constitutions of this class of people ; not 
that, if they had the constitutions of the inhabitants of Grosvenor- 
square, they could permanently resist the malaria which they must 
breathe night and day. Were they in robust health, and had they in 
every other respect the best means of continuing so, they must inevitably, 
sooner or later, by the mere residence in these places, either fall into 
fever, or suffer from some or other of the diseases indirectly produced 
by the febrile poison ; but, under the wretched circumstances in which 
these people are actually placed, of course they become the victims of 
these maladies more easily and more generally. 

3. Moreover, these people are exposed to much additional evil from 
the dampness of their houses. A large portion of Bethnal Green is a 
swamp, hardly any part of which is drained. In rainy weather some 
entire streets are under water ; and large collections of stagnant water 
cover, winter and summer, considerable spaces of ground in every part 
of the district. The dampness of the houses is an evil almost univer- 
sally complained of by the inhabitants, as well as the wet and muddy 
condition of the streets during a considerable part of the year. In the 
less open parts of Bethnal Green, and in a considerable part of White- 
chapel, the closeness of the streets, lanes, alleys, and courts is most 
oppressive. A fresh current of air can hardly ever reach them ; and 
^he evil is greatly aggravated by the very general custom of the people 
permanently to close the windows of their houses, partly for the sake 
of warmth, and partly to prevent the real or imaginary effects of the 
air on the silk used in their work. 

4. There is evidence, derived from the history of these very localities, 
that the formation of a common sewer, the filling up of a ditch, the re- 
moval of stagnant water, and the drainage of houses, have rendered a 
district healthy, from which, before such measures were adopted, fever 
was never absent. This is strikingly exemplified in the present health- 
fulness of the [Upper part of the Hackney Road, in which an excellent 
common sewer has been recently made, the neighbourhood of which is 
now well drained. In this part of the district no case of fever is known 
to have occurred during the present epidemic, although formerly the 
houses, even in the principal thoroughfare, and more especially the 
streets, lanes, courts, and alleys adjacent, were the constant seats of 
fever. 

A still more striking illustration of this fact is afforded by the altered 
condition as to the health of the lower part of High -street, Aldgate, in 
the jurisdiction of the corporation of the city of London. The south 
side of this street is occupied by butchers, and the slaughter-houses are 
behind the street. Formerly this place ^was in an exceedingly filthy 
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condition ; at that time fever of a typhoid character was occasionally 
prevalent in all this neighbodrhood. 

About three years ago a common sewer was made by the corpora- 
tion of London in this street, into which, after incredible trouble, the 
commissioners succeeded in inducing the butchers to open drains from 
the slaughter-houses and the dwellings around. Even now the blood 
and ^th from the slaughter-houses lie sufficiently long on the surface 
to produce an offensive odour ; but, on account of the excellence of the 
drainage, the same particles of matter do not lie sufficiently long to 
putrefy. Fever has been comparatively absent froni this neighbour- 
hood ever since the opening of these drains. Dwellings, thickly 
crowded with inhabitants, stand all around the slaughter-house^, yet 
here, where the materials for the production of the worst forms of fever 
are most abundant, scarcely a case has occurred even during the pre- 
sent epidemic. On the other hand, in the passages, courts, and alleys 
on the very opposite side of the street, from the houses of which there 
are no drains into the common sewer, fever of a fatal character has 
been exceedingly prevalent. I have myself very recently attended 
several families in these courts labouring under the worst forms of 
spotted fever ; but I have neither seen nor heard of a case on the oppo- 
site (the south) side of the street; whereas there is hardly any part of 
Bethnal Green or Whitechapel in which fever has been more prevalent 
or fatal than in the streets, courts, and alleys which go off from High- 
street, Whitechapel, continuous with High-street, AJdgate, to which 
the before-mentioned sewer does not extend. In the streets, courts, 
and alleys just adverted to, which branch off from the main street of 
Whitechapel, there is either no drainage at all, or what there is is 
superficial, and exceedingly imperfect. 

5. The preceding facts point to one effectual remedy for lessening 
the sickness and mortality of these and similar districts, namely, the 
removal of the sources of the febrile poison. It is obvious, on ipspec- 
tion, that several of those sources in the two districts in question might 
be removed at no very great expense. In the mean time, to allow them 
to remain as they are is to incur very serious expense. The cost to 
these parishes for the relief of their fever-cases amounts to a large sum. 
By the returns from the Bethnal Green and Whitechapel Unions, it 
appears that the extra expense for fever-cases for the quarter ending 
Ladyday 1838 is — £. *. d. 

To the Bethnal Green Union .. 216 19 
To the Whitechapel Union • • . 400 

£.616 19 


Thus, at the rate of the last quarter, there will be incurred during 
the present year, for the relief of fever-cases in these two parishes alone, 
the sum of 2467^. 16^. But there can be no end to the expenditure of 
money in relieving individual cases of fever, until the cause that pro- 
duces the malady is removed ; whereas the greater part of the expendi- 
ture incurred by the removal of the cause of fever is incurred but 
once. It becomes, then^ a question whether, setting aside all higher 
considerations, it is not expedient, even on the ground of economy, to 
appropriate a part of the money expended on the poor in protecting 
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them from fever, by removing from the immediate proximity of their 
dwellings the main cause that produces it, rather than by relieving a 
few individuals after they become affected with the disease. 

6. The advantage of a free circulation of air in and around streets 
and houses is twofold : first, it is essential to the act of respiration,' 
when performed in a perfect manner, that the air should impinge on 
the respiratory organs with a certain degree of force, which condition is 
fulfilled when respiration is carried on in a large bulk of air, but not 
when it is performed in a confined space ; consequently, in the latter 
case, a less quantity of air enters the lungs, and its effect in depurating 
the blood is less complete. Secondly, free currents of air not only pre- 
vent'the accumulation of the febrile poison, but they promote its inti- 
mate admixture with large quantities of pure air; by which, if the 
poison be not actually decomposed, and changed in its chemical pro- 
perties, it is at least so far diluted as to be rendered innoxious. 
. Though it might seem a hopeless task to set about ventilating such 
districts as Bethnal Green and Whitechapel, yet, if the importance of 
the principle be duly appreciated, and the object be kept steadily in 
view, much may be accomplished. In some of the worst localities in 
these districts, at moderate expense, means might be taken to introduce 
free currents of air, where at present the air is perfectly stagnant and 
stifling. Some of the improvements recently made in the city of 
London show to what an extent it is possible to introduce good venti- 
lation into the very heart of the most densely-populated part of the 
metropolis. Further improvements at present in comtemplation would, 
if extended to the eastern parts of the city, completely change their 
condition, both as to drainage and ventilation. Never before has there 
been such an opportunity of accomplishing this object on so large and 
complete a scale, and this opportunity once lost may never be regained. 
The inhabitants of Bethnal Green and the neighbourhood are duly 
sensible of the advantages likely to result, not only to themselves but 
to the public in general, from certain local improvements which are in 
contemplation, which they regard as not wholly beyond their reach, 
and which they have taken some steps to secure, as appears by the 
annexed petition to Parliament, recently presented by one of the mem- 
bers of the Tower Hamlets, Mr. Clay. 

*If the prayer of these petitioners were granted, some of the most in- 
jurious of the nuisances complained of would be swept away at once; 
as has been already stated, a vast improvement would take place in the 
condition of these districts, both as to drainage and ventilation, their 
healthfulness would be proportionately improved ; to the parishes them- 
selves the expense of supporting so large an amount of sickness would 
be saved, while all the evils that result from the extension of the poison 
to more healthy districts would be at an end. 

7. It is desirable that a power should be lodged somewhere to pre- 
vent landlords from building in swampy places without proper drainage, 
to compel them to drain into common sewers when made, and likewise 
to compel them to keep the privies in a state of cleanliness, and to 
cleanse the exterior and interior of the houses, either at given periods, 
or when obviously indispensable to the health of the tenants. A striking 
example (to which several others might have been added) is annexed, 
of the mischief which occasionally results from the want of such autho- 
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rity. In the case, the circumstances of which are here related, the 
mischief was of so flagrant a nature that the maijistrates interfered, 
though they expressly stated that they did so with reluctance; they 
succeeded in putting down the nuisance, but it is doubted whether they 
had any legal authority to interfere, or any power to enforce the order 
they made. 

8. Prom the rapid spread of fever when it once breaks out in the 
habitations of the poor, and from the utter impossibility of administer- 
ing to the sick the proper remedies for the disease, in their own dwell- 
ings, it is necessary to provide in every Union a fever-hospital large 
enough to admit the average number of fever-cases to be expected 
within the district. If the fever-cases are sent to the workhouse, fever 
will sometimes spread among the inmates even in the best-drained, the 
best-ventilated, and in all respects the best-regulated houses ; while it 
is sure to spread in the crowded, ill-drained, and ill -ventilated condition 
in which many of the workhouses are at present. If, on the other 
hand, from the dread of incurring so great a risk, the medical officers 
are reluctant to send the fever-cases to the workhouse (a feeling which 
is almost universal), the consequences are, that the sick are left in their 
own wretched dwellings, where the disease generally assumes an 
aggravated character, attacks, in many cases, all the members of the 
family, and spreads from room to room, from house to house, 
from street to street, and thence to adjacent districts. To prevent 
evils of such magnitude, the obvious remedy appears to be to establish 
buildings apart from the workhouse, to which the sick may be sent the 
first day it is known that they are attacked. This at least is indis- 
pensable in densely-populated districts, such as Bethnal Green and 
Whitechapel. In country districts, where ventilation may be so much 
more perfectly accomplished, and where only a few isolated cases of 
fever are likely to occur,.a large well- ventilated room in the workhouse 
may be all that is required. In such situations there is little danger 
that the fever will spread. 

9. In the present condition of London and other large cities, one or 
two hospitals, on however large a scale, for the reception of fever 
exclusively, would not 'be sufficient ; and no fever-case ought to be 
admitted into a general hospital : indeed the great hospitals in London 
always do admit such cases with extreme reluctance. But if the poor 
receiving parish relief were adequately provided for in hospitals esta- 
blished specially for them in certain districts, then one large hospital, 
such as the London Fever Hospital, might easily be made, and, such 
as it is in contemplation to render it, might suffice for the other por- 
tions of the community, namely, the industrious classes above seeking 
for parish rehef, domestic servants, shopmen and shopwomen, in the 
large establishments which now exist in every part of London ; and 
all persons who have the misfortune to be attacked with fever, who are 
without a home, and without relations or friends to nurse them or to 
see that they are properly attended to. Out of from 700 to 800 or 
900 patients, which upon an iiverage annually pass through the wards 
of the London Fever Hospital, from 250 to 300 are domestic servants ; 
there are also always within its walls a considerable number of persons 
employed as shopmen and shopwomen : persons of this class are very 
subject to fever, because many of them come fresh from the country. 
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underg^o suddenly a great change in their mode of life ; from the pure 
air of the country are confined all day long in the impure air of tlie 
city, in crowded and ill-ventilated rooms, having little opportunity to 
take exercise ; while for the most part they sleep at night in crowded 
and ill-ventilated chambers. 

On the plan now suggested, namely, the establishment of local fever- 
hospitals for the parish poor, and one large fever-hospital for the in- 
dustrious classes, which would in general be amply supported by volun- 
tary contributions, tolerable provision would be made for affording 
the requisite assistance to the sick» and for preventing the spread 
of fever. 

10. From what I have observed, I am satisfied that many of the 
existing workhouses are extremely deficient in space, ventilation, and 
drainage. 

In going over the Whitechapel workhouse I was struck with the 
statement of the fact, that, out of 104 children (girls) resident in that 
house, 89 have recently been attacked mih fever. On examining the 
dormitory in which these children sleep, my wonder ceased. In a room 
88 feet long, 16^ feet wide, and 7 feet high, with a sloping roof rising 
to 10 feet, all these 104 children, together with four women who have 
the charge of them, sleep. The beds are close to each other ; in all 
the beds there are never less than four children, in many, five ; the 
ventilation of the room is most imperfect. Under such circumstances, 
the breaking out of fever is inevitable. 

In another establishment (the Jews' Hospital) not far distant from 
Whitechapel workhouse, for several years in succession it was found 
impossible to prevent the breaking out of fever among the young 
people, until the dormitories were less crowded and more perfectly 
ventilated. In the boys' dormitory, a room 36 feet by 35, and 12j^ feet 
high, there were formerly 35 single beds ; the beds were close to each 
other ; in the roof there were three ventilators* of scarcely any use. In 
the girls' dormitory, about the same size, apd ventilated in the same 
manner, there were 15 double beds. In this state of the rooms fever 
broke out and spread through the establishment every year, always 
commencing with the boys, and being always much more prevalent 
among them. In the boys' dormitory the beds were reduced from 35 
to 26, at the same time 10 very large ventilators communicating freely 
with the external air were placed in the ceiling, five on each side; 
corresponding changes were made in the girls' room. Since that time, 
a period of at least eight years, fever has never once occurred as an 
epidemic in this establishment ; nor has it ever occurred at all, except- 
ing in two or three isolated cases at distant intervals. AH these 
cases were mild in their character, got well rapidly, and none of them 
spread. 

Reckoning by cubic feet the quantity of air contained in the dormi- 
tories of these two houses, I find, on calculation, that the quantity 
contained in the dormitory of the Jews' Hospital is just four times 
greater than that contained in the dormitory of the Whitechapel work- 
house. When to this is added the advantage of the excellent ventila- 
tion now established in the dormitories of the Jews' Hospital, an 
adequate cause is assigned for the remarkable fact, that in the latter 
establishment not a single case of fever has occurred among the young 
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people during the prevalence of the present epidemic, whereas, in the 
fbrmer, out of 104 individuals only 15 have escaped. 

I was likewise struck with the pale and unhealthy appearance of a 
number of children in the Whitechapel workhouse, in a room called 
the Infant Nursery. These children appear to be from two to three 
years of age ; they are 23 in number ; they all sleep in one room, and 
they seldom or never go out of this room, either for air or exercise. 
Several attempts have been made to send these infants into the coun- 
try, but a majority of the Board of Guardians has hitherto succeeded 
in resisting the proposition. 

In the Whitechapel workhouse there are two fever-wards ; in the 
lower ward the beds are much too close ; two fever patients are placed 
in each bed ; the ventilation is most imperfect ; and the room is so 
close as to be dangerous to all who enter it, as well as most injurious 
to the sick. In the upper fever-ward the beds are also much too close, 
but here the beds are single, and the ventilation is better. 

The privies in this workhouse are in a filthy state, and the place 
altogether is very imperfectly drained : there is not a single bath in 
the house. 

These facts relative to the condition of this workhouse are the more 
remarkable, because, before I went over the house, it was represented 
to me as being in all respects in a very excellent state. 

In the observations contained in this report I have merely attempted 
to indicate the main points which appear to me to deserve attention ; 
for the data on which the opinions I have ventured to express are 
founded, I refer to the annexed account of my personal inspection of 
the Bethnal Green and Whitechapel districts. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) South wood Smith. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners for 
England and Wales. 


Supplement, No. 3. 


Account of a Personal Inspection of Bethnal Green and Whitechapel, 

in May, 1838, with a Supplement. 

On commencing an inspection of Bethnal Green, with a view to 
ascertain the causes of the great and constant prevalence in this district 
of fever and other diseases produced by malaria, I called on the medical 
officers of the Union (Mr. Taylor and Mr. Goodwin) who have the care 
of the out-door poor; I requested that they would accompany me over 
the district, and point out to me, first, those places in which fever is 
constantly prevalent ; and, secondly, those in which it is either alto- 
gether absent, or in which, when an individual case breaks out, it 
seldom or never spreads. I traversed a circle of from six to seven 
miles in extent. I wrote the account of the places I am about to notice 
on the spot. I entered many of the houses, and examined their condi- 
tion as to cleanliness, ventilation, &c., as well as the state of the people 
themselves who were at the time labouring under fever. 

The district of Bethnal Green contaios upwards of 70,000 inhabit- 
ants ; in the greater part of it the streets are not close, nor are the 
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houses crowded.- On the contrary, large open spaces of ground inter- 
vene between them ; but in one part the population is as densely crowded 
as in the closest and most thickly -peopled parts of the city. 

I notice the places about to be described in the order in which I 
visited them, and I give the account of the prevalence or absence ot 
fever in the several localities as I received it from the lips of the medical 
officers who have the care of the poor. I record only the prevalence 
of fever, because the extent of the prevalence of this disease was readily 
ascertained, and because the extent of its prevalence might be taken as 
a sure indication of the presence and intensity of malaria. 

Pitt-street. — A very narrow street; the houses have no sunk area; 
the ground floor is extremely damp ; there is no drainage ; in this street 
fever is oflen prevalent, and extends from house to house ; it lately 
broke out in No. 21 ; extended to No. 20 ; spread to the houses on the 
opposite side, and proved very fatal. 

Pundersons Gardens. — A long narrow street ; the houses have no 
sunk area ; and the ground floor is extremely damp. Along the centre 
of the street is an open, sunk gutter, in which filth of every kind is 
allowed to accumulate and putrefy. A mud -bank on each side com- 
monly keeps the contents of this gutter in their situation ; but some- 
times, and especially in wet weather, the gutter overflows; its contents 
are poured into the neighbouring houses, and the street is rendered 
nearly impassable. The privies are close upon the footpath of the 
street, being separated from it only by a parting of wood. The street is 
wholly without drainage of any kind. Fever constantly breaks out in 
it, and extends from house to house; it has lately been very prevalent 
here, and we have lately had several fatal cases from it in the London 
Fever Hospital. 

Campden Gardens consist of a number of small ground-floor 
houses ; each house contains only two rooms ; that which is the largest 
is about seven feet by nine, and the smallest barely large enough to 
admit a small bed; the height is about seven feet. In winter the 
houses are exceedingly damp ; the windows are very small ; there is no 
drainage of any kind ; it is close upon a marshy district immediately to 
be described. In this street fever is very apt to break out, and to 
become more than commonly fatal. Oflen all the members of a family 
are attacked by it, and die one after another. During the present 
season several entire families have been swept ofi'by it ; yet the houses 
stand in an open space, and have little gardens attached to them, so 
that, if they were properly built and well drained, they might be per- 
fectly healthy. 

Lamh^s Fields, — An open area, of about 700 feet in length, and 300 
feet in breadth ; of this space about 300 feet are constantly covered 
by stagnant water, winter and summer. In the part thus submerged 
there is always a quantity of putrefying animal and vegetable matter, 
the odour of which at the present moment is most offensive. An open 
filthy ditch encircles this place, which at the western extremity is from 
8 to 10 feet wide. Into this part of the ditch the privies of all the 
houses of a street called North-street open ; these privies are com- 
pletely uncovered, and the soil from them is allowed to accumulate in 
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the open ditcb^ Nothing can be conceived more disgusting than the 
appearance of this ditch for an extent of from 300 to 400 feet, and the 
odour of the effluvia from it is at this moment most offensive. 

Lamb's Fields is the fruilhil source of fever to the houses which im- 
mediately surround it, and to the small streets vehich branch off from it. 
Particular houses v^ere pointed out to me from which entire families 
have been swept away, and from several of the streets fever is never 
absent. 

In several houses in ColUngwood'Street fever of the most severe and 
fatal character has been raging for several months. Part of the street 
called Duke-street is oflen completely under water. This street con- 
sists of about 40 houses. In 12 of them all the members of the fami- 
lies residing in them have been attacked with fever, one after another, 
and many have died. 

Hare-street Fields, — An open space, close to the former, containing 
about 300 square feet, a large portion of which in rainy weather is 
completely inundated. It is surrounded on all sides but one with 
small houses, and several streets branch off from it. In all the houses 
forming the square, and in the neighbouring streets, fever is constantly 
breaking out, and the character of the fever in this neighbourhood has 
lately been very malignant. 

Mape^s-streeL — Running along the front of Mape's-street, and the 
back of Southampton-buildings, is a large open sewer, one branch of 
which also passes for a considerable extent along the backs of the 
houses in Teal-street. The privies of the houses, placed close to the 
street, pour their contents into this open sewer. Part of Mape's-street 
consists of houses of a good description, with gardens neatly culti- 
vated ; but all of them terminate at the margin of this open and filthy 
sewer. 

Alfred and Beckmik'-rows consist of a number of buildings, each of 
which is divided into two houses, one back and the other front : each 
bouse is divided into two tenements, and each tenement is occupied by 
a different family. These habitations are surrounded by a broad open 
drain, in a filthy condition. Heaps of filth are accumulated in the 
spaces meant for gardens in front of the houses. The houses have 
common privies open, and in the most offensive condition. I entered 
several of the tenements. In one of them, on the ground. floor, I 
found six persons occupying a very small room, two in bed, ill with fever. 
In the room above this were two more persons in one bed, ill with 
fever. In this same room a woman was carrying on the process of 
silk-winding. The window of the room is small, capable, if wide open, 
of ventilating the room but very imperfectly ; yet this window is not 
only kept permanently closed, but is carefully and firmly pasted all 
round, so that not the slightest breath of air can enter. On remon- 
strating against this constant and total exclusion of the air, I was told 
by the woman at work that they are obliged to stop up the window, to 
prevent the di-ying of the silk, which is always weighed out to 
them when they receive it, and they are expected to return the same 
weight. 

George Gardens.'^A. range of ground-floor houses, with neat gar- 
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rounded by houses, and the inhabitants complain bitterly of the stench 
which often arises from it. Several of the residents, of whom I inquired 
respecting its condition in difierent states of the weather, assured tne 
that, in the summer especially, when they are suffering greatly from the 
heat, they dare not open the windows of their houses, on account of the 
intolerable stench from this pond. 

At Anne's'plctce is an open space from Hackney. On the one side 
of this sewer is a broad public footpath ; on the other side, close upon 
the margin of the sewer, stands a row of houses ; little wooden bridges 
are thrown across the' sewer from the footpath to the houses. At the 
present moment this sewer is loaded with thick, black, stagnant putre- 
fying matter. 

From Goldsmith! B-'place to Cambridge Heath there is an excellent 
under-ground common sewer completely covered in. Here the inhabit- 
ants are healthy; no case of fever is known to have occurred in the 
neighbourhood ; this sewer was made two or three years ago, before 
which, fever was as prevalent here as in most other parts of the district, 
but since that time there has been a remarkable improvement in the 
health of the inhabitants. 

Cambridge Road is also well drained, and in like manner the inha- 
bitants are healthy ; there is here no fever. 

Immediately behind Bethnal Green is a large stagnant ditch, sur- 
rounded by poor cottages, the inhabitants of which are constantly suf- 
fering from fever ; into this ditch, among other things, is constantly 
flowing the filth from a number of pigsties, where it is allowed to accu- 
mulate and putrefy. 

James-street^ Green-street. — Almost impassable from the quantity of 
water which is allowed to remain upon the surface. Here there are 
several nightmen's yards, the soil, collected in great masses, is quite 
open and exposed. The stench is abominable ; the inhabitants in the 
neighbourhood complain grievously of the nuisance, but know not how 
to get it removed. The parish authorities were anxious that my atten- 
tion should be particularly directed towards it. In Digby-street there 
is another large 3'ard of the same description, the effluvia from which 
are most offensive. The houses in the immediate vicinity of this filthy 
yard are of a good description. 

I did not think it necessai7 to carry my examination of Bethnal 
Green any further. I annex the Fever Report for this district, for 
one quarter, ending the 25th of March, 1838, from which it appears 
that there have lieen under treatment by the medical officers of the 
Union 521 cases of fever. 


Whitechapel Union. 

After this full account of the condition of Bethnal Green, I .have 
thought it unnecessary to enter into a minute description of the state of 
Whitechapel, because for the most part it would be but a repetition of 
the same circumstances. The condition of Whitechapel is better known 
to me than that of Bethnal Green, on account of my having been for 
many years physician to the Eastern Dispensary, which is situate in 
Great Alie-street, and which comprehends in its district the whole of 
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the parish of Whitecliapel, as well as that of St. George's lii the East, 
and a part of Stepney and Limehouse. The greater part of Whitechapel 
is very badly drained ; in many places the population is densely crowded ; 
the streets, courts, and alleys, as at present constructed, admit of no 
current of air ; large coUeclions of putrefying matters are allowed con- 
stantly to remain in the neighbourhood of the houses, and the houses 
themselves are extremely filthy. 

I select the following as examples of the condition of many places in 
Whitechapel, in which the population is densely crowded. 

Bakers Arms-alley, — A narrow court with a dead wall, about two 
yards from the houses, the wall as high as the houses. The principal 
court is intersected by other courts extremely narrow, into which it is 
scarcely possible for air to penetrate ; close to the dead wall, between 
the wall and the houses, is a gutter, in which is always present a quan- 
tity of stagnant fluid full of all sorts of putrefying matter, tte effluvia 
from which, at the present moment, are most offensive, and the sense 
of closeness extreme. All the houses are dark, gloomy, and extremely 
filthy. At the top of the innermost courts arc the privies, which are 
0{)en and uncovered, the soil of which is seldom removed, and the stench 
of which, at the present moment, is abominable. 

The fever here has been extremely mortal, and has raged in almost 
every house. 

Johnson's Change, Front and Back. — A cluster of four courts open- 
ing into each other ; the houses are crowded with inhabitants ; some 
time ago a cesspool overflowed in one of these courts, and its contents 
were allowed to remain upon the surface several weeks ; after a time, 
fever of a malignant character broke out in the house next the cesspool, 
and has since extended to almost every house in all the courts. There is 
here no drainage of any kind, there is consequently a great accumula- 
tion of filth, and the sense of closeness is stifling. 

Car tvyright' street — A long street, with an open gutter in the centre; 
in this street fever has been prevalent in every house. In Walton -court, 
a narrow and close court terminated at the extremity by a dead wall, as 
high as the houses, fever has prevailed in every house. 

Blue Anchor^yard. — An open gutter in the centre, always full of 
putrefying matter; abounds with narrow courts, in which the accumu- 
lation of filth is excessive, and it is scarcely possible for any air to pene- 
trate. In the whole of this street, fever has been extremely prevalent ; 
but in the courts scarcely a house has escaped. At one extremity. 
Blue Anchor-yard, making a sudden curve, terminates in a street 
called New Martin- street, through which the same gutter runs, or 
rather stagnates ; fever has been in every house in this street, without 
exception. 

The streets on the northern side of Whitechapel, as Essex-street, 
Castle-street, Castle-alley, Goulston-street, Petticoat-lane, Tewkes- 
bury-court, George-yard, New-court, the whole of Wentworth- street, 
and all the courts, alleys, and passages in the neighbourhood, are with- 
out any drainage, and extremely filthy and close. 

Fever has raged dreadfiilly in the whole of this district ; in some 
cases six persons of a family have been ill of it together, all in one room, 
and four in one bed, 
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I annex the Feyer Report for this district, for the year ended tlie 25th 
March, 1838. 

On the 1 7th April, 1838, Mr. Goodwin indicted a house belonging' 
to a Mr. Hacker, situated in Shepherd's^oourt, Old Nicfaol^'Street, 
under the following circumstances : — 

Shepherd! S'Court consists of about six houses. It was notorious that 
fever had prevailed to 'a great extent in this court ; in the house in 
question several cases of fever had occurred in succession. The house 
is small, contains four rooms, two on the ground*floor, and two above ; 
each of these rooms was let out to a separate family. On the present oc- 
casion, in one of ihe rooms on the ground-floor there were four persons 
ill of fever ; in the other room on the same floor there were, at the same 
time, three persons ill of fever ; and in one of the upper rooms there 
were also, at the same time, three persons ill of fever ; in the fourth 
room no one was ill at that time. It appeared that different families 
had in succession occupied these rooms, and become affected with 
fever ; on the occasion in question all the sick were removed as soon as 
possible, by the interference of the parish officers. An order was made 
by the Board of Guardians to take the case before the magistrates at 
Worship-street. The magistrates at first refused to interfere ; but the 
medical officer stated that several cases of fever had occurred in succes- 
sion in this particular house ; that one set of people had gone in, become 
ill with fever, and were removed ; that another set of people had gone 
in, and been in like manner attacked veith fever ; that this had occurred 
several times, and that it was positively known that this house had 
been affeeted with fever for upwards of six weeks before tht present ap- 
plication was made. On hearing this, the magistrates sent for the 
owner of the house, and remonstrated with him for allowing different 
sets of people to occupy the rooms, without previously cleansing and 
whitewashing them; telling him that he was committing a serious 
offence in allowing the nuisance to continue. The magistrates further 
gave the house in charge to the medical officer, authorizing him to see 
all the rooms properly fumigated, and otherwise thoroughly cleansed ; 
and said that, if any persons entered the house before the medical officer 
said that the place was fit to be inhabited, they would send an officer to 
turn them out, or place an officer at the door to prevent their entrance. 
The landlord became frightened, and allowed the house to be white- 
washed, fumigated, and thoroughly cleansed. Since this was done, the 
rooms have been occupied by a fresh set of people ; but no case of 
ffever has occurred. 

The previous statements connect, in the clearest manner, the preva- 
lence of fever with poisonous exhalations arising from putrid vege- 
table and animal matter. This connexion has been long known, and 
the facts on which \X is established have been recorded by the original 
observers in most instructive histories. The accounts to which I allude 
illustrate, in the most striking manner, the effects of this poison on the 
human body, from its simultaneous operation on large bodies of men, 
who immediately before their exposure to it were in sound health ; but, 
as the accounts were written long before the poisonous matter had been 
obtained in a tangible shape, they assume a new interest now that it 
may be procured in such a palpable and concrete form as to enable us 
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actually to experiment with it It may therefore be worth while to cite 
a few of the most remarkable facts recorded by the older observers, to 
illustrate the clear manner in which they perceived the existence and 
operation of this poison. 

'* In the beginning of June, 1742,** says Sir John Pringle,in his Ob- 
servations on the Diseases of the Army, " the British troops began to em- 
bark for Flanders. There were in all, of foot and cavalry, about 16,000. 
The head-quarters were at Ghent. During the summer and autumn the 
weather was good, the heat moderate, and the country in general 
healthy. The British officers continued well, but many of the men 
sickened. Ghent is situated between the high and low division of Flan- 
ders : one part of the town, called St. Peter's Hill, is much higher tlian 
the rest ; and in this the barracks, having drains and free air, were 
quite dry, so that the soldiers who lay there enjoyed perfect health. 
But those who were quartered in the lower part of the town (mostly on 
the ground-floors of waste houses, unprovided with drains, and of 
course damp) were sickly. The battalion of the 1st Regiment of Guards 
was a remarkable instance of this difference of quarters ; two of the 
companies lay on St. Peter's Hill, the remaining eight in the lower part 
of the town, in rooms so very damp that they could scarce keep their 
shoes and belts from moulding. In the month of July the sick of this 
battalion amounted to about 140, of which number only two men 
belonged to the companies on the Hill, and the rest to those in the 
lower town. 

*' In the campaign in 1748, the troops had scarcely been a month in 
the cantonments, when the returns of the sick amounted to 2000 ; 
afterwards the number became much greater; those who were near the 
marshes suffered by far the most, both in the number and the violence 
of the symptoms. The Greys, cantoned at Vucht, a village within a 
league of Bois-le-Duc, surrounded with meadows, either then under 
water or but lately drained, were the most sickly. For the first fortnight 
they had no sick, but after continuing five weeks in that situation they 
returned about 150 ; after two monUis, 260, which was about half the 
regiment ; and at the end of the campaign they had in all but 30 men 
who had never been ill. A regiment at Nieuland, where the meadows had 
been floated all winter, and were but just drained returned sometimes 
above half their number. The Scotch Fusileers at Dinther, though lying 
at a greater distance from the inundations, yet, being quartered in a 
low and moist village, had above 300 ill at one time ; while a regiment 
of dragoons, cantoned only half a league south-west of Vucht, were in 
a good measure exempted from the distress of their neighbours ; such 
was the advantage, even at that distance from the marshes, of the wind 
blowing mostly from the dry grounds, and of a situation upon an open 
heath somewhat higher than the rest. 

*' When the troops were in Zealand, they had not been a fortnight 
in the cantonments before several of the men, belonging to the regi- 
ments which were stationed nearest the inundations, were seized simul- 
taneously with lassitude and inquietude — a sensation of burning heat, 
intense thirst, frequent nausea, sickness and vomiting, aching of the 
bones, pain in the back, and violent headache. There were some 
mstances of the head being so suddenly and violently affected that, 
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without any previous complaint, the men ran about in a wild manner, 
and were believed to be mad, till the solution of the lit by a sweat, and 
its periodic return, discovered the true nature of their delirium. Most 
of the men were first taken ill upon their return from forage ; the regi- 
ment being cantoned close upon the inundations, and many of the 
quarters being above two leagues from the place where the magazines 
were kept, the men were obliged to set out about four in the morning, 
in order to get back before the greatest heat of the day. At this early- 
hour the meadows and marshes on each side of the road were covered 
with a thick fog, of an offensive smell. The party generally returned 
before noon ; but several of the men, even before they could get back 
to their quarters, were already in a violent fever — some, in this short 
space of time, were actually delirious ; and the few on their way home 
were so suddenly taken with a frenzy as to throw themselves from their 
trusses into the water, imagining they were to swim to their quarters. 
One man, on reaching home, was suddenly seized with intense headache, 
got out of his quarters, and ran about the fields like one distracted. 
Major Prior gives the following account of a malignant fever which 
attacked the army of the United States, and the cause of which was 
traced to a large pond near the cantonment. An attempt had been 
made two or three years before to fill it up, by falling a number of large 
trees that grew on and near its margin, and by covering the wood thus 
fallen with earth. This intention had not been fulfilled. In August 
the weather was extremely hot and uncommonly dry : the water had 
evaporated considerably, leaving a great quantity of muddy water, with 
a thick slimy mixture of putrefying vegetables, which emitted a stench 
almost intolerable. The inhabitants of the village, principally French, 
and very poor as well as filthy in their mode of living, began to suffer 
first, and died so rapidly that a general consternation seized the whole 
settlement. The garrison continued healthy for some days, and we 
began to console ourselves with the hope that we should escape altoge- 
ther ; we were, however, soon undeceived, and the reason of our ex- 
emption heretofore was soon discovered. The wind had blown the air 
arising from the pond from the camp^ but as soon as it shifted to the 
reverse point the soldiers began to sicken. In five days half the gar- 
rison was on the sick-list, and, in ten, half of them were dead. They 
were generally seized with a chill, foIUowed by headache, pains in the 
back and limbs, red eyes, constant sickness at stomach, and generally, 
just before death, with a vomiting of matter like coffee-grounds ; they 
were often yellow before, but always after death. The sick died gene- 
rally on the seventh, ninth, and eleventh days, though sometimes on 
the fifth and on the third. As some decisive measures became neces- 
sary to save the remainder of the troops, I first thought of changing 
my quarters, but, as the station was in every respect more eligible than 
any other, and had been made so by much labour and expense, I 
determined to try the experiment of changing the condition of the pond 
from which the disease was believed to have arisen. A ditch was 
accordingly cut, what little water remained was conveyed off, and the 
whole surface covered with fresh earth. The effects of this scheme 
were soon obvious ; not a man was seized with the worst form of the 
fever after the work was finished, and the sick were not a little bene- 
fited, for they generally recovered, though slowly, because the fever 
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became a common remittent, or ^dually assumed the intermitting 
form. A few cases of remitting and intermitting fever occurred occa- 
sionally, till frost put an end to it in every form. As soon as the 
contents of the pond *were changed, by cutting the ditch, the cause, 
whatever it was, seems to have been rendered incapable of communi- 
cating the disease in its worst form." 

Dr. MaccuUoch relates an instance of some men aboard a ship, who 
were seized, while the vessel was five miles from shore, with fatal 
cholera, the very instant the land-smell first became * perceptible. 
Several of these men, who were unavoidably employed on deck, died of 
the disease within a few hours ; the armourer of the ship who, before he 
could protect himself from the noxious blast, was accidentally delayed 
on deck a few minutes to clear an obstruction in the chain-cable, was 
seized with the malady while in that act, and was dead in a few hours. 
Dr. Potter, in a report on the rise of a yellow fever which he wit- 
nessed in a valley in Pennsylvania, which contained numerous ponds 
of fresh water, and which, from the heat and dryness of the season, 
emitted a most offensive smell, states that on one occasion he was called 
to a family residing in a house which stood on a level piece of ground, 
apparently beyond the reach of noxious exhalation, there being no 
stagnant water, as was supposed, within a mile of it. Here he found 
the mother labouring under a bilious remitting fever, which continued 
11 days ; the daughter, 17 years of age, suffering from a similar fever ; 
two sons, the one between eight and nine, and the other six, ill with 
dysentery ; and the father on the brink of the grave, from a most 
malignant fever. There being no apparent cause for the condition of 
this afflicted family, the immediate neighbourhood of the house being 
free from the ordinary sources of malaria, the condition of the house 
itself was minutely investigated ; the cause of the evil was manifest : the 
present family had resided in the house only about five weeks : imme- 
diately preceding their occupation of it a man had died suddenly in it. 
Dr. Potter himself was seized with nausea and general lassitude imme- 
diately on leaving the house after his first visit On examining the pre- 
mises it was found that the cellar contained water about two feet deep, 
which had remained there from the first week in June, the country 
having been then inundated by torrents of rain. The cellar being use- 
less, the door had been closed, and the only vent for the pestiferous 
gases was through the fioor, which was open in several places. The 
family being immediately removed, all the sick became convalescent 
from the time they ceased to breathe the air of the place. The owner 
of the house hired two men to en^pty the cellar : these men, having 
ripped up the floor, and placed a pump in the deepest part of the water, 
evacuated the cellar to the dregs in one day. On. the second day after 
the execution of this task, one of these men was seized with a chilliness, 
succeeded by an ardent fever, which terminated with the usual symp- 
toms of yellow fever, namely, hemorrhages, yellow skin, and petechiae, 
and proved fatal on the third day from the attack. The day following 
the seizure of the first, the, second man was attacked with similar 
symptoms, and died on the.seventh day of the disease with the black 
vomit, in addition to the ordinary symptoms of the yellow fever. 

In assigning the reason why Grand Cairo, in Egypt, is the birth- 
place and the cradle of the plague, Dr. Mead long ago gave the follow^ 
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ing aeeount of (he locality : — ^ This city is crowded with vast numbers 
of inhabitants, who live not only poorly bat nastily ; the streets are 
narrow and close; the city itself is situated in a sandy plain, at the foot 
of a mountain which keeps off the winds that might refresh the air, 
consequently the heat is rendered extremely stifling; a great canal 
passes through the midst of the city, which, at the overflowing of the 
Nile, is filled with water ; on the decrease of the river this canal is 
gradually dried up, and the people throw into it all manner of filth, 
carrion, offal, and so on. The stench which arises from this and the 
mud together is intolerably offensive ; and from this source the plague, 
constantly springing up every year, preys upon the inhabitants, and is 
stopped only by the return of the Nile, the overflowing of which washes 
away this load of filth. In Ethiopia the swarms of locusts are so prodi- 
gious that they sometimes cause a famine by devouring the fruits of the 
earth, and, when they die, create a pestilence by the putrefaction of* 
their bodies ; this putrefaction is greatly increased by the dampness of 
the climate, which, during the sultry heats of July and Angust, is often 
excessive. The effluvia which arise from this immense quantity of 
putrefying animal substance, with so much heat and moisture, conti- 
nually generate the plague in its intensest form ; and the Egyptians of 
old were so sensible how much the putrefaction of dead animals contri- 
buted towards breeding the plague, that they worshipped the bird Ibis 
for the services it did in devouring great numbers of serpents which 
they had observed injured by their stench when dead as much as by 
their bite when alive.*' 

The preceding observations and histories show the operation of the 
poison on a large scale, and when in a highly intense state ; but its 
operation is not less real or less constant, though it may be less striking, 
around the stagnant ditches, the uncovered sewers, the filthy gutters, 
and the exposed privies of Bethnal Green, and in the close, dirty, and 
undrained courts and alleys of Whitechapel. For the future, by proper 
sanatory regulations, namely, by attention to the structure of houses, 
the arrangement of streets, the introduction of the requisite space 
between streets and houses, the construction of under-ground sewers, 
the opening of under-ground drains from the houses into the sewers, 
and the immediate removal from the neighbourhood of dwelling-houses 
of all refuse matter capable of undergoing putrefaction, the generation 
and accumulation of this poison might be prevented to a great degree 
in all cities, towns, and villages. Our ancestors, who paid little regard 
to considerations of this kind, have no doubt opposed formidable obsta^ 
cles to the proper ventilation and drainage of considerable portions of 
most of our cities and towns; but still, if the importance of the princi- 
ple had been duly appreciated, much would already have been done \o 
mitigate the evil, and much might still be effected. At all events, see- 
ing that the evil as it exists at present is so vast in extent and so 
unceasing in its operation, and seeing that it brings such deplorable 
consequences on that class of the population, more especially, which is 
the least able to guard against and to resist them, this subject is one 
which deserves the serious consideration of those who labour for the 
improvement of the physical condition of the poor, and who are charged 
vfiih providing in the most effectual and economical manner for their 
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maiiitenaiice, when, by the prevalence of epidemic and other diseases^ 
they are rendered unable to support themselves. 

(Signed) Southwood Smith. 


SUPPLEMENT, No. 3.— Annex. 


St. Matthew, Bethnal Green. — Fever Report. 

\2th May, 1838. 
Number of Fever Cases attended by the Medical Officers of this 
Parish, for one Quarter ending 25th March, 1838 : — 

Gases. 
Mr. Taylor, out-door surgeon • . . 256 

Mr. Goodwin, ditto 136 

Mr« Ager, house-surgeon. . . . 129 


Total 


• m 


521 


One hundred and fifty-seven cases have received out-door relief, 
amounting to 60/. 139., from the above two numbers. 

The cost of in-door cases is at least bs. weekly, averaging 20«. for 
each case, before the patient is sufficiently recovered. 

Twenty -six cases were admitted into the London Fever Hospital, at 
the cost of 211. Qs, to the parish for the last quarter, in addition to the 
number above reported. 

R. Brutton, Clerk to Board of Guardians, 
For Southwood Smithy Esq., 
8^c, S^c. fyc. 


Whitechapbl Union. 

' \9th May, 1838. 

NuHBKR OP Gases attended by the three Medical Officers during the Tear ended 

2dth March, 1838. 



In-door. 

Out-door. 

Total. 

First Quarter, ending Midsummer, 1837 . 
Second Quarter • . • • . 

Third Quarter 

Fourth Quarter . . • * • 

During the Year . . 

632 
424 
489 
878 

485 

608 

787 

1,009 

1,117 
1,032 
1,276 

1,887 

2,423 

2,889 

5,312 

Of these were> 

Gured. 

Died. 

Under 
Treatment. 

Sent to 
Hospital. 

Total. 

Fever .... 
Surgical . . . 
Midwifery 
Greneral • . • 

2,134 

216 

80 

2,026 

214 
13 

*138 

107 
43 

'237 

82 

22 

. . 
• • 

2,557 

294 

80 

2,401 

4,456 

365 

387 

104 

5,312 
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The ext^a expense for fever during the quarter ending Lady-day« 
1838, 1 consider to have been 400/. 

John Smith, Clerk to the Board of Guardians, 


To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Memorial of the Inhabitant Householders of the parish of 
St. Matthew, Bethnal Green, in the county of Middlesex, 

Most respectfully showeth, 

That at a highly respectable meeting of owners and rate-payers of the 
parish, duly convened and held on Wednesday, the 4th of April instant, 
for the purpose of taking into consideration the measures now in con- 
templation before your Honourable House on the Metropolitan Improve- 
ments Bill, it was the unanimous opinion of such meeting that import- 
ant benefits would accrue to the public in general if those measures 
were extended to the eastern suburbs of the metropolis. 

That your memorialists, acting under such impression, would respect- 
fully venture to submit to your Honourable House, thatiin this import- 
ant district of Bethnal Green certain beneficial improvements could be 
carried into' execution at a comparatively inconsiderable expense ; and, 
when it is considered that in this parish alone there are upwards of 
70,000 inhabitants, it will doubtless appear to your Honourable House 
that even on the score of public policy certain streets and ways should 
be widened or otherwise improved, regard being thus especially had to 
the health and comfort of sucii a vast and densely-congregated portion 
of human beings. 

The subject, indeed, has created deep complaints that fevers have 
engendered and contagion spread in this district, during a period of 
awful epidemic, when the cholera raged in a frightfully appalling degree, 
and when adequate sewers and drainage might probably have assuaged 
the scourge and saved the lives of many individuals. Your memorialists 
conceive that on the latter ground alone no argument is wanting to 
satisfy your Honourable House of the vast importance of opening cer- 
tain lines of road, and thus giving facilities for making additional sewers 
and drainage accordingly; but your memorialists venture to take a 
much wider range, with regard to public benefit, than of merely con- 
fining their views to local interests or private and parochial advan- 
tage. 

Your memorialists would now respectfully submit to your Honour- 
able House, that, if Parliament in its wisdom were to extend the metro- 
politan improvements to the eastern suburbs of London, they would not 
only conduce to the health of the inhabitants, but it would form a chain 
of highly important connexion, regard heing had to trade and com- 
merce, as will appear by reference to the mapW London, in the follow- 
ing way : ^ 

Firstly, your memorialists submit a direct street should be formed 
from the London Docks to Hackney-road, commencing at or near 
London Dock-gate, in a direct line, crossing Whitechapel, near Essex- 
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street or George-yard, and passing the front of Spitalfields Church, con- 
tinuing on Red Lion-street, crossing Quaker-street, Phoenix-street, 
Anchor-street, Church-street, Nichol-street, and Castle-street, into 
Hackney-road (at the end of Crabtree-row), being the road to Cam- 
bridge, 

. Secondly, a direct road from Cannon-street-road to Great Cambridge- 
street, in Hackney-road (commencing with and opening at Baker's- 
row), which is nearly opposite New- road, Whitechapel-road, proceeding 
from Baker's-row to Charles-street, along Charles-street, Wellington- 
street, White-street, crossing the centre of Bethnal Green-road, into 
Squirries-street, open and continue north end of that street into Hack- 
ney-road, opposite Great Cambridge-street; thus a road would be 
opened from the Thames Tunnel and Docks, by the Commercial-road, 
to Kingsland Turnpike and Dalston, over Haggerstone Bridge, or by 
the new road now making from Great Cambridge- street. 

Thirdly, a road from Old-street to Bow, to connect the GreatEastern 
with the Northern and Western roads, and the projected improvements 
to the Sessions House, Clerkenwell ; commence a new street from Old- 
street to Featherstone-street, along that street to the City-road, upon 
Tabernacle-walk, to and along Leonard-street, continuing tlie same 
across the Curtain-road to Shoreditch, crossing Shoreditch, along Church- 
street, up Bethnal Green road to Bethnal Green ; improve Green-street 
to Twig Folly Bridge, and from thence in a direct line to Bow. 

Your memorialisfs humbly venture to think that there never could 
arise a better or more favourable opportunity than the present for Par- 
liament in its wisdom to legislate generally and equitably on a subject 
of such paramount and even vital importance to the community. Your 
Honourable House will not fail to look at the commercial situation and 
increasing consequence of the eastern suburbs of London, and it natu- 
rally occurs to your memorialists to make this observation, that, if a 
great public tax be imposed on the metropolis generally, some benefit 
should be conceded to those parishes who contribute largely to such 
impost, if it can be fairly and reasonably shown that a commensurate 
public advantage could ultimately be accomplished, and such undoubt- 
edly appears would be the case on the present occasion, with reference 
to the I'ower Hamlets. 

Your memorialists, being thus appointed to carry into effect, as far as 
possible, the wishes of the inhabitants at large, beg humbly to request 
of your Honourable House that this parish of Bethnal Green in par- 
ticular may be incorporated or scheduled in the intended Metropolis 
Improvement Bill, now under the consideration of Parliament, or that 
your Honourable House will be pleased to give your memorialists the 
benefit of this petition in such other manner as your Honourable House 
in its wisdom shall deem most advisable and expedient, under existing 
circumstances. 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 
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No. 2. 

Correspondence between the Commissioners of Metropolitan Police and 
the Poor Law Commissioners, relative to the Relief of Persons 
casually found in a state of destitution. 

Letter from the CommUaioners of Police to the Poor Lam Commissioners, 

Metropolitan Police Office^ WTiitehaU Place^ 
Sir, 2Uh August, \^m . 

The Commissioners of Police enclose, for the information of the Poor 
Law Commissioners, returns from the divisions of the metropolitan 
police, showing for the last three months the numbers of persons found 
by the police in each, in a state of destitution. From these returns it 
appears that difficulties still occur in obtaining that immediate relief 
which the extreme urgency of some of the cases demands, and all plea 
and claim for any relief is resisted in others on the ground that the party 
should seek for it elsewhere, perhaps in a distant parish, although in 
all fit cases relief appears to be administered more readily and effectually 
now than before the passing of the Poor Law Amendment Act, and the 
whole amount of mendicancy within the police district has not increased. 
The Commissioners beg leave to call the attention of the Poor Law 
Commissioners to the points to which they have above alhided, and 
they will be glad to receive such suggestions arising out of the present 
mode of administering the law as may enable the police to act more 
effectually in cases of destitute persons, of whom they are obliged to 
take cognizance. 

I have the honour, &c. 

To E, Chadwick^ Esq. Richard Mayne, 

Reply to foregoing Communication. 

Poor Law Commission Office^ Somerset HousCy 
Grentlemen, 6th September, 1837. 

I have read to the Poor Law Commissioners your letter of the 24th 
ult., in which you give instances where the police constables have foand 
in the streets persons in a state of destitution, and who were refused 
relief on the ground that they belonged to distant parishes. 

It was satisfactory to the Commissioners to learn from you that cases 
of destitution and emergency occur less frequently than previously to 
the passing of the Poor Law Amendment Act, and that a large propor- 
tion of those which do occur are carefully treated by the officers charged 
with the administration c^ relief to the destitute. It was also satisfac- 
tory tot he Commissioners to learn, that within the metropolitan dis- 
tricts the amount of mendicity has not increased beyond that which has 
heretofore prevailed. 

It appears, nevertheless, that much misunderstanding prevails as to 
the state of the law on the subject; and the Commissioners deem it 
advisable to state, for your information, the nature of the relief avail- 
able for cases of actual destitution, as well as the mode in which the 
administration of the law may be made subservient to the suppression 
of all pretexts for mendicancy. If any person state that he have no 
food, and that he is destitute, or otherwise express or signify that he is 
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in dangerof perishing unless relief be ^ven to him, then any officer 
charged with the administration of relief is bound, unless he have pre- 
sented to him some facts or reasonable evidence to rebut such state- 
ment, to give relief to such destitute person in the mode prescribed by 
the law. 

If any person meet a wayfarer or other person asking relief on the 
ground of destitution, then such person may direct the destitute person 
to the proper officer, by whom the relief must be necessarily adminis- 
tered, unless anything shall appear to that officer to show at once and 
conclusively the statement of destitution to be false. These directions 
are at the choice of any subject, and may be given verbally or in 
writing ; and the Poor Law Commissioners conceive it to be in some 
measure the more especial duty of any peace-officer to conduct or 
direct such destitute person to the place where the relief will be admi- 
nistered. 

The overseers are not relieved from the responsibility of administer- 
ing relief according to the regulations prescribed under the authority 
of the Poor Law Amendment Act. By the 54th section, any overseer 
is, in cases /^ of sndden and urgent necessity, required to give such 
temporary relief as the case shall require, in articles of absolute ne- 
cessity, but not in money, and whether the applicant for relief be 
settled in the parish where he shall apply for relief or not ;" but appli- 
cation may now in most districts be made to — 

1. The relieving officers. 

2« The master of the workhouse ; and 

3. To the Board of Guardians when it is sitting. 

The duties of the relieving officers with relation to such cases, as 
those duties are prescribed in the Commissioners' regulations, are as 
follows : — 

'* To receive all applications for relief, and to examine into the merits 
and circumstances of each case, and report the same to the guardians 
at their next weekly meeting. 

" In cases of sudden and urgent necessity, to give such temporary 
relief as each case shall require, either by placing the pauper in the 
workhouse or affording relief out of the house in articles of absolute 
necessity, but not in money, whether the applicant for relief be settled 
in any parish in the Union or not. 

" As soon as he shall have had notice of the sickness of, or of any 
injury received by, any pauper, to notify the fact to the medical officer, 
and in the mean time to furnish such relief as the emergency of the 
case may call for, and also furnish such further relief, in or out of the 
workhouse, as the case, upon the certificate of the medical officer, may 

appear to require. 

" To report to the guardians, at their weekly meeting, all cases in 
which temporary relief shall have been given by the churchwardens 
and overseers of the poor, or cases of sudden and urgent necessity as 
hereinafter provided.*' 

The duties of the medical officers, with relation to such cases, are 
thus prescribed : — 

•• To attend duly and .punctually upon all paupers out of the work- 
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house fallings or continuing sick within the limits of his district, in* 
eluding all paupers whom by law any parish of the Union may be 
bound to relieve, whether belonging or not belonging to such parish, 
and whether under suspended orders of removal or otherwise, and. 
to supply all such sick paupers with all necessary medicines and 
appliances." 

Tlie master of the workhouse is bound " to receive into the house 
paupers admitted in manner hereinafter mentioned, and to cause them 
to be examined by the medical officer, and to cleanse, clothe, and place 
them in the proper wards." 

By the first article of the workhouse regulations ** paupers shall be 
received into the workhouse in any one of the following modes, and no 
other, viz. : — 

*' 1. By an order of the guardians, to be signified in writing by 

their clerk. 
" 2. By a provisional order in writing, signed by an overseer, 

churchwarden, or relieving officer. 
" 3. By the master of the workhouse, without any such order, 

in any case of sudden or urgent necessity." 

On the occurrence of any case of destitution, or of sudden and press- 
ing emergency, the better course will be. to apply to the nearest paid 
officer of the Union, the relieving officer, or the master of the work- 
house, who best know the most efficient remedies applicable for the 
relief of such cases, and who have the bes^t means of applying them. 
The Commissioners will feel it their duty to make those officers respon- 
sible in their situations for any serious neglect — for the bad conse 
quences of any omission to give prompt and adequate relief in any case 
of real destitution and emergency. For relief to be effi?ctual, it must 
be given at the time when the emergency shall occur to the destitute 
person. The question as to any existing means of repayment, or as to 
the place to which the destitute person may be chargeable, it will be 
the duty of the officer to reserve for investigation after the pressing 
want shall have been relieved. 

The relief of cases of simple destitution are the province of the officers 
appointed for the administration of relief under the Poor Law. Where 
any person, who has been originally taken into the custody of the 
police, for any other reason than that of simple destitution, falls into the 
state of destitution whilst in custody, the Commissioners conceive that 
the relief should be given out of the means provided for the support and 
proper care of prisoners whilst in custody. 

All persons who are not casually destitute, but who beg as a profes- 
sion, the Poor Law Commissioners submit should be dealt with under 
the Vagrant Act, and be apprehended by the police and taken before 
the magistrate for his award of punishment. In those cases which the 
Union or parish officers find to be cases of imposture, or where, after 
the destitution shall have been relieved, it is ascertained to have been 
brought about by misconduct or by any act of vagrancy, then it will be 
the duty of those officers to give the offenders into the custody of the 
police, that they may be taken before the magistrate^ 

That which the Commissioners are most anxious to have made known 
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is, that the relief of actual destitution in cases of emergency should 
always precede the investigation of any question as to its cause, or as to 
the liability of any other parties than the parish to contribute to it. 

The Commissioners direct me to express their satisfaction on per* 
ceiving^, from perusal of the returns from the P division, which includes 
the parishes of Camberwell and Lambeth, that no cases of destitution 
have of late been found in the streets of that division. In the parishes 
of Camberwell and Lambeth the Commissioners are informed that the 
relief in the workhouse is ably administered, and the workhouse freely 
offered to all destitute objects. The Poor Law Commissioners trust 
that, in other districts, so soon as proper workhouse accommodation is 
provided, the rate-payers will have complete security that all proper 
cases of destitution will receive immediate attention and relief, and that, 
there being no ground whiatever for the plea of the mendicant, alms to 
casual mendicants will be withheld. As the new arrangements advance, 
the police may act more strictly upon this assurance in Temoving from 
the streets all persons who are mendicant, or who afford any pretext 
for almsgiving; and the Poor Law Commissioners will at all times be 
ready to consider what additional regulations may be adopted to attain 
the object. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

E. Chadwick, Secretary, 
To the Commissioners of Metropolitan Police. 


No.3. 

CoftRESPONDENCfi relative to the mode of relieving and employing 

Paupers in Spitalfields. 

Letter from certain Operatives of Spitalfields to the Poor Law 

Commissioners, 

Gentlemen, 30^A March, 1838. 

The committee of unemployed silk-weavers of Spitalfields and its 
vicinity most humbly pray that your kind attention be directed to the 
cases of those persons engaged in the breaking of stones, or other 
laborious work, which unfits them for handling silk when they may get 
employment, as their being kept upon such labour will totally incapa- 
citate them from being able to work at the silk-trade, and, if continued, 
will be the means of keeping them ever on the parish. 

The business of a silk-weaver being very confining, and not being 
robust and hearty men, prevents them from working at such labour, and 
being at the same time without sufficient food, will not only unfit them 
for labour of any sort, but will ever occasion their names being on the 
books of the Union. 

We have the honour to be, 

Your most obedient servants, . 

James Leesom. 
George Britten. 
James Slater. 
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Reply of the Poor Law Commisnoners to foregoing Letter. 

Poor Law Commission Office^ 
Somerset Home, 2ith AprU, 1838. 

To James Leebom, George Britten, and James Slater. 

The Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales have had under 
their consideration a paper, signed by you, purporting to be from ^^ the 
committee of unemployed silk-weavers of Spitallields and its vicinity," 
complaining of the mode in which certain weavers, who have become 
paupers, had been compelled to labour in return for the relief given by 
the guardians of the poor of their parish. The Commissioners, beingr 
desirous that all complaints relating to the administration of relief to 
the destitute poor should be investigated, have not hesitated to inves- 
tigate complaints preferred by you, although they cannot recognise you 
in any other light thau as individuals ; and they have in this instance 
directed an examination to be made as to the matter in question, and I 
am now to state to you — 

That by law the guardians can only give relief to the able-bodied, by 
setting them on work. It is an essential condition that, when the 
wants of any destitute able-bodied person are supplied by relief given 
in return for work, the work or mode of relief should not be such as to 
raise the condition of the pauper above that of the lowest self-support- 
ing labourer, ur induce any one to make the parish the first instead of 
the last recourse in case of need. Much of the distress which at pre- 
sent prevails, and of that which has heretofore prevailed amongst the 
weavers in Spitalfields, appears to be ascribable to the former extensive 
neglect and omission to enforce these conditions in the administration 
of relief, whether out of the poor-rates or out of auxiliary funds derived 
from subscriptions within this district. By frequent relief to the able- 
bodied in aid of wages, or under such circumstances as not to engage 
their whole time ; by the relief itself being extensively given without 
any adequate return of labour, it has arisen that the condition of the 
pauper within the district has not been ineligible ; and whilst silk-manu- 
i'actories, with a demand for hands, have sprung up in provincial towns, 
and new hands have been trained there, weavers in Spitalfields have 
kept within the parish, to the great burden of the rate-payers as well 
as the depression of the labour-market, and the injury of the other 
workmen within the district. The Commissioners are assured that 
those workmen who have disengaged themselves from the parochial 
trammels, and have sought distant employment, have generally bettered 
their condition. But such have been the pernicious efiects of the 
former relaxed modes of administering relief, that not long since, when 
eligible offers of employment were obtained and made to a number of 
the weavers in Spitalfields then suffering by distress, they preferred 
remaining dependent on casual charity or on parochial relief, and could 
not be prevailed upon to accept them. 

From much evidence it is clear that the relaxation of labour, to which 
your application (which objects to the present mode) tends, would be 
as prejudicial to the industrious rate-payers as to the ultimate in- 
terests of those on whose behalf you take upon yourselves to act. 

With relation to the particular description of labour required by the 
guardians, I am to state that it is desirable that the labour provided 
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should not be such as to interfere in the least degree possible with the 
labour of independent labourers. All attempts to set up parochial 
manufactories, or to give to weavers or other labourers such work as 
they have been accustomed to, have failed of their objects, have been 
injurious -to the self-supporting labourers, and have aggravated the 
evils they were intended to remedy. 

The breaking and preparation of stones for the repair of the roads is 
divested of these objections; boys as well as men may and do work at 
it. It is conveniently measurable for task-work, and is obtainable in 
great abundance. Very great difficulty is found in obtaining other 
work, and those who object to this, unless they propose some other 
efficient substitute, must be considered as objecting to any labour what- 
soever. 

But, inasmuch as the able-bodied can only be legally relieved in 
return for labour, no other labour with the requisite qualities being 
readily available, the guardians have h'ttle discretion in putting the 
able-bodied to this as the best work which is to be found. 

You allege that '' their being kept upon such labour will totally in- 
capacitate them from working at the silk-trade, and, if continued, will 
be the means of keeping them ever on the parish." The Commissioners 
have likewise been informed, that, by a deputation of two of yoii, it 
was stated that it required six weeks to get the weavers' hands fit 
for weaving after such work ; but this, they are assured, is a case of 
rare occurrence. 

In 1832 the able-bodied paupers, weavers of Spitalfields, were set to 
work in the parish stone-yard ; then, as now, no such serious inconve- 
niences as those alleged were sustained. The weavers then dependent 
on parochial relief returned to weaving without any difficulty, or with 
no more than two or three days' inconvenience. 

Instances have been presented to the Commissioners where weavers 
who have been at work at the stone-yard have at once obtained em- 
ployment at the loom without any serious disqualification being alleged 
by themselves or their employers. 

Instances also abound in other districts where weavers of delicate 
fabrics, when weaving is scarce, at once have recourse to spade hus- 
bandry, or other agricultural employment, and return to the loom when 
the demand for weaving revives. One instance is emphatically stated 
where, on the failure of employment in the parish of Darwen, in Lan- 
cashire, some time ago, great numbers of weavers were thrown out 
of employment and set on the more severe work of quarrying stones. 

The following is an extract from the evidence with relation to the 
performance of such work : — 

" The weavers — those who had been accustomed to use tlie shuttle, 
and the shuttle only — now handled the spade or the pick-axe ?— Yes, 
or other stronger occupations than they had been used to. ^ 

" Did the great bulk of those weavers return to their old occupation 
of weaving ? — ^No, they did not one-half of them. Many that could 
not use the spade before were taught to use the spade, and have been 
useful labourers since. Even in the neighbourhood, some of those, 
weavers at that time, have never woven since, but have continued 
labourers, working on the road, or quarrying in the stone-quarry, or 
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assisting builders. After a bad trade it generally happens that it 
is so. 

•* And those weavers that did return, were they found to be as ^ood 
weavers as ever ? — ^Yes, not the least diminished ; they returned to 
their weaving, and we heard no complaint of any personal deficiency. 

" Do you believe that any such occupation to a weaving community 
would permanently deteriorate them ? — I do not think it would. Many 
of the cotton-weavers took silk to weave, and they never had silk ma- 
nufactured in that neighbourhood previously ; they made the best sort 
of plain silk-weavers. The silk-manufacturers wanted the silk goods 
made as light as they possibly could be, and the manufacturers said 
they were better silk-weavers than those that had been in sifaiilar occu- 
pations in the neighbourhood of Manchester. It took a few days or a 
week to get their hands into proper condition for the handling of the 
cotton and silk when they resumed their weaving. It must take a few- 
days after the skin had been torn and made rough with the stone- 
breaking or handling the rougher tools, or in hay-making (instances 
are quite common of weavers becoming hay-makers), to get their 
hands smooth again. They are awkward for a day or two on return- 
ing to the loom. 

" Is there anything that you should judge in the Spitalfields labour- 
ers, or anything of any kind, that would induce you to recommend any 
variation in the treatment with them, as to employing them with rough 
tools, stone-breaking or anything else ? — Not the least. The sensation 
of the skin upon the fingers would be impaired a little by the difference 
of labour, but that would soon return and the skin grow again." 

The following is an extract fpom the examination of another wit* 
ness : — 

" What is the effect after a length t)f time of using the spade or 
agricultural tools ; do they become unfitted for weaving ? — ^No. They 
have oflen told me that they had a little difficulty in coming out. The 
hands get a little sore, and they have a little difficulty in returning until 
the hands get a little more smooth; but many hundreds in our 
neighbourhood do both, just as the prospect of employment induces 
them. 

" Then they dp both even in ordinary circumstances, that is to say, 
they weave at one period of the year, and work as agricultural 
labourers at another ? — Oh j^es ; and probably through the year some 
of them will have a piece in the loom, and on a wet day they will go to 
it — industrious men. 

*' Then they have recourse to it in bad weather generally, when 
they cannot work in the fields? — Yes, if it is wet for several days and 
they cannot get regular employment, they will go to the loom for a few 
days. 

"Do they go to the loom in winter? — Principally; part of their 
weaving is in summer. The agricultural labourer, who has turned 
from the loom to be a labourer, weaves in winter, and works in the 
summer as a labourer in the farm, and then in the winter turns weaver 
again. 

" Then there is only a few days' soreness of the hands in coming to 
the work? — A few days' stiffness in returning. 
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*' How do they ^et rid of the stiffness ? — By washing the hands and 
getting the dirt out." 

But in the administration of relief, anything which would hinder the 
pauper returning to work, even for a day, is an inconvenience, and it 
appears the guardians have put the applicants to such work to a less 
extent than was desirable. They have only required it in those cases 
where, from the statement of the pauper himself or from other circum* 
stances, it appeared probable that he would continue permanently 
chargeable. Only 25 are stated to be now at work in the stone-yard, 
and those are persons who have from time to time been paupers, few 
of them for less than seven years, and several for as long as seven 
years. 

It appears, therefore, to the Commissioners, that your application is 
entirely unwarranted ; that the guardians have taken the best course 
as regards the labourers, as well as the rate-payers, and they will be 
requested to act upon it generally and firmly, for the protection of the 
great body of the weavers and of the district at large. 

Having stated thus much to explain the Commissioners' views, and 
to prevent misrepresentation with regard to such labour, I am further 
to state — 

That, if the paupers themselves consider that they have any ground 
of complaint, they may themselves prefer their complaint to the guar- 
dians ; or, in case of anything being done which they, the weavers, 
deem to be illegal, they may themselves appeal to the magistrates or 
the Commissioners. No case has ever been brought to the knowledge 
of the Commissioners, where the paupers themselves, though unaided, 
have been refused a hearing, or denied any redress, to which they ap- 
peared fairly entitled. The Board of Guardians and their officers have 
such knowledge of the nature of the employments within the district, 
as to be competent to judge whether the labour required was injurious 
in its nature. The law has vested in them, subject to authorised con- 
trol, the exercise of a discretionary authority in the administration of 
relief; they are responsible for the exercise of that discretion, and are 
bound not to divest themselves of it, or allow the intervention of third 
parties who are unauthorised. The Commissioners have only received 
your complaint as that of yourselves, and cannot recognise any such 
unauthorised body -as a committee of the weavers. No future applica- 
tions of this nature from you will be entertained. 

The mischievous character of the unauthorised body to which you 
belong has been manifested to the Commissioners, not only by the 
mischievous effects resulting from the object pursued in this instance, 
and the erroneous statements and incorrect representations by which 
it was sought to be obtained, but by urgent requests on the part of per- 
sons to whom application has been made for information on this sub- 
ject, that their n^mes might not be mentioned, as in that case they 
would be denounced by the Committee and exposed to grievous molest- 
ation.' The Commissioners are assured that you and your associates 
find it better to go about from public-house to public-house, convening 
meetings on cases of alleged grievance (of which the one now exa- 
mined is au example), and tiving upon subscriptions exacted from the 
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distressed weavers rather than oo the produce of your own industry, at 
your own looms. 

In other trades the workmen have found no difficulty in obtaining' 
the gratuitous services of their fellow-workmen in employment, and the 
weavers should be advised that every penny paid for such services as 
yours is a bounty on a^ritation, misrepresentation^ and injurious courses, 
of which they must be the sufferers. The Commissioners feel bound 
to state this explicitly, as in other instances where, by ignorance, fhtud* 
or intimidation, such unauthorised bodies have obtained power over the 
workpeople, it has been so exercised as to throw heavy burdens on 
the poor-rates, and to subject the labourers to much misery and 
grievous oppression. 

The Commissioners will request the guardians not to sustain your 
unauthorised authority by sanctioning your intervention. You must 
also be cautioned that you will be amenable for exciting obstructions 
against the execution of the law. 

Signed, by order of the Board, 

E. Chadwick, Secretary. 


Letter f torn the Poor Law Commissioners io^R. Brutton, Esq,, Clerk to 
the Governors of Bethnal Green^ transmitting Copy of the foregoing 
Correspondence . 

Poor Law Commission Office y Somerset House, 2bth April, 1838. 

Sir, 

The Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales have received 
the enclosed memorial, purporting to be from '' the Committee of un- 
employed Silk-weavers of Spitalfields and its vicinity.'' 

To this memorial the Commissioners have returned an answer, of 
which a copy is enclosed. You are requested to lay both before the 
Board of Guardians, and to state to them that the Commissioners con- 
sider that the measures taken for procuring a return of labour at the 
stone-yard from able-bodied paupers the most beneficial mode of carry- 
ing the law into execution, and to request that it may, for the sake of 
all classes within the district, be steadily carried out. If, in cases of 
relief required by able-bodied weavers for sudden or short emergen- 
cies, any labour could have been procured to set them on without 
occasioning the inconvenience of the temporary soreness of the hands, 
or impeding the work even for two or three days on the return to the 
loom, such a mode of employment would, of course, be preferable, and 
the Commissioners have no doubt the guardians would have availed 
themselves of it. But when such work cannot be procured, except at 
disproportionate cost and inconvenience, the Commissioners consider 
that the law should be complied with by the general application of that 
labour which is the most readily procured. 

The labour is in itself necessary and useful labour, which should be 
applied to all ; nor should it, by any partial application, be allowed to 
be stigmatized as a punishment. 

The Commissioners regret the state of depression in which the trade 
of the district continues ; and that, according to the information they 
have received, much of it has sought other channels in this country. 
They, however, feel assured, that, whatever may be the prevalent cause. 
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the most effioient modes of relief "Will be in the, firm execution of the' 
law, and the consequent stimulant to the workmen to. beat about for 
employment in other fields of industry. The Commissioners would 
particularly direct the attention of the guardians to the example con* 
tained in some annexed evidence with respect to the effects of the admi- 
nistration of relief on sound principles, on the occasion of severe manu- 
facturing distress in the parish of Darwen, in Lancashire. Their atten- 
tion should be directed to its efiects, in causing a speedy relief of the 
conjunction of labourers by the numbers induced to relieve the depressed 
branch of employment by seeking new sources of labour,*— the main- 
tenance of the spring of industry in those who remained, — the conse« 
quent inducement to the investment of additional capital and the 
restoration and advance in prosperity, — by the steady adherence to 
sound principles. 

Other instances might be adduced for the support and encouragement 
of the guardians in the wise and beneficial course which they appear to 
have taken. 

Signed, by order of the Board, 

E. Chadwick, Secretary, 
To R, Brutton^ Esq. 
Clerk to the Guardians^ bethnal Green, 


No. 4. 

Further Instructional Letter' as to Proceedings under the Parochial 

- Assessments Act. 

Poor Law Commission Office^ Somenet Hotue^ 
Gentlemen, I9th September, 1837. 

The Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales have, within 
the last few weeks, received various letters of inquiry from parish 
ofhcers and others, seeking further information with reference to the 
proceedings under the Parochial Assessments Act. 

The Commissioners, thinking it probable that similar doubts and 
difficulties have occurred to many other parish ofiicers, and possibly to 
Boards of Guardians, have deemed it advisable to circulate the follow- 
ing remarks as supplemental to their letter of the 2^pd of June« 
ult* 

1. The opinion of the Commissioners has frequently been asked as 
to what course should be fidopted, in the case of a parish in which there 
exists an assessment hitherto recognised as fair and satisfactory. 

The Commissioners conceive that such an assessment may, without 
much difficulty, be modified, so as to make it conformable to the 
principles laid down in the Parochial Assessments Act, in the following 
manner : — 

If the existing assessment purports to be made at one-half or two* 
thirds, or at any other definite proportion of the supposed annual value, 
it must be raised up to such supposed annual value, by the addition 
of the necessary proportionate part. Thus, if the assessment be made 
at one- half the supposed annual value, it must be doubled ; if at one<« 
third, it must be trebled ; if at two-thirds, an addition must be mado to 
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the assessed value of each property of one-half of the sum at which it 
stands assessed. 

Having thus corrected the scale of assessment, if it needs correction, 
the net annual value of each property, as required by the Paro(?hial 
Assessments Act, will be found by deducting from the supposed annual 
value derived from the assessment such sum as the parish officers in 
their judgment may deem equal to the average expenses of repairs and 
insurance, and such other annual expenses as are necessary on the part 
of the landlord to keep the property in its existing condition. 

Where the original assessment did not include the value of the tithe, 
as part of the gross value of the ratable property out of which the tithe 
issues, the assessment thus corrected will not include it ; and therefore 
no deduction for tithe commutation rent-charge will in such cases be 
necessary. 

The net annual value thus found should be inserted in the rate-book, 
in the column headed " Ratable Value." 

As regards the " gross estimated rental" required by the Act to be 
entered in the column in the rate-book prepared and headed for that 
purpose, the Commissioners have to observe, that where, as above- 
mentioned, the net annual value can be conveniently deduced from the 
existing assessment, the gross estimated rental of each property can be 
readily found by adding to the net annual value the items before-men- 
tioned, i, e., the expense of repairs, insurances, and the other expenses 
adverted to, and also the estimated tenant's rates and taxes payable 
in respect of the property. 

2. In several parishes in which the existing assessment has appeared 
to require alteration, a desire has been expressed that the parish officers 
should, with the aid of a small committee of rate-payers, assess the 
ratable property in the parish, and the Commissioners have been re- 
quested to authorize the payment of small incidental expenses, such as 
clerkage, stationery, &c., and to enable the parish officers and commit- 
tee to avail themselves of the occasional aid of a surveyor in points of 
difficulty. The Commissioners, believing that this mode of proceeding 
may tend to save expense and prevent litigation, have issued orders 
authorising it, and they are prepared to adopt a similar course on simi- 
lar applications, if the guardians of the Union in which the applying 
parish may be comprised recommend it. 

3. Where parish officers have applied for a new survey and valuation 
they have occasionally indicated the name of the surveyor whom the 
rate-payers wished to be consulted. The selection of this officer, how- 
ever, has been confided by the legislature to the guardians of the Unions, 
doubtless with a view to enable the guardians to appoint the same 
surveyors for the diffisrent parishes in the Union who may require such 
assistance, as well for the sake of establishing such an identity of prin- 
ciple of valuation and rating throughout the Unions, as also with the 
view of obtaining the services of surveyors on cheaper terms. 

In furtherance of these objects, and especially in reference to parishes 
in which it is contemplated to introduce the provisions of the Tithe 
Commutation Act, the Poor Law Commissioners would recommend 
that Boards of Guardians should place themselves in communication 
with the Tithe Commissioners for England and Wales, who, from the 
experience they have had in the proceedings taken imder the Tithe 
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Commutation Act, will probably be enabled to afford to the guardians 
valuable suggestions as to the best mode of obtaining the services of a 
competent surveyor on reasonable terms. 

4. The progress of the proceedings of the Tithe Commissioners, and 
the valuations and surveys which have been undertaken, or are likely 
to be commenced, under the provisions of the Tithe Commutation Act, 
have naturally led to the inquiry whether the survey and map cannot be 
made to answer both the purposes of that Act and of the Parochial 
Assessments Act. 

'The Poor Law Commissioners are very desirous to efiect this object, 
so far as the provisions of the Parochial Assessments Act will permit; 
and they would therefore recommend to the guardians that, in contract- 
ing with any surveyor to make a map of any parish in which the tithes 
are not already commuted, they should require the map to be made in 
the form and according to the instructions adopted and circulated by 
the Tithe Commissioners, so far as those directions are not solely ap- 
plicable to the special object of the Tithe Commutation Act. 

The Commissioners have transmitted copies of these directions to the 
various fioards of Guardians for England and Wales. 

5. In some cases in which the Commissioners have issued orders for 
a new valuation, a question has arisen as to the mode in which any 
rate should be made which may be necessary previous to the comple- 
tion of the valuation, and the Commissioners have been requested to 
suspend the peremptory operation of the Act. The Commissioners, 
however, having no power to direct any partial suspension of the Act, 
have recommended that, where it is probable that the valuation will be 
complete within a few months after the 29tb September, a rate should 
be made immediately previous to the 29th September in the manner 
and form in which it may hitherto have been made, and the rate be of 
sufficient amount to cover the expenses of the parish till the completion 
of the valuation. In such cases the rate might be collected in one or 
more portions and at intervals of time corresponding with the usual 
periods for making the rates. 

It should be observed that outgoing and incoming tenants would be 
rendered liable (under the 17th Geo. II., c. 38., sec. 12.) only to such 
portions of such provisional rates as are proportionate to the continuance 
of their respective occupations. 

In case, however, it should become necessary after the 29th of Sep- 
tember to make a rate, previously to the completion of the new survey 
and valuation, the churchwardens and overseers should correct the 
existing assessment to the best of their ability, so as to render it con- 
formable with the principles of the Parochial Assessments Act. This 
existing assessment, so corrected, being adopted as provisional and 
intermediate only, would probably not be the occasion of dispute and 
litigation, more especially if the parish officers were to call a vestry- 
meeting and obtain their concurrence thereto, or the assistance of a 
committee of ra.te-payers, and of the surveyor employed in the survey 
and valuation in progress, in correcting it. 

6. The foregoing observations apply to those points of a general 
nature arising out of the Parochial Assessments Act, which have been 
recently brought under the attention of the Commissioners, 
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The following special questions have been likewise pressed upon 
their notice :•— 

1st. Whether, in estimating the net annual value, the land-tax 
or sewer's rate, or other landlord's rates and taxes, are to be 
deducted ? 

2nd. As to the relative proportion in which lands and tithes are to 
be rated? 

3rd. As to the mode of rating public-houses and shops ? 

1st. With regard to the land-tax, sewer's-rate, and other landlord's 
rates and taxes, it will be perceived, by a reference to the first section 
of the Parochial Assessments Act, that it is only tenant's rates and 
taxes which are expressly authorized to be deducted, and that the only 
landlord's charges authorized to be deducted are the repairs, insurance, 
and other expenses, which may be necessary to maintain the property 
in a state to command the estimated rent. 

The Commissioners think that the express mention of these taxes 
and charges operates to prevent the deduction of any other landlord's 
rates or taxes. 

2nd. As respects the relative proportion in which lands and tithes are 
to be rated, it is to be observed that this question has, previously to the 
Parochial Assessments Act, been frequently the subject of legal con- 
troversy, and it is understood that the proviso at the end of the Ist sec- 
tion of the Parochial Assessments Act is intended to preserve to the 
tithe-owner the benefit of the decision in the case of the King v. Jod- 
drell (1 B and A. 403). 

That case decides that any profit accruing to the occupiers of land, 
after payment of rent and necessary outgoings beyond that which would 
repay the expense of cultivating lands, and which would compensate 
for the farmer's trouble and labour, and superintendence, ought to be 
included in the assessment ; and that, when (as might be done before 
the passing of the Assessments Act) a profit so accruing to the occupier 
was omitted in the rate, a proportionate remission should be made to 
the tithe-owner in rating the tithes» 

The Parochial Assessments Act, however, which prescribes the rent 
which might reasonably be expected to be obtained to be the criterion 
fo^ estimating ratable hereditaments generally, appears generally to 
exclude, in making of the estimate, the consideration of such ah occu- 
pier's profit as is referred to in the case. 

But if, after the estimate is made of ratable hereditaments (includ- 
ing the tithe according to the Parochial Assessments Act), there should 
appear to be a profit accruing to the occupier, of the kind described in 
the case, as that profit will not be rated under the Parochial Assess- 
ments Act, the tithe-owner would appear to be entitled to a deduction 
proportionate to that profit. 

3rd. In reference to the rating of public-houses, the Commissioners 
have to suggest that difficulties would be avoided by a close attention 
and a strict adherence to the directions of the Act ; that they should 
be assessed upon an estimate of the rent at which such houses might 
reasonably be expected to let from year to year, making the prescribed 
allowances and deductions^ 
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It is true that the annual value of a public -house, so estimated, 
would be greater than the annual value of another house of equal mag- 
nitude and cost of building, but it appears to be fully established by 
lavir that the additional value accidentally accruing to the house is 
a proper subject of rating. Upon this point the case of the King v, 
the Liverpool Exchange Proprietors (3 Nea and Man, 550 ; and 1 Ad, 
and E. 465) seems to be conclusive. It is there observed, that " the 
principle is established, that the advantages attendant upon a building, 
in respect either of its situation or of the mode of its occupation, are to 
be taken into the account in estimating its ratable annual value, when- 
ever these advantages would enable the owner of the building to let it 
at a higher rent than it would otherwise fetch." Care, however, must 
be taken in rating a public-house not to include the profits of the trade, 
nor the value of the goodwill of the trade, in the value of the public- 
house ; and, in order to avoid this error, it will be proper for the valuers 
to treat the goodwill as the personal property exclusively of the occupier* 

The preceding observations on the rating of public-houses are appli- 
cable to the rating of shops, and all property deriving an increased 
value from its special use. 

Signed, by order of the Board, 

George Coodb, Assistant Secretary. 
To the Guardians of Unions and Parishes^ 

and to the Churchwardens and Overseers 

of Parishes and Townships, 


No. 5. 

Circular Letter as to the Expenses of Valuations, .&c., under the 

Parochial Assessments Act. 

Poor Law Commission Office ^ 
Gentlemen, Somerset House ^ Jan,^ 1838. 

Several questions having recently been put to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners as to the most convenient manner of providing for and 
discharging the expenses of valuations, maps, and surveys, made under 
the orders of the Commissioners, issued under the authority of the 
Parochial Assessments Act, the Commissioners think it right to make 
and circulate the following observations, for the information of the 
guardians of Unions and of the other officers of Unions and parishes. 

The Act points out two modes of providing for these expenses,- — i, e., 
either by a separate rate, or by a charge on the rates. The first of these 
modes is evidently inapplicable, when the sum required is so large as 
to make it desirable that it should be paid by gradual instalments ; and, 
also, when the sum required is very small. In all cases, moreover, the 
adoption of this course will involve the parish officers, or paid officers, 
upon whom the making or collecting the rates may fall, in the addi- 
tional amount of labour which would be necessary for making a sepa- 
rate rate. 

The Commissioners are therefore of opinion that it will generally 
be found most advisable to provide for the payment of the expenses 
adverted to by the latter of the two modes pointed out, namely, by 
charging the rates. 
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Where the sum is small, it will ordinarily be found to be unnecessary 
to borrow the money ; and it will only be requisite for the guardians 
to come to a resolution according to the Form (A) hereunto annexed ; 
and to issue an order on the churchwardens and overseers of the pa- 
rish, according to the Form (B) hereunto annexed, as the case may 
require. 

When this mode of providing for the expenses of a valuation is 
adopted, they will not appear in the Union accounts, but the payment 
by the churchwardens and overseers should be entered in their quar- 
terly statement. No. 4, under the head of** Other Expenses,'* as a dis- 
tinct item, and should be included in the column *' Other Expenses," 
in the quarterly abstract. Form 12. But, in order that the Commis- 
sioners may be informed of the amounts so disbursed for the purposes 
of the surveys and valuations, the clerk should make a separate return 
of these amounts for each parish on the back of the quarterly abstract, 
Form 12. 

Where the sum required is large, the proper course will be to borrow 
the money either from the treasurer of the Union or from some private 
person willing to lend the same; and, as a security for the repayment 
thereof, with the interest due thereon, the guardians should execute a 
deed similar to Form (C) hereunto annexed. Such a deed would, it is 
conceived, require a mortgage-stamp. 

It may, nevertheless, sometimes be necessary, even when the sum is 
small, to borrow the money of the treasurer ; as, for example, in cases 
in which, although the sum is small, it is considerable as compared 
with the annual expenditure of the parish. In these cases, however, 
it is probable that the treasurer would not deem it indispensable to be 
furnished with a formal deed of charge, but would advance the sum 
required upon the faith of a resolution of the guardians drawn up ac- 
cording to Form (D). 

When the money is borrowed, it will be necessary for the guardians, 
from time to time, as the instalments and interest become due, to issue 
orders, according to Form (E) hereunto annexed, upon the church- 
wardens and overseers of the parish in respect of which it is borrowed. 

Where the money is borrowed, it should be placed to the credit of 
the guardians of the Union with the treasurer, and they should open 
two accounts in the Union ledger, one in the name of the party who 
advances the loan, the other under the head "Parish of A. — Valuation 
Loan." The money advanced by the lender, and the interest as it be- 
comes due, should be credited to the first of these accounts and debited 
to the second ; and as the instalments and interest are received from 
the parish, they should be paid to the lender by the guardians, and 
should be debited to his account, and credited to the account of the 
Valuation Loan. These instalments and interest must be entered by 
the churchwardens and overseers in their quarterly statement, No. 4, 
and be included in the quarterly abstract. No. 12, and be separately 
reported on the back thereof by the clerk, as is above directed respect- 
ing the valuation expenses, which are provided for as before mentioned, 
without having recourse to a loan. 

As these expenses, however, are matters which concern the individual 
parishes rather than the Union, and as the entries in the ledger are 
made principally for the purpose of ensuring an accurate adjustment 
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between the lender and the several parishes, no notice need for the 
present be taken of the Valuation Loans in the quarterly abstract. 
Form 11, until the Poor Law Commissioners shall otherwise direct 

Signed, by order otthe Board, 
To the Board of Guardians Edwin Chadwick, Secretary, 

of the Union. 


Resolved — That the valuation of the parish of having been 

completed, the costs thereof, amounting to the sum of , be 

hereby charged on the poor-rates of the said parish. 


B. 

To A. B.y &c. 

churchwardens and overseers of the parish of 
comprised in the Union. 

You are hereby authorized and required to pay on or before the day 

of from the poor-rates of the said parish, the following sums 

to the following persons respectively [here insert the particulars] ; which 
said sums, amounting in the whole to the sum of , are the 

costs of [a valuation] made of the messuages, lands, and other heredita- 
ments liable to poor-rates in the said parish, in pursuance of an order of the 
Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales, bearing date the 
day of 

C. 

This deed, made the day of • in the year of our 

Lord • by virtue of an Act passed in the Session held in 

the 6th and 7th years of the reign of his late Majesty King William the 
Fourth, intituled *' An Act to regulate Parochial Assessments,^' and in pur- 
suance of an order of the Poor Law Comfnissioners for England and Wales, 
bearing date the day of , in the year 

Witnesseth that the guardians of the poor of the Union, in the 

countv of , in consideration of the sum of 

to Esq., treasurer of the said Union, paid by M. N., of 

*^^ , for the purpose of defraying the costs of a [survey, valua- 
tion, and map] made of the messuages, lands, and other hereditaments 
liable to poor-rates in the parish of , do hereby charge the poor- 

rates, to be hereafter made within the said parish, with the payment to the 
said M. N., his executors, administrators, or assigns, of the said principal 
sum by the instalments following ; that is to say, [one-fifth on the 
day of , &c. &c. &c.] together with interest on the prin- 

cipal which shall from time to time remain due, after the rate of per cent. 

In witness whereof the said guardians have hereunto set their common 
seal the day and year first above written. 


D. 

Resolved— That the [valuation] of the parish of having 

been completed, the costs thereof, amounting to the sum of , 

be hereby charged on the poor-rates of the said parish, and that K. L., 
treasurer of the said Union, be requested to advance the same, to be repaid 
by instalments as follows, namely : — 

With interest on so much of the said sum as shall for the time being re- 
main unpaid, and that the guardians, upon the request of the said K.L., do 
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execute the necessary instruments for securing the payment of the said 
instalments and interest. 



churchwardens and overseers of the parish of , in ^ may' be) 

the county of , comprised in the instalment 

Union. ^- ;?**»« 

You are hereby authorised and required to pay to K. L., 
treasurer of the Union, at , on the 

day of • the sum of 

from the poor-rates of the said parish, for the purpose of *Jj^*y««^» ^- 
enabling the guardians of the said Union to pay the in- „Sof"ie. 
stalment and interest mentioned in the margin, which will up to the 

then be due to in respect of the sum of *^*y°' 

lent by the said to the guardians Total . . ^179 

of the said Union, for defraying the costs of a [survey, va- 
luation, and map] made of the messuages, lands, and other 
hereditaments liable to poor-rates in the said parish of 

, in pursuance of an order of the roor Law 
Commissioners for England and Wales, bearing date the 

day of 


] 


No. 6. 

Instructional Letter to Boards of Guardians, and to the Glerks 
and Auditors of Unions, as to payments under the Acts for the Re- 
gistration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages. 

Poor Law Commission Office^ 
Gentlemen, Somerset House, January^ 1838. 

The Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales, having re- 
cently received various letters from clerks to Boards of Guardians and 
auditors of Unions, inquiring from what fond and in what manner pay* 
ments under the Acts for the Registration of Births, Deaths, and Mar- 
riages should be made and charged ; and having given this subject their 
attentive consideration, have arrived at the following conclusions : — 

1 . That the expenses incurred by the guardians of a Union, in pro- 
viding and upholding a register-ofBce, are to be charged in the same 
way, to the several parishes of the Union, as the expenses of providing 
and upholding a workhouse, that is, in proportion to their respective 
declared averages. 

2. That the cost of register-books of births and of deaths, and forms 
of certified copies thereof, and of marriage notice-books, and of mar- 
riage register-books, and forms of certified copies thereof, should in the 
first instance be paid to the superintendent registrar by the guardians 
out of the Union funds, and (except as is mentioned in Note A) should 
subsequently be charged to the several parishes in the Union, in propor- 
tion to their respective declared averages. 

3. That the registrar's fees for births and deaths should be paid in 
the first instance by the guardians out of the fiinds of the Union, and 
should subsequently be charged to the several parishes of the Union in 
which such births and deaths have respectively occurred. 

4. That the sums which the superintendent registrar shall have paid 
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to the clergymen of parishes in the Union, for entries contained in 
the certified copies of entries in the marriage register-books, should be 
paid to the supenQtendent registrar in the first instance by the guar- 
dians out of the funds of the Union, and should subsequently be charged 
to the several parishes in which the celebration of the marriages shall 
have respectively taken place. 

5. Where an extra-parochial place, not maintaining its own. poor, and 
not included in any Union for Poor Law purposes, is annexed to a 
Union for the purposes of registration, it does not appear that there is 
any provision in the Registration Acts authorizing the guardians of 
such Union to charge upon such extra-parochial place any portion of 
the expenses of providing or upholding the registry-^ office, or of the 
books of forms, or of the fees which the guardians may have paid to 
such registrar in respect to the number of births and deaths which shall 
have occurred in such extra-parochial place ; all these expenses and fees, 
therefore, will fall on the other parishes of such Union. 

This will take effect as follows : As regards the expenses of the re- 
gistry-office, and of the books and forms, the whole will be charged to 
the several parishes of the Union in proportion to their respective de- 
clared averages ; as regards the fees which shall have been paid in 
respect of the extra-parochial place, the amount of these should likewise 
be charged to the several parishes of the Union in proportion to their 
respective declared averages. 

Note A.->There is an exception, however, in the ccise of marriage 
register-books and certified copies, furnished to the officers of 
Quakers meeting-houses and synagogues, which are to be paid 
for by those officers. 

The foregoing expenses and charges should be entered in distinct 
temporary books of account, until the Poor Law Commissioners shall 
otherwise direct, and it will be proper to distinguish them into two 
classes. 

The first class, which may be described under the title ** Registration 
Office, Books, Forms, and Incidental Expenses," should comprise all 
sums paid by the guardians and repaid by the parishes, — 

1. Por providing and upholding the registry-office. 

2. For register-books of births and deaths, and forms of cer- 

tified copies thereof. 

3. For marriage notice-books, marriage register-books, and 

forms of certified copies thereof (except as is mentioned 
in the Note A). 

4. For fees in respect of such extra-parochial places (if any) 

as above mentioned. 

The other class may be entitled '* Registration Fees," and should 
comprise all the fees paid to the registrars by the guardians, and also the 
sums repaid by the guardians to the superintendent registrar, which he 
may have paid to the clergymen for entries in the certified copies of 
entries in the marriage register-books as before mentioned. 

It will be necessary that the registrars should so make out their 
accounts as to enable the guardians of the Union duly to charge the 
respective parishes ; and if a registrar's district comprises more than 
one parish, his account should distinguish the number of births and 
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deaths which have taken place in each of the parishes comprised within 
his district ; and, as the first twenty entries are charged on a higher scale 
than subsequent entries, the registrar's account should show the respective 
parishes' to which such twenty entries relate. 

The account so made out should be verified and signed by the super- 
intendent registrar, which will be an authority to the guardians for its 
discharge. 

So also the superintendent registrar's account of the sums which he 
may have paid to clergymen for entries in the certified copies of entries 
in the marriage registry-books, should be made out so as to show in 
respect of what parishes the sums have been paid. 

Signed, by order of the Board, 

Edwin Chadwigr, Secretary. 

No. 7. 

Orders and Regulations issued by the Poor Law Commissioners for 
England and Wales, for the Guidance and Government of the Boards 
of Guardians of the several Unions in Lancashire and the West Riding" 
of Yorkshire, 

To all to whom these presents shall come, We, the Poor Law Com- 
missioners for England and Wales, send greeting. 

Whereas, in pursuance of the powers given to us, in and by an Act 
passed in the fourth and fiflh years of the reign of His late Majesty King 
William the Fourth, intituled, ** An Act for the Amendment and better 
Administration of the Laws relating to the Poor in England and Wales," 
We, the Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales, appointed 
under the said Act, did, by an order under our hands and seal, bearing 
date the day of , order and declare that the town- 

ships and places named in the margin of the said order, which are 
situated in the county of , being the same which are 

now named in the margin at the foot of this page, should, on the 
day of , be, and thenceforth remain, united for the adminis- 

tration of the laws for the relief of the poor : And further, that on the 
day of , and in every subsequent year, on the first 

Thursday after the twenty-fifth day of March, and in the manner therein 
mentioned, the said townships and places should respectively elect a 
guardian or guardians for the said Union. 

And whereas a Board of Guardians of the said Union has already 
been elected and established in pursuance of the said order, and the 
said Board have proceeded to the election of their clerk, but have not, 
as yet, been directed to assume the administration of relief to the poor 
in the said Union. 

And whereas, by the said Act it is provided, that the Poor Law Com- 
missioners shall prescribe the duties of guardians, and shall also, as and 
when they shall see fit, direct the guardians of any Union to appoint 
such paid officers, with such qualifications as the said Commissioners 
shall think necessary, for superintending or assisting in the administra- 
tion of the relief and employment of the poor, either within or out of 
a workhouse, and for the examining and auditing, allowing or disallow- 
ing of accounts in such Union, and otherwise carrying the provisions of 
the said Act into execution : and the said Commissioners are thereby 
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empowered to define and specify, and direct the execution of the re- 
spective duties, and determine the continuance in office or dismissal of 
such paid officers, and the amount and nature ofthe security to be given 
by, and regulate the amount of salaries payable to, such officers respect- 
ively, and the time and mode of payment thereof. 

Now know ye that, in pursuance of the said provisions of the said 
Act, We, the said Poor Law Commissioners, do hereby order, direct, and 
declare, that — 

1. Upon and from, and after the day of , the 
ordering and directing of relief to the poor ofthe several townships and 
places comprised in the Union, constituted by the order hereinbefore 
recited, and the building, hiring, and providing of any workhouse, poor- 
housei or other premises for the reception and maintenance ofthe poor, 
and the altering, improving, or enlarging the same, or any other exist- 
ing workhouse or poorhouse within the said Union, and the regulation 
and management thereof, and the hiring or purchasing of land for such 
workhouse or workhouses, or for the employment of the poor, shall ap- 
pertain and belong to the guardians ofthe said Union ; subject, however, 
in all cases, to the powers of the Poor Law Commissioners for the time 
being, and such orders, regulations, rules, and directions as are herein 
contained, or as may hereafter be issued by the said Commissioners ; 
and saving and excepting such powers and authorities as in the afore- 
said Act are given or reserved to justices of the peace and overseers of 
the poor. 

2. No guardian shall have power to act in virtue of such office, ex- 
cept as a member, and at a meeting of the said Board of Guardians, 
and except as hereinafter is provided with reference to summoning extra- 
ordinary meetings of the guardians, and except also as in the aforesaid 
Act is excepted. 

3. All the powers and authorities hereby or by the said Act granted 
to or vested in such guardians, shall and may from time to time be exer- 
cised by the guardians who shall attend at any meeting to be 
holden as is herein directed ; but no act of any such meeting, except for 
the purpose of adjourning the same, shall be valid, unless three guar- 
dians at least shall be present and concur therein. 

4. The guardians shall at the first meeting after every annual elec- 
tion of guardians elect out of the whole number of guardians a chair- 
man and a vice-chairman, who shall continue to act as such until the 
next annual election of guardians shall take* place ; and at every meet- 
ing during the year the chairman, or in his absence the vicf-chairman, 
shall preside ; and if at any meeting the chairman and vice-chairman 
shall be absent, the guardians present shall elect a chairman of that 
meeting ; and in case the chairman or vice-chairman shall die or resign 
before the expiration of his year'of office, the guardians shall, within one 
month after the occurrence of the vacancy, elect some other guardian 
to be chairman or vice-chairman in his place, as the case may be ; and 
when there shall be an equal number of votes upon any question, 
including the vote of the presiding chairman, he shall have a casting 
vote. 

Meetings of the Board of Gtmrdians. 

5. The first meeting of the guardians to be holden in pursuance of 
this order shall be held at , on the day 
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of , and shall commence at D'clock in the fore- 

noon, at which meeting every g^rdian is hereby required to attend ; 
but if three guardians be present at such meeting, the non-attendance 
of the remainder shall not invalidate the proceedrngs of such meeting'. 

6. The guardians shall meet once at the least in every week for the 
execution of their duties, and shall, at their first meeting, to be holden 
as aforesaid, determine upon some fixed day of the week, and some 
fixed hour between eight o'clock in the forenoon and two o'clock in the 
afternoon, for holding such weekly meetings, and also on some conve- 
nient place for holding the same. 

7. Notice of the first of the said weekly meetings, and of the 
place, day, and hour fixed for holding the same, shall be given in 
manner hereinafter directed; but it shall not be necessary to give notice 
of any other than the first of such weekly meetings. 

8. If three guardians be not present at any weekly or other meeting, 
the guardian or guardians who shall be present shall adjourn the same 
to the next day of weekly meeting, or to such other day previous 
to the next weekly meeting as he or they shall think fit; and 
thereupon the clerk shall make an entry in the minute-book of the ad- 
journment, and of the cause thereof; and in case no guardian shall 
attend, the clerk shall make an entry of such failure of attendance ; pro- 
vided that, in either case, one hour and no more shall be allowed to 
elapse from the time fixed for the commencement of the meeting before 
any such eutry be made as is above directed. 

9. The majority of the guardians present at any weekly meeting 
may, if necessary, adjourn the same to the day of the next weekly 
meeting, or to such oUier day previous to the next weekly meeting as 
they may think fit. 

10. Any two guardians, by a notice in writing according to the Form 
A hereto annexed, may direct the clerk to the Board of Guardians to 
summon an extraordinary meeting of the Board at any time by such 
notice as hereinafter is mentioned. 

11. Notice of the first weekly meeting of the guardians, and notice 
of adjournment of a weekly or other meeting*, and notice of an extra- 
ordinary meeting, shall be given in writing according to the Forms B, 
C, and D, hereto annexed, and signed by the clerk to the Board oi 
Guardians ; and two days at least before the day upon which the meet- 
ing to which such notice relates is to take place, the clerk to the Board 
of Guardians shall give or cause to be given to each guardian resident 
within the Union, or cause to be left at his place of abode, a copy of 
such notice. 

12. If any case of emergency shall arise, requiring that a meeting of 
the guardians should immediately take place, they or any three of them 
may meet, and act as if a regular notice had been given ; and may take 
such case into consideration, and give order therein, provided always 
that such order shall only be valid and have effect until the next weekly 
meeting of the Board of Guardians. 

Proceedings of the Board > 

13. At each weekly meeting of the Board of Guardians the business 
shall be conducted in the following order: — 

, Firstly. They shall read over the minutes of the preceding weekly 
meeting, and of any extraordinary meeting which shall have been held 
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during' ihe preceding' week, and cause an entry of the same having been 
so read to be made in the minutes. 

Secondly* They shall dispose of such business as may have arisen 
out of the minutes so read, and give the necessary directions thereon. 

Thirdly. They shall consider and decide upon, and give the necessary 
directions respecting, all applications virhich shall have been made since 
the last meeting, and also respecting the amount and nature of relief to 
be given or continued to the paupers upon the books of the townships 
or places in the said Union, or within any of the workhouses thereof, 
until the next weekly meeting, or during such other time as such relief 
may be deemed to be necessary. 

Fourthly. They shall hear and consider any applications for relief 
which may be made at the existing meeting; but no such application 
shall be heard, unless the person making it shall have previously applied 
to the relieving officer for the township or place from which such per- 
son shall claim relief. 

Fifthly. They shall determine the kind of work to be performed by 
the paupers, either in or out of the workhouse. 

SixtbJy. They shall examine the books and accounts of the several 
relieving officers, receive reports on the state of the workhouse or work- 
houses of the Union, and give all needful directions thereon. 

Seventhly. They shall give the necessary directions to the overseers 
of the several townships and places in the Union, for providing such 
sums as may be requisite for the relief of the poor of such townships 
or places, and for defraying such proportion of the general expenses of 
the Union as shall be lawfully chargable on such townships or places, 
respectively. 

Eighthly. They shall give the necessary directions to the overseers or 
assistant-overseers of the several townships or places in the Union, 
touching all orders of removal or appeals against the same, and also 
touching all proceedings to be taken in reference to bastard children 
and the putative fathers and mothers thereof. 

Ninthly. The guardians present, or the presiding chairman in their 
behalf, shall sign the minutes of the proceedings. 

Appoiniment of Treasurer, Amstant Overseers, and Relieving 

Officers. 

14. At the first meeting of the guardians to be holden as aforesaid, 
or within one month after the same, the guardians shall appoint a fit 
and proper person to be treasurer to the said Union, and shall also ap- 
point such and so many competent person or persons as the said Board 
of Guardians shall think fit, to be a relieving officer or relieving officers 
of the said Union, and shall appoint such and so many competent person 
or persons as the said Board shall think fit to be an assistant-overseer 
or assistant-overseers of all or any of the townships or places in the 
said Union, and shall likewise determine the townships or places for 
which each such relieving officer and assistant-overseer shall act ; and 
in case and so often as any person so appointed shall die, or resign, or 
be removed, the said Board of Guardians shall, as soon as conveniently 
may be after the death, resignation, or removal, proceed in like manner 
to a new appointment ; and the. persons appointed to the several offices 
of treasurer, relieving officer, and assistant-overseer^ shall give bonds for 
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the proper dischargee of their duties, with such conditions annexed as the 
guardians may require. 

1 5. The salary of the clerk shall be £ , and the salaries of the 
treasurer, relieving officer, and assistant-overseers, shall be such as 
the guardians shall think fit, subject nevertheless to the approbation of 
the Poor Law Commissioners ; provided also, that, inasmuch as the an- 
nual salary of the clerk will commence only from the date of this order, 
it shall be lawful for the Board of Guardians to remunerate him for the 
services already performed by him as clerk, by such an allowance, to 
be charged upon the common fund of the Union, as they shall deem 
reasonable and proper. 

16. If the clerk or any relieving officer, or assistant-overseer, shall be 
at any time prevented by sickness or accident from the performance of 
his duties, the 6oard of Guardians may appoint a competent person to 
act as his temporary substitute. 

17. No person shall be chosen a relieving officer unless he will un- 
dertake to reside in one of the townships or places for which he may be 
appointed to act, and to devote his whole time to the employment, not 
following any other trade or profession whatever. 

Duties of the Clerk, 

) 8. The following shall be the duties of the clerk : — 

Firstly. To attend all meetings of the guardians, and to enter punc- 
tually into a book, at every meeting, the minutes of all the proceedings 
thereat, which minutes shall be submitted to the presiding chairman 
of the same for his signature. 

Secondly. To keep all such accounts, books of accounts, minutes, 
books, and other memoranda, as the Board of Guardians may think 
necessary, and as the Poor Law Commissioners may require. 

Thirdly. To conduct the correspondence of the Board of Guardians 
according to their directions ; and to make all necessary copies thereof, 
and preserve the same, and all letters and documents belonging to the 
Union. 

Fourthly. To give such notices of adjourned and other meetings of 
the sfuardians as hereinbefore are mentioned. 

Fifthly. To assist the Board of Guardians, or any committee thereof, 
in the examination of all disputed cases of settlement, in which any one 
or more of the townships or places in the Union shall be directly or 
indirectly interested or concerned. 

Sixthly. Generally to observe and fulfil all lawful orders and direc- 
tions of the Board of Guardians, and likewise the rules, orders, and 
regulations already or to be hereafter issued by the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners. 

Duties of the Relieving Officers, 

19. The following shall be the duties of each relieving officer ;— 

Firstly. He shall attend all weekly meetings of the guardians, and all 
other meetings, when summoned for that purpose. 

Secondly. He shall receive all applications for relief, and examine 
into the merits and circumstances of each case» and report the same to 
the Board at their next weekly meeting. 

Thirdly. In cases of sudden and urgent necessity^ he shall give such 
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temporary relief as each case shall require, eilher by an order of admis- 
sion to the workhouse, or by affording relief out of the house, in articles 
of absolute necessity, but not in money ; whether the applicant for 
relief be settled in any township or place comprised in the Union or 
not. 

Fourthly. In any case of sickness or accident, requiring instant 
medical relief^ in which the same shall not have been already provided 
by the overseers or assistant-overseers of the township or place liable 
to provide the same, the relieving officer shall procure medical assist- 
ance forthwith ; and shall also furnish such relief, in or out o^ the work- 
house, as the case, upon his own view, or upon the certificate of the 
medical attendant, may appear to require. 

Fifthly. He shall keep a separate, full, and true account of all 
moneys received and disbursed by him, for or on account of the relief 
of the poor of each township for which he shall be appointed to act, 
and also of all articles received and given out by him for the relief of 
the out-door poor, and balance such account weekly, and present the 
same for inspection and approval at the meeting of the guardians. 

Sixthly. He shall report to the Board of Guardians, at their weekly 
meeting, all cases in which relief shall have been given by the overseers 
of the poor of any township or place for which he shall be appointed to 
act. 

Seventhly. He shall keep a book, in which he shall enter the name 
of, and other particulars relating to, the paupers relieved out of the 
workhouse, and the amount of relief afforded to them respectively ; and 
produce such book for the inspection of the guardians at every weekly 
meeting of the Board. 

Eighthly. Once in every quarter of a year, as soon as conveniently 
may be after the respective days following — namely, Lady-day, Mid- 
summer-day, Michaelmas-day, and Christmas-day, he shall make out 
a list, according to Form £, for each of the townships or places for 
which he may be appointed to act, of the persons who have received 
relief during the previous quarter, and of the relief aiOTorded them in or 
out of the workhouse, and shall affix copies of such lists respectively 
upon the principal doors of the churches and chapels of the townships 
or places for which such lists are made; which copies shall remain so 
affixed for three successive Sundays. 

Ninthly. Generally he shall observe and fulfil all lawful orders and 
directions of the Buard of Ghiardians, and likewise the rules, orders, 
and regulations already or to be hereafter issued by the Poor Law Com- 
missioners. 

20. — Duiitis of Overseers of the Poor and Assistant- Overseers, 

Firstly. The overseers of the poor of every township or place in the 
Union shall make, assess, and collect all rates which shall be necessary 
for the relief of the poor, and for defraying all other charges and ex- 
penses which by law now are, or hereafter may be, chargeable on the 
same; and shall duly and properly satisfy all such charges and 
expenses ; and shall, at the end of each quarter, submit to the order of 
the Union a distinct account and balance^heet, exhibiting the amounft 
80 collected, and the amount so disbursed. 

Secondly. They ^hall from time to time pay over firom the rates so 
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collected all such uims as, by the authority of the Board of Guardians^ 
expressed to them in writing, according^ to the Form L, hereunto 
annexed, signed by the presiding chairman of any meeting* and two 
other goarcuans present at the same, and countersigned by the clerk, 
shall be dii^ected to be provided from the poor-rates of their respective 
townships or places for the necessary relief of the poor thereof, and tor 
defraying such proportion of the general expenses of the Union as shall 
be lawfully chargeable on such townships or places respectively ; and 
shall pay over such sums to such person or persons, at such times 
and places as by the same authority shall be directed, and shall take 
such pers6n*8 receipt for the same, and shall produce such authority 
and such receipt as their vouchers for those payments before the auditor 
of the Union in passing their quarterly accounts. 

Thirdly. They shall provide^ at the expense of the township or place, 
a Rate-hook, according to the Form H, hereunto annexed ; and shall 
duly and punctually make the entries therein of the several matters 
mentioned in the headings of the several columns of the said form ; and 
every rate for the relief of the poor in such township or place, and 
the allowance of such rate by the justices, shall be recorded in the said 
rate-book. 

Fourthly. If any overseer of the poor of any township or place in 
this Union shall, in any case of suddeil and urgent necessity, deem it 
right that temporary relief should be afforded in articles of necessity, 
such overseer shall, if possible, cause the same to be given by the 
relieving officer for such township or place ; but if the overseer shall 
give such relief himself, he shall forthwith report the same in writing to 
the relieving officer. 

Fifthlv. If any overseer of the poor of any township or place in this 
Union shall be ordered, under the 54th section of the Po(»r Law Amend- 
ment Act, to give temporary relief in articles of absolute necessity, but 
not in money, to any poor person not settled nor usually residing in the 
township or place, and shall give such temporary relief accordingly, he 
shall forthwith report the same in writing to the relieving officer for 
such township or place. 

Sixthly. If any overseer of the poor of any township or place in this 
tTnion shall receive an order directing relief to be given to any person 
(duly certified, under the hand and seal of one of the signing justices, 
to be of his own knowledge wholly unable to work), without requiring 
that such person shall reside in «ny workhouse, he shall forthwith trans- 
mit the same to the relieving officer of his township or place, to be laid 
before the Board of Guardians at their next meeting, that the Board 
of Guardians may be enabled without delay to give to the relieving 
officer the necessary directions as to the amount and nature of the relief 
to be given. 

Seventhly. The overseers of the poor of the several townships or 
places in tlus union are hereby enjoined, in all things where their aid 
may be necessary or required by the sakl guardians, or by any leUeTiag 
officer acting under the directions of the said guardians, to give their 
aid in carrymg the orders of the said guardians into effect, and generally 
lo observe and fulfil all Uiwful orders and direetiona of the Board of 
Guardians, and likewise the rules, orders, and regulationSf already or to 
be hereafter issi;^ by the Poor Iaw ComnusaioiieiB. 
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The duty of assistant-oTerseer i^all be to assist the overseers of each 
township or place for which he shall be appointed, in the execution of 
all the duties hereinbefore prescribed, and of all other duties which by 
any Act of Parliament have already been, or hereafter may be, assigned 
to overseers of the poor; provided always that, if it should appear 
necessary to the guardians in any case to appoint more than one assist- 
ant-overseer for any one township or place, the guardians shall deter- 
mine the duties to be performed by each such assistant-overseer. 

Relief. 

il. The guardians shall administer relief to the poor according to 
the provisions of the statute 43 Eliz., cap. 2, and all other statutes 
relating to the relief of the poor which are or shall be at any time in 
force and subsisting; and they shall assume the administration of relief 
in the several townships and places in the Union, at such times re- 
spectively, and in such order, as they shall deem fittitig and convenient, 
and shall give due notice thereof to the overseers of the poor of the said 
several townships respectively ; and, untit the receipt of such notice, 
the overseers of the poor of each township shall continue in the admi- 
nistration of relief to the poor as heretofore, provided that from and 
after the day of , the relief of the poor of all the 

townships and places in the Union shall be brought uader the control 
and direction of the guardians, saving and excepting such powers and 
authorities as are reserved by the Act of Parliament aforesaid to justiees 
of the peace and overseers of the poor.. 

Medical Relief. 

22« The guardians may, from such period as they shall think prope? , 
agree with some competent person or persons, duly licensed to practise 
as a medical man or medical men, to be the medical officer or officers of 
the said Union for the ensuing year, and to attend duly and punctually 
upon all paupers falling sick within the limits of the Union, either in 
the workhouse or otherwise, and to supply such sick paupers with all 
necessary medicines and appliances whatsoever ; but such agpreement 
shall not, unless it contain a special proviso to that effect, bind the 
medical officer to attend any persons or the families of any persons who 
shall not, at the time of making the same, have been in the receipt 
of parochial relief ; but in case any such persons shall be attended by 
order of the Board of Guardians, or other parties competent to give 
such order, the cost of such attendance shall be debited to the account 
of the township or place liable to the same, whether such attendance 
have been given by a medical officer of the Union or by any other 
person. 

23. The medical officer shall, in every case, when required by the 
guardians, or the relieving officer, or by the pauper On wrhora he is 
attending, give a certificate under his hand of the sickness of such 
pauper, or other cause of the attendance of such medical officer, the 
extent and nature of such sickness at the time of giving such certificate, 
and its probable duration, and such other particulars as may show how 
far the applicant is prevented from attending to his usual calling. 

24* The medical officer shall give all necessary directions as to the 
diet, classification, and treatment of siek and lunatie paupers, and shall 
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provide the requisite medicines, and make up in writing, in the form 
and according: to the instructions in Form F, a Register of the sickness 
and mortality which may have prevailed amongst the paupers under 
his care. 

25. The medical officer shall make a weekly return to the Board of 
Guardians, in a book prepared according to the Form G, hereunto 
annexed ; in which book he shall also insert the date of every attend- 
ance at the workhouse, and make any reports relative to the sickness 
prevalent within his district, which the Board of Guardians or the Poor 
Law Commissioners may require ; and shall attend the Board of 
Guardians when summoned by them for that purpose. 

Relief by way of Loan. ' 

26. Any relief, or the cost price thereof, which the Board of Guar- 
dians shall, after due consideration of the circumstances of the case, 
think fit to give by way of loan, shall be considered as a loan to the 
person so relieved, and shall be recoverable as such under the provi- 
sions of the Poor Law Amendment Act. 

Purchase of Provisions and other Articles, 

27. The Board of Guardians shall order and direct the purchasing 
of the supplies of breads flour, and meat, and other articles required for 
use in the workhouse, or for the relief of the paupers out of the work- 
house, in such manner as may appear to the Guardians best calculated 
to prevent imposition, and to promote economical management ; and 
with this view, such purchases shall, so far as circumstances will allow, 
be made upon tenders, after public advertisement in one county news- 
paper at least. 

Accounts. 

28. The guardians shall, at their first weekly meeting, or within one 
month of the same, appoint a competent person to be auditor of the 
accounts, and immediately report such appointment to the Poor Law 
Commissioners ; and such auditor shall, four times in every year, that 
is to say, within thirty days of each of the following days, namely. 
Lady-day, Midsummer day, Michaelmas-day, and Christmas-day, ex- 
amine and audit, allow or disallow, the accounts of the said Union, and 
of the several townships or places comprised therein, according to the 
laws in force for the time being for the administration of the relief of 
the poor : . and the said auditor, having audited the quarterly account, 
shall with his own hand write a certificate of such audit at the foot of 
such account, according to the Form K, hereunto annexed; and such 
accounts, so audited, allowed, and certified, shall be open at all rea- 
sonable times to the inspection of the rate-payers of the township or 
place to which such accounts relate. 

29. The auditor shall receive for the performance of his duty such 
sum as the Board of Guardians, with the consent of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, shall determine : and the auditor so appointed shall 
remain in office (unless he shall previously die or resign) until he be 
removed therefrom by the said Commissioners, or by the said Board 
of Guardians, with the consent in writing of the said Commissioners; 
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and, in either of such cases, another auditor shall be in like manner 
appointed. 

Given under our hands and seal, this day of 

in the year One thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven. 

(Signed) T. Frankland Lewis, 


To the Overseers of the Poor of the several 
toivnships and places comprised within 
the Union^ and to the Board of Guar- 
dians of the said Union. 


J. G. S. Lefevre, 
George Nicholls. 


FORMA. 
Requisition for an Extraordinary Meeting of Guardians. 

To the Clerk to the Guardians of the Union. 

Sir, 

Wb, the undersigned, being two of the Guardians of the Poor of 
the Union, do hereby require and direct you to summon an 

extraordinary meeting of the Guardians of the said Union, to be holden at 

, on , the day of 183 , 

at o'clock in the forenoon, to take into consideration [set out the 

motion]. 

>Guardians. 


FORM B. 

Notice of First WeeMy Meeting, 

ToA.B. Guardian of the Poor of the 

Union. 
Sir, 

You are hereby informed that the First Weekly Meeting of the 
Board of Guardians of the Union will take place at 

, on , the day of 

183 , at o'clock in the forenoon, for the transaction of business ; 

and that meetings of the said board will be held at the same place on 

in every week, at the same hour of in tne forenoon. ' 

, Clerk to the Board of Guardians 

of the Union. 


Sir, 


FORM C. 
Notice of an Adjourned Meeting qf Guardians. 


This is to give you notice that an Adjourned Meeting of the Guar- 
dians of the Poor of the Union will be held at 

on the day of , 183 , 

to take into consideration [set out the motion] ; which meeting you are 
hereby requested to attend. 

, Clerk to the Board of Guardians 

of the Union. 
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FORM D. 

Notke qf Extraordinary Meeting of Guardians^ 


Sir, 

I AH directed by C. D. and E. F., two of the Guardians of the Poor 
of the Union, to summon an Extraordinary Meeting of Uie 

Guardians of the said Union at on 

the day of , 183 , at o^clook in the 

forenoon, to take into consideration [set out the motion] ; which meeting 
you are hereby requested to attend. 

, Clerk to the Board of Guardians of 

the Union. 


FORM E. 

UNION. 
List of Persons relieved during the Quarter ending , by 

Order of the Board of Guaraiant, and in conformity to 4 and 6 Wm. IV . 
c. 76. 


Name. 

Age. 

Calling. 

Residence. 

• 

Cause of 

requiring 

Relief. 

Amount of Relief out of the 

Workhouse given during the 

last Quarter. 

If in the 
Worlt- 
hottse. 

In Money. 

In Kind. 

Total. 

Number 
of Days. 









1 


FORM F. 


Folio. 


Name 

of 
Patient. 


Age. 


Oocu- 
patioa 


Place of 
Residence 
at the time 

when at- 
tacked by 

Disease. 


Name 
of Dis- 
ease. 


Known 

or sup 

posed 

Cause 

of the 

Disease. 


Day of 
Com- 
mence- 
ment. 


mmmm 


Treatment, 

ineluding 

Medicines 

adminis-' 

tered. 


Day of 
Termi- 
nation 
of Dis- 
e»se. 


Event. 


Observa' 
tions. 


FORM G. 


Name. 

Age. 

In- 
door. 

Out- 
dour. 

of 
Difease. 

Days when attended. 

Wine and other 

NeoeMariee 

orderad to be 

given to the 

Palieut. 

Observa- 
tions. 

S. 

M. 

T. 

W. 

Tb. 

P. 

Sat 

« 

- 










* 



Days when attended at the Workhouse. ^ \ 
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FORM H. 
Rate-Book. 


i 

o 
O 

It 


9 

i 

O 

6 
2 


i 
I 


I 




£' 


US 


Name of 

the House, 

Lands, or 

Premises, 

or sitaaiaen 

thereof. 


I- 


£.;t. 


S-9 

til 


d, £. t. d. 


I 




iC t, d, 


11 


£. s. 


'. £. <. d 


£. i.\ d. 




8 


FORM K. 
Certifieaie 0/ Auditor* 


I have examined all the items in this account, and compared them with 
the vouchers, and I do hereby certify and declare that every entry allowed 
by me is correct, and in conformity with the statute now existing for the 
relief of the poor in England and Wales. 


•"— r 


the 


, Auditor of 
Union. 


FORM L. 


Union. 


To A. B. and 0. P., Churchwardens and Overseers [or Overseers, 
09 the case may he"] of the Parish [or Township, aa the case 
may he"]. 
You are hereby authorised and directed to pay to F. G. 
of on the day of 

at the sum of 

pounds, shillings, and 

pence, from the poor-rates of the said parish [or township, (u the case may 
be\ towards the relief of the poor thereof, and towards defraying such pro- 
portion of the general expenses of the Union as is lawfully chargeable on 
the said parish [or township, as the ease may he]p and you shall take the 
receipt of the said F. G. for the said sum of £ 

Given under our hands, at a meeting of the Guardians of the 
said Union, held on the day of 

183 . 

(Signed) X. Y., Presiding Ghairman, 

U.'V.* }^u^^ukn>- 
(Countersigned) 

R. S., Clerk to the Board of Guardians 
of the Union, 


*ExplaMUion, 

By the 26th section of the Poor Law Amendment Act it is provided, 
that when any Union of parishes or townships is made, each parish or 
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tov^nship shall still continue liable for the maintenance of its own poor, 
whether relieved in or out of any workhouse. 

The averages, therefore, which form the subject of the following order, 
can only be applied to the salaries of Union officers, the rent, &c., of the 
common workhouse or workhouses, and to such other expenses as are for 
the common benefit of the Union, but not to the maintenance or relief of 
the poor. A distinct and separate account of the expense of maintaining: 
its own poor will be kept for each township, as well as of the expenditure 
of all Slims which it may be called upon to contribute to the common fund 
of the Union. 

Union. 


To the Board of Guardians of the Union, 

in the count of To the Clerk 

or Clerks to the Justices of Petty Sessions held for the Division 
or Divisions of the said Count in which- the Townships and 

places comprised, in the said Union are situate ; and to all others 
whom it may concern. 

Whereas, in pursuance of the powers given to us in and by an Act 
passed in the fourth and fifth years of the reijrn of his late Majesty 
King William the Fourth, intituled " An Act for the Amendment and 
better Administration of the Laws relating to the Poor in England and 
Wales/' We, the Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales, 
appointed under the said Act, did, by an order under our hands and 
seal, bearing date the day of 183 , 

order and declare that the townships and places named in the margin 
of the said order, which are situated in the count of , 

being the townships and places named in the margin of this page, 
should, on the .day of , be and 

tlienceforth remain united for the administration of the laws for the 
relief of the poor. 

And whereas it is by the said Act enacted, that when any Union of 
parishes, for the administration of the laws for the relief of the poor, 
shall be made, under the provisions of the said Act, it shall be lawful 
for the said Poor Law Commissioners, and they are thereby required, 
from time to time, by such means and in such manner as they may 
think fit, to inquire into and ascertain the expense incurred by each 
parish proposed to form part of such Union, for the relief of the poor 
belonging to such parish, whether such relief shall have been given in 
or out of any workhouse, for the three years ending on the 25th day 
of March next preceding such inquiry ; and that thereupon the said 
Commissioners shall proceed to calculate and ascertain the average 
annual expense of each parish for that period ; and that the several 
parishes included in such Union shall, from the time of effecting the 
same, contribute and be assessed to a common fund for purchasing, 
building, hiring, or-providing, altering, or enlarging, any workhouse, 
or other place for the reception and relief of the poor of such parishes, 
or for the purchase or renting of any lands or tenements, under and 
by virtue of the provisions of the said Act, of or for such Union, and for 
the future upholding and maintaining of such workhouses or places 
aforesaid, and the payment or allowance of the officers of such Union, 
and the providing of utensils and materials for the setting the poor 
on work therein, and for any other expense to be incurred for the com- 
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Dion use or benefit, or on the common account of such parishes, in the 
like proportions as, on the said average of the said three years, such 
relief had cost each such parish separately, until such average shall be 
varied or altered as in the said Act is provided. 

Now, therefore, these presents witness, that we, the said Poor Law 
Commissioners, having, in pursuance of the enactment hereinbefore 
recited, inquired into and ascertained, by such means and in such man- 
ner as we have thought fit, the expense incurred by each township or 
place forming part of the said Union, for the relief of the poor belong- 
ing to such township or place, for the three years ending on th« twenty- 
fifth day of March next preceding the inquiry ; and having calculated 
and ascertained the average annual expense of each of the said town- 
ships or places, for that period, do hereby declare, that the average 
annual expense of each of the said townships or places, for the period 
aforesaid, amounts to the sum set opposite to the name of such town- 
ship or place in the margin of the first page of these presents; and 
that the said townships and places shall respectively contribute and 
be assessed to a common fund, for the purposes hereinbefore referred 
to, in the proportion of their respective averages hereby declared. 

Provided, nevertheless, and it is hereby ordered and declared. That 
in all cases where the guardians of the said Union shall appoint any 
person to be assistant-overseer of any one or more of the townships and 
places in the Union, the salary of such assistant*'Overseer shall be 
debited to the account of the township or place, or townships and places, 
for which such assistant-overseer shall be appointed to act ; and if he 
shall be appointed to act for more ihan one township or place, such 
proportions of his salary shall be debited to each of such townships 
and places as the guardians, subject to the approbation of the Poor 
Law Commissioners, shall direct. 

Provided also, That if any assistant-overseer, or other person, shall 
be employed to collect the rates of any township or place in the Union, 
he shall be remunerated for that service by the allowance of a certain 
ratio per cent, upon the amount from time to time collected, which ratio 
per cent, shall be determined by the guardians, subject to the approba-* 
tion of the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Provided also, That the salary of any medical oflBcer who may be 
appointed to attend the poor of any one or more townships of the Union, 
shall be debited to the account of each such township, in such propor- 
tions as the board of guardians, subject to the approbation of the Poor 
Law Commissioners, shall determine. 

Given under our hands and seal, this day of 

in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-seven. 

(Signed) T. Fbankland Lemtis. 

J. G. S. Lefevre. 
Geo. Nicholls. 

Explanatory Circular to be issued by the Clerk to the Guardians 
previous to their assuming the administration of Relief. 

Sir, Union, 1837. 

It has become my duty, as clerk to the guardians of Union, 

to inform you that the administration of relief to the poor in the town- 


186 Regulations /or Unitms in the North. [4th Rept. 

ship of will rery shortly devolve upon the Board of Guar^ 

dians, and such officers as they have appointed, or may hereafter 
appoint, to carry their directions into effect. 

The object of the present communication is to make known to you 
the exact nature of the change which is about to take place in the admi- 
nistration of relief to the poor, with the hope that, as much misapprehen- 
sion is known to exist upon this subject, you will take advantage of the 
information now afforded, to correct, by any convenient means within 
your power, any wrong impressions which may exist among your poorer 
neighbours as to the actual state of the law. 

The guardians have been called upon to administer relief to the poor 
according to the provisions of the Statute of Elizabeth, and all other 
Statutes now existing for the relief of the poor. The guardians will 
therefore determine, in every case of application for relief, the nature 
and amount of the relief to be afforded, and the period for which it should 
continue. 

You will observe that the above power will be exercised not by every 
individual guardian for his own township, but by the Board of Guar^ 
dians for the whole Union. 

A relieving officer, whose whole time will be devoted to visiting the 
poor, and affording relief according to the direction of the Board of 
Guardians, will attend in the township once at least in every week, to 
dispense relief, to receive applications for relief, and to inquire into the 
wants and distresses of any persons who may apply. These applica- 
tions, and all the circumstances of the parties applying, will be laid by 
the relieving officer before the Board of Guardians at the next weekly 
meeting for their decision ; and in the mean time the relieving officer 
will, in any case of urgent necessity, have the power of affording imme* 
diate relief. 

If, in the absence of the relieving officer, any case of sickness, acci*' 
dent, or other urgent necessity, should arise, application may be made 
to any of the overseers of the township, who, in such cases, may, if they 
think proper, give relief in provisions, or provide medical assistance, at 
the expense of the township, whether the person applying for relief be 
settled in the township or not. 

Any person not settled or usually residing in the township can apply, 
in circumstances of distress, to a justice of the peace, who can^ if he 
thinks proper, direct an order to the overseers of the township to relieve 
such poor person in articles of absolute necessity, but not in money ; 
which order the overseers of the township would be bound to obey. 
Every justice of the peace has the power of giving a similar order for 
medical relief to any parishioner as well as out-parishioner, when any 
case of sudden and dangerous illness may require it. 

If any aged or infirm person, wholly unable to work, should be re- 
fused any relief by the guardians otherwise than by admission to the 
workhouse, he or she can apply to two justices of the peace, who can, if 
they think proper, direct the Board of Guardians to order relief to be 
given to such poor person out of the workhouse; which directions the 
Board of Guardians would be bound to obey. 

With the exception of the cases above-mentioned, the Board of Guar- 
dians will have the entire and absolute authority of deciding whether 
any person should receive out-door relief, or should be relieved 
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by admissioii to any of the poorhouses or workbptises of the 
Union. 

If any poor person seeking^ relief wishes to attend at the Board of 
Ghiardians and state his ease himself, he can do so, and the Board of 
Guardians will hear his case ; but application must first be made to the 
relieving officer before the day of meeting of the guardians. 

Further notice of the time when the guardians will begin to admi- 
nister relief will be given to the overseers of the township ; and until the 
receipt of such notice, the overseers will continue to administer relief a9 
heretofore. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

, Clerk to the GuardianM, 


No. 8. 

PAPERS EBLATIVE TO THE BRADFORD UNION 

(Yorkshire). 

A Return of the number of the Metropolitan Police who may have 
been sent to Bradford, in Yorkshire, since the 1st of October last, and 
up to the 22nd of November, the number of days that they have been 
so employed, together with the Order of the Commissioners of Police, 
and the Precept of the Magistrates commanding and authorising the 
attendance of such Police Constables at Bradford ; also, a similar Ac- 
count relative to the Policemen sent from Leeds to Bradford ; also. 
Copies of any Correspondence between the Poor Law Commissioners 
and their Assistant-Commissioner, Mr. Power, and the Board of 
Guardians, relative to the sending of the London Police and the Mili-> 
tary into the town of Bradford ; together with any Correspondence 
that may have taken place relative to the same matters, between Mr. 
Power and the Home Office, or between the Poor Law Commission- 
ers and the Home Office, or between any other Person or Persons 
and the Home Office, so far as the same can be communicated with- 
out Injury to the Public Service. 

^ ■ » — — ■■— 

No.L 

CopT of Repoet from A. Power, Esq., Assistant Poor Law Commia* 

sioner, dated 30th October, 1837. 

Gentlemen, Bradftyrd^ dOth October^ 1837. 

,The first meeting of the guardians of Bradford Union, under your 
order of the date 14th instant, took place this day, and I attended for 
the purpose of giving the guardians my advice and assistance in execu- 
tion of the order. 

The meetings of the guardians have been regularly held in the court- 
house at Bradford since the formation of the Union, where a room has, 
by permission of the Court of Quarter Sessions, been appropriated to 
to the use of the guardians; and the meeting was accordingly directed 
to be held in that building by the order recently issued. 

As considerable disturbance has taken place in the course of the day*8 
proceedings, it will be necessary for me to lay before your Board a de- 
tailed Report thereof. The day being very rainy prevented, as I be- 
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lieve, a full attendance of the guardians. There were, however, about 
two-thirds of the elected guardians present, who, without one single 
exception, showed throughout the day a ready disposition to carry into 
efiect the orders of your Board ; and, as you will perceive by the 
minutes of the meeting forwarded herewith, considerable progress has 
actually been made in the business of the Union, notwithstanding the 
obstacles which the guardians have encountered. A treasurer has been 
appointed, the number of districts and palaries of the relieving officers 
fixed, the clerk instructed to advertise the same, the warrants ordered to 
be made out calling upon the several townships to pay their quota into 
the hands of the treasurer, and a workhouse committee appointed to 
visit the workhouses and recommend the future arrangements. 

In going to the court-house a few minutes before the hour of meet- 
ing, I found a very small number of persons, apparently of the opera- 
tive class, collected in the front. As the guardians began to assemble, 
the number of the crowd appeared, in some slight degree, to increase ; 
and, before the guardians were sufficientlj assembl-ed to commence 
business, the avenues to the Board-room were filled with persons 
attempting, to gain admission. 

This was forcibly resisted for about half an hour by myself and the 
guardians, with little or no assistance from the constables, by one of 
whom, on remonstrating with him for neglect of his duty, I was told 
that he did not see any reason why the people should not come in. 

No. ex officio guardian had, up to this time, attended the meeting; 
and, as it was apparent that the doors could not long be maintained 
against the increasing crowd, an adjournment of the meeting was made 
to the Sun Hotel, where I engaged to receive the guardians in my 
private room. 

On leaving the court-house there appeared to be a very inconsider-* 
able crowd assembled, and neither myself nor any of the guardians met 
with any molestation in our way. 

On reaching the hotel I was informed that Matthew Thompson, Esq., 
one of the magistrates of the Bradford division, was in town, and that, 
on hearing the circumstances, he had expressed his opinion that the 
meeting ought to be held in presence of the public, and that he advised an 
adjournment back, for that purpose, to the large sessions-room in the 
court-house, which might conveniently accommodate the crowd. I 
immediately hastened to Mr. Thompson, and attempted to combat the 
impressions he had formed as to the propriety of this proceeding, but 
without avail. 

At the time appointed, namely, half-past 11, the guardians met at the 
Sun Hotel. Mr. Thompson attended, and prevailed on the Board of 
Guardians to adopt his suggestions. He argued that, public attention 
being strongly fixed on the subject, the existing excitement vyould not 
readily be allayed without the admission of the public to the first pro- 
ceedings ; and he expressed his opinion that the guardians would not, 
from what he had seen passing in the streets on his way to the inn, 
remain undisturbed at their present meeting. He further stated that, 
although he had expressed himself against the Poor Law Amendment 
Act on some public occasions, his opinions had changed since he saw 
the regulations which the Commissioners proposed to introduce ; that 
be would willingly make a public declaration to that effect, and use his 
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best endeavours to explain the actual state of the law to the persons 
assembled. 

Although aware that great advantage would be gained by at gentle- 
man of Mr. Thompson's station and influence making a public decla- 
ration to the above effect, I strenuously opposed the course recom- 
mended, knowing by experience that no explanation would be satisfac- 
tory to such a crowd as would be likely to assemble. I also urged that 
the excitement which had as yet displayed itself was not sufficient to 
justify such a measure as adjourning back to the court-house for the 
purpose of giving satisfaction to the crowd; and I strongly advised the 
guardians (who were all assembled) to remain where they were, and 
proceed in the discharge of the business until the necessity for another 
course of proceeding should actually arise. 

The utmost that I could effect was, that the terms of the resolution 
should confine the admission of the public to this day's proceedings ; 
and the resolution, which will be found in the minutes, was accord- 
ingly carried. 

Shortly after this had taken place, Mr. Lister, one of the members 
for the borough and a magistrate of the division, arrived, and expressed 
himself as concurring in the propriety of the course which had been 
decided on. 

Accordingly, at two o'clock, the proceedings recommenced at the 
court-house, which was quite filled with persons of the operative class, 
a number also being collected outside the building. 

After a short harangue from Mr. Lister, requesting a fair trial of the 
law, but which was received with considerable disapprobation, Mr. 
Thompson made a very able address, and was heard with attention, but 
wholly failed in producing the effect upon his audience which he appeared 
to have previously anticipated. NoQiing could, in fact, exceed the con- 
fusion which prevailed during the meeting ; and the greatest possible 
exasperation was evinced against the law and the agents employed in 
carrying it into effect. 

I had previously concerted with some of the guardians the resolu- 
tions which it would be desirable to propose ; and these were without 
difficulty, although amidst great noise and confusion, adopted. 

On leaving the court-house at the close of the meeting, I was vio- 
lently assaulted by some of the persons assembled outside, and by 
others who immediately issued from the court-house for that purpose. 
They were fortunately not provided with any heavy weapons for attack, 
or I believe, from the disposition shown, I should not have escaped with 
my life. 

The first blow I received was upon my head from a tin can, vifuch 
was given with great violence, but, being without weight, made only a 
slight contusion. Umbrellas, stones, and mud were applied very freely ; 
and, afler receiving many blows, I extricated myself with great diffi- 
culty firom the crowd, and reached the inn by dint of great exertion, 
being pursued almost to the door. 

During this time not a single constable came to my assistance, though 
the violence first commenced close to the court-house door, and though 
I had been assured by one of the magistrates, before leaving it, that 
some constables were in attendance there. I have since been informed 
that they could not have avoided seeing what took place ; and I have 
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reason to think, from the circumstance, and from what occurred in the 
morning, that they purposely avoided rendering any service. 

A crowd remained for some time collected in front of the inn, which, 
after some time, dispersed, and the town is now without disturbance. 

The next meeting of the guardians for business will not take place 
until this day fortnight ; hit I have engaged to attend the work- 
house committee in their examination of the workhouses on Friday 
next. In the interval I shall remain here as much as possible* but 
am obliged to attend the first meeting of the Wakefield guardians on 
Wednesday. 

I think that the service of Friday next may not be without some 
risk of further disturbance* Should any such occur, either on Friday 
or at the next meeting of the guardians, the latter may become inti- 
midated, unless a vigorous show of support is made by the Gknrem- 
inent. I require, also, personal protection for myself in the execution 
of my duty. 

It is needless to say, after what has occurred to-day, that I have no 
reliance whatever on the ordinary civil force ; and it is difficult, without 
some decided indication of immediate tumult, to call upon the magis- 
trates for protection by special constables. 

I have therefore to recommend that application be made forthwith by 
your board for a sufficient force of metropolitan poHcemen, to be down 
here in plain clothes as soon as possible, and to report themselves to 
Matthew Thompson, Esq., Manningham Lodge, near Bradford^ 

I think that six will probably be sufficient for the immediate service ; 
but they should remain until the next meeting of the guardians, and 
possibly be reinforced before that time. 

It may also be a question for consideration, whether, in order to 
assure the guardians and the public of the determination of the Govern- 
ment to enforce the law, some military force should not be quartered in 
this place until the guardians, who, as a body, are extremely well dis- 
posed towards the law, have made some considerable advance in car^ 
rying it into execution. 

I have omitted to mention that the crowd were induced to assemble 
to«day by a notice being cried by the bellman on Saturday night, of 
which a copy is appended. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. Power. 


No. 2. 
^ Copy of Notice given by the Bellman. 

I AM to give notice to the working class of this town, that the 
Assistant Poor Law Commissioner will be at the Couri -house, in 
this town, on Monday next, at 10 o'clock in the morning, when the 
people of Bradford are invited to attend, at half-past 9 o'clock, at the 
Court-house. 

By order of Peter Bussey. 

October 28M, 1837. 
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No. 3. 

Copt of MifnjTEs of a meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Brad- 
ford Union, on the 30th October, 1837. 

At a meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Bradford Union, 
held at the Court-house, in Bradford, the 30th day of October, 1937, 
at 1 o'clock in the forenoon, in pursuance of the order of the Poor 
Law Commissioners. 

Present, — Henry Leah, Esq., Chairman ; Mr. Firth, Mr. Anderton, 
Mr. Noble, Mr. Drake, Mr. Clayton, Mr. Ripley, and others. 

(Here the great interruption of a crowd of people at the door pre- 
vented the names of the rest of the guardians present bein^ taken 
down.) 

Resolved, That in consequence of a disturbance at the door of the 
room, this meeting be adjourned to 12 o'clock, at the Sun Inn. 

(The door was immediately after forced in.) 

At the adjourned meeting it was 

Resolved, That in consequence of a g^eat misapprehension being 
abroad in the public mind relative to the administration of the Poor 
Law Amendment Act, this meeting do adjourti to the Court-house, and 
there transact the business of this day before the public, in order to 
allay the ill feeling which appears to exist. 

At the adjourned meeting at the Court-house it was 

Resolved, That Mr. Laycock, banker, be appointed treasurer to the 
Union. 

Resolved, That the Union be divided into three relieving officers' 
districts, and that they consist of the following townships; namely, 
1st District — Bradford, Manningham, Bowling, and Horton. 
2nd District — Cleckheaton, Wike, Drighlington, Hunsworth, 

North Bierly, Calverley, Pudsey, and Tong. 
3rd District — Wilsden, Allerlon, Thorntoif, Clayton, Heaton, 
Shipley, Idle, and Bolton. 

Resolved, That the clerk advertise for three relieving officers, to send 
their testimonials to the clerk on or before Saturday the 11th of No- 
vember next, at the salary of 100/. per annum each. 

Resolved, That the overseers of the different townships be requested 
to pay one-eighth of the average annual expense of a year into the 
hands of the treasurer on or before this day month. 

Resolved, That Mr. Anderton, Mr. Hardcastle, «Mr. Hill, Mr. 
Clayton, and Mr. Ripley, be a committee to accompany Mr. Power to 
examitxe the workhouses in the Union, to ascertain the present accom- 
modation they contain. 

Resolved, That Mr. Broughton be appointed the registrar of births 
and deaths for the Cleckheaton district, in the place of Mr. Brook, 
deceased. 


No. 4. 

Copy of a Report from A. Power, Esq., Assistant Poor Law Com- 
missioner, dated 31st October, 1837. 

Gentlemen, Bradford^ Slst October^ 1837. 

I WAiTE this merely to state that everything has been quiet here 
to*day. 
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I trust, uevertheless, that my request for tnetropolilan police will 
have received immediate attention, and that a party will arrive here in 
the course of Thursday, as it is in the power of any one mischievous 
person to expose me and the committee (with whom I have en^ag^ed to 
act) to the same treatment on Friday next which I met with yesterday ; 
and I have again to repeat, after the fullest consideration of what then 
occurred, that I can place no reliance on the civil force here, which con- 
sists of three deputy constables, who took no part whatever iu preventing" 
the violence which was offered to me yesterday. 

I leave this for Wakefield to-night, and sliall return here in the 
course of to-morrow or the next day. 

I ami &c. 

(Signed) A. Power. 

No. 5. 

Copy of a Letter from the Right Hon. T. Prankla.no Lewis to 
A. Power, Esq., dated 1st November, 1837. 
My dear Sir, l»t November, 

I HASTEN to notice your report of the Bradford proceedings, which 
has just been read by Mr. Nicholls and myself. He concurs with me 
in thinking that nothing coald have been more judicious or more com- 
mendable than your conduct under the trying and difficult circumstances 
in which you were placed. I most sincerely rejoice that you have 
escaped without injury, and as far as possible will take care that you 
shall not remain without protection. 1 will, to-morrow, endeavour to 
see Lord John Russell upon the subject, and will at all events lay the 
whole matter before him. 

Believe me, &c. 
(Signed) T. Frankland Lewis. 

No. 6. 
Copy of Report from A. Power, Esq., dated 5th November, 1837. 

Gentlemen, Manchester^ bth Novembery 1837. 

I HAVE to refer you to my reports of the 30th and 31 st October last, 
dated from Bradford, in which I applied for the assistance of a police 
force from London, to enable me to proceed with security in the execu- 
tion of my duty. 

I there stated that it was my intention on Friday, the 3rd instant, to 
visit the Bradford workhouse and other workhouses in that Union, in 
company with several of the guardians, which I apprehended might 
lead to a renewal of the outrage which occurred on Monday last ; and I 
further stated that, from the conduct pursued by the police officers of 
Bradford on that occasion, I fell no reliance upon them for protection. 

After writing the report of the 31st October, I left Bradford for 
Wakefield on Tuesday evening, and was occupied during the next day 
with attendance on the Board of Guardians^ and other business of the 
Wakefield Union. 

On the Thursday morning I returned to Bradford, and remained that 
evening in expectation of the arrival of the London police, until, on the 
receipt of the post, I found it was not probable they would reach Brad- 
ford, at all events, until the evening of the next day. 
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At the appoiated hour on Friday morning three of the five g^entlemen 
appointed on the workhouse committee attended. No appearance of 
excitement having shown itself in the town since the proceedidgs of 
Monday last, I thought it right to proceed with them in the examination 
of the Bradford workhouse. 

Our entrance into the workhouse having been observed, a small col- 
lection of persons from the immediate neighbourhood took place ; and 
we had scarcely been in the premises ten minutes before these persons 
gained admission to the workhouse-yard, and followed us from thence 
back into the building. 

Although the number of persons collected in this short time was not 
considerable, yet, as no attempt was made by the master of the work- 
house to exclude any persous from coming in who pleased, I considered 
it right not to risk the possibility of an increase of the crowd, and imme- 
diately left the house and returned to the Sun Inn, accompanied by the 
guardians. These gentlemen then proceeded without me to the exa- 
mination of other workhouses in the Union. 

I then obtained an interview with Mr.i Thompson, the magistrate, 
the only one at this time in the immediate neighbourhood, Mr. Lister, 
the senior magistrate, being absent from his residence. 

I had, on Monday, informed Mr. Thompson of my intention to ask 
for the assistance of London police, to which he stated uo objection ; 
and I now told him that it was possible a party might arrive in the 
evening, although the immediate occasion for their services was gone 

Having au important engagement at Blackburn, at ten o'clock on 
the Saturday morning, it was necessary for me to leave Bradford before 
the arrival of the evening coaches, and I therefore consulted with Mr. 
Thompson on the steps which it would be advisable for himself and 
Mr. Lister to take, in case the policemen should be sent. 

It will be. necessary here that I should apprize your Board of the 
exact nature of the dilemma in which I feel myself to have been placed, 
as to the employment of Loudon policemen in the Bradford Union. 

1st. With reference to the ordinary civil force of the township of 
Bradford ; this consists of the two annual constables and three deputies,* 
paid jointly by the i'ees and by salaries charged upon the poor-rates, and 
dependent yearly for their continuance in office on the nomination of 
an open vestry, which body also passes the accounts. There is also a 
Mr. Ward, who is, by his own desire, yearly sworn in as a constable, 
and who renders very efficient service, as I am informed, merely as a 
volunteer. The three deputy cpnstables, who were on duty at the 
court-house at the close of the meeting on Monday, behaved so ill (as 
will appear by their own statements -appended to this Report), that, 
until some reprimand of their conduct, and some instmctions to behave 
dilTerently in future have been given to them by some of the magis- 
trates of the division, I must decline to be considered as relying in the 
slightest degree on their assistance. 

2nd. With reference to the expedient of swearing in special consta* 
bles, it must be observed that my complaint against the ordinary tbrce is 

• Salary:— Chief deputy Brigg: . . . £150 
Ingham • • • • • 30' 
Andrew • • • • • the fees. 
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not 60 much on the grotind of instiffidency ii» of Want of dispositiont 
do th«ir duty. It will also be se^n thiit the plan of calling out a specia 
force Jr not a mode of protection available, in tiine cades out of ten, ia 
an Individual who becomes singly exposed, from the most fortuitous 
train of contingencies, to a sudden outbreak of popular violence. 

3rd. On the other hand, the employment of metropolitan police is as 
much as possible to be avoided in this district, as likely to extend the 
unpopularity of the new law, and particularly of the agents locally 
engaged in its administratioUi I allude more particularly to the ^ar- 
dians. 

Under these impressions, I suggested to Mr. Thompson the pro- 
priety of Sending the^policemen, on their arrival, to Leeds for some days, 
until it should appear whether their further presence at Bradford would 
be likely to be wanted. 

I have this day received a letter from Mr. Thompson, which is ap* 
pended to this Report, stating that the policemen had arrived, and had 
been remanded by him to Leeds for the present. 

Before leaving Bradford I took the step of exomining the deputy- 
constables of Bradford in Mr. Thompson's presence, and calling upon 
them for an explanation of their conduct. The notes of that examina- 
tion are appended to this Report. 

It will be seen that the facts stated by these parties themselves sup- 
port fully the complaint which I prefer against them, namely, that they 
abstained from giving me any assistance at a moment When they must 
inevitably have been aware that I stood in need of it. 

Their defence is — 

Ist. That they did not see any actual assault Committed ; and, 2ndly, 
that they expected to have been called upon by me fof protection. 

With reference to the first ground of defence, there Is abundant testi- 
mony of several acts of assault having taken place within a few yards 
of the window of the police-office. What the officers did see (by their 
own statement) was sufficient to have called them forth, hud they been 
disposed to render service. 

But the second ground of defence, which is inconsistent to a certain 
extent with the former, shows that they did not consider themselves 
responsible for giving me assistance, because I had not requested them 
to do so beforehand* 

With reference to this latter ground of defence, had I thought it 
necessary expressly to apply for protection, I should, of course, have 
Implied to one of the magistrates* Mr^ Lister had retired before the 
end of the meeting from the court-bouse to attend a road*meeting. 
From Mr. Thompson, who was as cognizant of everything which, up 
to that time, had occurred as myselfi I learned, before leaving the 
court-house, that the ordinary force was in attendance) and, of course, 
I expected to find them awake to their duty. 

Under these circumstances I have distinctly to recommend to your 
Board that a communication of the facts be made to the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department ; and that his Lordship be requested 
to instruct the magistrates of the Bradford division to inquire into the 
conduct of the police-constables of Bradford, and to reprimand them if 
they should be foun^ bla^iablp, and to .point out the necessity of the 
Board of Guardians being protected in the exclusive occupation of their 
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own room, and of proper and sufficient instructions being giren to the 
constables on tbat point* 

1 trust it is possible that, by the adoption of this course, the actual 
employment of London police in the Bradford Union may yet be 
avoided. 

I beg to call the attention of your Board to the circumstance that, in 
consequence of the opening of Parh'ament on the 15th of November, it 
is probable that two of the magistrates, Mr. Stansfleld and Mr. Lister, 
will shortly before that time have left the county for London. 

I am, &c. 

A. Power. 


Dear Sir, Manningham Lodge^ Mh November^ 1837. 

Onb Serjeant and six police-constables arrived last night, about nine 
o^clock, from London, and this morning their letter of introduction was 
delivered to me in the court-liouse by Brigg (the officer you examined 
yesterday), who stated the London police-officers were come, and 
brought that letter. I asked how he came to know they were police- 
officers ; he said it was reported so in the town. I immediately wrote 
to Mr. Lister, requesting his advice and assistance, at the same time 
ordering the serjeant to send the men to Leeds, and there wait instruc- 
tions from him. 

Mr. Lister and myself are of opinion that their presence here would 
tend to irritate rather than remove the present excitement 

I have, &c. 
(Simed) Matthew Thompson. 

To A. Power ^ Esq,i Royal HoteT^ Manchester. 


7. 
Appendix to foregoing Report. 
Examination of Police Constables of Bradford. 
Mr. William Brigg, Chief Deputy-constable of Bradford, says — 

During the greater part of the meeting, and at the end of the meet'* 
ing, I was in the police-office at the entrance of the court-house, a 
window from which commands the yard. I was told that Mr. Power 
was leaving the meeting, together with Mr. Pollard ; I saw a rush of 
persons towards them of about a score or less ; four to one stood still 
for any that went near; did not see any one struck; saw a stick raisedi 
which I thought was Mr. Pollard's ; saw no more of the proceeding. 
There were with me in the office Charles Ingham, John Andrew, two 
other deputies, and William Becks, superintendent of the watch; he is 
not a sworn constable for Bradford. One of these made the observa" 
tion that Mr. ]power was going out with Mr. Pollard ; not one of us 
left the office at that time ; never heard until about ten minutes or a 
quarter of an hour alter that Mr. Power had been assaulted, when I 
heard that he had been struck by an umbrella on the bridge, and that 
some mud had been thrown into his face. Never reported what I hlid 
either seen or heard at any time to the magistrate. 

Being asked for ex|^anation, Mr« Brigg says-^About a quarter of iin 

o 2 
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hour before the end of the meeting I went after Charles Ingham, to 
know how Mr. Power was going away ; he brought back word that he 
was going away with Mr. Thompson ; he did not say from whom he 
got that information. I then thought that I had done all that was 
necessary ; I expected that Mr. Power would have sent fur assistance ; 
we were in the office on purpose. I saw Mr^ Power within a yard or 
two of the gate, and the people were got close up to him. 

Did you think I was then iti a stale requiring protection ? — I thought 
it was nothing more than the anxiety of the people to look at him ; I 
saw no ill-will about any of them. I therefore remained in the office. 
That is all that I know of it. 

Charles Ingham, Deputy-constable. 

I was down in the police-office at the end of the meeting, in the 
court-house, on Monday. I saw Mr. Potter go down the yard in front 
with Mr. Pollard ; saw no one strike ; saw the people running after 
them ; saw no blow or assault ; did not continue to look out of the 
window ; did not come out into the yard ; went from the police-office 
into the magistrates* room, and waited for Mr. Thompson. Brigg 
sent me up to ask Mr. Thompson when he would be at liberty to take 
some cases that were waiting ; do not recollect whether or not he men- 
tioned Mr. Power's name. When I was in the passage, that is, about 
ten minutes before the meeting broke up, heard some one say Mr. 
Thompson was going with Mr. Power to the inn. Do not know who 
that was ; stated that to Brigg when I went down, and told him that 
probably he would not take the cases till he came back. I saw no 
blow struck, nor any assault. I saw only the people running, and had 
no idea that any assault would be made. I had stopped in the office 
all the morning, prepared to serve, if called upon. I was up stairs 
when the crowd first endeavoured to get into the board-room, and used 
every exertion to keep the crowd from the door. Mr. James Ward, a 
voluntary constable, was present, assisting. Could not keep them from 
the door. Brigg went inside, and, when he came out, stated he was 
going for a magistrate. John Andrews was also there ; assisted in 
keeping crowd from the door. Becks was there too ; there were five 
altogether ; we kept one door, but the guardians came out at another 
door ; the crowd got in there. Mr. Brigg comes back, and wishes to 
add further, in explanation, that, " having heard of Mr. Power being 
attacked at Keighley and Huddersfield, I certaiuly thought he would 
have applied to the constables for assistance if he had thought himself 
in danger." 

Mr, Power.]-^You recollect my appealing to you for assistance for 
keeping the door of the board-room in the morning? — I said, in answer, 
that I did not know whether it was a room that could be kept close to 
the guardians or not. Your answer was, " It was as sacred as a grand- 
jury room." I know, regarding a grand -jury room, that a sworn officer 
is appointed to keep the door, and to admit no one but on business. I 
did not feel myself responsible to keep the room, for I never heard of a • 
secret meeting on business before. 

On going for a magistrate for orders, the crowd outside, on my tell- 
ing them what I was going for, appeared very satisfied and peaceable, 
and I lefl Ingham and others in charge of the door. 
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By Mr. Thompson.] — Had you in attendance all the disposable force 
that yoti could command ? — ^Yes, I had, during the whole day. 

By Mr. Power.] — Was that force sufficient to have prevented dis- 
turbance ? — Not if the row had been a general one, with the number 
that attended ; I should say there were 500. 

By Mr. Power.] — ^l never went into the court-house, when the meet- 
ing was, at alt ; do not know how it was filled ; it will hold 500 ; there 
were an inconsiderable number outside. 


No. 8. 

Copy of Report from A. Power, Esq., Assistant Poor Law Commis- 
sioner, dated 13th November, 1837. 

Gentlemen, Leeds^ ISth November^ 1837. 

I ARRIVED yesterday evening at Bradford, previously to the meeting 
of the guardians of that Union, which was appointed to take place this 
day at the court-house at ten o'clock. 

I met by appointment, at the Sun Hotel, two magistrates of the divi- 
sion, Mr. Lister and Mr. Thompson, together with the chairman of 
the Union, and two other guardians and the clerk, for the purpose of 
arranging with them the proceedings of the day. 

I found that the apprehensions of disturbance, which had been before 
communicated to me in writing by Mr. Thompson, and Mr. Wagstaff 
the clerk, whose letters were duly forwarded for the information of 
your board, had gained ground in the minds of all the gentlemen pre- 
sent ; and it was confidently stated that a large concourse of persons 
from the neighbourhood would take place, and that the meeting of the 
guardians would not be held without serious interruption from popular 
violence. 

Up to this time no preparation had been made by the magistrates 
for affording protection to the guardians; but they stated their belief 
, that the ordinary civil force would by no means be sufficient for the 
purpose. 

Your Board is aware, that, on my representation, made after the 
proceedings of Monday, the 30th October, six London policemen were 
sent down to Bradford, and placed under the orders of Mr. Thompson. 
These men had not been sworn in as special constables, nor have they 
been sworn in up to the present time. 

• The magistrates appeared both to think that nothing less than the 
presence of a military force could ensure safety to the meeting of the 
guardians.; and they both expressed their strong disinclination to bring 
such a force suddenly and unexpectedly into contact with the large 
number of people who, it was expected, would assemble next day under 
feelings strongly excited. 

Mr. Thompson suggested that the proceedings of the day should be 
adjourned to some future time ; and the propriety of this step was 
argued chiefly with reference to the advantage which would be gained 
by having military quartered in the town a few days previous to the next 
meeting, in case that course should appear desirable in a higher 
quarter. 

The magistrates and other guardians present concurring in the expe- 
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diency of adopting this coarse, the difficulty occurred of procuring such 
an adjournment without exposing Bome of the guardiauQ to the resent- 
ment of the populace, who^ it was said, would be assembled in great 
numbers at the hpur and place of meeting. 

Ultimately a requisition was signed by two of the guardians, callings 
upon the clerk to summon a special meeting of the guardians, to be 
held at the Sun Hotel at eight o'clock on the Monday morning (two 
hours before the appointed hour of meeting), for the purpose of post- 
poning to the ensuing Monday the business of the day, which would 
consist chiefly in the appointment of relieving officers, whose applica- 
tions, according to public advertisement, were to be received on or before 
the 13th November, 

I called the attention of the parties present to the absolute necessity 
of having that part of the order of the Commissioners which relates to 
the appointment of relieving officers carried into effect on Monday next, 
the 20th instant, being the expiration of one month from the first day 
of meeting, and it was arranged that the adjournment should be made 
to that day. 

AAer these arrangements had been agreed on, I lefl Bradford for 
Leeds, and have this day received from Mr. Wagstaffand his clerk the 
communications which accompany this report, describing the occur- 
rences of the day to have been somewhat of the same nature as was 
expected, excepting that the number of persons does not appear to have 
been so great as was apprehended, 

1 do not at present see any reason to think that the likelihood of 
disturbance on Monday next will be thought less as the day approaches 
than it was on the evening of Sunday last, or that there is much 
chance of a meeting of the guardians being held undisturbed on that 
day, unless proper precautions are taken tor their protection, It will 
be seen, however, that it is of the utmost importance that that meeting 
should actually then take place, and that the business shpuld be con- 
ducted free from the intrusion of the populace. 

If the presence of military should appear the best and surest expedient 
for this occasion, it will probably appear desirable that a troop should be 
stationed in the town for two or three days before the meeting, instead 
of leaving this step to the determination of the magistrates at the last 
moment. The probable effect would be to prevent any considerable 
concourse of persons taking place, 

I have to Recommend that the above proposition be submitted to the 
consideration of Her Majesty's Secretary for the Home Department, 
and I am authorised to say that his Lordship will have the oppor- 
tunity of conferring on the state of the town with Mr. Lister, the senior 
magistrate, who will be in London on Wednesday next. 

Although the policemen have not been sworn in ais special consta- 
bles, I have thought proper, under the circumstances, to desire all the 
men to remain until I should receive explicit directions on the subject. 

I shall duly report anything further which may occur of sufficient 
importance, and 

I have, &c., 
To the Poor Law Commimoners (Signed) A, Power. 

for England and Wales, 


11^ 1 1 » 
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No, 9. 

Lbtter fVom Mr. Wagstafp, Clerk to the Bradford Union, to 

A . Power, Esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Dear Sir, Bradford, 13ZA November, 1837. 

Hfia^WiTH I baud you, as desired, a copy of the proceedings at the 
meeting of this morning. 

The day has passed very similarly to Friday last, as described in my 
last letter to you. Numerous groups of persons stationed themselves 
in various parts of the town, apparently watching for your arrival. Seve- 
ral of the guardians, who were unaware of the adjournment of this 
day's business, attended at the court-house, and passed through the 
people unmolested. 

Many violent threats against the Commissioner, if he should make 
his appearance, were uttered ; but he appeared to be the only object 
of their vengeance. 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) John Reid Wagstaff. 


No. 10. 

Extract from Minutes of the Board of Guardians of the Bradford 

Union. 

At a meeting of the Board of Guardians of the Bradford Union, 
held at the Sun Inn, in Bradford, at eight o'clock in the morning, pur- 
suant to 9 requisition, signed by Mr. John Hill and Mr. William Hard- 
castle, two of the guardians, 

The minutes of the last weekly meeting were read and approved ; 
there being present Mr. Hardcastle, vice-chairman, Mr. John Uill, and 
Mr, E. Bipley. 

It was resolved. 

That, in consequence of the great misapprehension and excitement 
which is still abroad in the minds of the labouring classes, this meet- 
ing is justified in adjourning, and doth hereby adjourn the weekly 
meeting, to be held this day at ten o'clock, until Monday next, the 20th 
instant, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, and that the clerk inform as 
many of the guardians as he can see before 10 o'clock of such adjourn- 
ment. 

(Signed) William Hardcastle, Presiding Chairman, 


No. 11. 

Copy of Letter from J. A. Cooper, Esq., to A. Power, Esq., 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Sir, ^ Bradford, ISth November, 1837. 

Three of the guardians met this morning at eight o'clock, and ad- 
journed until next Monday. I have been several times at the court- 
house, and, although there have been many groups of persons hovering 
about there, as well as in other parts of the town, yet no large muster 
of persons has yet been made, or any excitement taken place. In pass- 
ing some of these groups I have beard them talk of the row, and use 
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harsh threats in alhision to yourself, such as ^' They would &b your 
job/' &c. ; and I have no doubt but that, if the guardians had assem- 
bled, they would have been interrupted in the discharge of theic duties 
in a riotous manner, to say the least of it; but the populace now appear 
to be at a loss what to do, for they have seen many of the guardians 
as well as myself go to the court-house and return again, and they are 
consequently strolling in different parts of the town ; there are the 
most about the Sun. Should anything occur, you shall be immediately 
informed. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) J. A. Cooper. 

P. S. Mr. Wagstaff is just gone out of town for a short distance. The 
enclosed has been sent by Mr. Thompson, with instructions to forward 
it to you. 


No. 12. 

Copy of Letter from the Right Hon. T. Frankland Lewis to A. 
Power, Esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

My dear Sir, London, Noveniber 15. 

I HAVE this day had an interview with Lord John Russell on the 
subject of Bradford, and the proceedings which have taken place there. 

Your report was taken by me to the Home Office almost as soon as 
we rhad read it at the Board. Lord John Russell not being there, 
Mr. Phillips undertook to draw his Lordship's special attention to it, 
and I found, when I saw him this morning, that he was acquainted 
with its contents. 

His opinion is, that the policemen should be recalled, that a military 
force should be sent to Bradford, and that uiider its protection the 
magistrates and elected guardians should be encouraged to proceed. 

He thinks you acted wisely and judiciously in not going into the 
town on the last occasion ; but expressed a wish that your own dis- 
cretion should not be controlled in that matter. 

Believe me, &c. 
(Signed) T. Frankland Lewis. 


No. 13. 

Copy of Letter from S. M. Phillipps, Esq., of the Home Department, 

to the Right Hon. T. Frankland Lewis. 

Sir, Whitehall, lUh November, 1837. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to acquaint you that, after 
reading the Report made by Mr. Power to the Poor Law Commis- 
sioners relative to the Bradford Union, his Lordship is of opinion that 
the policemen sent down from London may immediately return to town. 
Lord John Russell has, however, thought it advisable to direct a 
detachment of cavalry to be stationed at Bradford for the next fortnight. 
I am further to acquaint you that his Lordship thinks Mr. Power 
' need not return to Bradford at present. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S. M. Phillipps, 
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No. 14. 
Cow of Report from A, Power, Esq., dated 20th November, 1837, 
Gentlemen, Skiptortj 20th November ylS37. 

Hayino, on Saturday last, the 16th instant, arrived at this place, for 
the purpose of attending the weekly meeting of the ^lardians of the 
Skipton Union, I received Information by the post of that day that a 
troop of cavalry would be directed to take up their quarters in the town 
of Bradford, in consequence of the indications of popular excitement 
which had recently taken place. 

On Saturday evening I left Skipton for Bradford, and conferred with 
Mr. Thompson, the magistrate, on the subject of the meeting of the 
guardians which was to take place on Monday, the 20th (this day), 
and I took that opportunity of informing him that it was not my inten* 
tion to attend the meeting of the guardians. 

I subsequently saw Mr. Wagstaff, the clerk of the Union, and, having 
requested him to report to me the result of the proceedings of the 
meeting on Monday, I withdrew myself back to Skjpton the same 
evening. 

Up to the (Hresent time, namely 12 o'clock Monday night, I am with- 
out any such information on the subject of the day's proceedings as I 
should wish to have forwarded to your Board by this post. My ser- 
vant, whom I sent to Bradford for Mr. Wagstaff 's despatch, found the 
town in a state of great disturbance on his arrival there at five o*c1ock, 
and shortly afterwards he saw Mr. Wagstaff escorted by a party of 
cavalry into the Talbot Inn. Mr. Wagstaff told him that his intention 
was to join me immediately at Skipton, and he ordered a conveyance, 
which was brought up to the door of the inn for that purpose. 

My servant l^t shortly after by the coach, and arrived here at eight 
o'clock ; but Mr. Wagstaff* has not yet made his appearance, nor have 
I yet received any intelligence from or regarding him. 

It would appear, from the account given by my servant of what he 
saw and heard during his short stay in Bradford, that the military had 
been called into active service at an early period of the day, and that it 
had been found necessary to send for another troop from Leeds. A 
considerable number had been drawn up in the yard of the Talbot Inn, 
and, being assailed with great violence by the mob, were obliged to 
sally forth and use both their sabres and carbines in their endeavours 
to disperse the people, who, on the soldiers retiring to the yard, rallied 
in the most determined manner and renewed the attack. 

There is reason to fear, from this account of what was witnessed by 
my servant (who was himself struck down by a brickbat in the yard 
of the Talbot Inn), that an affray of a very serious nature has taken 
place, and apprehensions were expressed that, when the working-people 
lefl the factories for the day, the disturbance would become still more 
serious in its nature and extent. From the non-arrival of Mr. Wag- 
staff; or any intelligence respecting him, up to this hour, I fear that these 
apprehensions may have been realized. 

I will add \o this Report any additional information which may 
reach me before it is necessary to despatch this for conveyance by the 
next mail. I am, &c. 

(Signed) Alfred Power. 

To the Poor Law Commimoners 

for England and fFales, 
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No. 15, 

Copy of a Report from A. Power, Esq., dated 21st Nov. 1837. 

Gent1einen« Skiptorit 21^^ November ^ 1837. 

SiNCK forwarding^ my Report of last evening { l^ave seen Mr. Wag- 
pitaff, the clerk of Bradford Union, and have learned from him further 
pi^rticulars of yesterday's proceedings^. 

The guardians met at the usual time and place for holding their 
weekly meetings, and proceeded in the election of their relieving ofH* 
qers. The warrants also upon the overseers of the several townships 
were prepared and signed, and other business transacted, which occu- 
pied the Board from ten o'cbck until two. 

It appears that, during this time, a very considerable crowd, amount* 
ing to many thousands, were collected in front and about the court*- 
house, where the troop of cavalry were drawn up in line* ^nd the dvil 
force were stationed to guard the entrance to the court-house. 

For some time the mob kept aloof, but, a party of them having at 
length found their way through the special constables to the door of the 
court-bouse, both the military and the building were immediately 
assailed with stones ; and at this time (about 12 o'clock) Mr. Paley, 
the magistrate, read the Riot Act. 

From this time until the close of the meeting the cavalry appear to 
have vainly attempted the dispersion of the crowd, acting with the 
greatest possible forbearance, and using their sabres only, so far as { 
pan learn. 

The magistrates and guardians appear to have lefl the court-house 
without any serious molestation ; but Mr. Wagstaff, the cleric, was de* 
tained in the building and beset by the mob for some hours, who, on 
the military retiring, demolished Uie windows on every side, but did 
not, as appeared probable, proceed to force the doors. About five o'clock 
Mr, Wagstaff was rescued from his perilous situation by a detachment 
of the cavalry, attended by the two magistrates, Mr. Paley and Mr, 
Thompson. Qn returning through the streets to the Talbot Inn, the 
erowd closed upon the party ii) such a manner as to make it necessary 
to charge them, when several shots were fired, and some persons cut 
down. 

Mr, Wagstaff was at length brought in safety to the Talbot Inn, 
which he found it impossible to leave until a late hour, when he left 
Bradford for Keighley, and came forward to me at Skipton in the 
inorning. 

All the information which I have at present gained, in addition to 
that contained in my last Report, is derived phiefly from Mr. Wagstaff, 
who lefl the town last night under the circumstances above described. 

Many persons have been seriously hurt, both by sabre and gun-shot 
wounds, but it does not appear that any death has yet occurred. 

Three of the rioters have been committed to York for trial. I learn 
thiil at a late hour this evening, and also that the town has been quiet 
during the day. 

I have not yet been able to obtain a copy of the minutes of the meet- 
ing of the guardians, but will forward one as soon as possible, and 
report further to-rmorrow. 

In tb^ course of yesterday a detachment of horse and another of ia<- 
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fantry were sent for from Burnley, which now remain, as I am told, at 
KcigUey, about ten miles from Bradford. 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) A. Powbr. 

To the Poor Law CommiMt07ier» 
for England and fFaks. 

No. 16. 

Copy of Minutb of Meeting: of the Board of Gaardians of the Brad- 
ford Union, on the 20th November, 1837. 

At a meeting of the Board of Guardians, held at the court-house in 
Bradford, on Monday the 20th day of November, at ten o'clock in the 
forenoon, there being present — 

The chairman, the two vice-chairmen, and 11 other guardians. 

The minutes of the last weekly meeting, and of the special meeting held 
on Monday the 13th instant, at the Sun Inn, were read and approved. 

The marriage notices were read. 

An application was made by the overseer of the poor of Wilsden for 
the sanction of the Poor Law Commissioners and guardians to a valua- 
tion of that township now being made. 

Ordered"— That the clerk transmit the application to the Commis- 
sioners. 

The workhouse committee not having prepared a written repoit of 
their examination of the workhouse in the Union, 

Resolved — ^That it be an instruction to them to prepare a written 
report, and present it to the next meeting. 

The overseers of Thornton applied for the recommendation of the 
Board to the Commissioners to sanction the correction of their old valu- 
ation by a committee. 

Resolved — ^Tbat the clerk communicate such application to the Poor 
Law Commissioners, and that the Board do recommend the Commis- 
sioners to sanction the appointment of such committee. 

Resolved — ^That Mr. Richard Sutclilfe, of Bowlings be appointed 
relieving officer for the first district. 

Resolved — That Mr. William Walton, of Pudsey, be the relieving 
officer for the second district. 

Resolved — ^That Mr. James Ellis, of Hunslet, be the relieving officer 
for the third district. 

The warrants for the various townships within the Union, to pay one- 
eighth of the expenses of a year, were then signed by the chairman and 
the vice-chairman, and countersigned by the clerk. 

(Signed) H. Leah, Chairman. , 

No. 17. 

Copy of Letter from the Poor Law Commissioners for England and 
Wales to the Board of Guardians of the Bradford Union, dated 25th 
November, 1837. 

Poor Law Commission Office^ 
Ohsnilemen^ Somerset House, 2bth November^ 1837. 

Thb Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales have received, 
through their Avsistant-Commissioner, Mr. Power, a cppy of the minutes 
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of your meeting of the 20th instant, together with an account of the 
riotous behaviour of the multitude which assembled on that occasion in 
the neighbourhood of the court-house and in other parts of the town of 
Bradford. 

The Commissioners deeply regret that any portion of the inhabitants 
of Bradford should have been misled by representations, wholly un- 
founded in fact, which have been wilfully spread abroad, respecting the 
operation of the Poor Law Amendment Act, and that they should have 
been thereby induced to act in open defiance of the law. 

The firm and judicious manner in which your Board proceeded with 
the business of the Union, under the trying and harassing circumstances 
which attended the commencement and progress of that meeting, entitle 
you to the thanks of those who are charged with the duty of carrying 
the law into effect ; and the Commissioners observe with satisfaction 
that efficient protection appears to have been given to the persons of the 
guardians while engaged in the execution of their duty. 

The Commissioners are desirous also of expressing their thanks to 
those ex officio members of your Board through whose exertions protec- 
tion was afforded to your own persons, and the peace of the town pre- 
served. 

Signed, by order of the Board, 

Edwin Chadwick, Secretary, 

To the Board of Guardians^ 
Bradford^ Yorkshire, 

Metropolitan Police sent to Bradford, 

Home Office^ 2d November, 1837. 
Six police-constables to be sent to Bradford to-night if possible. To 
report their arrival at Bradford to Matthew Thompson, Esq., Manning- 
ham Lodge, Bradford. 

(Signed) S. M. Fhillipps. 

The above-mentioned party of police returned to London on the 23d 
November. 

Metropolitan Police-office, Whitehall'place, 
Sir, 2d November y\^2r[. 

The Commissioners of Police beg to acquaint you that they have 
received directions from the Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment, to send one serjeant and five police-constables to Bradford, who 
will report themselves to you upon their arrival. The pay of the poiice- 
serjeant is to be 5.9. Qd, per day, and 5*. per day to each of the police- 
constables, lodgings to be provided for them, and coach-hire (outside 
fare) from London and back. Serjeant Wray, who will present this 
letter, will leave town by this night's coach, accompanied by the five 
police-constables, for Manningham Lodge, Bradford. 

I have, &c. 
Matthew Thompson, Esq.y (Signed) C. Rowan. 

8fc, S^c, 8fc. 

Gentlemen, fVhitehall, 8th November, 1837. 

^ It having been represented to Lord John Russell that disturbances 
and breaches of the peace took place at Bradford on the first meeting 
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of the Board of Guardians, I am directed by his Lordship to request 
that you will transmit to him a report of what took place on that ocCa* 
sion, and particularly as to the conduct of the constables, and whether 
they can be relied upon for the preservation of the peace. 

If you should be of opinion that the constables cannot be relied upon, 
Lord John Russell requests to be informed what measures you propose 
to adopt. 

I have, &C. 
(Signed) S. M. Phillipps. 

The Magistrates acting at Bradford^ 
Yorkihire. 


My Lord, Manninghani, lOtfi November^ 1837. 

In answer to your Lordship's inquiry respecting the disturbance which 
took plaee at the meeting of the Poor Law Guardians at Bradford (but 
not the Jirs£)j I was there, but saw no breach of the peace committed, 
though I was informed that Mr. Power was hit with an umbrella, and by 
a boy with a tin can. 

I am of opinion the constables may be relied upon, as far as their 
strength goes, which is five. Mr. Power is expected here on Sunday 
evening, when we intend consulting with him what he thinks will be the 
best means of keeping the peace on Monday, when the guardians next 
meet. 

I have, &c. 
The Lord John Russell, (Signed) £. C. Listcr. 

8^c, ^•c. S^c. 

Sir, Whitehall, 1 1 th November, 1 837. 

I AM directed by Lord John Russell to acquaint you that he has re- 
ceived information of the existence of a spirit of hostility to the Poor 
Law Act at Bradford (Yorkshire), and in the vicinity ; as it is possible 
that this spirit may lead to attempts at outrage and disturbance. Lord 
John Russell requests that you will make arrangements for affording 
military aid to the magistrates at the shortest notice, if they should un- 
fortunately be compelled to apply for it. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S. M. Phillipps. 

Major^General Sir Richard Jackson, 
8^c, 8fC, 8^c. 

Sir, Nottingham, \2th November » 1837. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive your communication of yesterday's 
date, stating that disturbances may be expected at Bradford. 

I have accordingly prepared Lieutenant-Colonel Badcock, command- 
ing the 15th (King's) Hussars, to hold himself in readiness to support 
thecivil authorities in the preservation of the peace ; and should, unfor- 
tunately, the necessity occur, to apply for reinforcement to Burnley, 
where infantry and cavalry are stationed, and the officer will be instructed 
to attend to Colonel Badcock's requisition. 

I have, &c. 
S. M. Phillipps, Esq. (Signed) R. D. Jackson, M. G. 

Sfc, Sfc, ^c. 
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Sir, WhikhaU, I6th Novemhef, 1837. 

I AM directed by Lord John Husiell to desire that you will ^ve Sm- 
tnediate directions for 8tatioY>ing a detachment of cavalry at Bradford, 
to remain there for the next fortnight. 

I am also to request that the officer commanding the detaohmeiit may 
be desired tq report his arrival at Bradford to E. C. Lister, Esq.^ one of 
the magistrates acting forlhat district. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S, M. Philupps, 

Majov'General Sir Richard Jackson^ 
Sfc, 8;c. 8fc, 


Sir, Whitehall, I6th November, 1837« 

Lord John Russell having had under his consideration a Report 
respecting the state of the borough of Bradford, with reference to the 
meeting of the guardians of that Union, under the provisions of the 
Poor Law Act, 1 am directed by his Lordship to acquaint you that his 
Lordship has thought it advisable to desire that a detachment of cavalry 
may be immediately stationed at Bradford, to assist the civil authorities 
in the preservation of the public peace* and the officer commanding the 
detachment will report his arrival at Bradford to you. 

I am further to acquaint you, that, as it appears the metropolitan po- 
lice officers sent down have not been sworn in as special constables, or 
employed as such by the magistrates, they should be immediately sent 
back to London. 

Lord John Russell will be glad to hear from the magistrates, if any- 
thing material should occun 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) S. M. Phillipps, 

E, C. Lister f Esq,^ Manningham^ Bradford* 


Sir, Nottingham, llth November^ 1887. 

In compliance with the directions contained in your letter of yester- 
day (16th), orders have been transmitted for the immediate march of 
one troop of the 15th (King's) Hussars from Leeds to Bradford; the 
officer commanding having instructions to report his arrival to E. 0. 
Lister, Esq., one of the magistrates for that district. 
S, M, PhillippSy Esq.^ I have, &c. 

4*c., Sfc.i (fc. (Signed) R. D.Jackson, TIf. G. 


My Lord, Harewood House^ 2lsi November^ 1887. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship the copy of a letter 
from two magistrates acting in the neighbourhood of Bradford. 

I have not received any further communication frori them, relative 
to the renewed disturbance mentioned in the postscript, in the course of 
this dav. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) Harewood. 
The Right Ho7iourahle Secretary of State* 
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My Lord, ' Bradford^ Yorkshire^ iOth November^ 1887* 

We beg to intimote to your Lordehip that we have this morning 
been under the necessity of appointing 20 special constables in aid of 
the present police force for this place, under tlie authority of the 1 and 
2 Will. IV. c. 41. 

We will briefly explain to your Lordship the circumstances which 
rendered such appointment expedient. 

The lower orders in this neighbourhood are very much opposed to 
the introduction of the New Poor Law ; and when Mr. Alfred Power, 
one of the Commissioners, attended at the last meeting of the Board 
of Guardians, he was violently assaulted. Another meetiiig of the 
Board of Guardians was fixed for this day, and further disturbance was 
anticipated. 

A troop of the 15th Hussars Was ordered here by the Home Secre- 
tary from liCeds. The guardians met at 10 a. m., and the people 
assembled in formidable numbers in front of the court-house. The 
police were able to keep out the people until about 12 at noon, when 
the people began to throw stones, and break the court-house windows. 

At 20 minutes before one the military arrived on the ground, and in 
lO minutes afterwards the Riot Act was read. 

The people then forced their way 'into the court-house, and some of 
the soldiers had to dismount, and drive them out by main force. 

We have, &c. 
(Signed) J. G. Pa ley. 

The Earl of Harewdody Matthew Thompson. 

Sfc, ^c, 8fc. 

Since we concluded our letter, the military have been again called out 
to disperse the people, who were again attacking the Court, and they 
have been savagely attacked by the people. 


My Lord, Bradfbrdy 20th November^ 1837. 

We beg to intimate to yotir Lordship that we have this morning 
been under the necessity of appointing 20 special constablesi in aid of 
the present .police force for this placet under the authority of the 1 and 
2 Will. IV. c. 41. 

We will briefly explain to your Lordship the cirumstances which ren- 
dered such appointment expedient. 

The lower orders in this neighbourhood are very much opposed to 
the introduction of the New Poor Law ; and when Mr, Alfred Power, 
one of the Commissioners, attended at the last meeting of the Board of 
Guardians, he was violently assaulted. Another meeting of the Board 
of Guardians was flxed for this day, and further disturbance was anti- 
cipated. A troop of the 15th Hussars arrived here on Saturday night 
last from Leeds. The guardians met at 10 a. bi., and the people 
assembled in rather formidable numbers in front of the court-house. 
The police were able to keep out the people until about ISt at noon, 
when the people began to throw stones, and break the court-house 
Windows. At 20 minutes before one the military arrived on the ground^ 
and in- 10 minutes afterwards the Riot Act was read. The people then * 
forced their way into the court-house, and some of the soldiers had to 
dismount, and drive them out by main force. 
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The town continues to be in a very disturbed state, and we have deemed 
it necessary to send to Leeds for another troop of the Hussars. The 
people are so riotous, that they assailed the magistrates and guardians 
(on their leavin^j^ the court-house) with mud and stones, so that all 
were obliged to take shelter. 

We have, &c., 
(Signed) J. G. Paley. 
The Lord John Rtusell, Matthew Thompson. 

S^c. S^c, S^c. 


Sir, Nottingham^ 23rd November^ 1837. 

Major Philipps, of the i5th Hussars, having, in a letter of yester- 
day's date, reported that Bradford continued in an undisturbed stute, 
and that the magistrates had dispensed with the increased force of 
cavalry brought in support of the troop stationed there by direction of 
the Secretary of State, I have directed the two companies of infantry 
and troop of cavalry, that also moved upon Keighley for the same object, 
to return to their ordinary station at Burnley. 

I beg to recommend through you, sir, that accommodation be pro- 
vided by the magistracy at Bradford for a picquet, to enable the cavalry, 
now unavoidably dispersed through the town in billets, to keep a 
small guard to ensure their assembly in case of alarm during the period 
of their service. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) R. D. Jackson, M. G. 
S. M, Phillippsy Esq,f 
^•c. ^c. ^c. 


Gentlemen, Whitehall^ 23rd November^ 1837. 

Lord John Russell having learnt from the general officer command- 
ing the district that riots have occurred at Bradford, and that the mili- 
tary were called o\it in aid of the civil power to restore tranquillity, I 
am directed by his Lordship to request that you will transmit to him a 
full and particular account of all that has taken place in respect to the 
riots above alluded to. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) S. M. Phillipps. 
The Magistrales acting for the Division ojf Bradford. 


Gentlemen, Whitehall^ 23rd November, 1837. 

It having been represented to Lord John Russell by the Major-Gene- 
ral commanding the northern district, that it is desirable that accommo- 
dation should be provided for a cavalry-picquc^t at Bradford, in order to 
ensure the assembly of the cavalry now unavoidably dispersed in billets 
through the town, I am directed by his Lordship to acquaint yon that 
he thinks this proposal may be satisfactory to the magistrates, as it will 
place at their service a detachment of cavalry ready to turn out imme- 
diately on the requisition of the magistrates, in case of necessity ; and 
herefore Lord John Russell requests that you will take steps for pro- 
vidmg temporary accommodation for a cavalry-picquet in the town of 


App. A. No. 8.] Opening the Bradford Union (Yorkeh.). 209 

Bradford. His Lordship will be prepared to reoommeiid to the Trea- 
sury the payment of any reasonable expenses that may arise for rent, 
&c. At the same time, as this accommodation will only be required for 
a short period. Lord John Russell trusts that no difficulty will be expe- 
rienced in procuring suitable premises at a moderate rent. 

Lord John Russell requests the magistrates will communicate with 
the officer commanding the troops, on the subject of the strength of the 
picquet for which the accommodation is to be provided. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed) S. M. Phillipps. 
The Magistrates acting for the Division of Bradford. 

P. S. Lord John Russell desires me to thank you for your commu- 
nication of the 20th instant. 


Gentlemen, Whitehall, 2Sth November^ 1837. 

Loud John Russell having been informed that a meeting of the 
guardians of the poor is intended to be held at Bradford, on the 4th of 
next month, and that it is probable some resistance may be offered to 
their proceedings, I am directed by his Lordship to call your attention 
to the subject, and to suggest to you the propriety of taking precaution 
previous to that day for the preservation of the publk peace, by having 
at your disposal such a military force, consisting of in&ntry as well as 
cavalry, as will enable you to repress, at once, any attempts that may be 
made to disturb the public peace ; and Lord John Russell recommends 
that you should communicate with Sir Richard Jacksoo, the Major- 
General commanding the district, respecting the military arrangements 
to be made. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) S. M. Phillipps. 

J. G, Pcdey^ Esq,^ and Matthew Thompson^ Esq^ Bradford. 


Sir, IFhiiehaU, 2bth Novemher, 1837. 

I HAvfi laid before Lord John Russell your letter to me of the 23rd 
instant, reporting the improved state of the town of Bradford, and the 
consequent removal of the troops from Keighley to their former quarters, 
and recommending that accommodation for a picquet of cavalry should 
be provided at Bradford, for the reasons you have stated. 

Lord John Russell directs me to thank you for your communication, 
and to inform you that, as a temporary arrangement, liis Lordship has 
authorised the magistrates to hire premises for the reception of a picquet 
of cavalry ; and his Lordship requests you will immediately direct the 
officer commanding the.troops in the district of Bradford to communi- 
cate with the magistrates, and to state to them the number of men of 
which this small guard is to consist, in order to enable the magistrates 
to judge of the extent of the accommodation to he provided. 

I am further directed to inform you that a meeting of the guardians 
will be held on the 4th of December, at Bradford, and his Lordship 
desires that every arrangement should be made for affording prompt 
and efficient military aid, consisting of both cavalry and infantry, to the 

p 
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civil authoriti^ 8hoi|14 such be r quired for tl)^ pre^^rY^tipp of the pu^Uc 
pe4pe, 

I hftve, fcq, 
(Signed) S, M. Phillipps. 

Major-Gem Sir ^iobar4 Jack^on^ ^c, §•(;. Sfp, 


Sir, NoUingham, 2,Qth NdVefn^er, 1887. 

I HAVE the hopoiir to inferm you that, in compliance with an urgent 
application from Mr. Thqijapsop, in the behalf of the magistracy acting 
for the district of Bradford, dated yesterday, and received this rooming, 
I have directed the two companies of the 97th Regiment, intended for 
Keighley, to proceed forthwith to Bradford. 

Major Philipps, of the 15th Hussars, has received directions to place 
himself in communication with the magistrates, as to the application of 
the military force that will be disposable under his command, for the 
support of the civil authorities in that town and neighbourhood, viz. : — 

Two companies 97th, at Bradford ; 

TwQ companies 97th, prepared to move in support from Rochdale ; 

A detachment of the 15th Hussars, now at Bradford ; 

Reinforcements of the same regiment from Burnley and Leeds ; 

A strong squadron of the 7tK Dragoon Guards is prepared to occupy 
the place of the 15th Hussars that may be drawn from Leeds ; 

And a similar force of the 4th Dragoon Guards is prepj^red to support 
the movement of the infantry from Rochdale. 

Major Philipps has received strong cautions as to thp use of Qr^anns. 

I have, &o. 
S, M. Phillipps, Esq, (Signed) R. D. Jackson, M.O. 

Sfc, Sfc. Sfc. 


Sir, Manchester, 1st December, 1837. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you that, in compliance with instructions 
received last night from Major^General Sir Richard Jackson, K.C.B.9 
I gent orders to the officer commanding at Burnley for one strong troop 
of the 15th Hussars to march this morning to Keighley, there to receive 
further orders from Major Philipps, 15th Hussars, and for two com- 
panies of the 97th Regiment to march this day to Keighley, and to- 
morrow, the 2n4 December, to Bradford. I have directed that these 
companies shall be as strong as possible, completed from the 3rd com- 
pany there stationed, and leaving at Burnley the sick, and such men as 
may not be considered fit for active service only. I have ordered one 
company of the 97th Regiment to march from Blackburn to Burnley 
this day, to remain untij the return of the troops from Bradford. I am 
happy to add, on the authority of the borougnreeve and constables, as 
well as my own observation, that all is quiet here, and that the disturb- 
ances which have taken place at Bradford appear to have occasioned 
very little notice. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) J. Wemyss, Colonel, Adj.-Oen, 

S. M. Phillipps, Esq., Sfc. Sfc, S;c. 


App. A. No. 8.] Opening the Bradjpr4 Union (Yorksh.). ^11 

My Lord, Bradford, Yorkshire^ 2nd December^ 1837. 

We beg to inform your Lordship that, on the 30th ult., the consta- 
bles of this place laid an information before us, under the authority of 
the 1 and 2 Will. IV. c. 41, to the effect that a tumult might be reason- 
ably apprehended in this township, and that the ordinary officers were 
not sufficient for the preservation of the peace, &c. Acting upon this 
informatipv), we caiised 187 persons to b§ siimqioped in the usual mode, 
and have this day sworn in 148 special constables. 

This is a precautionary measure with reference to the meeting of the 
Board of Guardians to be held at thp Bradford court-house, on Monday 
next, the 4th of December, It will be unnecessary to remind your 
Lordship that, at the guardians* meeting of the 13th November last, Mr. 
Power was pelted with missiles and very roughly used, and that, at their 
meetiiig on the 20th of that month, a serious riot occurred here. 

Qf the persons summoned, 10 produced medical certificates of ill- 
he^Ith, 2 were Ume, and we shall fine the 25 who disobeyed our sum- 
mons. 

We have, &c. 
^ (Signed) Matthew Ti^ompson, 

To the fiight Hon, Lord John Russell, J. G. Pai.ey, 

8fc. 8fc, Sfc H. W. HiRD. 
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APPENDIX B. 


REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD. 


No. I. 

Report on Kent and East Sussex. By E. C. Topnell, Esq., 

Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Gentlemen, Heme Bay^ 2%tk June^ 1838. 

The condition of Kent and East Sussex has been for the most part 
one of peculiar hardship as respects the labouring classes during* the 
past year, arising from causes which can have but slight effect in other 
parts of England, and which I will endeavour briefly to explain. The 
grenter part of the hops used in England are grown in this district, 
which produces, according to inquiries I have made, nearly two-thirds 
of the whole quantity consumed in the kingdom. The difficulties that 
have been felt proceed in great measure from the extensive cultivation 
of this crop, to explain which it is necessary to advert to the effect pro- 
duced on it by the legislation of the last seven years. 

The passing of the Beer Bill caused, as is notorious, a vast increase 
in the consumption of beer; beer-shops multiplied in every parish in 
the kingdom, and the hop-growers, of course, materially benefited by 
what to other classes was the source of vice and demoralisation. The 
inevitable result was to increase enormously the cultivation of hops, 
which were planted so as much to exceed the demand for them, when 
the Poor Law Bill suddenly came to counteract the evil effects of the 
Beer Bill ; in consequence, beer-shops decreased almost as quickly as 
they had grown np, the diminution in the malt-duty, which measures 
the diminution in the consumption of beer, amounted to a million last 
year, many of the hop-plantations have been destroyed, and the price 
has fallen to a degree unparalleled for lowness, I believe, during the 
present century. This change has, of course, caused considerable dis- 
tress among the hop-growers, and which, by unavoidable necessity, 
must also affect the labouring classes, whose condition naturally sym- 
pathises with that of their employers ; and hence the Poor Law Bill, 
whatever benefit it may have conferred in this district in common with 
others, has incidentally occasioned considerable injury by the discou- 
ragement given to one of its staple products; an injury, however, which 
we ought not to lament, unless we are prepared to maintain that 
drunkenness and immorality ought to be encouraged for the sake of the 
growers of hops. 

The distress has been lately further aggravated by the high price of 
corn, which presses severely on the labourer. As Kent may be called 
a corn-county, I had anticipated that dearness of this article could not 
have materially injured the labourer, since it might have benefited his 
employer to such an extent as to enable him to raise wages, or at any 
rate by increasing his means to induce him to lay out more laiigely in 
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the impTOvenient and cultivation of the land ; and had the high price 
taken pl^ soon after harvest this might have been the case. But the 
clearness chiefly arose after winter, and has been increasing all through 
the summer, whereas the farmers usually sell all their corn in autumn 
or winter, and the high price which frequently occurs at a subsequent 
' season is of no use to them whatever. I have rarely met with a farmer 
(and my position enables me to make extensive inquiries on the subject) 
who has any com to sell in the summer. I am informed that at this 
seasou it is mostly in the hands of speculators and corn-factors, who 
alone profit from the high price, which is consequently as much com- 
plained of by the farmers as by any other class. They are nowise 
benefited by it, their labourers are severely injured, and the influx of 
foreign corn previous to the next harvest^ together with the harvest, 
will have probably reduced the price to its usual level when they have 
com to sell. 

The question which now presses is how best to relieve this distress, 
and the first resource which has presented itself to many persons' ' 
minds is to apply the poor-rate to this purpose, to give out-relief to 
those who are suffering hardship in consequence of the scarcity of em- 
ployment. Now to this course a strenuous opposition ought, in my 
opinion, to be made, nor can I think that it will be advocated by any 
one who has a clear comprehension of the causes of the difliculty that 
has arisen. The distress is obviously owing to the funds of the em- 
ployers being so diminished that they are unable to give the usual 
quantity of work to their men ; but the poor-rate comes out of those 
funds, which are already too small, whose smallness causes the distress, 
and which this plan proposes to make still smaller ; in other words, to 
attempt to relieve the distress by means of the poor-rate, is to attempt 
to remedy an evil by, increasing the cause of it. It seems to me that 
in' times like the present, when, from the partial failure or ruinous price 
of the last crop, the fund that would otherwise be distributed in wages 
is much diminished, that it is of the first importance that what remains 
should be economised as much as possible, that no relief beyond what is 
absolutely necessary should be given, and that the tests of destitution 
should be strictly adhered to. In prosperous times a departure from 
these rules may be comparatively of little moment ; in seasons like the 
present it would be ruinous to the labourer, and most certainly tend to 
aggravate his distress. 

The question still remains, that, as giving out-relief instead of lessen- 
ing would only add to the difliculty, what is the best method of meet- 
ing the evil ? As the hop-cultivation has domiciled in this district a 
dense population, which, with the decay of their employment, is of 
course lefl partly destitute, and as this decay appears, from the reasons 
above given, to have a permanent character, it would appear that the 
only method of permanently benefiting the population is to diminish 
their numbers. Accordingly it seemed desirable that every facility 
should be given to emigration, but the troubles in Canada unfor- 
tunately put an almost entire stop to the sending of labourers to that 
country, and the only other colony adapted to receive large bodies of 
emigrants, viz., Australia, is so distant, that the expense of transniittiog 
emigrants there would have borne too heavily on the parochial funds, 
and, in fact, would have counteracted the majn object in view, as it 
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would have dimihished the capital of the employers almost to the same 
extent as it diminished the labourers, and thus left these counties in the 
same position as before, with too tnany labourers and too little money 
to employ them. In this difficulty the plan lately adopted of assistihg 
emigration by ineans of the dale of waste colonial lands fortunatdy came 
to out relief, and frOtn this source the expense of sending labourers to 
the Australian cdlohles has beeii ainiost entirely defrayed, the parishes 
having to pay little nidte than the eOst of fitting the emigi-ants out with 
clothing, of trahsniitting th^tii tb the pliite of embarkation, and in sbme 
casein of protidiil^ a small sutn to b6 given them on landing at their 
destination. The ag^tlts for thl< tleW coloiiy &t Spencer's Gutf have 
^Iso betiu collecting (emigrants in these parts ; and by these various 
meaus abdut hin^ br teti ships Will hsive sailed fVoin Kent dnd East 
Sussejc fbr the AiistraliaU regions dUriilg the prei^ent y^di-, bearltig 
labourers from an over-peopled district, where wages are comp&ttttiVfely 
low, to a place where wages arte neatly ddublte id dthouttt, fcknd the de- 
mand fbr kbour apptears far to exceed the supply. 

There has been nd tibife tb receivfe intelligence from those who have 
gone out during the presteht year^ but, ftom accounts that I have ob- 
tained of i^dme Whb w^Ut in 1837, the most flb.ttenDg prospects appeat 
to faWait the eriiig^rahts. Fbr instance, one Ifetter dkted Sydney} Sep- 
IteWbtei-i 1837, saysj " All out fellbw-passengers Wfete eagerly sbught 
aflter dd their arrival ; ibr in^t^ncej there Was one man and his wife 
engaged at 80/. a-year td inereasej with rations ; another (Andetson) 
2001. ; another fdrhi-setvantj lOOL ahd rations ; but of all that have 
engaged here not ontej I believe, has been at lei^s than 40/. add rations. 
A good (i^tpenter got 10/^ a-month. A Uiaii, named Grigg, from 
Rbbhe, got 2L 10 s, pet week and tationsj his brother, a sawyer, 21. 9s, 
and tatioris.'* Anbther letter frdm a carpenter, who had gone f>om 
H^Stingfi to th^ new South Adstralian colortyj states that he Wsls en- 
giiged Immediately on landing for 35^. a-Week. 

The distress of vrhifch I have been speaking isj hoWeVet, only com- 
pdtatlve, as eontrsisted with the cdUditibn df the labourer iii these parts 
during the first two years of the operation bf the present law; and I 
haVfe no reason to stippose that it is worse tipdn the whole than pre- 
vious tb the passing of that me^bsure. The pedunidry efiects of the law 
in rfeti^idg Wages and increasing employment have been partly counter- 
acted in the hop-districts by the causes above-mentidned : its moral 
efi^cts have been as apparent there as elsewhere. And even ih spite 
of these difficulties, 1 stispect that th^ distress in Kent would be called 
prdst^etity in sOUie counties, and that we are mainly led to commiserate 
the condition of the labourers by comparing it with their previous state 
of edse. The day- Wages are still generally 12^. per week, in some 
parts IBH, 6d;, and t^sk-work, Usually paid at the rate of Id;, a-week, is 
elLtrtehiely comtUon; In thdste part^ also. Where the distress of the 
hot)~groWerS has not seriously diniinished their funds^ the amount spent 
in labour has ineteased id the same proportion as the poot-rate has 
decreased j in some instances in a greater ratio^ and is yearly increas- 
ing. That the same effect of reducing the pobr-rate by refusing out- 
relief, would be td increase earnings, to cause the same or d greater 
amount of nioney to be distributed to the laboutet in the shape of 
wages than he befdte obtained in theishape of relief, I think must have 
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been obvious to every person who thoroughly and candidly considered 
the subject. But it is satisfactory to have to allege actual proof of this 
fact from the unimpeachable testimony of figures, as given in the 
account-books of farmers. From some of these I have obtaitied state-» 
ments of the amount of labour expended on their farms previous and 
subsequent to the passing of the Poor Law Amendment Act. The fol- 
lowing is an extract from a letter sent me by a farmer in the Battle 
Union : — '' According to your wish I have referred to my Labour 
Account. The amount paid is as under, — 

^' Average two years before the Union) 695/. 

'^ Average two years since the Union, 810/. 
'* These sums of money have been expended on 600 acres olla hd. 
It appears by the above sums I have increased my expenditure for 
labour 115/. per annum. The amount of poor-rate I paid before th^ 
Union was 198/.; since the Union 86/. ; leaving a balance of 112/. in 
favour of the Union. It appears by the above sUms I have expehdedl 
3/. more in labour than I have saved by the poor's-rate." The follow- 
ing is from the Eastry Union. 


A Statement showing the amount of Expenditure for labour, and for 
Poor-rates, by a Landholder in a parish of the Eastry Union. 

Paid for Paid tot Total 

Laboar. Poorrates. Payments, 

£. 9, d, £, », d, £,, g, d. 
From Michaelmas 1834 to Michaelmas 1835.^793 14 4i..l65 S 3 ..958 19 7i 
,, 1835 ,, 1835. .815 1 11J..108 ..923 1 111 

,, 1836 ,, 1837. .894 1 64.. 69 2 7^.. 963 4 2 

Annexed is an extract from a letter sent me by a large occupier closift 
to Canterbury : — 

" It is an undisputed fact that considerable savings have been efiected 
by the improved administration of the Poor Laws, and that the fanner 
does not put the amount so saved into his pocket, but expends thti 
whole in giving additional employ to the labourers in the neighbour- 
hood. I have increased my own daily labour firom 150/. to 200/. a-year 
since the Poor Law Amendment Act came into operation, without add- 
ing to the number of my acres*" 

The following is an extract from the letter of a considerable occupier 
near Heme Bay : — 

'' I find the expenditure in agricultural labour on my estate, from 
Michaelmas 1832 to Michaelmas 1835, averaged at about 700/. per 
annum, — 

" From 1835 to 1836 was 792/. bs. 

" From 1836 to 1837 was 881/. \\s. 6d. 

*• From 1837 to 1838 was 930/. Us. 

'' takmg the present quarter (t.e., from 6th July to 11th October) to be 
the same as the corresponding one of last year ; and it will quite equ^l^ 
if not exceed that, A great portion of this additional outlay I have been 
induced to incur in consequence of the great saving by the operation of 
the Poor Law Amendment Bill, and a desire to assist that Act in its 
operation ; and as long as I continue to make a saving through the new 
law by a reduction of the poor-rates, as they aveci^d in 1S35, so long 
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shall I continue to give employment to an additional number of la- 
bourers.'^ 

The account-books of every farmer will not show this result. One 
who has lost largely from the cause above adverted to — ^the decay of 
the hop-trade— <:learly cannot spend as much as he used to do, or would 
have done but for this unusual depression of the commodity on which he 
depended for profit Some farmers got deeply in debt under, the old 
system of poor-laws, and have since used their savings from the poor- 
rate in paying their debts. This circumstance, however, is obviously no 
injury to the labourers in the aggregate, since the simple result, as 
affects them, is that the creditor spends what is saved from the poor- 
rate instead of the debtor ; their wages and employment are increased 
by the hands of A instead of the hands of B, and this, as respects the 
mass of labourers, is of no sort of importance. The books on a farm 
in Sussex, which I examined, showed that, while the amount paid in 
labour had increased since the passing of the Poor Law Amendment 
Act from 700/. to 762/., the poor-rates had decreased from 500/. to 
201/. But this was. a district where the abuses of the old poor-law had 
arrived at such a pitch that it was threatened with immediate ruin. The 
farm from which the above account is taken, being of 1000 acres, 
would have been thrown out of cultivation in another year ; the neigh- 
bouring farmers were in an equally bad state, and in fact all rent, em- 
plo3rment, and wages were on the point of annihilation, when the poor-- 
law passed just in time to avert the consummation of the evil. Had it 
been delayed another year, I hardly know how this disastrous state of 
things could have been remedied. Hence, on this farm, the labourers 
may be said to have gained since the poor-law nearly the whole of the 
762/. now given there in wages, and which would have had no existence 
but for the passing of that measure. In a farm of 1000 acres, adjoin- 
ing the above, which was also on the point of being thrown out of cul* 
tivation in 1834, the wages have been increased since the poor law from 
580/. to 700/. a-year. 

These circumstances of the high price of com, and the low price of 
hops, of course caused a considerable pressure on the poor-rates, and 
when to these was superadded the occurrence of a snow-storm unprece- 
dented in duration and violence, the workhouses in several Unions be- 
came full ; and, in many parts of my district, applications were made 
for a relaxation of the rule prohibiting out-relief to the able-bodied, 
which you universally granted. For a short period the principle of 
relief established by the Poor Law Amendment Act was completely 
overthrown : the severity of the weather forbade the application of any 
labour-test to those who sought relief, which was consequently given on 
the old injurious system of taking nothing in return of it. The minutest 
investigation was employed to prevent fraud ; and the relief, which was 
in necessaries alone, was administered with the strictest economy. Yet 
I am perfectly satisfied that, while in some instances barely enough to 
support life was given, in many more relief that was wholly unnecessary 
was bestowed ; in a word, the result that almost invariably attends the 
distribution of relief without some adequate test was apparent^ — ^that 
either too much or too little was given. My reason for this opinion is, 
that in every instance where tests of destitution were applied (and in 
several cases they were of such a nature that na one could call theta 
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severe), the distress appeared to melt away with a facility that was truly 
surprising. One Union which was without the means of applying any 
test would appear to he overwhelmed with applicants in the last stage 
of destitution and misery ; while another, in precisely the same natural 
circumstances, but having the means of putting the truth of the appli. 
cants* statement to the proof, would appear to have comparatively 
none; and sometimes amass of destitution, apparently of appalling 
extent, would instantly disappear when adequate proof of its reality was 
required ; and I will give some instances of these results. 

1 attended the Uckfield Board of Guardians on the 20th January, 
when the snow was deep on the ground, and the temperature lower, I 
believe, than has been known before this century. The workhouses 
were full, and about 90 able-bodied men were applying for relief. The 
difficulty was to give relief, exacting some labour in return, so as to 
avoid the injurious practice of allowing the labourers to live in idleness, 
while to find work at such a season is, in nine cases out of ten, almost 
an impossibility. It was found, however, that the vice-chairman had 
an old road running across his park, in picking up which it was deter- 
mined to employ a large proportion of the labourers, while Lord Liver* 
pool, the chairman, proposed to take the rest The following letter 
from the vice-chairman shows the results of the test: — 

*' My dear Sir, Maresfield Park^ 2Sth Jan. 1838. 

'* I HAVE waited until my plan for employing the able-bodied appli- 
cants for relief had undergone one week's trial before writing to you to 
inform you of the result. You will remember that on Saturday the 20th 
there were upwards of 90 applications for relief from the two parishes 
of Maresfield and Fletching, in consequence, as the applicants said, of 
want of work, owing to the snow. I agreed to take on upwards of 50 
on the following Monday. The result has fully come up to my ex- 
pectations. Out of 50, only about SO men made their appearance on 
Monday; and, on seeing the nature of the work, and that I had ap- 
pointed a sharp person to overlook them> only 15 even so much as 
tried their job. The remainder went away laughing, holloaing, and 
damning me and my man who was to set them to work, saying they 
would not work for me or any one else for one shilling a-day, and that 
they were not so hard up as all that came to. In short, the first day 
I had ffteaiy which number has been reduced to 12 and 13, and this 
has been the average number daily ; but, of the 13, eight at least are 
men who have come to me without applying to the relieving officer, 
and are not the persons who applied for relief the day you attended the 
Board, and which arose, I am convinced, from the knowledge that the 
houses were full, and from the belief that, firom our having no work to 
give them, we should be obliged to give out-door relief. Many have 
been compelled to leave the houses, my work having been offered to 
them, but only OTte has remained with me; the others are shifting for 
themselves, preferring idleness to doing their day's work. I have been 
much satisfied with the hands who have remained steadily at work ; 
they are, for the most part, married men with from two to three chil- 
dren. They express themselves very grateful to me, and one and all 
say they prefer 69. a-week independent of the Union to be obliged to 
pome upon the parish, as they call it, for their usual wages; and, 
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although I firmly believe they have difficulty in rubbing on, y^t they 
are determined to do their best. They are principally Fletching men, 
only five or six belonging to Maresfieldj which I am led to believe is 
owing to the principal farmers in this parish having come to the deci- 
sion not to discharge a hand, and in some cases they are keeping them 
although they have little or no work for them. At the Board yesterday the 
Mare&field applications did not exceed two from able-bodied, and about 
six from Fletching, all of whom I have offered employnlent to. Lord 
Liverpool, I am happy to say, has taken charge of Buxsted and Fram- 
field parishes with equal success. All difficulties are nearly at an end, 
and the instant the frost goes away all will again, I feel sure^ be as 
satisfactory as usuaK '* Believe me, &c. 

" J. ViLLiERs Shelley." 

*' P. S. I will only add* that, on the Monday following, the day on 
which 80 many applications for relief were made, and such pitiful stories 
told of starvation and want, there were two. labourers' balls, one at 
the Sun at Nutley, the other, an opposition one, at a beer-shop near it. 
I sent a man I could depend on to watch, s^id I am assured that many 
of those who were ordered to my work, attended it. The price of tickets 
was 25. ^d, for gentlemen !J/ and 2s, for ladies ; and One named Ridley, 
who was an applicant for relief, is known to have lent nearly 3^. in half- 
crowns to his brother-labourers." 

The same result, as respects the disappearance of pauperism, followed 
the employment of the labourers by the Earl of Liverpool* 

A few days afier my visit to Uckfield I was at the Faversham Boards 
where the same state of things occurred. 

The workhouse could contain no more, and a number of able-bodied 
applicants were demanding relief, among whom there were instances, 
I was assured, of the extremes t destitution. But the guardians had no 
means of applying any labour-test, in consequence of which out-relief 
was necessarily given to 257 heads of families. Of these able paupers 
139 were in the parish of Faversham alone, who, with their wives and 
families^ amounted to 549 individuals. These were mostly engaged in 
the oyster-fishery and other seafaring occupations, to which the frost put 
a complete stop. , 

The Sheppey Union adjoins the Faversham, and contains the town 
of Queenborough, which is situated on the opposite side of the Swale to 
Faversham, and inhabited by a population engaged in precisely similar 
occupations with those pursued at Faversham, but altogether in a more 
unprosperous state, and apparently immersed at all times in the greatest 
poverty and privations. Here too, as at Feversham, many able-bodied 
applied for relief during the frost, but, the workhouse not being full, they 
were ordered in, when every one refused to accept the relief so offered. 
The guardians, however, thinking that the reason of the non-acceptance 
of the offer might be the too great rigidness of test, determined to pro- 
cure a relaxation of the rule, and:to give out^relief, but took care at the 
same time to provide work for those who were relieved, which the pecu- 
liarity of their situation enabled them to do, since employment was 
readily obtainable in wheeling ballast from the sea-shore. The Board, 
however, to their surprise, found that the offer of work was unanimously 
refused; and thus, while 549 individuals, families of able-bodied, were 
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receiving relief in Favenham, where there was no test, in the precisely 
similarly situated town of Queensborough» where a test which no one 
could call harsh was applied, not a single able-bodied labourer would 
accept relief. 

I should observe that I find no fault with the conduct of the Faver- 
sham guardians at this juncture. That Union has been managed by them 
with great ability, and, having been one of the most pauperized in Eng- 
land, it was no slight labour and difficulty to manage it at all ; and 
under the circumstances, their workhouse being full, and there being no 
possibility of finding work, out-relief without any test was the only 
alternative that presented itself. I simply present these facts to show 
the necessity of always having some test of destitution at hand, and how 
essential the Use of the workhouse is, since, at such a season, except in 
rare cases^ no test except the workhouse can be found. At the same 
time we clearly see that the workhouse does not deter persons from ac- 
cepting an offer of it, simply on account of any peculiar hardship sup- 
posed to be attached to it, as the same effect will sometimes follow the 
offer of work. I wish, however, to guard myself from being supposed 
to intimate that, even if it were always possible to find work, the work- 
house could be dispensed with. In many cases the offer of work, where 
there is no solid ground folr the application for relief, entirely fails to 
remove the pauperism, from reasons which affect the employers rather 
than the labourers* but which I will not dwell upon no^, and only ad- 
verted to in order to prevent any misconception of what I intended to 
convey by the above remarks. 

I am disposed to think that the poorer classes are more frequently 
above the charity of the rich than the latter imagine, and that this arises 
from 'the impossibility of detecting the numerous sources of income that 
are enjoyed by the labourer, besides the simple receipt of the money- 
wages of the head df the family, which are usually all that are taken into 
account ; and what is not seen is supposed not to exist. While the 
Uckfield labourers were supposed to be starving, they were dancing at 
2s. 6d. a-head. Large sums in charity were given away in the Isle of 
Thanet during thesnowj yet, during that period, the circumstance of two 
labourers' balls at least being given came to my knowledge, and one 
pauper in receipt of out-relief actually gave a ball. Great distress was 
said to exist at Canterbury, though the poor refused to take much of the 
soup that was made for them, and in consequence 50 gallons were 
thrown into the river. In Romney Marsh, I found that the wife of a 
man receiving relief attetided a " grand fancy masquerade ball," at which 
the tickets were either 3^. or 4s. There is also reason to believe that 
the subscriptions to relieve the distress were sometimes positively inju- 
rious. In one parish in East Kent the surveyor was unable to clear the 
toads df the Stib^, 6n accotitlt of a considerable subscription collected 
to relieve the poor ; the observation of the men was, •* why should we 
work, is not the subscription for Us V* and accordingly a landholder, who 
was desirous of carting manure across a road obstructed by the snow, 
was compelled to send his own farm-men to clear the way, while those 
who should have done it were living in idleness. In one place famous 
for the abundance of its charity, I found that several of the recipients of 
it were women of bad character. 

Most of the Unions in this district that had for some time acted on the 
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principle of giving no out-rdief to able-bodied steadily adhered to it 
during the winter, many of the guardians being well convinced that to 
depart from it, in a very few cases, would have the effect of throwing 
hundreds out of service who were kept in employ solely by the operatioa 
of this rule. The Bridge Union unanimously passed a resolution that, 
while they would strictly adhere to workhouse relief for the able-bodied, 
the relieving officer should have discretionary power to augment the pay 
of any of the permanent paupers whom he might deem to want increased 
comforts during the inclement weather. The relieving officer acted on 
this permission by increasing the relief to several of the aged paupers ; 
while only seven able-bodied applied for relief, the whole of whom refused 
to enter the workhouse^ At the conclusion of the severe weather the 
chairman addressed a letter to the overseers of every one of the twenty- 
two parishes composing the Union, requesting to be informed if they 
knew of any instances of real distress within their respective parishes. 
All denied the existence of any, except the overseer of one parish, who 
said he thought that on investigation some might be found, though he 
did not know any one instance. 

With so many circumstances tending to retard the prosperity of the 
labouring classes, it is gratifying to have to observe that, so far as can be 
collected from statistical documents (and to figures as being less capable 
of error I am always desirous of referring), their welfare seems to have 
been upon the whole in a state of steady advancement since the enforce- 
ment of the regulations of the New Poor Law. As one proof of this I beg 
to refer to the following table, which shows the deposits during the last 
seven years in the savings' banks in the two counties of Kent and Sussex, 
from friendly societies, and from the depositors of sums under 20/. I 
have selected these two classes of depositors, as among them, more than 
in any other class, the labouring population are chiefly to be found. 


Date. 

9 

In the 

Kent 

Savings' 

Banks. 

In the 

Sussex 

Saving^' 

Banks. 

Observations. 

On the 20th Nov. 1831 . 

99 1832. 

,, ,, 1833. 

,, ,,- 1834. 

1, ,, 1835 • 

,, ,, 1836. 
• , , , lo«i7 . 

£. 
93,694 
87,592 
91,371 

94,918 

97,613 

106,156 
110,156 

£. 
41,164 
39,889 
41,686 

43,466 

45,897 

50,148 
51,409 

1 Years previous to the passing of 
f the Poor Law Amendment Act. 

J Poor Law Amendment Act dis- 

( cussed and passed. 

(Poor Law Amendment Act brought 

\ into partial operation. 

( Poor Law Amendment Act brought 

( into universal operation. 


The three years previous to the passing of the Poor Law Amendment 
Act were by no means unprosperous ones as respects those natural cir- 
cumstances that affisct the condition of the labourers. Yet it will be 
perceived how slowly the deposits increased in comparison to what they 
have done since the passing of the Poor Law, and that, in 1832, there 
was a large diminution. 

The following table, showing the increase of the various classes of 
depositors in the Tunbridge Wells savings' banks between 1831 and 
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1837, presents gratifying proof of the greater prevalence of a spirit of 
providence, especially amongst the poorer classes : — ' 



In 1831. 

In 1837. 

Increase 
per Cent. 

Servants ..■•..•••• 

361 

46 

357 

39 

14 

4 

8 

54 

483 

137 

388 

57 

26 

5 

16 

68 

34 

200 

9 

46 

86 

25 

100 

26 

Agricultural labourers •••••• 

Children 

Journeymen and apprentices • • • • 

Charitable societies • • 

Benefit societies • • 

Small shopkeepers 

Small farmers and others not described. • 

Total 

- 

883 

1,180 

34 


The increase of forethought in the labourers is perhaps still more 
strikingly manifested by the increase of members in friendly societies, 
which are now far more generally established on principles calculated to 
secure a certain provision in sickness and old age, instead of those in- 
jurious institutions, hitherto so prevalent, which seem intended only to 
minister to the profits of publicans, and which are usually founded on 
principles that must inevitably cause their dissolution when old age over- 
takes the members, and consequently when the utility of such societies 
would be most apparent, and their benefits most needed. 

I have received the numbers that have annually belonged to three 
benefit societies, and these I give below. The first is a friendly society 
in the county of Sussex. 

Number of members in 1831 • • • 84 


9 > 


9 9 


9 9 


9 9 


9 9 
9 9 


1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 


The following are the returns from two Kentish friendly societies :-— 


9 9 
9 9 


9 9 


9 9 


9 9 


9 9 
9 9 


» 9 


Number of members in 1832 

1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 

Number of members in 1831 

1832 
1833 
1834 
1835 
1836 
1837 


9 9 


9 9 


9 9 


9 9 
9 9 


9 9 


9 9 
9 9 
9 9 
9 9 


9 9 


9 9 


64 
56 
48 
49 
64 
98 


378 
363 
356 
353 
420 
478 
461 
477 
519 
533 
609 
611 
770 


It will be perceived that these figures indicate either a very slow in- 
crease or an actual diminution previous to the passing of the new law, 
and a rapid advancement since. 
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These contrasts, however, are far less favourably to the present system 
than they w#uld appear, had pot the failure of the crops and the 
hardness of the seasons during the last year and a half pressed with 
peculiar severity on the labouring classes of this district. Every natural 
circumstance seems to have combined to test to the utmost the sound- 
ness of the principles of the Poor Laws, and put their efficacy to the 
propf. In the two counties of Kent and Sussex, referred to in the above 
table of the deposits in savings' banjcs, upwards of a miljion of money 
has been subtracted from the poor-rates since the regulations of the 
Poor Law Amendment Act c^me into operation, and if, in the face 
of this large reduction, and of many adverse circumstances, I am enabled 
to refer, not to obscure Reductions and cipnjectures, but (o the unim- 
peachable testimony of facts like the above, am I not entitled to assume 
that the effect of the measure has not been hurtful to the interests of the 
labourers or of society in general, and that the apprehensions entertained 
of it are not justified by the result ? 

I have the honour to be, 

Gentlemen, 
To the Poor Law Commissioners Your obedient servant, 

for England and Wales. E. Carleton Tupnell. 


No. 2. 

Report as to the General Effect of the New Poor Laws in the coun- 
ties of Rutland, Leicester, Derby, and Stafford. By Thomas 
Stevens, Esq., Assistant Popr Law Commissioner, 

Gentlemen, v 6th August^ 1838. 

As much has been said of late with a view to show, if possible, '* that 
the New Poor Laws are wholly inadequate to meet the difficulties arising 
in a manufacturing district from any sudden commercial depression — 
and that, even in some of the agricultural counties, the boasted results 
have been the effect of a general increased demand for labour, from 
other causes rather than from any amendment in the method of admi- 
nistering relief" — I have thought that it may be well to call your atten- 
tion to the operation of the poor-laws in my district. Ever since I was 
first intrusted with the superintendence of this division of the country, 
in November, 1836, there has been, in some part or other of it, more 
than ordinary distress ; the system of relief prescribed by your regula- 
tions has been put to as severe a test as can well be expected, and there 
is no instance in which it has failed ; wherever your regulations have 
been fairly complied with, the benefits of the change have been gene-- 
rally and fully acknowledged, I do not, of course, mean to say that 
in every part of the district the law has been always well received, and 
that the benefits have been universally felt. From the neighbourhood 
of AUstonefield, for instance, as well as from Leicester, petitions have 
been presented against the new system, which have pronounced it to be 
** quite unsuited to the circumstances of their particular localities ;'* 
but it must be observed that, in the immediate vicinity of AUstonefield, 
the law has not yet been enforced, as the necessary consent for a disso- 
lution has been withheld by the guardians of the incorporation, and this 
has hitherto prevented my making any satisfactory anangements for 
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the neighbpur}x)od ; in Leicester, too (by the dfaowiog of their own wit- 
nesses, examined in support of the petition before the Committee of 
the House of Comipons), the law has never yet been fairly tried — the 
Commissiopers' regulations have never yet been observed, for the want 
of ^ proper workhouse, which the guardiaps are now providing. I have 
little doubt, however, that uUims^tely, in both these c^es, when the law 
has been fairly brought intq operation, the people will be ready enough 
to bear similar testimopy to that here adduced frppi the other parts of 
my district, which happily furnish examples of its perfect supce^s ip 
Unions whose circumstances were otherwise exactly parallel with AIl- 
stonefield and Leicester. 

The Union of Burton-upon-Trent contains parishes from po less than 
four incorporatiops under Gilbert's Act, yi\iioii were dissolved previous 
to its formation ; and I may fairly say that there has never beep any 
objection raised against the new system by the Allstonefield guardians 
which was not pressed at first with equal warmth by the guardians of 
each of those incorporations. The feeling ag4inst the change was ap- 
parently as strong at first in the parishes of thp Burton Union as in the 
neighbourhood of AUstonefield; and yet, in those very parishes, where 
formerly the greatest apprehension existed, the benefit of the change is 
now most fully ^cknowledge4* For proof of this I need only refer you 
to the petition just forwarded to both Houses of Parliament firom this 
Union, in which the guardians have sts^ted " that, although the relief to 
the aged and really impotent throughout the Union has been raised by 
the law more than 20 per cent., the gross expenditure in relief from the 
poor-rates has, nevertheless, been reduced, the first year 37 per cent., 
and that the last quarter shows a still greater reduction ;" that although, 
** in former years, in the parish of Burton-upon-Trent, out of a popula- 
tion of 5000, there have been ficom 50 to 60 able-bodied men chargeable 
at one time, during the last severe muter there ivas not one single ap- 
plication to the guardians for relief fron^ any able-bodied man of that 
parish," The guardians also declare '* that the condition of the labour- 
ing classes has been improved in every particular ; that they are become 
more prudent, more independent, g^pd more cpnifortable in their circum- 
stances ; apd that numerous opponents of the law, some even amongst 
the poor themselves, are^ cffter a more intimate knowledge of its cha- 
racter and tendency, become more friendly to it,*' I have allpded to 
Burton particularly, as it affords the most apt exaniple, containing 
parishes from more dissolved incorporations than any other Union 
under my care ; but similar evidepce has been furnished in the petitions 
to Parliament from the Unions of Uttoxeter and Cheadle, which also 
adjoin the Allstonefield incorporation. The petition from Cheadle 
actually prays for the dissolution by law of all the remaining incorpora- 
tions under Gilbert's Act. 

I have delayed reporting upon the Ashbourne Union in hopes that 
the guardians of Allstonefield might ^t length, after such examples, 
become alive to their own interest, and allow this Union to be completed 
in a satisfactory manner. You will see by the accompanying sketch * 
(in which the proposed Unions of Ashbourne and Bakewell are sur- 
rounded by a red and blue line respectively, and the Allstonefield 
parishes, withip and about them, are marked yellow) how impossible it 
* This has beep placed in the General fieport^ opposite p. 4. 
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will be to make any eorvcmieni arrangement until this incorporatmn is 
dissolved ; even the Bakewell Union must for the present remain incom- 
plete. The parish of Stoke-upon^Trent affords the best parallel to the 
Union, of Leicester, it will be remembered that here, almost imme- 
diately afler the introduction of the law in 1836, a difference arose 
between the operatives and their employers, which had the effect of 
stopping the manufactories for nearly 13 weeks, during which time the 
payment of not less than 10,0002. per week in wages was suspended ; 
throughout this period of depression only 103 heads of families were 
relieved in consequence of the turn-out, although relief at the workhouse 
was offered to all really destitute persons who applied for it. Of course 
the resources of the operatives had been greatly reduced by this distress, 
and, unhappily, as soon as the difference between themselves and their 
employers had been settled, a depression of trade followed to an extent 
never known in the district at any former period. But, notwithstanding 
all these difficulties, the machinery of the new law has been proved 
quite equal to the emergency. By steady and regular adherence to the 
principles of the poor-laws, and the regulations which you have issued 
from time to time for their guidance, the guardians and other officers 
of the parish of Stoke-upon -Trent have discharged their arduous duties 
in a manner not only satisfactory to the rate-payers and receivers of 
their own particular parish, but most exemplary to the country at large. 
To use the words of the petition from Stoke-upon-Trent, *' The opera- 
tion of the Poor Law Amendment Act in this parish has been attended 
with the most salutary effects, in leading the working class to see that 
it is not only their duty, but essential to their comfort and happiness, to 
depend upon their own honourable exertions for support, rather than 
upon parochial relief ; that the really indigent poor have been provided 
for in such a manner as to leave no doubt upon the minds of candid 
persons of the efficiency of the present system, when compared with the 
uncertainty of the administration of the old poor-law ; and, besides these 
most important advantages, the burdens, which have pressed so heavily 
upon many persons, struggling to be above parochial relief, have been 
most materially reduced — a fact which is evidenced in this parish hy a 
diminution of 29f per cent, during the two years that the Poor Law 
Amendment Act has been in operation, as compared with the two years 
prior to its introduction^ and with a prospect of still further reduction 
with an average tradeJ* 

It is a fact well worthy of remark that even at Stoke the same indivi- 
duals did not continue chargeable to the parish throughout the whole 
period of distress ; there were many who, having at first accepted relief 
in the workhouse, remained in it only for a time, and are now support- 
ing themselves ; which is the strongest proof that could be given of the 
fallacy of all those objections to the new system that have been raised, 
upon the supposition that paupers who have once accepted relief in the 
workhouse will be unable to leave it again. 

Too much cannot be said in commendation of the patient zeal dis- 
played by the guardians and other officers of the parish of Stoke-upon- 
Trent in the execution of their duties from the first ; and the example 
which they have afforded has been readily followed by their neighbours 
in the Unions of Newcastle-under-Lyme, and Wolstanton and Burslem, 
in the latter of which the guardians have had to commence their opera- 
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tions under the severest pressure, without adequate machinery; they 
have even from the first, notwithstanding this disadvantage, shown a 
steady detei'mination to meet all their difficulties hy as close an adher- 
ence to the principles of the law as their case will adjnit of — and they 
have already begun to perceive the good effects of their labours. But 
though I have alluded to Burton-upon Trent and Stoke-upon^Trent as 
affording examples of success in Unions whose circumstances were most 
parallel to those from which petitions have been presented against the 
Poor Law Amendment Act, I must not be supposed to imply that these 
are the only striking instances of the good effects of the law. The 
Market Harborough, Melton Mowbray, Shardlow, Lutterworth, and, 
indeed, several other agricultural Unions, whose workhouses are com- 
pleted, afford as strong evidence of improvement as the Union of Bur- 
ton-upon-Trent. During the long and severe frost of last winter the 
workhouse was proved to be perfectly effective as a test of destitution 
wherever it was applied ; the labourers did contrive to continue in em- 
ployment to an extent which has surprised many of the warmest advo- 
cates of the system, and the wages of the district have not been lowered 
in consequence. In support of this assertion, I beg to refer you to a 
letter which I have received from the vice-chairman of the Market 
Harborough Union, a copy of which is annexed to this Report.* And 
at Derby, also (the only other instance in my district of a large manu* 
facturing town), the law has worked even more beneficially than could have 
been expected, as will be seen by the extract from the clerk's report to 
me of their operation, which I have also annexed to the Report^f 

I cannot conclude without availing myself of this opportunity of 
expressing my grateful acknowledgment for the cordial manner in 
which the guardians of all these Unions have behaved towards me per- 
sonally, and for the readiness with which they have carried out the 
suggestions I have occasionally made to them in the discharge of my 
official duties. 

They all appear to be aware of the advantages, to be derived by them 
from a steady co-operation with your Board in enforcing the general 
regulations put forth for their guidance ; and they endeavour to give as 
full effect as they can to all the principles of the poor-laws, as they have 
been explained to them in your various communications* 
I have the honour to remain, Gentlemen, 
Your obedient servant, 

THOMA.S Stevens, Assistant^Commiasioner^ 
To the Poor Law Commissioners 
for England and Wales. 

SappLEMBNT No. 1 is the Map No. IV., placed opposite page 4 of the 

General Report of the Board. 

Supplement No. 2. 
Copy of a Letter received from the Vice-ChairmaA of the Market 

Harborough Union. 
My dear Sir, Great Oxendon^ 3lst July, 1838. 

Feelino considerable surprise at the efforts which I perceive to be 
making in various parts to cast into disrepute the amended system of 

* Suppt, No, 2. t Suppt. No4 3. 
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tlie poor-laws, permit me, in addressing a few lines to yourself, thus to 
raise my humble voice in favour of their operation (having been vice- 
chairman of the Market Harborough Union from its very commence- 
ment until now). I unhesitatingly assert the new law to be more 
advantageous to the lower than to the higher orders of society. On this 
day a large fair was held at Market Harborough, and I made it known 
to the great majority of influential, active, and large land-owners and 
occupiers of our Union^ my intention of communicating with you upon 
this subject, and asked their opinion, with permission to quote it ; iJiey 
unanimously replied that '* I could not speak too much in its praise ; it 
worked quite well, the labourers being more industrious, more con- 
tented, and more happy ; that wages had undoubtedly risen, for ths^t 
men were very' difficult to procure." Now, sir, I have been for more 
than 30 years in parochial ofEce uninterruptedly, and have rarely 
omitted to attend our weekly meetings at the board from its very com- 
mencement, and when I see, coupled with a great saving of expense, 
the improved condition of the poor, I give up my time with unbounded 
satisfaction : the aged, the infirm, the widow, and the orphan, never 
apply to us in vain, but, in the fulness of their content, with blessings 
return us their thanks. For the direction of your judgment, and the 
observations of others as regards the able-bodied, I will proceed to 
recorded facts. At the formation of our Union, in February, 1836, 
very few indeed of the many labourers of our large and populous Union 
looked to support themselves (still less their families) without parochial 
assistance — a state of things arising out of an unwholesome and unsound 
system, more the fault of the eniployer than the employed ; in one 
word, it was the effect of the round system which placed all our working 
population upon the pauper-list. What is now the case ? — (I state i( 
with pleasure.) — During the whole of the trying period of last winter, 
and to the present time, we have had in our Union of 41 parishes, con- 
taining a population of about 15,000, only 40 applications for relief 
from able-bodied men : about half of these were dismissed on account of 
their known ability to get work ; some others were relieved on account of 
illness in their families, according as their cases required, and the 
remaining few received orders for the workhouse, and of these only one 
availed himself of the offer ; and he had a large family, which he had 
maintained nearly through the winter, and would have continued so to 
do had not his frame (an expensive one) broken, and difRcuIties arose 
with his master about its repair : he remained in the house a short time 
only till he was allowed a loan for its repair, which he is now repayii^g, 
and again doing well. 

The more provident habits of the poor strike me forcibly ; there has 
been a great decrease of early marriages. In the parish of Great Bow<« 
den (which I have selected for my inquiry), containing a population of 
1,074, there were formerly, on an average, eight marriages in the year ; 
there has been only one during the last 12 months. In Wilharston, 
which contains 681 inhabitants, and which I fix upon from its vast pro* 
portion of poor and hitherto improvident people, I find cases of bastardy 
have very considerably diminished; and undoubtedly the above facts 
apply to the whole Union. The general and apparent benefits to the 
•poor themselves arising from the amended law, is named to me most 
^equently by bgtth owners and occupiers of la^d. I have the gratifica 
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tion of associating much with them all, and am well acquainted fflth 
their opinions. 

I remain, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

Thomas Lynes, 
Vice-chairman of the Market Harborough Union^ 
To Thomas Stevens., Esq.^ 
Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, 


SUPPLEUENT No. 3. 

Copy of a Letter received jfrom the Clerk to the Derby Union. 

Sir, Berby^\UhJuly,\^9B. 

Having had a full year's experience of the workirig 6f the Poor Law 
Amendment Act, I can with great confidence say that its enactments are 
equally adapted to improve commercial as well as agricultural distrieta, 
as will he shown by the accompanying statement of the expenditure of 
this Union for the last 12 months. You will remember that at the 
commencement of the Union I expressed great doubts of its capability 
to improve this town, from the great vigilance that had previously been 
used to keep down pauperism ; but from the concentration of officers 
and the union of interests being now brought under one focus, a better 
understanding is arrived at, and the parishes are daily reaping the bene- 
fit. You will see that the parish of St. MichaePs, which had no work-* 
house, has derived an advantage of 25 per cent,, or nearly so, and I 
would beg to remark that the last year has been one of the greatest de- 
pression in trade that J have known in my experience as a parish-officer : 
viz., for the last 12 years. There is a visible move amongst the pauper 
class to get into employment. A short time ago a widow, with two 
children, who had received relief during her husband's illness, applied to 
have it continued to her children after his death, which was refused ; she 
next day offered herself as a servant at the register-office, and obtained 
a situation in the family of a clergyman, with sufficient wages to pay for 
the care and maintenance of her children, and support herself as an inde* 
pendent person. 

I was very sorry to see the Leicester petition respectmg the furniture 
of paupers being taken from them on going into the workhouse, and it 
is completely the reverse of our daily practice, for we invariably inform 
the paupers (and are particularly ordered by the Board to do so), that 
they may take ^their furniture into the house with them, and when they 
go out may take it out again ;'and I have known several instances where 
they have done so, both before and since the passing of the Poor Lf^w 
Amendment Act. 

The building of the workhouse is going on well, and will be ready for 
occupation about Michaelmas. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your very obedient humble servant, 

(Signed) John Moody, Ckrk. 
To Thomas Stevens, Esq., 
Assistant Poor Law Convndssioner. 
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An Account of the Union Expenditure of the several Parishes in the Derby 
Union, from 23rd June, 1837, to 23rd June, 1838, being the first full Year the 
Union has been in operation. 


Name of the Parish. 

Average of 
Three Years. 

Expenditure 

from 

June 1837 to 

June 1838. 

Decrease 

of 
Expenditure. 

Increase 

of 

Expenditure. 

St. Alkmund's • • 
St. Peter's . . . 
St. Werburgh's . . 
All Saints • 
St. MichaePs . • 
Litchureh . • , 
Little Chester • . 

£. «. d. 

1,558 

1,052 

1,190 

a, 323 

286 

28 

23 

£. «. d, 

1,362 11 2 

792 6 5} 
1,061. 3 
1,176 11 2 
216 9 4 
32 17 7^ 
30 2 2i 

£. *. rf. 

195 5 10 
259 13 6^ 
128 17 
146 8 10 
69 10 8 

• • 

• • 

£. «. d. 

4 17 "74* 
7 2 2i* 

5,460 

4,672 llj 

799 18 lOJ 

11 19 10 


* The cause of increase in the two small parishes is that of having a family in 
each, under suspended orders, requiring a large allowance. 


(Signed) 


John Moody, Clerk to the Union ^ 

Wth July, 1838, 


No. 3. 

Report on the TaAiNiNO of Pauper Children. By J. Phillips Kat, 
Esq., M.D., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Gentlemen, Norwich, 1838. 

The pauper children maintained in Union workhouses are dependent, 
not as a consequence of their errors, but of their misfortunes. They 
have not necessarily contracted any of the taint of pauperism. They 
are orphans, or deserted children, or bastards, or children of idiots, or of 
cripples, or felons, or they are resident in the workhouse with their pa- 
rents, who seek a brief ref^ge there. 

The dependence of certain of these classes of children cannot be tran- 
sient. The care of their natural guardians is at an end, or is suspended 
for so considerable a period, that the children have claims on the Board 
of Guardians, not for food and clothing merely, but for that moral 
sustenance which may enable them, at the earliest period, to attain 
independence. 

The physical condition of the children who are deprived of the care of 
natural guardians ought not to be elevated above that of the household 
of the self-supported labourer. Their clothes, food, and lodging should 
not be better than that which the labourer can provide for his child. But 
whenever the community encounter the responsibility of providing for 
the education of children who have no natural guardians, it is impos- 
sible to adopt as a standard for the training of such children the average 
amount of care and skill now bestowed on the moral and religious cul- 
ture of the children of the labouring classes generally, or to decide that 
their secular instruction shall be confined within limits confessedly so 
meagre and inadequate. The privation of such agencies cannot be pro- 
posed as a means of preventing undue reliance on the provision created 
by the law; but on the contrary, education is to be regarded as one ot 
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the most important means of eradicating the germs of pauperism from 
the rising generation, and of securing in the minds and in the morals of 
the people the hest protection for the institutions of society. 

The duty of providing a suitable training for pauper children is simple 
and positive, and is not to be evaded on the plea of the deficiency of such 
instruction among the self-supported classes, though the nature of the 
duty of society towards the dependent class may serve to illustrate its 
responsibilities towards every other class. 

It is important to acknowledge how far ignorance is the source of 
pauperism, and to show how important an agent for the removal of 
pauperism is a careful training in religion and industry. Of the igno- 
rance which prevails among the pauperised classes the proofs are 
abandant. 

On the 12th June, 1837, there were 1,050 adult paupers in the 
1 2 East Kent Union workhouses : of these only four could read and write 
well ; 297 could both read and write, either decently or imperfectly, and 
474 could neither read nor write. 

Of 1,675 adults in the workhouses of 22 Unions and 5 incorporations 
in Suffolk and Norfolk on the same date, 10 could read and write well, 
281 could both read and write, either decently or imperfectly, and 928 
could neither read nor write. 

The ignorance prevalent among the children trained in workhouses, 
notwithstanding the efforts recently made to improve the schools, is ex- 
hibited in the following table of the children, between the ages of 2 and 
16, maintained in the workhouses of Suffolk and Norfolk, in the week 
ending the 9th December, 1837. Every week will, however, remove a 
portion of this reproach, which must soon cease to exist 

Who can read well • « 206 

Who can read imperfectly • 217 

No. of youths from J Who cannot read • • 62 

9 to 16. \ Who can write well . • 122 

Who can write imperfectly • 138 

Who cannot write . • 211 

Who can read well . • 70 

Who can read imperfectly 149 

No. of boys from J Who cannot read • • 267 

2 to 9. S Who can write well . . 6 

Who can write imperfectly « 56 

Who cannot write . • 398 

« 

Who can read well , . 173 

Who can read imperfectly • 207 

No. of girls from J Who cannot read . . 38 

9 to 16. \ Who can write well . . 47 

Who can write imperfectly • 97 

Who cannot write » . 262 

Who can read well . • 30 

Who can read imperfectly . 186 

Who cannot read • • 225 

Who can write well . • 1 

Who can write imperfectly • 33 

Who cannot write . • 407 


No. of girls from 
2 to 9. 
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It must be confessed, and with the deepest regret, that the inquiries 
of the Statistical Society of Manchester, respecting^ the education of the 
poorer classes in the boroughs of Manchester, Salford, Liverpool, Bury, 
Bolton, and York, and in the towns of Ashton, Stayley Bridge, and 
Dukinfield, and the results of similar investigations of the Statistical 
Society of London, in the Borough of Westminster, of the Statistical 
Society of Bristol, in that city, and of the committee of the Maryle- 
bone vestry, in their parish, together with the inquiries of Mr. Leonard 
Horner, the Inspector of Factories, afford but slender opportunities for 
contrast between the state of instruction among the self-supported and 
dependent classes in this country. But this observation ought to be 
coupled with the fact that England is the most pauperised country in 
Europe, and that in which the Government has effected little or nothing 
for the education of the poorer classes. 

The dependence of the majority of the pauper children is unavoidable 
and absolute. The burthen of their dependence cannot cease, even 
temporarily, unless the children be reared in industry. The conse- 
quences of a neglect of training in the old workhouses may be ascer- 
tained by such inquiries as were conducted by Mr. Hickson in the 
gaols, at the request of the Poor Law Commissioners, when he found 
that crime had recruited its ranks, to a large extent, from the work- 
houses under former management. Whether the state acknowledge 
it^ interest in the education of the masses or not, the consequences of a 
neglect of the pauper class evidently were prolonged dependence 
and subsequent chargeability as criminals in the prisons and penal 
colonies. 

The state is in loco parentis to the pauper children, who have no 
natural guardians, and the interest it has in the right discharge of its 
responsibilities may be illustrated by supposing the Government had 
determined tb require direct, instead of indirect service, in return for 
education. If the 'army and navy were recruited by Uie workhouse 
children, it i$ evideYit that it would be the interest of the state to rear 
a race of hardy and intelligent men — instructed in the duties of their 
station — taught to fear God and honour the Queen. The state has not 
less interest,* though it may be less apparent, in supplying the merchant 
service with sailors, and the farms and the manufactories of the country 
with workmen, and the households of the upper and middle classes 
with domestic servants : it has the most positive and direct interest in 
adopting measures to prevent the rearing of a race of prostitutes and 
felons. 

It may be.questionable how far it would be proper to permit the 
pauper children to volunteer for service in the army and navy, and to 
train them a/xordingly ; but the duty of rearing these children in reli- 
gion and industry, and of imparting to them such an amount of secular 
knowledge as may fit them to discharge the duties of their station, can- 
not be doubted. 

The workhouses of 35 Unions in Norfolk and Suffolk are now com- 
pleted, and are in full operation. These Unions contain 537,027 in- 
habitants, or about one twenty-sixth part of the population of England 
and Wales. In the week ending 9th December, 1837, the workhouses 
of these Unions contained — 
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Youths from 9 to 16 • • 483 

Girls from 9 to 16 • « 420 

Boys from 2 to 9 . • 547 

Girls from 2 to 9 • . 456 


1,906 


or 1,906 children, from 2 to 16, were in that week maintained and edu- 
cated in 35 Union workhouses now in operation in Norfolk and 
Suffolk. 

The questions presented for the consideration of the Poor Law Com- 
missioners are — 

1. What number of children maintained in the Union workhouses 
will remain there during periods which will render them chiefly, if not 
solely, dependent on Boards of Guardians for education. 

2. How fav would the absence of a <well-de vised- system of education 
for these classes of children tend to increase the extent of hereditary 
pauperism, and what would be the consequent pecuniary burden, 
and — 

3. What means can be legitimately adopted to train these children in 
such a way as to render their future dependence on the rate-payers im- 
probable. 

The children of able-bodied labourers are resident for short periods 
only in the Union workhouses, add their temporary dependence on the 
care of the Boards of Guardians does not entail upon those bodies so 
serious a responsibility as arises When a child has no natural g^uardians, 
or when its natural guardians are prevented from performing their 
duties by physical and legal . disabilities. In such cases the child is 
dependent on the Board of Guardians* for nlbre than maintenance : it 
must be trained in industry, in correct moral habits, and in religion ; and 
must be fitted* to dis(harg^ the duties of its station in life. 

Perceiving that a very large porportion of the children maintained in 
workhouses were not protected by iiatur^l guardians, or could Hot 
receive effectual protection from them, I was anxious to ascertain their 
exact number, and for this purpoise I issued a circular to the masters 
of workhouses throughout Norfolk and Suffolk, in which I inquired, Ist^ 
What number of bastards, orphans, children deserted by their father, 
children deserted by their father and mother, children of men under- 
going punishment for crime, children of persons dependent on parochial 
aid on- account of mental or bodily infirmity, were re^iident in each 
workhouse. These children will evidently owe the greater part, if not 
the whole, of their training in industry and religion to the care of the 
Board of Guardians, on account of the loss of their parents, or their 
inability to perform their natural duties^ I also inquired, 2nd, What 
number of children of able-bodied widows, of able-bodied widowers, 
and what number of children belonging to large families of able-bodied 
labourers admitted into the workhouse as relief to their parents, were 
resident in the workhouses. These latter classes are likely to remain in 
the workhouses longer than a third class, viz,, the children of able-bodied 
parents who seek a temporary asylum there with their families^ but 
whose dependence is generally transient, In the two former groi^is. of 
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classes, the children will be mainl}', if not entirely, dependent for their 
training on the Guardians, or they will remain so lon^ dependent as to 
render their education a subject of ^reat importance, when considered 
only in relation to its probable efiects on the amount of pauperism, 
which has formerly been directly reproduced from such sources, and 
which would probably be perpetuated without such care. 
I' The results of my inquiries in Norfolk and Suffolk are contained in 
the following table, which exhibits the number of children, from 2 to 
16, resident in the Union workhouses in the week ending 9th Decem- 
ber, in each of the classes likely to be dependent on the Boards of 
Guardians, until they are fitted by their education to earn their own 
livelihood. Besides the children enumerated in this table, the work- 
houses contained in the same week 59 children of able-bodied parents, 
who were also resident in the workhouses, and 259 infants too young 
for instruction. 

Bastards •«.•••• 543^ 

Orphans ••••.•* 382 

Children deserted by the father • . • 279 

Children deserted by father and mother . . 54 

Children of men undergoing punishment for crime . 171 
Children of persons dependent on parochial aid on 

account of mental or bodily infirmity . , 116 

Children of able-bodied widows, resident in the Union 

workhouse • . • . . . 144 

Children of able-bodied widowers resident iu the 

Union workhouse • . • • . 36 

Children belonging to large families of able-bodied 

labourers, admitted into the workhouse as relief to 

their parents • « • • . « 122 


Total J, • . 1,847 

It is difficult to perceive how the dependence of the orphan, bastard, 
and deserted children, and the children of idiots, helpless cripples, and 
of widows relieved in the Union workhouses, could cease, if no exertion 
were made to prepare them to earn their livelihood by skilful labour, 
and to fit them to discharge their social duties by training them in 
correct moral habits, and giving them knowledge suited to their station 
in life. 

It may be important to consider what is the usual training of an 
agricultural labourer's child under his father's roof, and in what respects 
it may be proper to imitate that training in educating those children who 
are necessarily maintained in workhouses. 

The child of a labourer reared beneath its parent's roof is trained to 
labour. At a very early period the lad follows his father a-field — he 
rides the horse home or to water — ^he is employed to scare the crows 
from the recently sown corn. By and bye he assists his father when 
threshing in the barn — he drives the plough team. At hay-time the 
whole family, both boys and girls, find constant work ; at harvest they 
are very early employed in gleaning ; at seed-time they work, at a very 
tender age, at wheat dropping. 
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The boys gradually become thus initiated in the duties of husbandry, 
until by assisting more or less in ploughing, harrowing, threshing, 
milking, and the charge of horses, they take their station in some de- 
partment of husbandry; commonly first as team-men ; and afterwards 
are gradually employed in those departments of labour requiring greater 
skill, and implying more confidence in their integrity and industry. 

This is the industrial training of a labourer's boy» when resident under 
his father's roof. 

The girls do much work a-field. I haTe already alluded to their ser- 
vices in the corn and hay harvest, and at wheat setting* They are also 
employed in carrying their father's provisions to the field — ^in stone 
gathering — in hoeing — in turnip topping, and other agricultural work, 
which is not deemed too laborious to be performed by a female in the 
rural districts. In the labourer's own hojisehold (the more appropriate 
scene of female exertion and care) the girls learn to scour the floors. 
Id wash the linen, to sew and knit, and to clean the few utensils which 
their father may possess ; to assist their mother in baking or in cooking 
their frugal meal, or in nursing a younger child. The girls thus acquire 
a knowledge of domestic duties, and become fitted (too frequently, it is 
to be feared, not so fully as could be wished) to perform the domestic 
duties, and to encounter the domestic cares of a labourer's household. 

Little can be said respecting the training which the children of labour- 
ers receive in useful learning suited to their station in life, because few 
schools exist in the rural districts, and the instruction in many of those 
which do exist is meagre. 

Neither can it be said that the religious instruction of the labourer's 
family is always satisfactorily promoted by the existence of customs, 
such as prevail in the household of the Scottish peasantry, but the do- 
mestic and social sympathies are awakened and cherished by mingling 
with their father's family, and associating with their neighbours. 

But if an orphan, bastard, or deserted child, or the child of an idiot, 
helpless cripple, or felon, or of a widow, be maintained in the Union 
workhouse from the age of three to the age of fourteen, the age when 
he ought to go to work, one of two results must ensue. 

1. Either the child must at that period have acquired such habits of 
industry, such skill in some useful art, and such correct moral habits, as 
to render his services desirable ; in which case he will go to service, and 
his dependence will cease. 

Or, 2ndly, by neglect, or by the adoption of a system of training not 
calculated to prepare them for the discharge of the practical duties of 
their station in life, the pauper children maintained in workhouses are 
not qualified for service^ and then it becomes necessary to adopt the old 
expedient for the removal of the burthen created by the absence of a 
correct system of moral and industrial training ; viz., to apprentice the 
children to a trade or calling, by paying a premium to some artisan to 
instruct them in an art by which they may earn their subsistence. 

The payment of premiums for apprenticeship has been shown to be a 
system having many most pernicious tendencies, and which has altogether 
failed to promote the well-being of the children, for whose benefit this 
expedient was adopted. That it should have proved inefficacious cannot 
be a legitimate subject of surprise, when, apart from all other sources of 
failure^ it is borne in mind^ that a child apprenticed from a workhouse 
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under the former Hygtem had been brought up in listless idleness, or use- 
less and inappiopHate work, to which it whs subjected as a task, and that 
it was in constant association with all the vicious adult males and females 
con^gated within the workhouse of the.incorpoiation or parish — with- 
out any means being used to teach it how to earn its livelihood, or to 
reav it in the habit of performing its duties. 

It will be deemed a moderate computation if I suppose, that out of 
the 1847 children more permanently supported in the workhouses of 
Norfolk and Suffolk, idl) would have to be annually apprenticed, if the 
children were not prepared for the diechar;^ of their duties in a^r life 
by careful training. In the Samford hundred alone, containing only 
11,000 inhabitants, 33 children were apprenticed annually for a series of 
sixteen years, at an average premium of about 101. each.* If, there- 
fore, ISO children were apprenticed from the present workhouses of Nor- 
folk and Suffolk every year, 4S&6, or in round numbers, 4300 children 
would have to be apprenticed annually in England and Wales, at an ex- 
pense of 43,000/. per annum, provided means cannot he adopted fur 
training the children educated in workhouses in such a manner as to 
avoid any necessity for having recourse to the system of apprenticeship 
in future. This expense could only be regarded as the final expense 
attending a neglect of the industrial and moral training of the children, 
upon the assumption that the future dependence of these children would 
be averted by their apprenticeship, a consequence which Js contrary to 
all previously ascertained fects. Even if this preliminary expense were 
incurred, and the apprenticeship of the children were conducted with 
much greater care and skill than it formerly was, under the management 
of parishes or incorporations, a large number uf the children whose 
training had been n^lected up to the period of their apptenttceship, 
would be found so ignorant, idle, and vicious, that the efforts of the best 
master would be vainly exerted for their reformation, and they would 
sooner or later become a disgrace and burden to the country, either in 
its gaols or in its workhouses. 

• SUFFOLK:— SAMFOHD HUNDKED— TATTINGSTONE HOUSE. 

Betdiih of the Niimbct of Chiidbsh AoBiTTir. also the Nurater whu he™ ho»n DucH.Bom, 

AmiHTiciD, PuMD nr Siinct, d( luie DuD. in epf h V«i. dnriui Seren Y«n, anding Uw 

saib Much, isa;. 


IbainjilMf fFeiWioiue,22iii JauaTy, 1838. 
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It 18 found in Ifae sehools of tlie Children's Friend Society al Hackney 
Wick and Chiswick, that the reformation of the vagabond children 
trained there is extremely difficult, if not impossible, when they are ad- 
mitted after the age of twelve^ The success of the apprentice's master 
would probably be less when he received a child from a workhouse^ 
where no care had been taken to form habits of industry and good con- 
duct, and where the instruction of the children in knowledge suited to 
their station in life, and in religion, had been neglected. 

The number of children maintained and educated in the workhouses 
of Norfolk and Suffolk is greatly less than in some other parts of Eng- 
land. Thus I am aware that the workhouse-schools in the county of 
Kent contain a much greater number of children in proportion to the 
populati<m, whereas probably in the north of England, a smaller num* 
ber of children might be found to be dependent on the rate-payers. 

Though the workhouses have only recently recdved certain classes of 
children, and many workhouses have been brought into operation at a 
very recent period, the following table shows that the dependence of a 
considerable number of the children cannot be regarded as transient : — 

Table showing the period during which Children have resided in 
Workhouses in Norfolk and Suffolk, in answer to a Circular 
issued 3rd January, 1838. 

Number of children of both sexes, between the ages of 2 and 16, 

who have been in the workhouses less than a fortnight . . 193 
Number more than a fortnight and less than a month * . . . 223 

Number more than 1 month and less than 3 548 

Number more than 3 months and less than 6 307 

^Number more than 6 months and less than 1 year 275 

Number more than 1 year 474 

Children are received into the infant school of the Glasgow Normal 
Seminary from the age of two to that of six. If, therefore, means were 
provided for the adoption of a correct classification, the whole of the 
1847 children maintained for considerable periods in the workhouses of 
Norfolk and Suffolk, now in operation, are of an age to be trained 
according to the system pursued in the Glasgow Normal Seminary. 
The reader will bear in mind that these workhouses contain 59 children 
and 259 infants, besides 1847 children between the ages of two and six- 
teen, who are longer resident there. 

If the children maintained in the workhouses of the rest of England be 
admitted to bear the same proportion to the population as in Norfolk 
and Suffolk, the workhouses of England would contain 46,125 children 
between the ages of two and sixteen, and 44,697 children between 
the ages of two and sixteen who are longer resident in the workhouses. 

If the want of classification, and the absence of correct disciplinei which 
prevailed in the old workhouses, continued in the new, a great number 
of these latter children would acquire the habits of hereditary paupers, 
or even of felons, and (which would by no means be improbable) if one- 
tenth of them only became dependent during six montlia of each year^ 
with families of the ordinary size, they would occasion a burthen of 
104,574/* 12s. per annum. 

It is certainly impossible to exhibit the consequences of^such neglect 
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by direct statistical calculations, and a moralist would probably depre- 
cate the adoption of such a method of appreciating the effects of this 
mismanagement, or, if he admitted it, would urge that a mass of here- 
ditary paupers could not fail to prove a demoralizing leaven which would 
corrupt society, and, by its vicious influence, vastly increase the charge 
which the public would sustain in relieving the indigence of an enervated, 
vicious, or turbulent race, and in protecting society from their assaults. 

The Commissioners will not be insensible to any consideration which 
could influence the mind of a moralist in estimating the effects of dif- 
ferent systems of training on the probable future destiny of 44,697 chil- 
dren ; but such considerations are so inseparably connected with that 
single object which the Commissioners can legitimately popose to 
accomplish, viz., the cessation of the dependence of these children on 
the rate-payers at the earliest period, that means must necessarily be 
employed which would satisfy the moralist that all he can desire will be 
attained when these objects are fulfilled. I, therefore, proceed to inquire 
what means can legitimately be adopted to train these children in such 
a way as to render their future dependence on the rate-payers im« 
probable. 

In discussing this question it will be more convenient to consider — 

1. Whether the general arrangements for the maintenance of chil- 
dren in workhouses could be improved, before deciding. 

2. What methods should be adopted respecting — 

A. The industrial training of the children. 

B. The methods of instruction and moral discipline. 

C. The extent of secular instruction. 

D. Religious instruction. 

When these subjects have been considered in relation to a proposed 
improvement in the general management — 

3. The applicability of these principles to existing arrangements in 
Union workhouses will be determined. 

The establishment of two county or district schools of industry in each 
of the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk appears to be rendered desirable 
by various important considerations. 

1 . The number of orphans and other children of the first class main- 
tained in each Union workhouse throughout these counties is not sufii- 
cient to afford an opportunity for correct classification, so as to conduct 
the general and industrial instruction of the children on such a system 
and by such methods, in each workhouse-school, as to procure the largest 
amount of benefit from a careful training of the children. The children 
of able-bodied labourers, for the most part, are received into the work- 
houses with their parents, who seek only a temporary refuge there, and 
their period of residence is so short that the children rather disturb the 
routine of school arrangements adopted in the workhouses than, by their 
numbers, increase the efficiency of the system adopted. 

The industrial training of the children who have no natural guardians, 
and who are therefore altogether dependent on the Board of Guardians 
for instruction in the practical duties of life, is thus impaired by two cir- 
cumstances which would cease to exist provided such children were sen 
to a District school. 
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The classification of the children separately from the adults (excepting 
their parents) is preserved with care in the workhouses of Norfolk and 
Suffolk, but cannot be rendered perfect in any workhouse as at present 
regulated. The adult paupers maintained in workhouses are generally 
persons of confirmed pauper habits* and from association with whom the 
children could acquire nothing but evil. The females are generally per* 
sons whose characters unfit them for service, and the men are objects of 
fear or suspicion to the occupiers, or persons whose indolence or want of 
skill renders their labour valueless. The children must come more or 
less into contact with these persons, and all association with them conta* 
minates. Moreover, the training of a child should not be procured by 
coercion and restraint, but rather by inspiring him with a love of in- 
dustry aiid knowledge, and it would doubtless be an advantage that what- 
ever pleasant associations the child might connect with the care bestowed 
on his early years should attach to the District school, and not to the 
toorkhouse, 

A child should not be degraded in his own estimation by being a 
member of a despised class. A child cannot be a pauper in the sense 
in which that term is commonly understood — that is, he cannot be indi- 
gent as the consequence of his own want of industry, skill, frugality, or 
forethought, and he ought not therefore to be taught to despise himself. 
The pauper apprentice and the juvenile vagrant were, under the old 
system, brethren of the same class — outcasts ; neither trained by frugal 
and industrious parents, nor by a well-devised system of public industrial 
instruction. 

The dependence of these children is probably the natural consequence 
of the crimes or follies (but it may also be of the misfortunes) of their 
parents, and in any of these cases it is the interest of society that the 
children should neither inherit the infamy, nor the vice, nor the misfor ■ 
tunes of their parents. 

This stigma, and consequent loss of self-esteem, would be entirely 
removed if the children were taught at a District school, with other 
children, not received from the workhouses, nor the offspring of pauper 
parents. 

When the whole arrangements for the Unions of Norfolk and Suffolk 
are completed those counties will contain 39 Unions or incorporations, 
for the workhouses of which it will be necessary to provide efficient 
schoolmasters and schoolmistresses. I find it impossible to secure the 
services of schoolmasters from Scotland at a lower sum than 35^. or 
40^. per annum, with a separate apartment and maintenance in the 
workhouse. The salary for a good schoolmistress is 20/. per annum 
with a separate apartment and maintenance. Several Unions have 
consented to give 35/. per annum to their schoolmaster, and 20/. 
per annum to their schoolmistress, with separate apartments and 
maintenance. One or two Unions have agreed to higher salaries. 
Where the salaries are lower the schoolmasters and schoolmistresses have 
never received any regular instruction in a correct system of training 
children ; and, though exertions have been made to improve their me- 
thods by sending them to better schools for short periods, or by sending 
well trained teachers to. th#ir schools, these teachers are still very imper- 
fectly acquainted with their duties. 

The salaries offered in the various Unions for the services of school- 
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masteYS and schoolmistresses are often not sufficient to secure efficient 
instructors, and persons trained in the model-schools in the metropolia 
and in Scotland have some aversion to a residence in a workhouse. 

A combination of Unions for the support of a common school for the 
instruction of the children who have lost their natural guardians would 
enable the Boards to provide the most efficient schoolmasters and 
schoolmistresses, and, at the same time, to reduce their annual expendi- 
ture. (See Calculations.) The objections entertained by duly qualified 
teachers to a residence in the workhouse would not exist with respect to 
a central school separate from all the workhouses. 

In 39 workhouses the cost of this arrangement may be thus esti- 
mated : — 

Lowest salaries at which the efficiency of the schools of 39 workhouses 

could be maintained. 

£. s. (L, 

Schoolmasters, 35/. per annum each • , 1,365 

Schoolmistresses, 201. per annum each , 780 
Maintenance of schoolmasters, at 8^. per 

week, 20/. 16;. per annum • . • . 811 4 

Maintenance of schoolmistresses, ditto, ditto 811 4 

£3,767 8 
Besides this outlay, a pauper' shoemaker and tailor, employed in 
assisting the schoolmaster, are generally maintained in each workhouse, 
at an outlay of 3; . or 4;. per week each, or 71. I6s. per annum each, 
which, in 39 workhouses, would amount to an outlay of 60B/. Ss,, or 
811/. 4*. 

In each of these 39 Unions at least 80Z. must also be expended in 
Bibles, Testaments, Prayer-books, catechisms, lesson-books, apparatus 
in gardening, and carpenters' tools, shoemakers' and tailors' imple- 
ments^ &c., and in fitting up a separate wash-house and laundry for the 
girls. As the lowest sum, an outlay of 3120/. must thus be incurred, 
and 20/. would have to be expended in fitting up the apartments of 
schoolmaster and schoolmistress, making a total outlay of 4,000/.- 
Many considerable advantages as respects discipline would be secured 
by assembling the children, now more permanently maintained in the 
39 workhouses, in four District schools^ which should each contain 400 
or 500 children. 

These four schools might be provided with the most efficient school- 
masters and schoolmistresses, 8(c., for the following annual outlay for 
salaries, and abundant maintenance : — 

Four schools containing 400 or 500 children each. 

£•: 

Four principal schoolmasters, 1 ^ - tr^m a^^ 

Four principal schoolmistres^s, r^^^"^« ^^^^- • • ^00 

Maintenance, 10*. per week each , 208 

Four assistant schoolmasters, 1 i • ^^i c^a^ 

Four assistant schoolmistresses, f ^*'^"^* ^^^' • • ^^^ 

Maintenance, \0s. per week each ••.... 208 

* 

Carried forward . , f 1,056 
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Brought forwfurd , • . 1,056 
Four Uilors' wages, 10^, per week, \ 

Maintenance, 5*. . • ditto j ^^^ 

Four shoemakers' ditto, ditto . • 156 

Four laundresses, 15/. per annum, wages • • • . 60 

Maintenanoe»- 5 j« per week 52 

^1,480 
Four chaplains, 100/. per annum • # • • . . 400 


<ei,880 

A clear saving of 2000/. per annum' in the salaries and maintenance 
of officers would be thus accomplished in 39 Unions, and the Boards of 
Guardians would be enabled to obtain efficient schoolmasters and school- 
mistresses by affording sufficient salaries and more liberal maintenance 
and accommodation. 

If such Unions as, upon a careful estimate, are likely to supply to a 
District school 400 children of the classes who have lost the guardian- 
ship of their parents were united for the purpose of maintaining such an 
establishment, it ought to be so conducted as to insure the cessation of 
the dependence of the children trained there at the earliest period. 

Having been impressed with the importance of considering the prin- 
ciples on which such an establishment should be conducted, the Com- 
missioners are aware that my colleague, Mr. Tuffiiell, and myself visited 
Scotland for the purpose of inspecting the Sessional School, conducted 
by Mr. Wood, in Edinburgh, and the model schools of the Glasgow 
Normal Seminary. The Commissioners are also aware that we have 
visited various industrial schools in quest of similar information, parti- 
cularly the schools of the Children's Friend Society at Hackney Wick, 
and at the Victoria Asylum, Chiswick, and Lady Noel Byron's school 
at Ealing, &c. More recently I have had an opportunity of inspecting 
the principal schools of Holland and Belgium. 

The attention which my duties have required me to give to the im-» 
provement of the methods of instruction pursued in the schools of 
Union workhouses, and the necessity of placing clearly before myself 
the principles on which the schools should be regulated, induced me to 
prepare a slight sketch of a school, which I submit to the Commission- 
ers as the result of inquiries and observations respecting plans pur- 
sued in the schools previously alluded to, but into which I have carefully 
avoided the introduction of any plan which has not been thus tested by 
experience. 

The object which can be most legitimately proposed as a ground 
for the interference of the Poor Law Commissioners in the training 
of children maintained and educated in the workhouses is the eifect 
wliieh such training must have in the formation of habits of industry, 
and thus enabling them in after-life to support themselves by the labour 
of their hands 

A. I therefore propose to consider, in the first place, what methods 
should be adopted for the industrial training of the children. 

The great object to be kept in view in regulating any school for the 
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instruction of the children of the labouring class is the rearing of hardy 
and intelligent working men, whose character and habits shall afford the 
largest amount of security to the property and order of the community. 
Not only has the training of the children of labourers hitherto been de- 
feccive, both in the methods of instruction pursued, and because it has 
been confined within the most meagre limits, but because it has failed to 
inculcate the gr«at practical lesson for those whose sole dependence for 
their living is on the labour of their hands by early habituating them to 
patient and skilful industry. 

An orphan or deserted child, educated from infancy to the age of 12 or 
14 in a workhouse, if taught reading, writing and arithmetic only, is 
generally unfitted for earning his livelihood by labour. Under such a 
system he would never have been set to work. He would therefore 
have acquired no skill ; he would be[effeminate, and, what is worse, the 
great practical lesson in patient and skilful industry, which he would have 
acquired had he been so fortunate as to live beneath ths roof of a frugal 
and industrious father, would be wanting. 

In mingling various kinds of industrial instruction with the plan of 
training pursued in the model-school, it is not proposed to prepare the 
children for some particular trade or art, so as to supersede the necessity 
for further instruction ; it is chiefly intended that the practical lesson, 
that they are destined to earn their livelihood by the sweat of their brow, 
shall be inculcated ; to teach them the use of various tools, so that they 
may be enabled to increase the comfort of their own households by the 
skill which they have acquired, or to obtain a greater reward for their 
labour by superior usefulness. 

The district school should be surrounded by a garden of six, eight, 
or ten acres, in which the system of instruction in gardening adopted in 
Lady Byron's school, at Ealing, in conformity with the plans pursued 
in De Fellengburg's establishment at Hofwyl, in the school of the Chil- 
dren's Friend Society at Hackney Wic^;, and also by the Earl of 
Lovelace, Mr. Alien, and others, ought to be pursued. The school- 
master should, at the appointed hours, accompany the boys into the 
garden, and superintend their instruction in digging, hoeing, planting, 
and careful gardening. They will thus be initiated in employment 
closely resembling rural labour, which, if it were only followed by the 
useful result of enabling them in after-life to cultivate their cottage 
allotment with greater skill, would be a desirable acquisition. The 
schoolmaster should be provided with some simple elementary works 
on gardening, from which some of the oldest boys should read extracts 
daily to the school ; after which the master should ask such questions, 
and make such comments, as he may deem desirable, to awaken and 
sustain the attention of the children. 

The following is an account of the system of industrial instruction 
pursued in the garden of the Ealing Grove School, as given by Mr. 
Duppa : — 

*^ Gardens, of the sixteenth of an acre, were measured out and let to 
the elder boys at threepence per month ; seeds they either bought of 
their master or procured from their friends. Racks for the tools were 
put up and numbered, so that each boy had a place for his own, and in 
that he was required to keep them. 
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^ The objects ' of tbis scbooi are to educate children denned for 
country pursuits, in a manner to make them better workmen, and more 
intelligent and happier men than is at present the case. For this pur« 
pose it was conceived necessary that they should early acquire the ha- 
bits of patient industry ; that they should be acquainted with the value 
of labour, and know the connexion between it and property ; that they 
should have intelligence, skill, and an acquaintance with the objects by 
which they are surrounded ; that the higher sentiments, the social and 
moral part of their being, should obtain a full development ; the habit 
of patient industry is endeavoured to be given to them by requiring that 
they should labour for a portion of the day, viz., three hours ; and this, 
partly for the institution, partly for themselves, in their own gardens. 
During the perjod in. which they work for the institution they are paid 
according to the labour they are able to perform ; the monitor, who 
watches over them, reporting the industry ot each to theif master, who 
remunerates thefn accordingly. In their gardens they ate allywed to 
labour for an hour and a half each day : and, as they pay a rent .for the 
land and purchase the seeds, they become anxious to spend that time 
most actively in bringing their gardens into -as forward a state as they 
can. On account of the rough state of the ground, and ihe^ novel du- 
ties of the schoolmaster, there was, in the first instance, a gardener 
hired, who directed them in the cultivation of their gardens, and in- 
structed them how to obtain a rotation of crops, in' order that the 
ground should 'never'remain unoccupied, but his services have now been 
for some time discontinued. So industriously have the boys laboured, 
and so well have they succeeded, that their gardens, with few excep- 
tions, presented, before the crops were harvested, an appearance of 
neatness and good husbandry. They have all since' either disposed 
of their vegetable's, or taken them home to their families^ But ve- 
getables were not the only crop, around the border of each flowers 
were cultivated. It is a great matter to induce a taste for, and to give 
a knowledge of, the manner of cultivating flowers. They afe luxuries 
within the power of every person to command. 

** There is a cpn^id^rable gaiety and alacrity in ali this ; the boys 
learn to sing many cheerful and merry songs ; they strike up a tune as 
t^iey go out in bands to work, and as they return they do the same. 
Their tools are taken down from their appropriate places, and are duly 
returned to them, so that whenever the school may be visited it .will be 
found that there is a place for everything, and that everything is in its 
place. But this is not for the sake of gratifying the eye of the visitor. 
Of all habits that give value to industry and exertion, that promote 
comfort and favour virtue, there is not one more efficacious than this. 
It is, too, a habit in which the labouring classes are peculiarly deficient ; 
the cultivation of it is considered in this school a point of great moment. 
Nor is it confined to the arrangement of the tools ; prudence and fore- 
sight are closely connected with the accurate keeping of accounts. 
Accordingly, each boy has a little book of receipt and expenditure. The 
profits of his garden, the earnings of his labour, &c., are entered on one 
side ; the payment of rent, the purchase of seeds, &c., on the other. 
An extract from the children's books will best show their character. 
When sufficient time has elapsed, there is but little doubt not only that 
the gardens will become more profitable, but other branches of industry 
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will be BO brgftnised as to bring in a return of Bome importance. We 
do not make this asBertion at hazard, as last year one of the boys cleared 
1/. ISs. lOd. from his sixteenth of an acre of land, after paying the rent, 
seeds, manure, &c.- 


cc 


George Kirby, aged 14 years* 
Cash* 


1836. 

Received. 

1 

Particulars of 
Receipt and Expenditure. 

Paid. 

■ 

£. f. 

A 


£. 

8. 

d. 

4th March . • 


• 

Onion seed • » • » • 





2 

Ist April • « 



• 

1 month's rent * • • • 





^ 

4th .. , 



• 

1 quart of peas • . • . 





3 

l8t May . . 



• 

1 month'K rent 





H 

1st . . , 


0* 

n 

For work. 




6th .. , 



• 

1 bushel of potatoes • « • 



2 



10th . , , 



ft 

Lettuce seed 





2 

24tt . • , 



• 

Scarlet beans . • • ; 



U 

4 

30th . . , 



■ 

French ditto . ... • . 





2 

1st Jane . . 



• 

1 month^s rent .... 





1} 

14th . . . 



• 

Cabbage plants • • . • 





1^ 

16th • . . 


o' 

7i 

Lettuce plants. 




23rd . . , 




10 

For labour. 




1st July • , 


• 

• 

1 month's rent • • • • 





li 

14th .• . 


1 

4 

2 pecks of peas. 




16th . . . 




1 

Onions. 




18th . • . 




^ 

Scarlet runners. 




24th . • . 




9 

Do, do. 




30th . . . 




4 

Do. do. 




Ist August , 

■ -I 

*• 

• 

1 month's rent • • . . 





li 

4th .. , 




9 

Scarlet runners 




7th .. , 




8 

Potatoes. 




9th .. . 


1 

1 

Scarlet runners* 




nth . . . 




8 

Potatoes. 




16th • . 




4 

Scarlet runners. 




27th . . , 




2 

Do. do. 




Ist Septembe 

r . 

• 

• 

1 month's rent ...» 





n 

13th . • 




6 

Scarlet runners. 



A 

17th . . 




2 

Do. do. 




Ist October 


• 

• 

1 month's rent . . . • 





li 

I5th . . 


1 

10 

For labour to September 30th. 



m 

19th . . 


8 

6 

Potatoes. 




26th . • 


6 



Do. 

£ 





1 5 

OJ 



4 

I 

• 

4 

1 






£ 

1 

11} 


" Thus far has a sound foundation been laid ; habits of industry and 
cheerfulness while at labour— habits of order and arrangement in the 
management of expenditure. And did the education cease here, these 
are not ail the advantages which would be derived' from it. The gar* 
dens are all exposed, all know the value of produce. It has been asked 
by persons who have visited the school, • Do not the children rob one 
another ? Is their little produce safe V It is safe ; they do not rob one 
another* The rightful acquisition of property begets a knowledge of 
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the principles upon which right is grounded. It is clear to them that a 
mutual respect for one another's rights is the only guarantee for the 
safety of property. Mutual aggressions would soon destroy their little 
gardens. The children do not rob, and are thus* acquiring habits of 
justice and honesty. 

** Affain, many of the operations in their little gardens require greater 
strength than one child is possessed of ; they look for assistance to their 
neighbours, and it is given. This, to those who have not reflected upon 
this subject, may "appear a trifle, but the harmony of society is greatly 
dependent upon the cultivation of good-will and a readiness to oblige 
and assist ; and any plan is worthy of consideration which can early- 
make the value of this social quality evident to children, and can ground 
a habit upon it" 

The plans pursued at Ealing Grove would require considerable modi- 
fication in a school containing pauper children. It would not be pos- 
sible to afford the stimulus of wages for labour on land not allotted to 
the children, nor could the profits of the allotments be given to children 
maintained at the expense of the rate-payers in the county school, but 
it would be desirable that the land should be divided into allotments 
among those boys who had acquired a certain amount of skill in gar- 
dening, and that a separate account should be kept for such allotment 
of the seeds and manure furnished and their value, and of the crop's 
produced and their value ; and the accounts thus rendered should from 
time to time be examined and certified by the master, and compared 
before the school. When an orphan or deserted child was about to 
leave the school to go into service, the account of his labour in the gar- 
den and elsewhere should be carefully examined before certifying his 
diligence; and the produce of his allotments and work might be consi- 
dered in reference to the nature of the outfit granted him on leaving 
the establishment. 

The products of the children's labour would have a certain value. 
Thus, for example, the establishment would be altogether supplied with 
vegetables from the garden cultivated by the boys. It is therefore de- 
sirable, before proceeding further^ to remark that the object of setting 
the children to work is not to make a profit of their labour^ but to accu8' 
torn thein to patient application to such appropriate work as will be 
most likely to jit them for the discharge of the duties of that station 
which they will probably Jill in after life. If the hope of profit from 
the labour of the children be not considered subordinate to the great 
object of enabling them to earn their liveUhood by the employment of 
the surrounding district, or in assisting them to contribute to the com- 
fort of their households by the exercise of their skill during periods of 
leisure, the establishment would necessarily fail as a means of promot- 
ing the independence of the children unavoidably chargeable to the rate- 
payers from the ordinary casualties of life. 

I have therefore mentioned the employment of gardening in the firdt 
instance, because, though more nearly allied to rural labour than to the 
occupations of cities, the cultivation of a garden by the artisans of large 
towns has always been found a most useful means of affording innoceikt 
recreation, and a productive source of comfort to the family of the 
working man. The superior condition of the artisans of Birminghafn 
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has long been attributed in some degree to the custom prevalent among 
them of hiring small gardens on the skirts of the town. 

I now proceed to consider what other employment could be usefully 
taught the child of an agricultural labourer. 

Several of the workhouse schools are supplied with carpenter's tools 
and rough boards. The boys make their wheelbarrows, erect any small 
outhouses which may be required, fit up their toolhouses, make the desks, 
forms, and fit up the closets of the school, and do any other rough car* 
penter's work which may be required in the establishment. They are 
thus prepared to do any work of a similar description which might be 
required in ordinary farm service. A husbandman who could weather- 
board a barn would be preferred by a farmer, and would probably obtain 
superior wages. The premises selected by the Children's Friend So- 
. ciety for their industrial school at Hackney Wick were, when first occu- 
pied, in an almost ruinous condition. The dilapidations have been 
repaired, the breaches have been filled up, the roofs restored, and the 
woodwork renewed almost solely by the labour of the boys. When I 
visited the school they were engaged in erecting a new building. The 
children have thus acquired a knowledge of the way to make mortar, to 
set a brick, to saw and plane a piece of wood, to drive a nail in a work- 
manlike manner : all which skill cannot fail to be useful to them as 
farm-servants ; or in repairing dilapidations in their own cottages, or 
enabling them to make a bench to sit on, or a box to hold their clothes, 
or to put up a shelf. In a large establishment, cooper's, cabinet, and 
.other descriptions of woodwork, might be introduced. 

The guardians of certain of the rural Unions consider it desirable that 
the children should learn to make a hurdle, an osier or a ^' frail '' basket, 
or a net ; and such arts may be taught by procuring the attendance of 
an artisan during a certain portion of the day, twice or thrice weekly, 
until the schoolmaster and the children have acquired sufficient skill to 
pursue their employment without such assistance. 

Some other employments might be taught with a view to enable the 
future agricultural labourer to contribute to the comfort of his house- 
hold, without an expenditure of his earnings. Thus the whole of the 
. boys* clothes of the establishment should be patched and mended by 
them, and a certain portion of their clothes, at least, might be made by 
the boys, even if it were considered undesirable to rear any of them to 
the employment of a tailor. In the same way, the whole of the shoes 
worn in the house should be mended by the boys ; and, if it were consi- 
dered desirable to train certain of the boys to earn their livelihood as 
shoemakers, perhaps a large portion, if not all, the shoes used, might 
be made in the house. Neither of these trades should, however, be 
further pursued than, upon a careful consideration, may be thought 
. desirable ; first, to train a few children as tailors or shoemakers — or, 
secondly, to give the rest of the children sufficient skill to contribute to 
the comfort of their households without an expenditure of their earnings. 
The hope of profit ought not to induce the guardians to^allow these 
employments to be pursued to the exclusion of others more appropriate 
to the future situation of an agricultural labourer. 

In the prison for the correction of juvenile offenders, which has, witliin 
the last two years» been established on an improved system by the Dutch 
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^oyernment at Hotterdam, many of these employments are taught the 
children, who appear to have acquired considerable skill ; and this part 
of the moral discipline of the prison is considered eminently important 
in combination with the religious instruction and the rest of the training 
adopted. 

The boys are also employed in the workhouses in plaiting straw hats, 
making straw mattresses, whitewashing the walls whenever necessary, 
in cleaning out their rooms, lighting the fires, &c. The domestic ma- 
nagement of the house affords opportunities of instructing the hoys in 
cleaning knives and forks, shoes, windows, &c. ; and, at the weekly 
meeting of the guardians, the oldest lads are most usefully employed in 
receiving and taking charge of the horses, when they are taught to wipe 
and clean the bridles and saddles, to take them off and put them on, to 
clean whatever gigs or chaises are in the coach-house, and afterwards 
to clean the stables, make up the bedding for other horses, &c. They 
are, on such occasions, required to manifest to the guardians habits of 
prompt attention, which the master is requested to inculcate. 

The employment adopted in similar establishments in the manufac* 
turing districts would, of course, bear a relation to the trades of the 
neighbourhood, similar to that which the above-mentioned occupations 
have to the pursuits of an agricultural labourer. In sea-ports, the exam- 
ple of the Stepney Board of Guardians, who have determined to form a 
maritime school for the training of children belonging to the parishes 
of Wapping, Shadwell, Limehouse, &c., is worthy of all imitation. 

The domestic management of the establishment will afford consider 
able facility for the industrial instruction of the girls. The whole of 
the domestic arrangements should be made subservient to the training of 
the girls in all the arts of household service. For this purpose they 
should be divided into classes, which should be successively employed, 
during such periods as may be found convenient, in every part of the 
household duty. Thus, one class of girls would be engaged in scouring 
the floors, lighting the fires, and making the beds in the several wards ; 
another class would be employed in the wash-house, where all clothes 
of the establishment should be washed ; a third class would, in rotation, 
work in the laundry ; and, among the officers of the establishment, it 
would be desirable to have a laundress to superintend the girls em- 
ployed in washing, ironing, and making up the clothes of the establish- 
ment. 

A separate establishment for children would enable the Commis- 
sioners to regulate the dietary, in such a way as to assist the schoolmis- 
tress in affording the children valuable instruction in such frugal cookery 
as it would be desirable that the wife of a labouring man should know. 
Books, treating on this subject, should be provided for the use of the 
school, and the reading and explanation of them should form a part of 
its regular routine ; while the oldest girls should be employed, in rota- 
tion, in the kitchen, under the superintendence of the schoolmistress, in 
learning to cook such food as the wages of a labourer could ordinarily 
supply, in such a way as to ensure the most economical management of 
his means. The whole of the other duties of the kitchen and scullery 
should likewise be performed by the girls. 

A portion of every day would, of course, be devoted to the ordinary 


246 Dr, Kajfs Report wt the [4th Rep. 

instraction in knitting and sewing, but the children should likewise be 
taught to cut out and make their clothes. 

No part of service is of greater importance than a proper attendance 
on the sick ; and cases may occur in the school where the older girls 
may be employed, not to supersede, but to aid, the proper nurses in 
attendance on the sick, under the direction of the medical officer. 

From time to time the girls might be occupied in weeding and hoeing 
in the garden, as a means of instructing them in the out-door employ- 
ments of females in rural districts. They might also learn to wait upon 
the schoolmasters and schoolmistresses. 

The success which has attended the efforts of the Children's Friend 
Society to reclaim juvenile offenders, by the adoption of a similar system 
of industrial training in their establishments at the Brenton Asylum, 
Hackney Wick, and the Victoria Asylum, Chiswick, and of the directors 
of the Refuge for the Destitute, in their institutions in Hackney-road 
and at Hoxton, would warrant the Commissioners in requiring its adop- 
tion in a district school, or throughout the ordinary Union workhouses 
of England and Wales; and, without such instruction, it is evident that, 
whatever other system of training is adopted, the education of the 
pauper children can afford no effectual guarantee for their future inde- 
pendent subsistence by the wages of industry. 

B. In proceeding to describe the methods of instruction and moral 
discipline which it might be desirable to pursue in a district school, no 
mention will be made of any plan which has not been subjected to the 
test of experience, and the utility of which has not been ascertained by 
personal observation. 

The methods adopted by the National and Lancasterian schools are 
so well known that it appears unnecessary to describe them ; but it may 
be important to mention other methods, an acquaintance with which is 
not so generally diffused — many of which are capable of being engrafted 
on the system of mutual instruction pursued in the National and Lan- 
casterian schools, and the adoption of which might, it is hoped, enable 
these most important institutions to increase and extend their beneficial 
influence on the community. An imperfect outline only of certain of 
these methods can be drawn, and brief allusions made to others ; but 
these hints may serve to awaken inquiry concerning their utility, and 
each system of instruction may thus be improved by the adoption of 
some element of another. 

Every district orphan school should, like the Glasgow Normal Semi- 
nary, consist of — 

1. An infant school ; 

2. A juvenile school, comprising ' 
A. An industrial school for boys ; 
,^. An industrial school for girls. 

The building and apparatus desirable to conduct an establishment 
containing these elements will be afterwards described. 

In both the infant and juvenile schools of Scotland the boys and girls 
are trained together ; and the following reasons are given for adopting 
this course : — 

'^ To educate the boys and girls separately will be injurious to both, 
because it deprives the girls of the benefit of the concentrated answers 
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produced by the stronger minds of the boys; and it deprives the boys 
of the quick perception, and sometimes deep feeling, evinced even by 
very little girls, particularly when scripture narratives are under con« 
sideration. 

^' The boys require to be educated with girls, in order to soflen the 
boisterous manners consequent on their exuberant animal spirits ; and 
the girls require to be educated with boys, in order that they may set 
more value on intellectual and moral qualifications, and less on frivolous 
show. It follows, of course, that if boys and girls are trained together, 
there must be both a master and a mistress ; for it will be readily 
granted that there are very few women who possess fine tact, varied 
information, delicate feeling, and a natural love of children, joined 
to great physical strength ; all which are absolutely requisite for con- 
ducting an infant school. 

*' Female instructors alone have been tried before now ; but the 
schools conducted by them have never succeeded any more than they 
would do without them. The voice alone of the master commands the 
attention of the giddy ; there is a formality in all schools conducted by 
females alone, which is totally destructive of the liberty so essential 
towards the development of the infant mind. In the hands of a 
woman the reins of discipline cannot be loosened, because she feels the 
effort of again curbing them would be beyond her physical powers." 

In any school in which this arrangement was adopted, the boys and 
girls would retire to their respective industrial employments as soon as 
the secular and religious instruction of the school was finished ; and 
this classification would be maintained during all other hours of the 
day, excepting those devoted to secular and religious instruction in the 
common school-room. 

The state of the discipline, the character of the children, and the 
means of moral control which exist, or may be brought into operation, 
deserve careful consideration in each school before die boys and girls 
receive religious and secular instruction in the same classes; and 
whenever it is deemed expedient to adopt this system, it would appear 
desirable to apply it in the first instance during the periods when 
religious instruction is given, or when the children are trained in 
singing, in both which cases the change will be a natural adaptation 
of the practice which prevails during divine service. 

For the attainment of the largest amount of benefit, it would be 
desirable that the child should have the advantage of the entire system 
of training proposed to be pursued, first, in the infant, and next, in the 
juvenile and industrial classes ; though the prior instruction in the ' 
infant school is not absolutely necessary to the attainment of much of 
what the juvenile and industrial schools are calculated to convey un- 
assisted by the previous instruction of the Infant school. 

In the infant school the child is separated from the contaminating 
influence of the street pr lane in which his parents reside. He uo 
longer wanders about to contract filth and vice, his passions, under no 
wholesome restraint or guidance, daily growing in strength and distor- 
tion. It is required that he should be presented at the school daily, 
cleanly in dress and person. His attention is aroused and captivated 
by a constant succession of infantile pleasures. He learns to rise, to 
sit, to march, to beat time in concert with his fellows : he is taught to 
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fiin^ — in the song some sound precept or some useful knowledge is 
conveyed. A picture or a Hying animal is produced, or a specimen 
from the museum, by which his acquaintance with the properties of 
natural objects is extended. When his vagrant fancy has been arrested, 
the teacher seizes the moment for instruction in other knowledge less 
capable of sensual illustration ; an acquaintance with the leading facts 
of biblical history — a consciousness of the true basis of moral obliga* 
tion — and a perception of the nature of religious duty are sought to be 
imparted. Before weariness ensues, the whole school is marched in 
regular order into the playground, singing; here the master has an 
opportunity of observing the development of character, and of rendering 
the playground the scene of moral training. 

• The peculiarity of the method of instruction adopted in infant schools 
is, that by a skilfully devised system of interrogation the master dis* 
covers the limit of the child's knowledge, but he avoids supplying the 
child with information solely by direct didactic instruction. Having 
ascertained what the child does not know, he leads it, by a carefully 
planned succession of questions, as it were, to infer the truth, and by 
having made the attainment of this knowledge an act of pleasurable 
mental exercise, he not only renders the pursuit of knowledge agree- 
able, but gives it a stronger hold on the memory. Since the instruction 
is not simply conveyed^ but is made to depend upon an accompanying 
exercise of the child's mind, it is evident nothing can be learned by 
mere rote, but, on the contrary, everything that is learned must be 
understood. 

The garden and playground are made the means of teaching the 
children to play without discord, and with an absence of the faults of 
language and manner acquired in the street; of conveying to them a 
sense of the importance of mutual forbearance, of the duty of pro- 
tecting the weak, of the necessity of self-denial, of the inviolability of 
property: not their own, &c. The frolic of the playground is not 
restrained by stern superintendence or the interference of grave moral 
precepts, but the master kindly assists in promoting order and good 
will, and occasionally, when the children return to school, makes any 
occurrence of the playgpround the source of instructive moral illustra- 
tion by questioning the children respecting it, in such a way as to 
enable them to see clearly what is right and what is wrong. 

The system pursued in the best infant schools is now so generally 
understood, that this brief sketch may suffice to depict its general 
features. 

It is surprising that, while such a system is in course of general 
adoption iu infant schools, the plan of teaching by rote should too 
generally prevail in the juvenile schools throughout tbe country; and 
we have chiefly been led to this brief sketch of the method of instruc* 
iion adopted in infant schools for the purpose of suggesting the inquiry 
whether, if a similar natural system were adopted in juvenile schools, 
it would not be more profitable than that which is now pursued. 

Infants between the age of two and six, trained by this method, 
acquire a much more systematic and extensive acquaintance with 
natural objects and natural phenomena, have a clearer perception of 
the true basis of moral duty, and a more lively interest in religion, than 
the^ older children who have not. had the Advantage, of this method. 
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though trained in schools to considerable eipertness in readingTiWriting^, 
and arithmetic. 

The children in the infant schools would learn the powers of letters 
in small words, and afterwards their names, according to the system 
invented by Labarre while a refugee in Holland in 1802, and since 
introduced into all the Dutch schools by M. Prinse. The apparatus 
used in Holland is simple and efficacious ; but for perfect success in 
the introduction of the method into England, some primers on a new 
principle, as well as new cards, will be required. I am not acquainted 
with any school in England or Scotland where this system is at present 
successftilly practised. The utmost pains should be taken to train the 
children to connect the learning of the art of reading with its use. To 
this end they should never be permitted to read even small words with- 
out showing that they un^derstood what they read ; and all arbitrary 
combinations of letters should be discarded. In the Glasgow infant 
schools little or no effort is made to teach children to read before the 
age of six; and whatever instruction in this art is conveyed, is aeon- 
cession to the wishes of the parents, contrary to the views of the 
directors. 

The discipline and instruction of these schools should be purely 
infantile ; mental precocity is seldom attained excepting at the expense 
of the health, the reason, or the happiness of the child. Jn the moral 
influence of the infant school consists its chief value. The child of the 
infant school becomes attache4 to learning as a pleasurable exercise ; 
and if the method pursued be not suddenly disturbed, he may be led 
from the infant into the junior classes of the juvenile school with 
scarcely a perceptible transition, and so onward to the higher branches 
of instruction. 

The gallery is employed in the infant school as a means of arranging 
the children in a body under the eye of their teacher, and thus enabling 
him more readily to inspect and control them by arousing their atten- 
tion, and bringing the sympathies of the body to act upon individuals. 
The concerted movements by which the teacher intersperses his instruc- 
tions, and by which he contrives to get rid of momentary lassitude and 
inattention, are greatly facilitated by this arrangement. In the Glasgow 
model schools considerable advantages are said to have arisen from 
the retention of this mode of assembling and instructing the scholars 
in a body even in the juvenile schools ; and it is at once apparent that, 
as a means of assimilating the juvenile school to the infant school, and 
thus rendering the transition from the infant school to the juvenile less 
formidable to a young child, the use of the gallery in the juvenile 
school may be very important. The scholars in the juvenile school are 
also almost all equally prepared for receiving certain lessons by the 
simultaneous system in die gallery as an undivided class. Much of the 
instruction in sound morals and religion, in which it is so important 
that the sympathies should be awakened, can be most successfully thus 
conveyed ; and whenever the instruction is made mainly to depend on 
sensual illustrations by living objects, drawings, or models, the whole 
school may be readily, instructed at the same moment. 

In many branches of learning, however, degrees of proficiency will 
occur, . requiring the division of ihe scholars into classes^ and their 
separate instruction. 
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These classes may be more or less numerous, according to the 
number of children which the school contains, and the opportunity thus 
afforded for adopting^^ a more minute classification. In the Dutch 
schools 50 children are, on the average, instructed in a class by one 
master. This class is ofbn^ taught in a room common to it with other 
classes; but it is evident that, if some expedients were adopted enabling 
the superior master readily to inspect the proceedings of separate class- 
rooms, it would be exceedingly desirable that, when 50 children are 
taught in one class on the simultaneous system, they should receive 
instruction in a separate apartment. 

The simultaneous system of instruction, which is now adopted in the 
schools of Switzerland, Prussia, Germany, and Holland, forms an 
essential feature of the internal economy of a school in which it is pro- 
posed to teach 40 or 50 children in each class. In order to enable the 
teacher to conduct this instruction successfully, the desks and forms 
should be arranged as in the Dutch schools, the scholars being ail 
placed with their faces towards the teacher in successive lines of desks 
half the usual width. The scholars retain their places while the lessons 
proceed, the chief demonstrations being given on a large black board, 
suspended on the wall opposite to the class. The teacher, during the 
reading, spelling, and writing lessons, sits on a platform, slightly elevated 
opposite the centre of the first bench. The simultaneous method may 
be varied by interrogating individuals, by questioning the class and 
'receiving simultaneous answers, and by receiving answers in writing 
from the class. Each of these methods would deserve particular 
description, if that were not inconsistent with necessary brevity. 

The Dutch schools are commonly divided into four classes, denomi- 
nated, 1. the preparatory ; 2. the elementary ; 3. the middle ; 4. the 
superior; the range of instruction given being greatly superior to that 
which is imparted in any of the schools of the working classes in this 
country, but I have no space for an enumeration of what is taught in 
each class. ' 

- In a large body of children the superior master and his wife would 
require the aid of assistant teachers. Instead of employing monitors 
to assist the superior master and his assistant teachers, it would be an 
improvement if the plan adopted in the normal school at Haarlem 
were pursued; viz., that certain of the more intelligent scholars (espe- 
cially orphans), who exhibited considerable zeal and interest, and whose 
attainments were sufficiently advanced, were selected from the rest to 
be trained to the occupation of teachers. Such children should receive 
superior instruction at separate hours from the rest, and should be em- 
ployed in conducting the classes when they were sufficiently prepared 
by occasional practice to do so. These pupil teachers would constantly 
acquire a greater degree of skill and knowledge, until they gradually 
became fitted alike by their attainments and their practical address to 
encounter unassisted the responsibilities and cares of teachers. As the 
pupil teachers acquired skill they should be permitted to obtain some 
remuneration, a modified form of apprenticeship being adopted to 
secure the completion of their course of training, at the termination of 
which, a certificate of competency might be given to those who afforded 
sufficient proofs on examination of skill and general attainments. 

The methods of Pestalozzi, as reduced to practice by M. Prinse in 
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the schools of Holland, appear worthy of adoption wherever the simul- 
taneous system of instruction is introduced, both as respects reading, 
ciphering, and general instruction. 

Among the more advanced scholars, and particularly the pupil 
teachers, the art of committing to paper, from memory, an abstract of 
some passage read by the teacher or by the class, as preliminary to the 
composition of letters, &&, should be practised as one of the most 
important modifications of the simultaneous method. 

The teacher should depend mainly for his success upon his powers of 
rendering the instruction he conveys attractive to his pupils, and he 
will- chiefly be liable to failure in this respect when he deserts the natural 
method of imparting knowledge, and neglects to assist this method with 
the lights of constant and varied illustrations. Such a method will 
enable the teacher to rule rather by love than by fear. He will not 
endeavour to coerce his pupil to remember a general truth which he 
does not understand, but by presenting to him, in a plain and familiar 
manner, certain simple elements from which the general truth springs, 
he will enable him to understand and to remember it at the same 
moment by a pleasurable exercise of mind. 

In a school in which these methods of instruction are adopted by a 
teacher of mild and persuasive character, there will exist little neces^ 
sity for punishment, and all harsh and degrading chastisement may be 
at once discarded. It is also desirable that the motives for preserving 
activity and attention should not be derived from the temporary incen- 
tive of some immediate reward, but should arise from the natural 
attractions with which knowledge is invested, when a correct method of 
presenting its elements is pursued. 

A systematic avoidance of the stimulus of inferior motives, such as 
the fear of punishment, the hope of reward, and the often unworthy 
rivalry for personal distinction on account of proficiency, which is 
accompanied with mutual heartburnings and jealousies, will enable the 
teacher to substitute in their place other motives of a superior nature. 
Intellectual proficiency being an object of inferior value to the establish- 
ment of good habits J care should be taken that this proficiency is not 
attained at the expense of those moral qualities, by the persevering 
development of which alone good habits can be formed. To learn, 
from the fear of punishment, the hope of reward, or the desire of per- 
sonal distinction, can be only mischievous to the moral sentiments, 
though the intellectual progress under these stimuli be rapid. The 
teacher should strive to invest knowledge with its own natural attrac- 
tions. If he is skilful, he will not need any more powerful incentive to 
induce the children to learn than the natural craving after truth when 
it is presented in simplicity and with the force of novelty. 

A plan of moral distinction is substituted in Lady Noel Byron's 
school at Ealing, for the system of distinctions founded on intellectual 
proficiency alone. Good conduct is thus elevated above mere intel- 
lectual attainments unaccompanied by moral culture, and the sympathies 
of the children, as well as the attention of the master, are directed to 
the proper objects of education as distinguished from mere instruction. 
The system is thus described : — 

The boys take their places in school according to their respective 
abilities and iatellectual proficiency only. They are made to under- 
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stand that this arranp^ement is necessary for the purposes of instruction, 
but that it is not necessarily connected with merit or demerit. £ach 
boy has to establish his character each day independently of every other 
day^ and at his entrance into the school he wears a white bad^e as an 
emblem of that ^ct. At mid-day the white badge is changed for a 
red one, if his conduct have been good, or for a black one, if bad. The 
moral principles according to which such changes are made are not too 
numerous, or too minute to be easily apprehended by the young. If 
any boy's conduct has not been sufficiently marked to deserve either 
the black or red badge, the white is suffered to remain* If a sudden 
transgression (of truth, obedience, honesty, or kindness) occur, the 
black badge is put on at the moment. 

The master is thus relieved from the necessity of entering into general 
considerations of the boy's merits, and the appeal made to the sense of 
right and wrong amongst the boys relates simply to the fact under 
their immediate observation. By a succession of such living lessons 
they are gradually taught the essentials of their Christian duty, and a 
just public opinion is formed amongst them. 

To keep alive at the same time the feeling that the conduct of the 
day does not pass away with the day, though each day has its own 
separate character, a register is kept of the number of red or black 
badges given to each boy, and at certain periods the sum total is made 
public. In this estimate, a fair allowance is made for illnesses or in- 
evitable absences, which may have deprived a boy of opportunities of 
receiving the testimonials in question. 

The practical results at Ealing Grove are highly satisfactory. The 
registers exhibit the gradual increase, of red badges among by far the 
greater number of scholars. No stimulation by rewards or punish* 
ments is used as an instrument to their moral progress ; for if we make 
virtuous conduct too decidedly the means of present profit and pleasure, 
we in fact destroy the very motives we ought to rely upon for the per- 
manency of that virtue in the less retributive scenes of after life. 

The principles on which the methods of instruction should be based, 
being indicated, illustrations of the application of these methods to each 
head of instruction will be given in treating of the things which should 
be taught in the juvenile school. 

In teaching reading, the method of Labarre and Prinse, already 
alluded to, will be found most effectual.* 

While readings the methods pursued in the Sessional School of the 
church of Scotland, conducted by IVlr. Wood in Edinburgh, should be 
adopted. The explanatory and interrogative systems, as developed, in 
his '^ Account " of this school should be steadily pursued, and lesson 
books employed, in conjunction with the Bible, the Testament, and the 
Book of Common Prayer, similar to the reading lessons used in that 
school. These lesson books commence with infantile instruction, and 
gradually ascend, through a series of interesting exercises, to other 
branches of knowledge, such as geography, natural history, the arts 
(especially such as are connected with agriculture and manufactures), 
biography, extracts from voyages, travels,. &c. &c. By means of such 

* A short time only will elapse ere these methods are transplanted from the 
Normal School at Haarlem into some of the establishments for the maititenance 
aud education of pauper cbildien in the neigbhourhood of London* 
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lesson books, not only is a lar^ store of useful infortnation conveyed, 
hut the taste is formed upon a correct model, and the pupils are less 
liable to be attracted in afler life by the frivolous publications with 
which the press abounds, or to be led to seek a more dangerous excite- 
ment from licentious books. 

The reading lessons used ought thus to enable the teacher to lay the 
basis of an acquaintance with the elements of useful knowledge ; but 
he should also be careful to convey, by means of oral instruction, such 
salutary information as may rescue his pupil from vulgar prejudices. 
He will thus be less prone to become the victim of sensual indulgence : 
he will also be less likely to be carried away by the current of popular 
prejudices and passions. Such instruction may be so conveyed as to 
banish the sense of drudgery from the discipline of the school, and 
such an acquaintance with the subjects of reading and oral instruction 
may be afforded as to determine the future direction of the efforts which 
the pupil may make after further knowledge. The efforts of the teacher 
will be greatly assisted by a collection of models, and objects in natural 
history, together with drawings of natural objects, &c. (See Ap- 
paratus.) 

Among the books used in a workhouse school, no class of works 
would be more useful than such as treat of the duties of workmen and 
servants in their domestic and social relations, and describe the best 
methods of gaining a complete acquaintance with any handicraft or 
art. Such a series is much wanted. 

The principles upon which secular instruction should be introduced 
into the schools of the poorer classes, and the means of communicating 
such knowMge, are explained in a charge delivered by the Bishop of 
liondon in 1834, in terms which have raised the propriety of adopting 
this course beyond the range of legitimate controversy. "Religion," 
observes the Right Reverend Prelate, ^' ought to be made the ground- 
work of all education; its lessons should be interwoven with the whole 
tissue of instruction, and its principles should regulate the entire 
system of discipline in our national schools. But I believe that the 
lessons of religion will not be rendered less impressive or effectual, by 
being interspersed with teaching of a different kind. The Bible will 
not be read with less interest, if history, for example, and geography, 
and the elements of useful practical science, be suffered to take their 
turn in the circle of daily instruction. On the contrary, I am persuaded 
that the youthful mind will recur, with increased curiosity and intel- 
ligence, to the great facts, and truths, and precepts of holy writ, if it be 
enlarged and enlivened by an acquaintance with other branches of 
knowledge. I see no reason why the education given to the poor should 
. difier from the education of their superiors more widely than the dif- 
ferent circumstances and duties of their respective conditions in life 
render absolutely necessary. One thing is certain, and it is a very im- 
portant consideration ; that if we teach them the methods of acquiring 
one kind of knowledge, they will apply them to the acquisition of other 
kinds ; if we sharpen their faculties for one purpose, they will be sure 
to use them for others. Some information on subjects of general interest 
many of them will undoubtedly seek to obtain ; and it is plainly desir- 
able that they should receive it from our hands in a safe and unobjec- 
tionable .form* It is desirable also that they should not be accustomed 
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to consider that there is anything like an opposition between the 
doctrines and precepts of our holy religion, and other legitimate objects 
of intellectual inquiry ; or that it is difficult to reconcile a due regard 
to the supreme importance of the one, with a certain degree of laudable 
curiosity about the other. The experiment of mixing instmetion in 
different branches of useful knowledge with Scripture reading, and 
lessons on the truths and duties of Christianity, has been tried with 
success in the Sessional Schools at Edinburgh by a zealous and able 
friend of the poor, Mr. Wood, to whose publications on the subject I 
would refer you for further information. It has also been tried in 
more than one large parochial school of this diocese, and the results 
have been very encouraging. I am, therefore, desirous that additions 
should be made to the school catalogue of the Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, adapted to supply materials for a more varied 
course of instruction than that which is ordinarily pursued in our 
schools." 

Orthography should be learned chiefly by spelling the words which 
occur in the reading lessons, and by writing from dictation such words 
as are likely to be used in familiar correspondence, and as are employed 
in the arts and business of life. 

IVriiing should be taught first with the pen, and when a certain pro- 
ficiency has been obtained, writing on the slate from dictation should 
be practised. 

Arithmetic^ and particularly mental arithmetic, as successfully prac- 
tised in the National, Lancasterian^ and other schools. 

The method adopted by Mr. Wood, of Edinburgh, to convey a 
knowledge of words and their meaning, should be pursued in preference 
to the ordinary process of cramming the child with the incongruous 
series of a Vocabulary. Mr. Wood's method is fully described in his 
*' account^' of the Edinburgh Sessional School. 

Geography should be taught by extending the pupil's knowledge ef 
the geography of his own neighbourhood, and of its arts and produc- 
tions, the employment and wages of its artisans and labourers to thatt 
of his county, and then to the rest of Great Britain. Afterwards a more 
general acquaintance with the geography of the world, and especially 
of thpse parts which offer a sphe're for the operations of enterprising 
industry, particularly the British Colonies, should be conveyed. A 
book on geography, written with the requisite simplicity, and rendered 
attractive by the illustrations which might be interspersed through its 
pages, if written on the foregoing plan, would command an extensive 
circulation in workhouses and parochial schools. 

In seaports the workhouse school ought to contain a maritime class, 
in which both the industrial and other secular instruction should pre- 
pare (such of the children as volunteer) for the merchant service. A 
more enlarged and accurate knowledge of geography, skill in drawing 
maps, and an acquaintance with the elements of the art of navigation, 
appear important in this plan of instruction. 

Religion, The Bible should be read daily in the school, and the les- 
son selected should be made the subject of interrogative and explana- 
tory instruction by the master, as directed by, the chaplain. This 
instruction should be conveyed at a period selected for that purpose, 
and forming part of the prescribed daily routine of the schooL At the 
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entraiice of each child into the school, the parents or nearest relative 
should be required to state to what sect they belong ; they should be 
informed that the Bible will be read daily by the children in the school 
at a certain period, that general religious instruction will then be com-* 
municatedto them by the masteryand that, if they desire it, the religious 
instruction of their child may be solely entrusted to the minister of 
their religion. On the entrance of the children into the school, the 
parents should also be told that a certain period will every week be set 
apart for the catechetical instruction of the children, which will be 
conducted or superintended by the chajdain ; but that if the parents 
desire that this catechetical instruction sboiM be conducted by their 
religious teacher only, means will be aflbrded him of communicating 
with their children for that purpose. 

Such arrangements are required by the securities provided to* the 
natural guardians of pauper children by the 19th section of the Poor 
Law Amendment Act. The chaplain appointed to conduct the reli- 
gions services of the house would superintend the religious instruction 
given by the schoolmaster, whenever the natural guardians of the chil-^ 
dren did not interfere. It is desirable that, under the superintendence 
of the chaplain, the religious instruction of the rest of the children 
should be conveyed in that form which may be best adapted to enable 
them to see and to feel how it ought to influence their conduct in the 
whole range of their domestic and social relations in after life. The 
books employed to impart knowledge having a tendency to influence 
religious belief, and to convey instruction in the essential doctrines of 
Christianity, should be submitted to the chaplain fur his approval. If 
any difference of opinion arise between the chaplain and the Board of 
Guardians respecting the use of any such religious books, the question 
should be referred to the diocesan. It will be the chaplain's peculiar 
duty to prepare the children for confirmation, and to prescribe the 
routine of instruction to be pursued on Sunday. On the sedulous and 
faithful discharge of the duties of the chaplain the Commissioners must 
depend for the regulation of the moral condition and guidance of the 
religious instruction of all children not excepted from his care by the 
19th section of the Poor Law Amendment Act. 

The reading of the Scriptures should be conducted so as to exhibit 
the connexion of their several elements. Thus, in Mr. Wood's school) 
in Edinburgh, a portion of history^ of the Psalms, of the Prophets, of 
the Gospels, and of the Epistles, is read on successive days of the week, 
and an examination on what has been read during the whole week 
occurs on the Saturday, which is so conducted by the teacher as to 
exhibit the reflected lights shed by history, prophecy, the life of our 
Saviour, and the writings of his Apostles. Sunday evening is devoted 
to searching examinations in biblical knowledge, which aiibrd proof of 
the extraordinary success of this department of instmctiqn in the £din« 
burgh Sessional School. 

In the Model School at Glasgow, on Monday a portion of Scripture 
under the head of ** Bible Biography,'* is selected ; on Tuesday, under 
the head of *' Scripture Illustrations and Emblems ;" on Wednesday, of 
" Moral Duties, from Bible Precepts and Examples ;" Thursday, ''Mi- 
racles from the Old and New Testament, and the Parables of our Lord j'^ 
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Friday, '* Sacred Geofrraphy/' &c. ; Saturday, *' Names and Titles of 
Christ, Promises, &c." 

The catechetical instruction of the children should be conducted 
under the direction of the chaplain, in the manner described in Mr, 
Wood's account of the Edinburgh Sessional School, the greatest care 
being taken to avoid the system of cramming the children with a for- 
mulary which, if not understood, or if explained only in a meagre 
manner, will prove a profitless exercise. 

Whenever the parents of children desire that they should be instructed 
by their own religious teacher, one hour daily should be set apart 
during which he should have access to the school, and be permitted to 
instruct them separately from the rest of the children, and a portion of 
one day in each week should be devoted to such catechetical instruc- 
tion as the teachers chosen by the parents may deem expedient. 

In the Prussian, Dutch, and German schools, and recently in some 
English, and in the schools of the Glasgow Educational Society, 
singing has been introduced as a branch of instruction, with sig- 
nal advantage. The children are practised in such psalmody as is 
appropriate to the devotional services of the household. The routine 
of school discipline is also beneficially interrupted at the point where 
weariness and disorder ensue, by an exercise which diffuses new energy 
and harmony through the school. The children march into the school 
from the garden, the workshop, and the play-ground, singing such 
moral songs as have been introduced into infant schools with success; 
the intervals of any change of lesson or occupation are filled up with 
singing. We are also assured that, in Germany, the cultivation of 
vocal music has had a most beneficial influence on the habits of the 
people ; they have been, to a large extent, reclaimed from debasing 
pleasures by this innocent amusement. 

In the prison for the correction of juvenile offenders at Rotterdam, 
I was informed that music was valued as an important element of the 
moral agencies employed. I heard the national anthem, and some 
beautiful hymns sung by the boys in this prison, in a most impressive 
manner from notes, with which each was furnished. 

Mr. Hickson has rendered a valuable service to the public by the 
interesting and useful lectures which he has lately delivered on the 
importance of vocal music as an element of popular primary in- 
struction. 

The play-ground and gymnastic exercises are inseparable from a well- 
conducted juvenile school. The play-ground is well described by Mr. 
Stow as the uncovered school, where the master has the opportunity of 
training the children in correct habits, and thus fostering in their deve- 
lopment the principles with which he is careful they should become 
acquainted in the school. The play-ground of the school should there- 
fore stand in the strongest contrast with the play-ground of the street 
or lane. The moral atmosphere of the school play-ground should be 
so purified by the careful exclusion of all vicious influences, that in the 
moment of the most unrestrained mirth there should be an unseen, but 
effectual screen from the contagion of bad example, and the errors 
which occur should be made the means of deterring the children from 
their repetition. 
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Building and Apparatus, 

It is not improbable that in almost every county some workhouse 
belong'ing to a dissolved incorporation, or to a large parish, would be 
found capable of being adapted, with slight alterations (which would 
probably consist in the erection of large school-rooms), for the recep- 
tion of 450 children, and the provision of the requisite workshops and 
apartments for the schoolmaster, schoolmistress, and other officers. 

In some counties, the Boards of Guardians might prefer to erect a 
new building, and I am therefore desirous of stating what ought to be 
the size of the school-rooms. The size of the day-rooms, dormitories, 
and domestic offices would be determined by very obvious calculations, 
but it]may be well to enumerate them, and to describe the apparatus. 

If a school were established on the foregoing plan for 450 children, 
a building would be required, containing — 

1. A day-room, and three or four workshops for the boys. 

2. A day-room for the girls. 

3. A sitting-room and bed-room for the head schoolmaster and 
schoolmistress. 

4. A sitting-room and bed-room for the assistant -schoolmaster and 
schoolmistress. 

5. Sleeping-room for three or four inferior officers, and a common- 
hall for them at the gate. 

6. Probationary wards. 

7. Sick wards. 

8. Wards for the infected and for cases of contagious disease. 

9. Dormitories for boys. 

10. Dormitories for girls. 

11. An infant school. 

12. A juvenile school. 

13. Class-rooms, capable of containing 50 children each. 

14. A committee-room. 

15. Kitchen, washhouse, and laundry, adjoining the girls' day-room. 

16. Separate yards appropriated to the boys, girls, infants, the in- 
fected, and those on probation of each sex. 

The annexed plans, drawn by Mr. Kempthorne, comprise these ar- 
rangements. 

School-rooms and Apparatus* 

1. Infant school. A school-room 50 feet long by 27 wide, and 15 
feet high, will accommodate 200 scholars. The school-room should be 
on the ground-floor. Class-rooms should be connected with the 
school-room, in which the master, assistant-master, and teachers in 
course of training, may conduct the instruction of classes separately 
from the rest of the school, or in which a teacher attending the school 
for instruction may conduct a miniature school, before he attempts to 
manage and control the entire body of the scholars in the larger 
gallery. 

For this latter purpose, the class-room should be fitted up according 
to the plan prevalent in the Dutch schools, i. c. by the arrangement of 
the desks and forms so that all the children may sit with their faces 
towards the teacher, and may thus be instructed and gc>verned by him. 
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Four or five lines of desks 'and forms would thus be arranged in front 
of the teacher, each succeeding desk being somewhat higher than that 
nearer to the teacher. 

The separate class-room would also enable the master to convey in- 
struction to the teachers in various parts of the system, separately from 
the school. Among the school apparatus, a collection of natural and 
artificial objects, calculated to induce a spirit of inquiry and observation. 
Wilderspin's ball-frame — maps illustrative of sacred history, and other 
apparatus in common use in infant schools, should be provided. An 
essential adjunct to the infant school is the playground, with two circu- 
lar swings, and other gyninastic apparatus. The playground should be 
surrounded by a broad border, in which flowers and fruit should be 
cultivated. 

The apartments of the schoolmaster and schoolmistress should ad- 
join the school and day-room. 

The juvenile school-room for 200 children ought to be of the same 
size as the infant school. For the reasons previously stated, the boys 
and girls might, under certain restrictions, be taught together. The 
benefits derived from' this association, under correct moral training, are 
said to extend beyond the manners, to the habits of the children. 

The gallery, hitherto used only in the infant schools in England, 
should be preserved in the juvenile schools, though a much greater 
portion of the instruction will be imparted in classes than in the infant 
schools. 

2. The juvenile school should also be provided with a museum* of 
natural objects classified, as a means of a higher and more systematic 
instruction than that pursued in the infant school — maps of the district 
of the county, and large geographical maps with distinct outlines, will 
be required— drawings illustrative of natural phenomena, of agricul- 
tural and manufacturing machines, of natural objects, models of solid 
forms, &c. ; black boards on which the teacher may exhibit in chalk- 
drawings illustrations of the lessons he wishes to convey, and on which 
the children may draw maps, should be provided — books, including the 
Bible, Testament, the Book of Common Prayer, and the lesson -books 
and catechisms. 

The playground is an inseparable adjunct of the juvenile school. It 
should be provided with more extensive gymnastic apparatus than the 
infant school, and should be surrounded in a similar manner with a 
broad flower- border. In seaports a high mast, with yards, sails, and 
appropriate rigging, is a necessary adjunct to the industrial department 
of the school. 

Three or four smaller rooms adjoining the main juvenile school-room 
will be required as class-rooms for religious instruction, for the sepa- 
rate training of classes, and for the instruction of the teachers attend- 
ing the school, and also to enable them to conduct a miniature juvenile 
school* 

3. If a temporary shed were used as the tool-house and workshop, 
the boys might be employed in the erection and fitting up of a more 

♦ It would be desirablfl that in every district school which may receive a teachec 
from this model school, means should be taken to establish a museum, in which 
specimens of ait, and the naftural objects of the parish, should be collected and cor* 
TCctly classified. This is aceompUshed in the parish of Kinghorn, in Scotland* 
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extensive and complete one. The boys' workshop shonld be nettly 
fitted up by them with racks for implements, boxes and shelves for toolsf 
and benches for their various kinds of employment. They should also 
make their own barrows, baskets, and hampers, and garden mats and 
nets. They should be provided with spades, hoes, rakes, pickaxes, 
riddles, and with a chest of carpenter's tools, some rough deal boards* 
bricks, lime, &c. If the boys were enabled to put up a large wheel 
with which to tiu*n a lathe, they might make all the brushes for the 
house, and do much other useful work. 

Board of Management 

If a district school were established on the foregoing ptinciples it 
would become necessary to construct a Board to superintend the ma- 
nagement of the house and the training of the children. For this pur- 
pose two or three of the most intelligent Guardians of each Union 
should be selected, and it might be desirable to require in some dis- 
tricts, as a qualification for the important duties confided to the Board 
of the district school> that each member of that Board should have, 
served one year at least as a Guardian of his Union. It would pro- 
bably be sufHcient that the whole Board of Management should meet 
monthly at the school, but rota of three or four members should attend 
weekly to superintend the execution of the directions left by ihe ge- 
neral Board of Management, and to meet any emergencies which might 
arise.^ 

Children might be admitted into the school at the end of each month 
from the several workhouses of the district, and it should be required, 
wherever such a school was established, that no child of the classes 
enumerated as more permanently dependent on the rate-payers for 
maintenance and education should reside longer than one month in the 
workhouse of the Union to which he belonged. It would thus be ne- 
cessary that the master of each Union workhouse should, once every 
month, convey such children to the district school ; he would on that 
day attend the Board of Management, and would receive from them a 
report concerning the progress made by the children of the Union to 
which he belonged, and especially enumerating those to whom the 
Board could grant certificates that their moral conduct, industry, and 
skill, warranted the Board in recommending them as prepared for 
domestic service. 

If it were necessary to purchase or hire land or buildings, or to erect 
a suitable house, the Board of Management should be intrusted with 
the requisite authority, as well as to enter into contracts for supplies, 
and to direct contributions for the current expenditure. 

The Board should also be required to render full accounts quarterly 
to each Union of the whole expenditure incurred for establishment 
charges, and for the maintenance and clothing of each child re- 
spectively. 

The establishment expenses should be distributed as a common charge 
to the Unions, in the proportion of their averages, and the cost of the 
maintenance and clothing of each child should be carried to the account 
of its parish. 

III. The' applicability of these principles of school discipline and 

s 2 
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management to the schools of Union workhonses remains to be deter- 
mined. 

I have already enumerated the obstructions to their application to 
the schools of Union workhouses, which arise, 

1. From the want of a sufficient number of children in each school 
to enable the teachers to esfeiblish a correct classification of their 
scholars. ' 

2. From the interruptions occasioned by the constant admission and 
discharge of children. 

3. From the occasional association of the children with the paupers 
maintained in the workhouse. 

4. From ihe loss of self-respect among the children. 

5. From the difficulty of procuring a sufficient number of well-quali- 
iied teachers, and insuring their continued residence in the school for 
the salaries offered. 

Improvements have been introduced into the schools of workhouses. 

1. By procuring teachers from various establishments for education. 
The Central National School, Westminster, the Borough-road School, 
the Edinburgh Sessional School, the Glasgow Normal Seminary, &c., 
have been resorted to for a supply of teachers, who have been procured 
with great difficulty. Some of these, and of the provincial teachers, 
have undergone further training in the processes of industrial instruc- 
tion pursued at the Brenton Asylum, Hackney Wick, at the Victoria 
Asylum, Chiswick, and at Lady Noel Byron's school, Ealing, ^hich 
methods are also successfully adopted by the Directors of the Refuge 
for the Destitute, in their establishments at Hoxton and Hackney. 
The general acquirements and the knowledge of methods of instruc- 
tion attained by the teachers trained in the Edinburgh and Glasgow 
model schools have occasioned numerous applications to be made for 
assistance from these establishments. 

2. The employments of gardening, carpenter*s work, tailoring, shoe- 
making, straw-plaiting, basket- making, or net-making, &c. &c., have 
been introduced into several of the workhouses for the instruction of 
the boys. The girls have been trained in knitting, sewing, scouring, 
bed-making, washing and ironing, straw-plaiting, and sometimes in 
cooking. The girls need a wash-house and laundry separate from that 
used by the adult females, with whom, for obvious reasons, association 
should be avoided. In the selection of persons qualified to instruct the 
children in the various handicrafts, the fullest inquiry should be made 
into the moral character of the candidates, and it is of great import- 
ance that they should be persons of cheerful dispositions and good 
temper. 

3. Care has been taken to supply the schools with the Bible, the 
Testament, the Book of Common Prayer, the lesson-books of the na- 
tional schools, of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, of 
the Edinburgh Sessional School, &c. Some workhouse schools con- 
tain small libraries of religious and useful works, which are read with 
great interest by the children. 

4. The schoolmaster and schoolmistress have been furnished with 
approved works on the art of teaching, describing the methods of in- 
struction which have been most successfully adopted. Among the 
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books have been comprised '* Wood's Account of the Edinburgh Ses- 
sional School," " Stow's Mdral Training," '* Abbott's Teacher,'* 
^' Dunn's Normal School Manual," '' Wilson's Manual of Instruction 
for Infant Schools," " Wilderspin's Infant System," " Chambers's 
Infant Education,'' '* Brigham on the Influence of Mental Cultivation 
upon Health," " Forss's Account of the Brenton Asylum, Hackney 
Wick," &c., books on gardening, frugal cookery, &c. 

5. Suitable apparatus has been supplied to many of the schools* 
(See apparatus.) 

The small schools of the rural workhouses must, however, for some 
time remain defective in many important characteristics of a well-re-* 
gulated school. 

It is desirable to exhibit continuallv to the Boards of Guardians the 
orreat importance and honourable nature of the functions of a teacher. 
In order that the schoolmaster of the workhouse may be placed in his 
proper station in the household, he should be supplied with a separate 
apartment, comfortably furnished, and should be allowed to take his 
meals in private, or with the superior officers of the household. The 
visiting committee should not permit the time of the schoolmaster or 
schoolmistress to be expended on duties connected with the internal 
economy of the workhouse, it being desirable that their whole time and 
attention should be devoted to the school. Though the master of the 
workhouse is superior in authority in the household, he should remem- 
ber that the schoolmaster or mistress ought on all occasions to be con- 
sulted concerning the domestic management of the children, and that 
their moral training and instruction are committed to his or her care, 
subject to the directions of the Board of Guardians alone. The emo- 
luments of many of the workhouse schoolmasters are so meagre as to 
prove how low an estimate of the servicies of a teacher has been made, 
but a juster view of their importance is rapidly diffusing itself. 

In a small workhouse-school one-half the floor should be covered 
with desks and forms, arranged according to the Dutch method, as 
described in a previous part of this paper, the rest of the floor being lefl 
vacant for the division of the children into separate classes, whenever 
that is expedient. The master's or mistress's seat and desk should be 
placed on a stage, about six inches high, in front of the first row of 
desks. 

The master should be furnished with a shelved closet or cupboard 
for books, apparatus, &c. The books, apparatus, and tools, previously 
alluded to, should be furnished to such an extent as may be required 
by the number of the scholars. Whenever the chaplain attends the 
school to superintend the religious instruction of the children the 
master should relinquish the task to him, and assist in the instruction 
to such an extent as the chaplain may require. 

The chaplain's reports will relate to the department of religious in- 
struction and moral training. 

In the other departments of instruction the schoolmaster should, 
with the assistance of pupil-teachers, or of his most advanced scholars, 
be required to keep books in the following forms, which should be 
presented with the chaplain's report every week to the Board of 
Guardians. 
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The arrangement of the school routine, and the punctual observance 
of it, deserve the special attention of the visitinjr committee. This 
routine may be variously settled ; but it may be useful, in order to fa- 
cilitate such arrangements, to give a specimen of the succession of em- 
ployments during a single day in summer, in a mral workhouse school. 
In this example the industrial training is pursued in the morning, both 
because work can be more easily performed in the garden at that part 
of the day, and because the employments of the girls require their 
absence from school ii^ the morning, while, in a workhouse containing 
few children, it may be necessary to instruct the boys and girls at the 
same hours. But the schepie of engagements may easily be modified 
by transferring the^e occupations to the afternoon : — 
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Six o'clock A.M.-^Rise, wash and dress. The monitors are to pre- 
serve order. 

Twenty minutes past six. — ^Assemble in the school-room ; rolls read 
by schoolmaster and schoolmistress, each cliild answering to his or her 
name ; absentees noted. Children inspected, to ensure cleanliness of 
dress and person. 

Half-past six.— The children proceed in an orderly manner to the 
dining-hall ; prayers are read ; a hymn sung, in which all the children 
join. Breakfast. 

Quarter-past seven to eight. — Recreation in the yards ; gymnastic 
exercises and healthful games. 

Eight to eleven. — In weather suitable for okit-door employment, the 
boys shoulder their tools and proceed to the garden, where they are 
employed in skilful culture under the instruction of the schoolmaster. 
At other seasons useful in-door employment (such as making baskets, 
carpentering, shoemaking. tailoring, whitewashing, and repairing the 
premises) is pursued ; and an effort is made to mend and make all the 
boys' clothes and shoes in their department of the house. 

During the same period the girls ventilate the bed-rooms, make the 
beds, scour the floors, clean the dining-hill. Certain of the older girls 
are employed in the washhouse and laundry, or in the kitchen, till noon, 
or to a later hour. 

The children should return to the school room, carefully wash their 
hands, arrange themselves in a line to be inspected by the schoolmaster 
and mistress at eleven. 

From eleven to twelve the oldest boys and girls read a chapter in the 
Bible or Testament, after which the master and mistress ascertain how 
much they remember of the narrative, &c., read ; interrogate them re- 
specting its purport, and instruct them in its relations to the rest uf 
Scripture, and the practical influence it ought to have on their conduct. 
In such instruction the directions of the chaplain guide the teacher. The 
younger children meanwhile learn to repeat a hymn, which is read to 
them for that purpose by a pupil-teacher, or monitor. 

Twelve. — Children proceed to the hall and dine. 

Half-past twelve to two. — Recreation, gymnastic exercises, and 
garaes^in yards. 

Two to three. — Reading in lesson books ; questioned as they proceed 
concerning the lesson : explanations and general instruction g^ven. 
AVhen the lesson is read the books are closed, and they repeat what 
they remember of the lesson read. 

Younger children reading on tablet lessons to pupil-teachers, or 
learning numbers. 

Three to four. — ^Younger children reading to schoolmaster or school- 
mistress, with interrogations and explanatory remarks. 

Elder boys and girls writing names of animals, seasons, days of the 
week, months of the year, senses, remarkable towns, &c., or writing 
passages (concerning the morning's labour or such as would be used 
in a familiar correspondence by a child) read by the monitor, or on 
other occasions writing from copies. On other days arithmetic on 
slates, or mentally. 

Four to five. — Hour at which catechism may be taught, or children 
be visited by their licensed minister, or general instruction imparted by 
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the simultaneous method. (If this hour be inconvenient, another is to 
be selected.) 

Five to six. — ^The children are all instructed in sin^ng in the dining^ 
hall. 

Six o'clock. — Supper. After supper prayers are read, and a hymn 
is sung by the whole of the assembled inmates. 

The children then return to their schools, where the schoolmaster and 
schoolmistress address any remarks to them which may be suggested 
by the proceedings of the day. 

To accomplish the few and simple objects proposed in this scheme, 
a teacher of mild and persuasive manners, carefully trained in the best 
methods of instruction, ought to be selected. 

Certain sanatory precautions are necessary in all establishments in 
which many children are assembled. The liability of all children to 
contagious maladies, and the frequency with which pauper children are 
affected with certain other infectious diseases, render great care neces- 
sary in the cleansing of the children on their admission. They ought, 
also, in all cases to be minutely examined by the medical officer in the 
receiving wards before they are mingled with the rest of the children. 

Each establishment should be provided, besides the common sick 
ward, with separate wards: — 1. For the separation of children affected 
with scabies or itch. 2. For children with tinea capitis, or scald head. 
3. The ward for the reception of other infectious maladies (such 'as 
ophthalmia), and contagious diseases (measles, scarlatina, and small- 
pox), should be large enough to admit of the cojnplete separation of a 
considerable number of the children on an emergency. Wherever the 
children are numerous, a yard for the exercise of convalescents should 
be attached to their wards. 

The probationary wards and infirmary should be supplied with baths, 
and a separate wash-house should be attached to the latter department, 
because certain infectious diseases are likely to spread if the children's 
clothes are washed in the same building. 

The ventilation and warmth of the wards and school-rooms require ^ 
great attention. Dr. Arnott's report on this subject renders other 
remarks superfluous. 

Not more than two children above seven years of age should be 
permitted to sleep in one bed, and boys above 12 should sleep in 
single beds. 

In new buildings the size and height of the school-rooms and wards, 
the means of ventilation and warmth, the drainage, &c., of the pre* 
mises, should all be matters of careful and precise regulation. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

J. P. Kay. 

To the Poor-Law Commissioners. 
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. —No, 4. — 

^EVORT on the Education of Pauper Children in the Unions in the 
Counties of Berks and Oxon. By Richard Hall, Esq., Assistant 
. Poor Law Commissioner. 

Gentlemen, Henley^ 7th August, 1838. 

I HAVE the honour to submit to you the results of some recent 
inquiries into the provision made by tbe Boards of Guardians of the 
Unions under my superintendence for the education of the children in 
the workhouses. 

The number of children for whom a suitable education oug'ht to be 
provided is sufficiently grekt to make this one of the most important 
considerations which it is the duty of a Board of Guardians to enter- 
tain. The average number of inmates, between the ages of 5 and 16, 
of the 23 workhouses in this district, during the year ended 24th June 
last, was 1292. The number of children of all ages under 16 in the 
month of April last was 1576, and the number of children of all ages 
under 16 at the present time is 1328. For details as to the distribution 
of the children throughout the 23 Unions I refer to Table A, appended 
to this Report. 

In every Union in my district attempts have been made to provide 
for the industrial and intellectual training of the pauper children. The 
machinery established for this purpose is exhibited in Table B ap- 
pended hereto, and is as follows : In nine Unions schoolmasters have 
been appointed to reside in the workhouses ; in 15 Unions resident 
schoolmistresses have been appointed; in six Unions schoolmasters 
attend at the workhouses for a certain number of hours each day ; and 
in four Unions the same arrangement has been made as regards school* 
mistresses. In one Union the children inmates of the workhouse 
attend the national schools : in one Union the boys only attend the 
national school, and in two Unions the children receive such instruction 
as any pauper in the workhouse, appointed for that purpose by the 
master or matron, may be able to impait to them. Again it appears 
(see Table C) that, of the 23 Unions, seven have a resident school- 
master and schoolmistress ; four have a resident schoolmistress and 
non-resident schoolmaster ; two have both schoolmaster and school- 
mistress non-resident; one has a schoolmaster resident and school- 
mistress non-resident ; one has a resident schoolmaster, but no school- 
mistress ; four have a resident schoolmistress, but no schoolmaster ; 
one has a non-resident schoolmistress, but no schoolmaster; two 
have neither schoolmaster nor schoolmistress ; and one employs the 
schoolmaster and schoolmistress of the adjacent national schools. 

That I might be able to estimate the nature and extent of the instruc- 
tion communicated by these means^ I have, since the commencement of 
the present quarter, visited all the workhouse schools, and have myself 
examined the children. The general impression resulting from my in- 
vestigation is very unsatisfactory, both as regards the actual proficiency 
of the scholars, and the probability of their progressive improvement 
under the existing arrangement. 

I found that in most instances, though there were children in the 
upper classes who could read the Bible, yet it was evident that their 
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readipg was mere recitation of words, without a notion of their mean- 
ing. The teachers were themselves too destitute of information, and 
too inexperienced iu the art of instruction, to be able to interrogate or 
catechise their pupils. I soon discovered in the course of my inquiry 
that to request a teacher to examine the scholars in my presence was to 
make him expose his own incompetency. I therefore desisted from 
that proceeding, as calculated to degrade him in the eyes of those who 
should feel confidence in his ability. Whenever I saw a child exhibit 
interest in my questions, and liveliness of manner, I was informed, on 
inquiry, that he had attended some National or British school before 
he became an inmate of the workhouse. 

A general and great defect in all the workhouse schools is an ab- 
sence of system and regularity. In only one instance could I procure a 
list of the scholars. The teachers seemed frequently unable to specify 
the principle on which the classes were formed. In some schools the 
children were classed according to their age, in others according to 
their size, in some according to their proficiency, in others according to 
the duration of their residence in the workhouse, I nowhere saw any 
scheme, nor could I discover, except in a very few instances, any settled 
arrangement for the employment of school-hours ; I mean for the suc- 
cession of the various lessons the scholars were to learn. The indus- 
trial training of the children is imperfectly regulated. Those who can 
work and are wanted in the house are taken out of the schools at any 
hour, and remain absent for days or weeks together. If not wanted 
elsewhere, they are allowed to attend the schools constantly ; and this 
seems to be done without the slightest reference to any advantage which 
the scholar is to gain, either in the one situation or the other, but solely 
as a matter of convenience : hence it happens that those who are 
active ju body and dull in mind, that is, those who are useful in the 
house and troublesome in the school, are kept always at work, while 
those who are apt scholars, but bad workers, are detained constantly 
in the school. 

The same want of consideration exists with reference to the school- 
books used. In some schools elementary books are provided at the 
suggestion of the chaplain ; in others they are purchased at the request 
of the teacher. Complaints have been frequently made to me by the 
teachers of a want of books. Sometimes X haye found the children 
using their own books, or books belonging to the workhouse master. 
Those of the children who can read tolerably well are taught in the 
New Testament, and the " ne plus ultrcC^ of proficiency is to read in 
the Old Testament. It is true that a teacher who is thoroughly quali- 
fied for his task by possessing a competent stock of general information, 
and the art pf imparting what he knows, so as to excite in his scholars 
a desire after knowledge, and to quicken their faculty of acquiring it, is 
in a great degree independent of books ; but where, as in the majority 
of workhouse schools, the teacher is indifferently, or not at all, qualifiea 
for his office, the books become important as amediun^ of instruction. 
It is a common saying, that to enable the poor to read their Bible is 
the legitimate object of their education ; but it is one thing to enable 
them, by suitable intellectual training, to read it with understanding, 
and quite another to degrade the Holy Scriptures into a mere lesson- 
book, tlie words of whiph ure to be repeated mechanically, while the 
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mind is lefl in so rude and uncultivated a state as to be unable to appre- 
hend their general meaning, still less to imbibe the doctrines and pre- 
cepts they contain. 

It is hardly possible to visit the workhouse schools v^ithout ac- 
quiring the conviction that the education of the pauper children is 
made a matter of secondary importance in the economy of an Union. 
Many persons shrink from the ideal danger of over-educating the la- 
bouring classes. It is admitted generally that they ought to be taught 
something, hut the limit v^ithin vtrhich it is thought profitable to en- 
lighten them is very narrow. With some the mere art of reading is 
held to be quite as much as it is safe to communicate ; others would 
comprehend writing in their system of instruction ; a few would extend 
it to ciphering ; but there seems to be a general persuasion that it is 
useless or inexpedient to attempt to educate the poor, that is, to deve- 
lop the faculties of their minds, in the same way as necessity has led 
to the development of their physical powers. Without stopping to 
reason against this persuasion, it is sufficient for me now to state that 
the result of my inspection of the workhouse schools and examination 
of the children is the opinion that, in no instance, is the education, 
whether industrial or intellectual, nearly so good as it ought to be. 

I find that it varies in quality almost in every instance, passing 
through the gradations between " very bad *' and " tolerable," and that 
this difference arises out of the different capacities of the teachers, the 
schools being similar in all other circumstances. 

Under the present system it is too much to reckon upon procuring a 
competent teacher for any workhouse school. Accident may have reduced 
a duly-qualified person to the necessity of accepting the situatichi, but 
there is no security that adequate services can in any one instance be 
obtained. The uncertainty is increased by the number of teachers that 
is required. In fact, there is not a sufficient supply. In the 23 Unions 
under my care there are 38 teachers appointed for 1097 pupils, being 
one teacher for about 28 pupils. Nine teachers, or less than one-fourth 
of the actual number, would be enough were the scholars collected in 
three schools. 

It being thus difficult to procure the requisite number of competent 
teachers, this difficulty is heightened into impossibility by the amount 
of emoluments usually offered. The highest salary in this district 
is 30/. ; the highest amount of emolument (including salary) is 
33/. 18j. ; the average rate of salary is 13/.; the average amount of 
emolument (by which term I mean salary, board, and lodging) is 
17/. 11^. Again, the situation, subordinate to that of the workhouse 
master, in which the teacher is placed in a workhouse, is such as to 
repel a person of competent attainment and suitable character. The 
qualifications of a good schoolmaster are of a higher order than those 
of the master of a workhouse, must be acquired at greater expense, and 
in a different sphere of life. A person possessing them will not readily 
submit himself to one placed over his head in the same establishment, 
of whose intrinsic inferiority he cannot but he aware, yet who is em- 
powered, by virtue of his office, to superintend the performance of his 
duties, and whose official superiority is recognised and attested by a 
salary three or four times as great as his. 

But, as the present system does not secure the services of competent 
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teachers, so neither does it provide a proper control over, nor afford 
sufficient guidance to, the incompetent teachers who are engaged. The 
Guardians are not, generally speaking, sufficiently interested in the suc- 
cess of their measures for the instruction of the children ; the work- 
house master is not of sufficient ability to conduct those measures 
aright, and the chaplain, in whom neither interest nor ability is wanting, 
is not sufficiently independent of the Board of Guardians to make such 
alterations and modifications as he from time to time may see to be 
needed. The regulations of the Commissioners are, of necessity, only 
of a general character, and though, for the most part, the letter of them 
is observed, it must be confessed that the spirit is in many instances 
sadly neglected. 

There are two obstacles to the establishment of satisfactory schools 
in workhouses that operate everywhere under the present system. 

One is, the mixture that seems unavoidable between the children 
and the adult paupers ; this is especially detrimental among the fe- 
males. The girls are set to work in the kitchen, the sleeping-wards, 
and the washhouse, with young women of depraved character and dis* 
solute manners, and they return at intervals to the school reluctant and 
corrupted. The beneficial tendencies of the instruction they receive 
there are counteracted by the contagion of vice. It is a highly-im- 
portant element of their education that destitute children should be 
trained to habits and feelings of independence, be taught to connect 
happiness with respectability and industry, and to shrink from idleness 
and immorality, as the source of all wretchedness; these important 
lessons cannot be effectually inculcated where all around them is the 
very atmosphere of pauperism. 

The other obstacle which arises out of the multiplication of the 
schools is the small number of children in each, while the change among 
the scholars is continual. This circumstance throws an impediment in 
the way of the teacher, by rendering it difficult properly to classify the 
children ; the whole number being small, the disturbance caused by the 
frequent fluctuation is great, and it causes the guardians to pay less 
'attention to the school than, small as it is, it really requires and 
deserves. 

The substance of the preceding observations may be thus stated : — 

The existing workhouse schools are imperfect in these respects — 
1st. The mental instruction communicated to the scholars is far 

too contracted, hardly extending beyond the mechanical 

arts of reading and spelling. 
2ud. The industrial training is still more limited, and is partially 

bestowed. 
3rd. The formation of regular and orderly habits is not properly 

attended to. 

The imperfection of the schools is essentially connected with the 
almost unavoidable intercourse between the children and the adult in- 
mates of the workhouse, the insignificant number of scholars perma- 
nently attending each school, and the incompetency of the teachers, 
arising out of— 

1st. The inadequate emolument of the office ; and, 

2nd. The subordinate rank they hold in the establishment. 
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T^he whole beitig referable to the indifference or apprehension which 
unhappily prevails respecting the education (using* the term in its com- 
prehensive sense) of the lower ordets, among those ort whom devolves 
the care of friendless and destitute children. 

Upon arriving at these conclusions, the qtiestion haturally stiggesfs 
itselfi " How can a change for the better be effected V close upon 
which follows the consideration of expense ; for we must not depend 
upon being able to increase our pecuniary means far beyond the sum at 
present raised for this object. Our problem is, to devise a plan of ame- 
lioration which will not be more costly than the present system. 

On reference to Table D. appended hereto, will be Seen the several 
sums expended annually on the education of pauper children, in each 
of the Unions in this district. They are composed of the salaries of 
the teachers, and the board and lodging of such of them as reside in 
the workhouses, estimated at 2*. 6d. per week per head. The total 
amount so expended is 688^. 

Now the plan which appears calculated to supply the defects of the 
existing system is, that of establishing central schools ; or the applica- 
tion of the same principle, for educational purposes, to Unions, as has 
been proved applicable to parishes, for the general administration of 
the Poor Laws. 

By the adoption of this plan the following advantages would, in my 
opinion, be secured : — 

The number of scholars collected together would cause those who 
have to provide for them to take up more just views on the subject of 
their education. 

It would facilitate in every way the communication of profitable in- 
struction to them, and would secure to all equal opportunities of im- 
provement. 

It would enable the guardians, by a contribution from each Union of 
what is now expended on their several schools, adequately to remu- 
nerate thoroughly competent teachers, with requisite assistants. 

The teachers would assume their proper position at the head of the 
establishment. 

Those systems of instruction and management which are ascertained 
to be the best could be promptly introduced and enforced. 

Can, then, it may be asked, a sufficient number of central schools, in 
which the pauper children of 23 Unions may receite a suitable educa- 
tion, both intellectual and industrial, be established without an imme- 
diate outlay, and be maintained at an annual cost of not more than 
688/. ? I believe they can. 

It will be seen at once that I proceed on the assumption that no new 
buildings will be requisite; and, with this view, I submit the following 
supposed case, merely as an illustration of the mode in which this plan 
inight be effected, without adding to the actual number of workhouses 
in this district. 

The Wantage workhouse is situated nearly in the centre of the western 
part of Berkshire, and is almost equidistant from the workhouses of the 
several Unions of Abingdon, Wallingford, Newbury, Hungerford, and 
Faringdon ; it is capable of containing upveards of 400 children, and 
furnishes accommodation for classifying them in every way. Suppose 
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the p^uardians of thes« six Unions, convinced of the importance ot 
educating those for whose future welfare they are so deeply responsihie, 
were to agree that the Union of Wantage he divided iiito five parts 
conveniently situated with reference to the five Unions around it, and 
arranged, also, with reference to the prohable demand which each divi* 
sion would make on the adjacent Union for workhouse accommoda- 
tion ; then the adult paupers from each division might be sent to th^ 
workhouse of that Union to which it is adjacent, whereby the Wantage 
workhouse would be \ei\ vacant for the reception of all the children 
from all the six Unions, and might be exclusively appropriated to 
them. They would find that no inconvenience would arise from this 
arrangement on the score of want of accommodation for the adult 
paupers. The greatest number of adults in the Wantage house last 
year was 90 ; divide them equally among the five neighbouring work- 
houses, and you increase the number in each by 18 : but the Wantage 
house would receive from the five Unions, at the present time, 300 
children in exchange for 90 adults, or, on the average, 60 for 18. In 
fact, the workhouses of the five Unions round the Wantage Union could 
at any time last winter have contained all the inmates of the Wantage 
workhouse, besides all their own. Neither would inconvenience arise 
firom the distance of any parish fi'om the workhouse of the Union with 
which it would be connected. The allocations might be so arranged 
as in no ease to involve the necessity of conveying an aged or infirm 
pauper more than 1 1 miles. 

The total number of children in the schools of the six Unions, in-* 
eluded in this supposed association, is 356 ; the total sum expended on 
their education, annually, at present is 236/. (see Table E. appended 
hereto). Add to this sum 150/., being the expense of the master and 
matron of the workhouse, who would be no longer wanted, and you 
have the annual sum of 386/. for the maintenance of the Central 
School in the Wantage Union Workhouse. 

This arrangement might be effected without interfering with the 
constitution of the Wantage Union. The Board of Guardians would 
meet and hear applications as at present, the out-door relief would be 
conducted in the same way, and by the same officers, as now ; the dis- 
tricts of the relieving officers and registrars would remain unaltered ; 
only an additional account would be kept with each of the five Unions, 
and the balance between the cost of the in-door maintenance of their 
pauper children at Wantage, aUd that of the Wantage adults residing 
in their workhouses, would be respectively paid or received, as the case 
might be. 

The children might be received, in the first instance, in the work- 
house of their own Union, if thought more convenient in consequence 
of their coming froih the more remote parishes, and then be transferred 
to the Central Union School, or they might go at once to the school, 
which would be better. 

The details of th^ Central Union School might be managed by a 
body of visitors, consisting of the chairman, vice-chairman, and a cer- 
tain number of elected guardians deputed for that purpose by the Board 
of each of the Associated Unions, and assembling periodically, say once 
a-month, at the school. The law at present in force, as regards visiting 
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the inmates, would still continue, as the house would still be an Union 
workhouse. 

It is hardly necessary now to carry on our views to the engrafting 
upon such a system as this any general education for the children of the 
independent poor ; but it does not appear improbable that many of 
that class would be desirous of availing themselves of the Central 
Union School, by placing their children there as boarders, or sending 
them, when practicable, as day-scholars. The existing arrangement in 
the Windsor Union shows that the pauper children and those of inde« 
pendent parents may be educated together without any detriment to 
the latter, and with infinite advantage to the former. The pauper 
children in this Union are maintained in a separate workhouse, and 
attend the parish schools at Sunninghill, which are adjacent to it. 
They are better taught, and much farther advanced, especially the boys, 
than any pauper children I have examined. The first class boys an- 
swered several questions on the Bible History, and worked out sums 
mentally and on slates, with quickness and correctness. The first class 
girls read and explained well the Parable of the Sower. The boys 
cultivate a large garden, and the girls, besides doing the work of the 
house, make all their own clothes except shoes. They are taught on 
the National School system. The mixture of the two classes of scholars, 
the pauper and the independent, is complete ; no distinction, except in 
dress, is visible between them ; and they do not regard each other, as 
far as I could learn, with any such feeling of jealousy on the one hand, 
or contempt on the other, as might have been apprehended. 

In tracing out the supposed ca.se, I have used the names and circum- 
stances of the Wantage Union and those which border on it, for the 
purpose of making my illustrations more forcible and more clear. I 
believe that such associations of Unions as I have supposed might be 
most advantageously formed in various parts of my district, provided 
the consent of the parties to be associated could be obtained ; and I am 
unwilling to believe that they would withhold their approval from an 
experiment which could so safely be made; which destroys nothing 
established, and could be terminated immediately upon its being found 
a failure. At this conjuncture, when schemes are afloat for a national 
system of education, to be enforced by Act of Parliament, and main- 
tained by additional taxation, it seems peculiarly incumbent upon Boards 
of Guardians so to employ the means they possess as to make them 
most extensively useful, and thus obviate the necessity, as far as pos- 
sible^ of additional and expensive machinery. 

I have the honour to remain. Gentlemen, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Richard Hall, 
Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, 

The Poor Law Commssioners, 
^•c. 8pc, Sfc, 
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Tabl.s B. — Amount of Expenditure on Education, and Number of Children 
now in the Workhouse Schools, of the Unions named: — 
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Expended on 
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Female 
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Total. 

Wantage . . • 
Abingdon 
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53 
51 
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No. 5. 

Report upon certain Returns relative to Union Schools, in Shrop- 
shire, by Wm. Day, Esq., Assistant Poor-Law Commissioner. 

Gentlemen, Salop, 26/A July, 1838. 

In transmitting the Board's queries to the different Unions in my 
district, I thought it right to add some additional questions with the 
view of elucidating not only the number of children, who might be 
inmates of the workhouses classified according to certain social rela- 
tions, but also to be enabled to present at one view the moral capabili- 

T 2; : /-- -- 
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ties for their receiving instruction, and the extent to which it was 
afforded them. 

It is evident that a mere return of the number of the children in a 
workhouse will afford very insufficient grounds of inference, either as 
to the power of educating them, or as to the nature of that education 
which it may be the most advisable to pursue. It is not only necessary 
to distinguish those who are capable of receiving it from those who, 
from various causes, are incapable, but we must again examine the 
component parts of the former class, and ascertain whether there are 
sufficient numbers of any given age to render available that descrip- 
tion of instruction which can alone be applicable to a workhouse edu- 
cation. 

An inspection of the accompanying table A, which I have drawn up 
from the returns, will show, that with very few exceptions, the children 
in an individual workhouse of a given age do not exceed one or two. 
It is clear then that with such elements as these, either instruction in 
classes must be abandoned, or that the elder children and the younger 
must be instructed together, to the manifest injury of both. 
. The 13 Unions of Shropshire present a total number of children of 
all descriptions, inmates of the workhouses, of 363, or a bare average 
of 28 (including both sexes) to each. Small as this average is, eight 
of them fall below it, and of the whole number two only present 30 
scholars and upwards capable of instruction. 

However much it may occasion regret, it cannot be a matter of sur- 
prise that, with very few exceptions, the pauper schools of this county 
are totally inefficient. Nor can the guardians be justly censured for 
this unfortunate position, for the materials which they have to control 
present no means of pursuing any satisfactory c jurse. 

The necessity for a power to consolidate establishments of this de- 
scription has been so fully gone into in the evidence that has been 
offered before the present Committee on the Poor-Laws, that it is un- 
necessary for me to enlarge upon it, and you will at once perceive that 
the large county of Salop will not produce more pupils than are to be 
found at many moderate-sized grammar-schools. The total number 
(capable of instruction) appears to be 176 boys and 106 girls, or to- 
gether 282. But even of these many would be ineligible to a central 
establishment, as being probably only transient inmates of a workhouse 
as part of the family of their parents. 

In these Unions the following appears to be the number of this de- 
scription :— 
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Name of Union. 

Classification of the Parents in the House. 


Mothers of 
Bastards. 

Widows. 

Widowers. 

Able-bodied. 
Parents. 

1 

4 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Boys. 

GirU. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Atcham . . . 

. . 

• . 

* . 

• . 

2 

2 



Bridgnorth • . 
Charch Stretton 


• • 

1 

1 

• • 





2 

• • 

Gleobury Mortimer 
Clan .... 

I 

* . 

• • 


« . 





4 

• a 

Drayton . • • 
EUesmere . . . 

1 

* • 


* • 






2 
1 

Ludlow • . . 

2 


1 

• . 





4 

Madeley . . . 
Newport . • . 
Shiffual . • . 

1 

• * 

• • 

• • 

o 
2 

» • 




2 

4 
3 
2 

Wellington • . 
Wem • . . 

Total • . 

* • 
3 

• • 

1 

• • 

• < 


a ( 



5 

8 

8 

7 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

31 


Or, Boys . 
Girls . 

• ■ • • 
. • • • 

Total 

. . 18 
. . 13 

. . 31 



The comparatively small number of 282 becomes then still further 
reduced to 251, which would be barely more than sufficient for the 
proper occupation of a very moderate establishment. 

Before I conclude this communication I shall briefly allude to the 
present description of instruction g^iven in the different workhouses of 
Shropshire. It is as follows : — 


UNION. 

4 

Number of 

Children 

capable of 

Instruction. 

Description of Instruction. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Bridgnorth • . 
£llesmere . 

Atcham • . . 

Church Stretton . 

Cleobury Mortimer 
Clun .... 
Drayton . . . 

14 
31 

30 

5 

9 
12 
12 

16 J 

17 I 

22 
2 

7 
5 
7 

Schoolmaster and schoolmistress, and who 
have a competent knowledge of the mat- 
ters they are required to teach. 

Schoolmaster who is competent The guar- 
dians are about to appoint a schoolmis- 
tress. 

Reading taught by an old pauper 80 years 
of age, no writing, &c., needlework by the 
matron to one girl. 

Merely a schoolmistress, who attends by day 
only, and who does not teach writing. 

The matron of one of the workhouses acts as 
schoolmistress ; no schoolmaster. 

Two paupers in the house ; the one a young 
man with one hand, who is stated to have 
been assistant at a small school, and the 
schoolmistress is an old woman who super, 
intends knitting and sewing. 


9 • 
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Description of Instruction given to the different Workhouses of Shropshire — contd,» 


, liudlow 


Uhion. 


• • • 


Number of 

Children 

capable of 

In^tiuction. 


Boys. 


10 


Girls. 


Description of Instruction. 


Madeley . 
Newport . 


Shiffnal 


Wejlington 


Wem . 


• • • 


14 


19 


8 


At Ludlow the children are sent to the na- 
tional school, and at the other house at 
Leintwardine they are instructed hj a 
pauper, who has been a glover. A cen- 
tral house^ however, is in the course of 
erection, when a better arrangement will 
be effected, if indeed the numbers will ad- 
mit it. 

The governor and matron assisted by two of 
their children. The former has been a 
colour-serjeant in the army. 

A pauper, and the governor*s niece; not 
having received any special previous in- 
struction. 

An old widow, a pauper, who teaches read- 
ing and needlework only. Two boys of 
nine years of ag^e are stated to be too old 
to go to this widow, and are refused ad- 
mittance to the national school at Shiffnal, 
because they are not parishioners, aud the 
Union does not subscribe to the school. 

The children are placed in a separate work- 
house, and obtain such instruction as the 
governor (who is also a relieving officer) 
and his wife, who is matron^ can afford 
them. The governor was a Serjeant in 
the army. 

The schoolmistrefls is the wife of tfaa reliev- 
ing ofi^eer. There is ho schoolmaster ap- 
pointed. 


To remedy this state of inefficiency, and to procure those advantages 
which must necessarily have resulted from a more enlarged manage- 
ment, the Ateham Union sent circulars to the neig>hbouring ones in the 
county, offering to take the boys upon such terms as would have justi- 
fied unitedly the engagement of capable instmetors. Had this plan 
succeeded, the Ellesmere guardians were equally prepared to have in- 
stituted a similar course with reference to the girls. I regret, however, 
to add, that notwithstanding my earnest anxiety to effeet this arrange- 
ment, in not a eingl^e instance was I socceBsfuI. The reasons ihat were 
assigned were va^'ions. The principal ones, however, were, that the 
guardians had no security for the permanence of the system — that they 
had no conlrot over their children in a foreign workhouse — and, I fear, 
in some instances, the apparent eeonomy of their present course of im- 
perfect or rather of no instruction, trthy have operated in the minds of 
some of them, when conjpared with the increased expense which might 
have attended this new proposal, 

I can o«ily add that, as far as n^y Experience has led me to a conclu- 
9C<yft, Bothtog short of a legislative enactment will ever effect this de- 
sirable object. I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 

To the Poor Law Commissioners^ William Day. 
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No. 6. 

Copies of some of the Petitions, Addresses, and Resolutions, &c., which 
have been received relative to the Working and Effects of the Poor 
Law Amendment Act. 

A. — Petitions to both Houses of Parliament. 

At a special! y»convened meeting of the Board of Guardians of the 
Hoxne Union, in* the county of Suffolk, on Monday, 18th February, 
1837, petitions to Parliament (of which the following is a copy) were 
agreed upon and signed by a very large majority of the guardians. 

The humble Petition of the Guardians of the Poor of the Hoxne Union, 

in the county of Suffolk, sheweth — 

That your petitioners view with deep concern and regret the exertions 
which have of late been made in various parts of the kingdom to throw 
obstacles in the way of the operations of the Poor Law Amendment 
Act, and to bring into disrepute with the public those who are con- 
cerned in carrying its provisions into effect, particularly its chief func- 
tionaries, the Commissioners : that your petitioners also have further 
cause to lament that statements, founded neither on correct representa- 
tions of facts, nor on a right understanding of the true principles of the 
Act, are promulgated, not only by a portion of the press, but by 
speeches' made at public meetings, tending to agitate the poorer classes 
and influence public opinion against the measure. 

That the many and great benefits which have already resulted from 
the operation of the New Poor Law in the Hoxne Union, not only to 
the rate-payers, but to the poor themselves, have caused your peti- 
tioners to entertain opinions completely at variance with those so in- 
dustriously attempted to be propagated at the present period. 

That the conviction of your petitioners, as respects the beneficial 
operation of this measure, is founded upon the following facts : — 

That the average annual expenditure of the parishes comprised in 
the Hoxne Union, during the three years preceding its formation, 
amounted to 19,930/. That the total expenditure of the Union, during 
the first year since its formation (including a heavy expense incurred in 
the migration of poor persons to the manufacturing districts), did not 
exceed 12,000/. 

That this reduction has not been accomplished by causing 'the aged 
and infirm, or the sick, to suffer any privation, but by carefully investi- 
gating the cases of applicants for relief, detecting imposition, and gra- 
dually but firmly withdrawing all out-door relief from the able-bodied 
pauper. 

That, previous to the formation of this Union, there were usually, in 
the winter months, upwards of 800 labourers without employment re- 
ceiving out-door relief in the several parishes. That, in the course of 
the first quarter after the adoption of the workhouse system in this 
Union, viz., the quarter ending 25th March, 1836, 52 ablerbodied per- 
sons accepted temporary relief within the Union workhouse. That, at 
the present period, there are but four able-bodied men within its walls ; 
and that the whole of this class, with those exceptions, are now main- 
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taining themselves and their families by their own industry, instead of, 
as heretofore, frequenting the tavern and the beer-shop, and receiving 
the wages of idleness at the parish pay-table. 

That the aged and infirm are in many instances receiving a greater 
amount of relief; and, in cases of sickness and accident, the pauper 
obtains more minute attention and more efficient assistance under the 
provisions made by this Board tban under the old system. 

Tbatyour petitioners regard with peculiar satisfaction the great moral 
improvement which the operation of the Poor Law Amendment Act is 
gradually effecting in the habits and conduct of the working classes, 
and the change from idleness and improvidence to industry and fore- 
thought which it has already produced. 

That your petitioners cannot but strongly express to your Honour- 
able House their sense of the advantage and assistance they have 
derived, as a Board, from the guidance and control of the Poor Law 
Commissioners, and of the importance of supporting them in the dis- 
charge of their arduous duties. 

That the authority vested in the Commissioners secures uniformity of 
proceeding throughout the various districts of the kingdom, and affords 
a protection against inexperience or mismanagement on the part of the 
guardians, whilst the weight that must attach to the judgment of per- 
sons holding stations of such vast public responsibility, divested of local 
interests and prejudices, secures an unexceptionable tribunal of refer- 
ence and appeal in all cases of difficulty or difference of opinion. 

Your petitioners, therefore, deeming it their bounden duty (as far as 
the weight of their testimony may have influence) to counteract the 
clamorous hostility of the opponents of the law by this expression of 
their sentiments, do humbly pray that your Honourable House will 
assent to no alteration, either in principle or detail, which may tend in 
the smallest degree to impair the efficiency of a measure fraught with 
such good and important results, not only to the community at large, 
but especially to the poor themselves. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 
(Signed) Henry Owen, 

(Guardian ex-offido). Chairman. 

William Frener, 
Vice-Chairman, and 28 Guardians. 


To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled; 

The humble Petition of the undersigned Guardians of the parish of 
Camberwell, in the county of Surrey, sheweth — 

That the period of one year, for which your petitioners were elected 
to administer the New Poor Law, having now expired, they feel it due 
to the measure to state the result of their experience, and to pray your 
Honourable House accordingly. 

That the said law has been in operation, in the extensive parish of 
Camberwell, during the space of two years and a half; that previously, 
a large number of the able-bodied poor were maintained out of the 
parish funds, — they not caring to work, and the overseers having no 
power to withhold relief ; that these persons having, under the au- 
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ihoniy of the new law, been refated their former allowances, betook 
theiDseivefi to their own resoorees, and are ftow most of tlieoi stil! in 
this parish, maintaining theinielves and their faffiilies by their own 
honest industry, and preeenting the most marked contrast between 
what they uaed to be and what tbey are, both as to morals and as to 
comfort. 

That, in the last two years precedinf the introdoetion of the law 
into the parish, 46 illegitimate children beeame chargeable; in the 
two succeeding years, 10 only. 

That, through the facilities afforded by the new law, in classifying 
the inmates of the workhouse, and separating the aged who are past 
labour from those who are able to contribute towards their own main- 
tenaoce, the comfort of the former, as well as order among all, are more 
effiectualiy provided for. It is true, in the general cls^ssification, which 
ineludes the sexes, husband and wife are kept apart ; bat this is no 
new feature in the present law, it having been as unavoidable nnder 
the old as it is under the new system ; and for this plain reason, that 
decency requiring that the same room should have no other occupants 
but the man and his wife, there would be no Ilratis to the size of a 
workhouse affording separate apartments to every mafHed couple ; and, 
in fact, the only difficulty which your petitioners have had to contend 
with on this point is the unwillingness of married parties to go into the 
workhouse together, men and women constantly deshring to be admitted 
or discharged, one without the other. 

That the reduction in the rates has been in proportion to the moral 
good effected, a diminution of more than one-half having taken place. 
That, however, it appears to your petitioners that the law intended this 
consideration to be quite secondary to the moral improvement of the 
poor; and that^ acting on this principle, your petitioners have found 
the financial benefit to follow as a matter of course. 

That, upon the whole, since the introduction of the New Poor Law 
into the parish of Camberwell, the state of Che neighbouring poor has 
in every sense greatly improved ; which circumstance, coupled with 
the financial results, mdttces your petitioners to approach your Honour- 
able House, and to pray that your Honourable House will not consent 
to any alterations affipottng the principles of a measure which, at a 
greatly^lessened cost to the rate-payer, affords on the one hand, to the 
necessitous poor, such ample protection as, under the old defective 
system, they could not be sure of, and tends, on the other, to reform 
habits of idleness in the able-bodied, and to] restore such persons to 
the character and condition of independence. 

And your petitioners, &c. 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal of 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland in Parlia- 
ment assembled ; 

The bumble Petition of the (iuardians of the Poor of Haver- 
fordwest Union, in the town and county of Haverfordwest, 
and in the county of Pembroke. 
Respectfully Shevveth, 

That your petitioners entered upon their duties, and have eontinaed 


J 
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to iili tlma under the deepeni conyietioii thsi Ihe first ef Ibose duties 
polDted to the proieetion from want of the aged and the impotent ; that 
th« next instroeted them bygnuiiiftl alterations from the former system, 
hy steftdioese and nniforoilty of purpose, to show to the able-bodied 
kibourefs thftt their duties and tneir interests are the same, and that 
both alike admonish them that there exists no human means of rekas- 
iBCP them from relianee on their own labour as the means of support, or 
from the consequences of their own misconduct or improvidence. 

That the law shields all our fellow-creatures from destitution ; but 
whilst it protects even the abandoned and dissolute ffom want, it leaves 
net unprotected those IVom whose hard earnings by labour and industry 
the poor-rate must he created, by testing the actual condition and sin 
cerity of those who seek to live by the produce of the labour of others, 
and not by that of their own* 

That there re^ly does exist no power or authority under the new law, 
whi€li was not possessed under the old law, sinee the time of Queen 
Blizabeth, with the material difference of the former having been for 
all practical purposes exercised in secret, without uniformity and without 
that regularity of system which enaMed those clothed with authority to 
exercise efficient control, and impose effectual responsil^lity as a guard 
against the fraud and corruption which was the necessary consequence 
of such administration, and by which the rate-payers became the least, 
but the poor the greatest sufferers. 

That the consequences of a perversion of the words and spirit of the 
statute of the 43d of Elizabeth, from neither of whfch can be gathered 
the intention of the legislature to bestow relief on the able-bodied but 
in return for labour, had at length made it apparent that we had put a 
construction upon the law which never could have been intended, since 
its operation had partially, and soon would universally, have led to the 
exhibition of a physical impossibility. 

That could the Poor Law Amendment Act and the Regulations of 
the Commissioners issued under its authority have been, but by the 
most weak or wicked interpretation, construed into the possibility of 
converting Boards of Guardians thruughout the kingdom, composed 
of independent gentlemen and intelligent farmers into instruments of 
injustice and oppression, such a law and such regulations would have 
found no advocates, and no instruments in your petitioners ; it is the 
reverse of duties that would have degraded them, that your petitioners 
for more than fifteen months have had to perform : they have read the 
law very differently from (fortunately) the few who would cast upon 
them reproach ; but whilst the law protects the rate-payer from fraud 
and the poor from oppression, your petitioners have learned, from 
abundant experience, that to delude the poor is not to befriend them : 
they have used their best endeavours to carry out the principles of the 
law, and the rules and regulations of the Central Board of Commis- 
sioners, whom that law for the best purposes has clothed with autho- 
rity, and by the exercise of which, under their responsibility, uniformity 
is preserved. 

Your petitioners respectfully submit, that to all reasonable minds the 
benefits which have already been conferred upon the community at 
large, afford a sufficient refutation of the calumnies with which the law 
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and the Commissioners are assailed : where the working classes are 
become more distinguished for sobriety i^nd less improvident, and 
where the degraded pensioner upon the parish purse becomes the honest 
maintainer of himself and family — where funds hitherto destined in a 
considerable degree to the support of the idle who toiled not, can now 
be applied by the payment of wages to productive labour, it might rea- 
sonably have been hoped that the loud and incessant clamour of those 
might have ceased who bury in oblivion all the fraud and all the scenes 
of misery, of vice and destitution, which were to be seen before the 
present act came into operation — who advocate only the accommodation 
of the pauper, but who never by any chance allude to the poverty of 
those who have to pay, and who carefully abstain from adverting to 
the fact, that of any given number rated to the reUef of the poor, a con- 
siderable proportion will be found to be upon the verge of pauperism 
themselves. That in numerous cases in the principality, the small 
farmers will be found to submit to privations unknown to the mendicant 
and pauper, and that in all cases where the farms of such persons are 
cultivated by themselves and their children, and where any portion of 
the rate to which they contribute is paid directly or indirectly in aid of 
labour, such small farmers are virtually taxed to pay the labourers of 
their wealthier neighbours. All this the opposers of the law studiously 
avoid to touch upon. 

That the beneficial effects of the measure your petitioners have 
witnessed with satisfaction : the aged and impotent have almost in every 
case had their allowance increased, and even in this early stage of the 
application of the law, with the expense necessarily attending the forma 
tion of the Union, the rates are reduced 20 per cent. 

For these benefits your petitioners are mainly indebted to the inde- 
fatigable zeal, ability, and industry of Mr. Clive, the Assistant Poor 
Law Commissioner, by whose able assistance, joined to their best 
endeavours, to give effect to the humane and beneficial spirit of the 
law, it has been the anxious wish of your petitioners to render them- 
selves in truth the guardians of the poor. 

That at a time, when not only the law, but the Commissioners and 
Boards of Guardians are assailed with unceasing hostility by those, 
some of whom at least have far different objects than the interests of 
the poor, your petitioners have felt themselves called upon to record 
their opinion oi the wisdom and humanity of the law. 

Your petitioners, therefore^ most humbly pray — ^That in the consi- 
deration of any amendment of the Poor Law that may be suggested to 
your Honourable House, you will be pleased not to abandon any of the 
principles, nor materially alter any of the leading provisions of that 
great and salutary measure. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, &c. 

(Signed) H. Leach, Chairman, 

Thomas Martin,! tt- ^l • 
Gko. Roch, JunJ ^^<^-Chatmun. 

and 64 Guardians. 
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B. — Petitions to the House of Lords. 
To the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 

Parlian^ent assembled. 
The humble Petition of the Board of Guardians of the Camel- 
ford Union, in the county of Cornwall, 
Humbly sheweth— 

That the Union of Caroelford is composed of fourteen parishes, 
containing a population of about seven thousand inhabitants, scattered 
over an extensive area. 

That from its peculiar and isolated situation » being bounded on 
the north-west by the Atlantic and separated by a considerable dis- 
tance from the remote towns which give names to their several Unions, 
the Poor Law Commissioners, with their usual regard to the interests 
and prosperity of the inhabitants of each district, deemed it advisable to 
declare that the parishes immediately surrounding the lonely town of 
Camelford should be united, and a Board of Guardians appointed to 
administer the provisions of the Poor Law Amendment Act. 

Your petitioners acknowledge that by this local arrangement they 
have received those advantages which invariably accrue to any class 
of people possessing the power of managing their own affairs. 

Your petitioners also state that with the liberal support of the 
Central Board of Poor Law Commissioners, but particularly with the 
advice and general aidance of the Assistant Commissioner, William 
John Gilbert, Esquire, they have succeeded in carrying the first prin- 
ciples of the Poor Law Amendment Act into active operation ; and they 
are convinced that since the introduction of the new system amonu: 
them a general improvement has been effected, not only in the demeanour 
and character of the labourers and paupers, but in the legal and equi- 
table distribution of the poor-rates, and in the whole management of ail 
matters relating to parochial business ; and your petitioners also add 
that, in the event of no saving being effected (but which they believe 
will ultimately be the case), they still would testify their unqualified 
approbation of the improved administration of the Poor Laws. 

Your petitioners further state that no workhouse at present exists 
within their Union, without which they deem it impossible to effect a 
reduction in the expenditure to any considerable amount ; but the cha- 
racter of their Union, the smallness of their population, and the limited 
accommodation which the class of paupers in their Union would require 
have hitherto restrained their operations in the settlement of this most 
important part of the Act. 

And your petitioners further state that they are very anxious to 
share in the benefits which have been proved to result from the test 
of the workhouse system properly applied, without incurring such an 
enormous increase of expenditure as would inevitably ensue should they 
be oblijred to erect a central house within their own Union. 

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that your Honourable House 
will vest in the Poor Law Commissioners for England and Wales such 
additional powers as will enable them to consolidate two or more 
Unions for the purpose of erecting a central workhouse for their mutual 
accommodation and use. 

(Signed) Thomas P. Rosevear, Chairman, 

and 15 Guardians. 
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To the Right Honourable the Lords Spifitiial and Teiii|K}ral in 

Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the Guardians of the Cosford Union, in the 

County of Suffolk. 

Sheweth — 

That your petitioners have had practical experience of the working 
of the Poor Law Amendment Act nearly three years, and have found 
its operation beneficial to a degree which the results alone could have 
made credible to all classes within the Union. 

That if a comparison could be fairly instituted, they believe the 
benefits conferred upon the labouring population by the altered system 
to have been at least equal to those which have been derived to the 
rate -payers- 

That your i)etitioners are convinced that what are called the objec- 
tionable clauses of the Poor Law Amendment Act do not properly 
deserve that appellation. 

That with respect to bastardy, although your petitioners would be 
glad to see the seducers of female chastity duly punished in proportion 
to the moral nature of their offence, they are, nevertheless, convinced 
that a return to the legal punishment of such offenders would tend to 
the increase of illegitimacy greatly more than to its suppression. 

That your petitioners would rejoice in any mode which could be 
safely adopted for perpetuating comfort to aged persons when adverse 
circumstances compel them to take refuge in the workhouse ; but your 
petitioners are of opinion that the Poor Law Commissioners have acted 
wisely and consistently with their duty in discouraging the cohabitation 
of all married persons within the walls of a workhouse. 

That your petitioners would be much disheartened in the discharge 
of their duty, if they were deprived by law of any portion of the sup- 
port which the Poor Law Commissioners are now enabled to afford 
them. 

That your petitioners would regard with great dismay any disposition 
in the legislature to bring back the administration of the Poor Laws 
to anything at all resembling their late unfortunate state of abuse and 
confusion. They are more especially fearful of any proposition for 
requiring overseers to afford work to paupers, before the exhibition of 
the workhouse test ; since experience has shown that work cannot, by 
any possibility, be found them by overseers, although more recent 
experience has satisfactorily proved that the labourers can procure it 
for themselves. 

Your petitioners, therefore, earnestly beseech your Right Honourable 
House not to alter the Poor Law Amendment Act in any of its import- 
ant parts, until time shall have been given to the whole country tho- 
roughly to understand and judge of its value. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

Signed by 32 Guardians, including five ex officio. 
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Cr«*-PBTmoNs to the House of Commoiis. 

To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain and Ireland in 

Parliament assembled. 

The Petition of the Board of Guardians of the Camelford Union, in 

the county of Cornwall. 

Humbly sheweth— 

That shortly after the Union of Camelford was declared, the pau- 
perized labourers displayed open and violent opposition to the intro- 
duction of the new system into this part of Cornwall, and many inte- 
rested individuals of all ranks in society covertly fomented and encou- 
raged an active hostility to the Poor Law Amendment Act. 

iTour petitioners also state that, notwithstanding this strenuous and 
illiberal hostility, they have succeeded in carrying the first principles of 
the Poor Law Amendment Act into operation, and have, in a great 
measure, baffled and frustrated the evil and malicious intentions, not 
only of the parties encouraging such resistance, and therefore interested 
in its violence and duration, but also of those misguided individuals 
who had ignorantly become their instruments in opposing the formation 
of this Board. 

And your petitioners further state, that they are convinced, even from 
the short trial which has been made of the new system in the Camel- 
ford Union, that it will eventually become a measure of vast and im- 
portant advantage to it, and that its general efilect will be to compel the 
idle to become industrious and the careless to become attentive. That 
it will teach the female part of our population the value of chastity, and 
that it will raise the labouring classes from their indolent, depressed, 
and degraded condition into which the old system has plunged them, 
and will lay the foundation of comparative prosperity to the farmer by 
improving the independent, moral, and religious character of his la- 
bourers, and by reducing the rates, which have been ruinous and op- 
presBfve. ' 

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly hope that your Honourable 
House will not consent to any alteratioo, either as it regards the prin- 
ciples or the operation of the Poor Law Amendment Act, until it shall 
be discovered, by a more general and particular experience of its enact- 
ments, that any such amendments are absolutely required. 


The humble Petition of the Board of Guardians of the SouthiiH)lton 

Union, in the county of Devon. 
Sheweth — 
That the Southmolton Poor Law Union has been formed somewhat 
more than two years, and comprises 29 parishes, with a population of 
about 18,900 souls. That the annual expenditure for the relief of the 
poor has been reduced from 8,653/. to 7,213/., being a saving of one- 
sixth (viz. 1,439/.), although, during the last year, the destruction by 
fire of an old workhouse, and the consequent necessity of occupying 
two other parochial workhouses with full establishments, and the erec- 
tion and furnishing of a new one, hare materially increased the ex- 
penses of the Union. 
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That the above saving has been effected without craelty or injustice 
to any portion of the poor ; and whilst the able-bodied have been com- 
peHed to labour, the sick have been better attended to, and the old and 
infirm have been in general more liberally and equitably relieved than 
they were under the old system. 

That the enactments respecting bastardy have greatly reduced the 
applications on that head within the Union, and your petitioners are 
firmly convinced that this reduction has not, as was apprehended by 
the opponents of these enactments, been accompanied within this district 
by any increase, nor indeed any instance of the dreadful crime of infan- 
ticide ; but the result has been the commencement of habits of greater 
chastity among that class of females, who, in many cases, were rather 
gainers than losers by its violation before the introduction of the pre- 
sent law, though the time it has been in operation does not yet allow 
of any great alteration in this respect. 

That seeing the attacks which from some quarters have been made 
on the conduct of the Poor Law Commissioners, your petitioners are 
impelled by a sense of justice to bear testimony to the wise and humane 
spirit in which (so far as has fallen under their notice) the powers of 
that Board have been exercised, and in which their instructions in all 
the concerns of this Union have been executed by their assistant com- 
missioner, Mr. Gilbert. 

Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray that in the consideration of 
any amendments of the Poor Law that may be suggested to your Ho- 
nourable House, you will be pleased not to abandon any of the prin- 
ciples, nor materially to alter any of the leading provisions of that great 
and salutary measure. 

(Signed) Ebrington, Chairman, 

H, W. Ears LAKE, Vice-chairman* 
and 23 Guardians. 


To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned, Land-owners, Manu- 
facturers, Tradesmen, and Ratepayers of the parish of Stoke- 
upon-Trent, in the county of Stafford, 

Sheweth — 

That, in the parish of Stoke- upon-Trent (containing a population of 
upwards of 40,000, principally engaged in the manufacture of china 
and earthenware), the Act passed in the 4th and 5th years of the reign 
of his late Majesty William IV., intituled " An Act for the Amendment 
and better Administration of the Laws relating to the Poor,'' has now 
been in operation for nearly two years, under the management of a 
Board of Guardians, constituted in the mode directed by the orders oi 
the Poor Law Commissioners, which your petitioners deem a most 
salutary improvement in the mode of electing parochial authorities. 

That, however great may have been the difficulties which the Board 
of Guardians had to encounter on the first introduction of a new 
system of laws on this most interesting and important subject, their 
labours have been very greatly lessened, and their operations eminently 
facilitated, by the wise, judicious, and well-digested rules and orders, 
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concocted and laid down by the Poor Law Commissioners; and, 
whatever difierence of opinion there may be amongst individuals as to 
the policy or humanity of some of the provisions of the Act, your 
petitioners are satisfied, and they ground their opinion upon the posi- 
tive and practical advantages that have already arisen from the measure 
in this parish, that in its general principles the Act is calculated, when 
put in extended operation throughout the country, to produce lasting 
benefits to all classes, and to the community at large, by affording 
relief to the aged, infirm, and really necessitous, by eradicating from 
society the baneful influence arising from the habits of the idle, disso- 
lute, and able-bodied paupers, who can now no longer be supported in 
their vicious practices, and, moreover, by effecting a great permament 
improvement in the moral character of the labouring poor. 

Your petitioners further most respectfully state to your Honourable 
House that, by the operation of the Act in this parish, and under the 
improved system of management induced by the rules and directions 
of the Poor Law Commissioners, order and regularity have been 
introduced in the administration of the parochial affairs, the officers are 
become responsible, which they were not before, the rates have been 
better collected and considerably reduced, the poor are examined in 
detail and better provided for, impositions are detected, and the cases 
of real distress relieved, partly in money, and partly in bread, and your 
petitioners have the best founded reasons for anticipating still more 
beneficial results. 

Your petitioners therefore, being deeply impressed with a conviction 
of the policy and beneficial tendency of the Poor Law Amendment 
Act, have seen, with surprise and concern, that prejudices exist against 
it, which your petitioners are convinced are unfounded, and which are 
carried so far by the indiscreet zeal of parties as to excite petitions to 
your Honourable House for a total repeal of the Act, cannot help 
deprecating such attempts, and most humbly pray your Honourable 
House not to repeal the same, but to make only such amendments 
therein as the etperience already acquired of its practical efforts may 
have suggested, and as to your wisdom may seem meet and expedient. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 


To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled. 

The humble Petition of the undersigned, the Board of Guardians 
for the parish of Stoke-upon-Trent, 

Sheweth, 

That your petitioners have read with regret a petition to your 
Honourable House from certain individuals, residents of the town and 
vicinity of Leicester, in which statements are made against the principle 
of the Poor Law Amendment Act, which your petitioners conceive are 
calculated to produce an erroneous impression in some parts of the 
kingdom where the Poor Law Amendment Act has not yet been 
brought into operation. 

That your petitioners have carefully observed the working of the 
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poor Law Amendment Act in the parish of Stoke-upon-Trent, con- 
taining a population of upwards of 40,000, during the last two years, a 
period of unexampled ditficulty, occasioned by an extensive turn-out of 
the workmen, and the subsequent depression of trade to an extent never 
known in this district at any former period. 

That your petitioners can bear their candid testimony that the admi- 
nistration of the Poor Law, whether by overseers or a select vestry, in 
this parish, up to the period of the introduction of the Poor Law 
Amendment Act, has been attended with an increasingly lavish expen- 
diture, occasioned by extensive out-door relief, partly arising from fear 
or favour, and which was rapidly extinguishing all independent feeling 
amongst the workmen, by inducing them to rely upon parochial relief 
as a kind of annuity provided for them, and thus leading to improvidence 
and neglect of their parents by those who might without difficulty have 
provided for their own wants and have administered to the necessities of 
their relatives. 

That in the opinion of your petitioners the principle of the Poor Law 
Amendment Act in its operation will be found not only beneficial to 
the paupers, but also to the rate-payers at large, by giving them the 
free choice of those who are to carry out its provisions ; as a necessary 
consequence of which, individuals will generally be selected who, from 
their character and station in society, will afford the best guarantee 
that, whilst the poor are properly taken care of, the important duty of 
leading them to provide for their own wants by prudent economy in the 
time of youth and prosperity will be constantly kept in view. 

That your petitioners are sensible that a transition from a state of 
dependence, which the old system of Poor Laws had necessarily pro- 
duced amongst a large portion of the working classes, by teaching them 
that their wants would be supplied without any effort on their part to 
provide against the time of need, to a system which strikes at the root 
of an evil that would have ultimately pauperised nearly the whole of 
the industrious part of the community, cannot have failed to produce 
disappointment in those who had confidently expected to receive out- 
door relief with the same facility as heretofore ; but your petitioners 
can at the same time bear their testimony that the operation of the 
Poor Law Amendment Act in this parish has been attended with the 
most salutary effect, in leading the working class to see that it is not 
only their duty, but essential to their comfort and happiness, to depend 
upon their own honourable exertions for support rather than upon 
parochial relief; that the really indigent poor have been provided for 
in a manner as to leave no doubt upon the minds of candid persons of 
the efficiency of the present system when compared with the uncertainty 
of the administration of the old Poor Law. That whilst your petitioners 
conceive the securing the proper provision to the really indigent, and 
the cultivation of those feelings of honourable independence among 
the working classes, to be the most important object to be accomphshed, 
they are not insensible to the advantages conferred upon the rate- 
payers generally in the alleviation of the burdens which have pressed so 
heavily upon many persons struggling to be above parochial relief, a 
fact which is evidenced in this parish by a diminution of 29J per cent, 
during the two years that the Poor Law Amendment Act has been in 
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(^ration as compared with the two years prior to its introduction, and 
with a prospect of still further reduction with an average trade. 

That your petitioners notice with surprise the statements in the 
petition from Leicester against the Poor Law Amendment Act, alleging 
that its tendency is to increase crime and lower the value of labour ; 
your petitioners, on the contrary, believe that the spirit and natural 
tendency of the Poor Law Amendment Act is to convince the labouring 
classes that by prudent economy in the time of prosperity they may 
place themselves in a state of honourable independence in society, with 
the consciousness that they are respected for so doing, and instead of 
depending upon a precarious relief from parochial funds, which your 
petitioners conceive has a debasing influence upon the mind when 
sought for as a permanent part of their support, generally leading those 
who receive it to prefer idleness and abject poverty to comfort secured 
by their own exertions ; and your petitioners as firmly believe that few, 
if any, causes have tended to unsettle the value of labour more than 
the improvidence which such a state of dependence under the old 
system of Poor Laws naturally produced in the country at large, and 
more especially in manufhcturing districts, by leading many to accept 
employment upon terms which inflicted a severe and often permament 
injury upon that portion of the community who had been more pro- 
vident, and who would have waited till the depression in trade had 
passed over, and business resumed Its proper course ; but which desir- 
able object the necessities and improvidence of a portion of their 
fellow workmen has often prevented, and thus inflicted an injury, not 
only upon themselves^ but others. 

That whilst your petitioners desire to confine themselves to an 
approval of the principles contained in the Poor Law Amendment Act, 
and not to interfere with what may be considered as having no reference 
to the same, they cannot but notice a further most important and to 
them alarming statement in the petition from Leicester against the 
said Act, viz., that even under the most favourable circumstances of 
business, and with full employment, the operatives in Leicester and its 
vicinity could not earn more than 9^. per week ; and that so large a 
number as 6,000 or 7,000 had been accustomed, upon any depression 
of trade, to seek for and depend upon parochial relief ; that this state 
of things, in the opinion of your petitioners, demands the most careful 
investigation, in order to ascertain the cause which prevents even the 
most prudent and industrious firom making provision against a time of 
need, occasioned by the interruption of trade : your petitioners con- 
ceiving, that by the accomplishment of such a just and benevolent 
object, there would be no longer any occasion for the operatives of 
Leicester to depend upon parochial relief, either under the old or new 
system, except in cases of real indigence and inability to sustain them- 
selves by labour. 

In conclusion, your petitioners can conscientiously bear testimony to 
the anxiety manifested by the Poor Law Commissioners to attend with 
promptness to any suggestions and inquiries which the Board of 
Guardians of the parish of Stoke-upon-Trent have, from time to time, 
made to them, and the readiness which any request suggested by 
peculiar circumstances has been complied with when not contrary to 
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the spirit of the Poor Law Amendment Act ; and that your peiitionera, 
so far from regarding such Commissioners as being vested with irre- 
sponsible power, in opposition to the intentions of the legislature, 
consider the power given to such Commissioners as absolutely necessary 
to carry out the provisions of the Act, and that it has been exercised by 
them with judgment and sound discretion. 

Your petitioners, therefore, being, from experience, the best test of 
truth, deeply impressed with a conviction of the salutary principles of a 
measure which, at a greatly reduced cost to the rate-payers, affords, on the 
one hand, ample provision and protection for the really necessitous poor, 
and tends, on the other, to reclaim the able-bodied from habits of idle- 
ness, by restoring them to the condition and character of independence, 
humbly pray that, whenever the said Poor Law Amendment Act may 
be reconsidered by your Honourable House, such alterations and 
amendments only may be introduced as more extended experience shall 
suggest, and that it may continue to have a fair and candid trial of its 
adaptation to the wants of the country. 

And your petitioners will ever pray, &c. 

(Signed) William Dunbar, Bart., Chairman^ 

Richard Pratt, Vice^Chairmani 
and 18 Guardians. 


D.' — Addresses to the Right Honourable Lord John Russell, 

Resolutions, &c. 

To the Right Honourable the Lord John Russell, Her Majesty's 
Principal Secretary of State for the Home Department. 

My Lord, 

As Guardians of the Poor Law Union, containing the town of 
Uttoxeter and sixteen circumjacent parishes in the counties of Stafford 
and Derby, we beg to express our most decided opinion in favour of 
the general principle of the Poor Law Amendment Act Comparing 
the circumstances of this part of the kingdom with those of the more 
southerly countjes, there was not, in the first instance, so strong an 
anxiety felt for so extensive an alteration in the Poor Law as took place 
in the year 1834. We perceived, however, that by the pernicious and 
destructive method of administering indiscriminate relief, the mischief 
was daily extending, and a thorough investigation of the manner in 
which the funds raised for the relief of the poor in this neighbourhood 
were distributed, afforded ample proof that we needed considerable 
amendment and correction. We applaud the intent of the 43rd of 
Elizabeth, and are desirous of expressing our anxiety and determination 
to uphold and support the aged, the infirm, and the really destitute ; 
but are resolved to throw every impediment in the way of the idle, the 
profligate, and the dissolute ; and we are not aware of any surer means 
of effecting such purposes than by adhering strictly to the enactments of 
the Poor Law Amendment Act ; and which we feel convinced can only 
be beneficially maintained and carried into fiill operation by the superin- 
tending authority of a Board of Commissioners as at present consti- 
tuted, by whose judgment and discrimination proper rules and regula- 
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lions have been, and may continue to be disseminated, which insure an 
universal practice, preventing favouritism and injudicious interference 
on the one hand, or cruelty and oppression on the other. Actuated by 
these sentiments, we earnestly hope that your Lordship and the Govern** 
ment will give your most strenuous opposition to any alteration in the 
law which may impair its efficacy, or be the means of reverting to a 
system which was hurrying the bold peasantry of England into a mass 
of degraded paupers. 

We are, my Lord, &c* &c. 
(Signed) Thomas Colton Sheppard, Chairman^ 

WaTERPARK, \rr- A^t • 

Robert Blurton, ) ' 

and 15 Guardians. 


To the Right Honourable Lord John Russell, Secretary of State for the 

Home Department, &c. &c. 

The Guardians of the Foleshill Union, in the county of Warwick, 
assembled in their board-room the 23rd day of May, 183S (specially 
convened by due notice), feel it incumbent on them to report to your 
Lordship, and they have much satisfaction in stating, that the provi- 
fiions of the Poor Law Amendment Act have been carried into execu- 
tion in this Union from the month of December, 1836, to the present 
time, with the greatest practical benefit and advantage, not only to 
those who have to sustain the burden of maintaining the destitute poor, 
but to the various objects of parochial relief themselves, whether their 
necessities have required that relief as inmates of the workhouse or as 
out'door paupers ; and from the experience of upwards of seventeen 
months which this Board of Guardians has now had of the working of 
the new Poor Law, they have no hesitation in stating that its operation 
within their Union has been, and still is, most satisfactory and bene- 
ficial, both in a financial point of view, and also in the improved cha- 
racter of that class of persons for whom the legislature has, in its wisdom, 
provided parochial relief. 

This representation of facts, which the Foleshill Board of Guardians 
are enabled to make, will, perhaps, be considered the more important 
and satisfactory to your Lordship when they add that the population of 
the eleven parishes forming their Union, and which amounts to 11,965, 
is of a mixed character, combining the agricultural, mining, and manu- 
facturing classes of the poor ; that the chief employment of the manu- 
facturing class is ribbon weaving, always a fluctuating trade, yielding 
g^eneraily but low wages, and at times afibrding a very inadequate 
remuneration for the labour, and but a scanty maintenance of the 
weavers ; yet with all these disadvantages to the successful working of 
the Poor Law in the Foleshill Union, have the poor rates been de- 
creased from the declared average of the three years previous to the 
formation of the Union, to the extent of 2700/. within the last paro- 
chial year, without any diminution of the comforts of the poor, either 
in or out of the workhouse; and there is every reason to hope and 
believe that by a steady and firm perseverance in the new and amended 
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system of administering parochial relief, not only in the FolcshiU 
Union, but in every district of the country where Unions are already, 
and may hereafter be formed, firauds will be more easily and effectually 
checked, imposture detected and punished, unnecessary litigation pre- 
vented, idleness, drunkenness, and profligacy discouraged, and pau- 
perism much more sensibly diminished, than could possibly be the 
case under the old law. 

It would be presumptuous to attempt to point out to your Lordship 
the modu^ operandi of the new system, which is so rapidly realizing 
th^se salutary improvements, and satisfactory results, the defects of the 
old, and the advantages of the new law, are now too well known gene- 
rally, and too familiar to your Lordship, to render any such attempt 
necessary or expedient. 

The guardians of the Foleshill Union are mainly induced to make 
this report to your Lordship because they have heard with regret the 
clamorous objections raised, and hostility shown, in various parts of the 
country, to the introduction of the new Poor Law (especially in the 
manufacturing districts, where it has been contended that both in prin- 
ciple and detail it is totally inapfilicable and unpracticable), and because 
of the efforts that are now making both in aud out of Parliament to 
prevail upon the legislature to repeal the Act, or to engraft upon it 
some of the most ruinous provisions of the old laws* They are of 
opinion that until the oljectors are prepared to substitute another law, 
wiser and sounder in principle, and more practical in efficient detail, 
the existing law ought to be retained. 

They also venture to anticipate that the time is not very remote 
when the legislature will abrogate the old Unions formed under the 
22nd Geo. III. ch. 83 (commonly called Gilbert's Act), and make it 
obligatory on those parishes, now so united, to join the Unions under 
the amended law, and thereby make it an uniform national system. 

George Whiddon, Chainnan^ 
George Startin, VicO'chodrman^ 
William Walb Brown, DUio^ 
and seven Guardians. 


To the Secretary of State for the Home Department. 

My Lord, Nantwich Union, Cheshire, May^ 1838« 

The Board of Guardians of this Union feels itself called upon to 
express its satisfaction arising from the experience of one year, in which 
it has endeavoured to enforce the provisions of the Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act. 

The Board is the more anxious to avow its convictions of permanent 
good to be derived from the working of the Act, inasmuch as attempts 
have not been wanting to depreciate, in the minds of the lower orders, 
a system, which, in the opinion of this Board, is founded on equitable 
principles, and framed with such due regard to the relation existing 
between the different classes of the community, that a careful examina- 
tion of its provisions seems alone necessary to secure to it the appro- 
bation of every candid and unbiassed mind. 

The Board does not deem it necessary to enter into many details of 
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the working of the Act in this Union, but to bring before yonr Lord- 
ship this peculiar feature in its formation, that it embraces within its 
limits a greater space than any Union in this county. The popula- 
tion, consisting of about 31,000, is difiused over an area of 113,135 
acres, divided into 86 townships. From this fact the Board is willing 
to draw a satisfactory inference, that the system contains within it the 
peculiar property of adaptation to the wants of a difiused agricultural 
peasantry, as well as to those of a condensed population in a manufac- 
turing district. The Board therefore expresses, with some degree of 
confidence, its testimony to the operations of the amended law, as 
shown in the improved condition of the different parties affected by it: 
— Of the landlord^ whose property is enhanced in value, in the same 
proportion as the rates upon it are diminished ; of the tenant^ whose 
burthens are lightened, and wiiose situation is greatly improved by 
being released from the necessity of yielding an unwilling compliance 
(often extorted through fear, or unworthy motive,) to the, renewed im- 
portunities of the idle able-bodied pauper ; and, lastly, of the pauper 
himself, who, no longer tied down to a servile dependence on the rate« 
payers in his own township, feels himself, if able-bodied, to be thrown 
on his own resources, yet possessing the means, in the event of sickness 
or infirmity, of bringing his case, not, as heretofore, before a small 
tribunal, but before one collected from a wide district, and composed of 
men whose decisions prove that they do not visit infirmity as a crimei 
or withhold a seasonable aid from the widow and the orphan, or from 
the sick and aged poor. 

The Board has further the satisfaction of stating that arrangements 
have been made, and are nearly completed, whereby a workhouse, 
which existed previous to the Union* has been purchased by the guar- 
dians, and enlarged at a moderate expense ; and it has great satisfac- 
tion in stating that the expectations held out by the Assistant Com- 
missioners have been more than realized by a saving of 40 per cent, in 
the expenditure of the year ended on the 25 th March last. 

It is not, however, the cold calculation of pounds, shillings, and 
pence, which this Board looks at with so much satisfaction (though 
that is of some moment to many of the rate-payers), but the moral and 
religious character of the poor, which it hopes to see elevated in the 
scale of society by strictly carrying into effect the proper classification 
of the inmates of the workhouse, more particularly as it regards the 
children, whom the Board considers to be consigned to its peculiar care, 
regarding them as wards of the public, by whom they have been hitherto ' 
greatly neglected. 

The Board, in conclusion, expresses its sense of the advantages 
resulting from the existence of a Central Board unfettered by local 
prejudices, and guided by fixed and settled rules. 

To Richard Digby Neave, Esq. the Assistant Commissioner, the 
Board tenders the expression of its deep sense of the ability displayed 
by him in the first exposition of the amended law, and of the zeal and 
promptitude that have marked his subsequent communications with 
the Board in its infancy and progress to the present hour. 

By order of the Board, 

James TonKUfsoN* Vice Chairman* 
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At a meetings of the Guardians of the Tam^orth Union, held at the 
Board-room on Saturday, the 3rd day of February, 1838, 

Colonel Dickenson in the chair. 

It was resolved, — 

Firstly. That the gross mis-statements in the public prints, and 
the unfounded misapprehensions of many estimable persons relative to 
the Poor Law Amendment Act, render it an imperative duty upon those 
Boards of Guardians, elected under its provisions, solemnly to state 
their views of its wori<ing as compared with the old practice, and its 
bearing on the actual comforts and habits of the poor. 

Secondly. That, in the opinion of this Board, the individuals hereto* 
fore receiving the largest amount of relief were generally the least de- 
serving portion of the labouring classes ; and that while, under the 
new Act, each case of application for parochial assistance is discussed 
more free from the local prejudices which must frequently have borne 
upon the pauper under the old system, yet the. tests of the truth of 
statements of destitution which this Board has under the new law been 
able to apply to sucb applicants, has unquestionably prevented much 
imposition, and induced many persons, heretofore reckless and impro- 
vident, to rely upon their own industry, instead of falling back upon 
the forced contributions of their more provident and industrious neigh- 
bours. 

Thirdly. That the experience of this Board has proved that great 
numbers of the labouring men, heretofore chiefly dependent upon the 
poor-rates, have not since the establishment of this Uni«i even made 
an application for relief, while those who from accident, old age, or any 
other cause, are unfortunately altogether dependent on their parish for 
support, have sufiered no diminution of comfort and attention in con- 
sequence of the change in the administration of the law. 

Fourthly. That in the opinion of this Board a most material ad- 
vantage will accrue to the different parishes of the Union by the new 
mode of keeping the accounts, and that the great reduction which has 
taken place in the amount levied for the relief of the poor in this Union 
(more particularly in its rural districts), notwithstanding an improved 
mode had obtained previous to the establishment of this Union, is attri- 
butable only to the operation of the Poor Law Amendment Act. 

Fifthly. That notwithstanding considerable difference of opinion in 
this Board relative to the policy and humanity of the bastardy clauses 
of the Poor Law Amendment Act, this Board has reason to believe 
that there is a considerable average reduction in the numbar of illegi- 
timate births since the establishment of this Union, though they do 
not consider that they have had at present sufficient information and 
experience to give a positive opinion upon the point. 

Sixthly. That it is the deliberate and full conviction of this Board, 
from two years' experience of the working of the Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act, that if judiciously, humanely, and firmly carried into execu- 
tion, it is fraught with advantages to the whole community ; inasmuch 
as this Board believes that it will tend to improve the habits and cha- 
racter of the labouring classes, as well as to produce ^although this 
Board considers this the least of its benefits) a considerable reduction 
of the burden of the rate-payers and an increased attention to those 
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really destitute, and consequently dependent Upon parochial aid for 
' their support. 

Seventhly. That this Board consider it due to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners to take this opportunity of bearing testimony to the readi- 
ness they have ever exhibited to afford information and give assistance to 
this Board, whenever it has been found necessary to communicate with 
them upon matters of difficulty connected with the administration of 
the law, either directly or through the medium of their Assistant-Com- 
missioner, Mr. Earle, to whom they owe their best thanks for the 
valuable assbtance and great courtesy and attention which the guar- 
dians have on all occasions experienced at his hands, and which have 
justly entitled him to the respect and esteem of the Board. 

Eighthly. That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to the 
Poor Law Commissioners and another to the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department. 

(Signed) E..W. Dickenson, Chairman, 


Extract from the*Minute Book of the Poplar Union, dated 29th March, 

1838. 

Resolved — ^That this being the last meeting of the present Board 
of Guardians, they think it right to record their opinion, that during 
the past year nothing has occurred which can lessen their satisfaction 
in thinking that the affairs of the Poplar Union have, in every point of 
view, been conducted for the comfort and improvement of the poor, and 
with all practicable economy for the rate-payers. 

The Board also think it desirable to record that they have received 
every attention from the Poor Law Commissioners, who have in no 
instance exercised any but a judicious superintendence over the affairs 

of the Union. 

John Garford, Chairman. 


Report of the Operation and Effect of the Poor Law Amendment Act 

in the Henley Union. 

The Board of Guardians of the Henley Union, perceiving so much 
abuse levelled at the Poor Law Amendment Act and its operation, 
deem it a duty they owe to the legislature and to the public to state 
their opinion of the Act and its effects, founded upon a result of three 
years' experience. 

Two principal objects were contemplated by the Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act : namely, the diminution of the poor-rates and the ameliora- 
tion of the moral condition of the labouring classes by preventing 
successful imposition by fraud and idleness. Both these objects have 
been attained in the Henley Union : the first to be demonstrated in the 
published tables on the subject, the next in the general acknowledg- 
ment that many who formerly depended on the rates for subsistence 
now entirely support themselves by the produce of their own labour; an 


298 / Petitions and Addresses as to the [4th Rep. 

alteration engendered by the encouragement for idleness being taken 
away. 

The Board of Guardians deem it unnecessary to refbr to the ineffi- 
ciency of the old law when the results above stated are the effects of 
the new enactment. If the saving that has been effected has been 
accomplished through the instrumentality of oppressive measures, the 
Board of Guardians would neither boast of its success nor desire its 
continuance ; but when it is found that a just and ample relief has 
gone hand in hand with economy — that, with a diminution of expendi- 
ture, there has been no increase of destitution, the Board are in a condi- 
tion to show that the two great ends have been accomplished, and' are 
justified in concluding that similar results will be found in all Unions 
similarly situated and similarly managed. 

As other results are said to have followed the operation of the new 
law in other Unions, the Board of Guardians of the. Henley Union are 
anxious to show in what manner the parishes under their care have 
benefited by the new Act ; and, in this statement, they feel confident it 
will be seen that the law is capable of fulfilling its intentions. The 
aged, the infirm, the incapacitated (whether in themselves or in their 
families), widows with or without families, have never been necessi- 
tated to resort to the workhouse*— with such exceptions only where 
isolated cases or their own request demand a departure from such a 
general rule. Out-door relief, varying in its quality and character, 
according to the nature of the application, has in all such instances 
been ordered. 

In the case of the able-bodied male labourer under sixty years of age^ 
when applying for assistance, is of necessity irelieved by an ofier of the 
workhouse only. 

The Board of Guardians have much satisfaction in statins: that the 
classification of the inmates of the workhouse is nearly complete ; and 
they beg to add that such a classification is, in their opinion, necessary 
to be maintained in large and public institutions like a Union work- 
house. Every internal arrangement is adopted by which the health 
and comforts of the inmates can be promoted and maintained con- 
sistently with their situation ; the able-bodied male and female paupers 
do the work of the house, and perform such other labour as may rea- 
sonably be required from them ; schools are established for the boys 
and girls, where education combined with religious instruction is 
bestowed, and great attention is shown to their being taught useful 
employment. The Board of Guardians are happy to state, that some 
have by these means been fitted for and enabled to obtain situations. 

The Board of Guardians have varied the dietary in individual cases ; 
but they have no reason to think that the diet table in use in their 
Union is otherwise than sufficient. 

With regard to the medical relief afforded in this Union, the Board 
beg to state that the poor have received it to the full extent and without 
complaint, and this result the Board attribute to the rule adopted of not 
allowing large districts to be taken by the same person, by which the 
poor would be debarred from a facility of application which ought to be 
allowed them. Such are the effects of the " Poor Law Amendment 
Act" in the Henley Union, and the Board of Guardians feel that in 
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expressing their opinion they are also expressing the opinion of the 
rate-payers in general — ^that such will be its effects wherever it is pro- 
perly administered. 

Sealed with the Seal of the Guardians of the Henley Union. 
May 8, 1838. 


Gentlemen, St, Austell Union, 2nd August^ 1838. 

Thb enclosed statement has been put into circulation in this neigh- 
bourhood, and, belieying that it may not be altogether unacceptable, 
I transmit a copy. 

The complaints of some individuals, the misrepresentations of others, 
and the ignorance bf a large proportion of our population in reference 
to the merits of the Poor Law Amendment Act, may, I think, have 
rendered a local testimony of its successful operation here satisfactory 
and beneficial. 

At the same time, it is to be'remembered that what has been done has 
been accomplished with a very partial advantage from a workhouse, 
and during a year of unparalleled depression in mining, and of total 
failure in our fisheries. 

I believe I may venture to say that the decrease of expenditure is 
not the result of oppression towards the poor, but a correction of former 
abuses. 

I am, Gentlemen, &c. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, J. M. Boyle, Clerk. 


EnGlosure 


Petitiom and Addresses. 
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—No. 7.— 

Letter from James Corder, Esq., Clerk to the Strand Uoioti, relative 
to the progress of Crime, particularly in reference to Infanticide. 

Strand Union Office^ 32, Carey Street^ 
Gentlemen, nth May, 1838. 

The record of crime even in modern times is so imperfect, that it is 
very difficult to prepare with proper accuracy statistical returns from 
which comparisons may be made and conclusions safely drawn. Much 
has been said since the passing of the Poor Law Amendment Act to lead 
the public to believe that one of the effects of that law would be, a 
frightful increase in the crime of infanticide. With a view to confirm 
or confute this position various returns have been attempted to be pro- 
cured from coroners, parish officers, and the police^; but these returns, 
even where obtaiued, have been, it is believed, not sufficiently certain 
to warrant comparisons or conclusions being drawn from them. It 
occurred to me with a view to aid in so desirable an investigation, that 
a careful search of the Sessions Papers which have been for upwards 
of a century printed under the authority of the corporation of London, 
and which contain a record of every case tried at the Old Bailey Ses- 
sions during that long period might produce results which could be 
relied on with certainty, and would tend to show whether in the most 
populous county of England any increase in the murder of bastard 
children has taken place since the month of August, 1834, the period 
when the operation of the Poor Law Amendment Act commenced. 

Before I proceed to show the result of these searches, it may not be 
irrelevant briefly to advert to the previous and present state of the law 
on this subject. 

The murder of bastard children by the mother was a crime of so 
frequent occurrence, and was considered so difficult to be proved, even 
in the time of James the First, that an act was passed in the 21st year 
of the reign of that monarch which made the concealment of the death 
of a bastard child an undeniable evidence of murder in the mother, 
except she could prove by one witness at least that it was actually born 
dead. The act is intituled, '^ An Act to prevent the destroying and 
inurthering*of Bastard Children," and the preamble of it is as follows : — 

*' Whereas many lewd women that have been delivered of bastard 
children, to avoid their shame and to escape punishment, do secretly 
bury or conceal the death of their children, and after if the child be 
found dead, the said women do allege that the said child was born 
dead'; whereas it falleth out sometimes^ (although hardly it is to be' 
proved) that the said child, or children, were murthered by the said 
women their lewd mothers, or by their consent or procurement." But 
this law, which was continued by two subsequent acts of Charles I., was 
considered to savour too strongly of severity, and which was conse- 
quently construed most favourably for the unfortunate object of accu- 
sation, was repealed, together with an Irish act upon the same subject, 
by the statute 'generally called Lord Ellenborough's Act, which was 
passed in the 43d year of the reign of George III. 

Tliis latter act, except as to its repeal of the former, is repealed by 
the 9th George lY. c. 31, and by the 14th section of which act it is 
enacted, that if any woman shall be delivered of a child, and shall, by 
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secretly burying or otherwise disposing; of the dead body of the said 
child, endeavour to conceal the body thereof, every such offender shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor, and being convicted thereof shall be 
liable to be imprisoned, with or without hard labour, in the common 
g:oal or house of correction for any term not exceeding two years ; and 
it shall not be necessary to prove whether the child died before, at, or 
after its birth. It is likewise provided by this act, that if any woman 
tried for the murder of her child shall be acquitted thereof, it shall be 
lawful for the jury by whose verdict she shall be acquitted, to find, in 
case it shall so appear in evidence, that she was delivered of a child, 
and that she did by secretly or otherwise disposing of the dead body of 
such child endeavour to conceal the birth thereof, and thereupon the 
court may pass such sentence as if she bad been convicted upon an 
indictment for the concealment of the birth. 

This provision is in effect nearly the same as that of the 43d Geo. 
III. e. 58. sec. 3, except that the woman may now be indicted for the 
concealment as a specific misdemeanor, whereas under the 48d Gea 
III. she could only be found guilty of this offence after a trial on an 
indictment or inquisition for murder. Also by this new act the offence 
is extended to the concealment of the birth of any child, whether a 
bastard or not. 

From this brief outline of the law upon the subject, U will appear 
that the crime of infanticide has frequently engaged the attention of the 
legislature, and that even in the time of James I. the crime was of such 
frequent occurrence as to call for a special enactment for its prevention 
by rendering the conviction of offenders less difficult. 

The following is the result of an examination of the trials at the Old 
Bailey Sessions during 64 separate years, and extending over a surface 
of more than a century : — 


Number of Feualbs indicted for Infanticide at the General Sessions of Over and 
Terminer, held at the Old Bailey in each of the undermentioaed yeart, with the 
verdicts or results. 



Number 
Indicted 
for Mur- 

Pleaded 

Capitally 

Found 
Guilty of 
Conceal- 
ment of 
the Birth. 

Acquitted 
on the 

CYrniiTwl 

Inquisition 
quashed 

Not 


der of 

Guilty. 

Convicted. 

of 

for waat of 

GuUty 


Bastard 

Children^ 



Insanity. 

Formality. 


1730 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

■ • 

1 

1731 








1732 

1 

9 • 

I 





1733 








1734 

1 

• • 

1 





1735 

1 

• • 

1 





1736 

2- 

« • 

1 

• • 

• • 

• « 

1 

1737 








1738 

1 

• • 

• • 

• « 

• • 

• • 

I 

1739 








1740 

1 

. • 

. • 

« • 

• • 

• • 

1 

1750 

1 ' 

< • 

• • 

. • 

• • 

• . 

1 

1760 

3 

• • 

1 

• • 

» • 

• t 

2 

1770 

2 

• • 

• • 

• • 

« • 

• • 

2 

1780 

2 

. . 

• • 

• . 

• • 

• • 

2 

1790 
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Number of Females indicted for Infanticide — contimied. 



Number 
Indicted 
for Mur- 
der of 
Bastard 
Children. 

Pleaded 

Guilty. 

Capitally 
Convicted. 

Found 
Guilty of 
Conceal- 
ment of 
theBirth. 

Acquitted 

on the 

Ground 

of 

Insanity. 

Inquisition 

quashed 
for want of 
Formality. 

Not 
Guilty. 

1800 

2 

• • 

t • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

2 

1801 

2 

• f 

• •. 

. • 

• • 

* » 

2 

1802 

1 

m • 

• • 

■ • 

• • 

• • 

1 

1803 

1 

• ■ 

• . 

. • 

• • 

• • 

1 

1804 

2 

. . 

.. 

1 

• • 

■ • 

1 

1805 

1 

• • 

• • 

1 




1806 








1807 








1808 

1 

• t 

■ • 

1 




1809 

2 

• • 

• • 

2 




1810 








1811 








1812 

1 

• . 

• • 

. • 

• • 

• • 

1 

1813 








1814 








1815 

1 

• • 

• • 

• . 

• • 

• • 

1 

1816 

1 

• • 

• » 

f • 

• • 

■ • 

1 

1817 

4 

. . 

1 

1 

• • 

• » 

2 

1818 

1 

• • 

• • 

• . 

. . 

• . 

1 

1819 








1820 



« 





1821 

1 

• • 

. • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 

1822 

2 

, . 

• • 

» • 

1 

• • 

1 

1823 

2 

« • 

• * 

• . 

• . 

• . 

2 

1824 








1825 

2 

• . 

. a 

. . 

.. 

1 

1 

1826 

1 

• ■ 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 

1827 

1 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 

1828 








1829 

2 

• • 

• • 

2 




1830 

1 

• • 

. . 

1 




1831 

2 

• • 

• • 

1 

. • 

• • 

1 

1832 






• 


1833 

1 

• • 

• • 

1 




1834 

1 

• • 

• • 

. • 

• • 

• • 

1 

1835 

3 

• • 

. • 

. • 

1 

• • 

' 2 

1836 

4 

\ 

1 

1 

• » 

• t 

1 

1837 

1 

• • 

• • 

• . 

• • 

• • 

1 

Total . 

60 

1 

7 

12 

2 

1 

37 


Indicted. 

Pleaded 

Capitally 

QuUtyof 

Insane. 

Want of 

Not 



Guilty. 

Convicted. 

Conceal- 
ment. 


Formality. 

Guilty. 


Thus it appears that during the 64 years in question the total 
number of females indicted for the crime of infanticide was 60, and the 
verdicts or results were as follow :— 

Pleaded guilty • • • • . 1 

Capitally convicted . . . • 7 

Acquitted on the ground of insanity • 2 

Inquisition quashed for informality • 1 

Found guilty of concealment of the birth . 12 

Not guilty , . . . • 37 - 


Total indicted 


60 
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Thus it is obvious that infanticide has never, during^ the last century 
at least, very deeply stained the annals of crime in the county of Mid- 
dlesex. It is equally obvious that the crime in question has not 
increased in that particular county, and when the vast increase which 
has taken place in the population is duly considered, it is fair to infer 
the crime in question has actually diminished. 

In the year 1750 the population of Middlesex was 641,500; when 
the last census was taken in the year 1831 it had reached 1,358,200, 
being: an increase exceeding 100 per cent. It should also be observed, 
that the 4th and 5th Wm. IV. c. 36, intituled *' An Act for establish- 
ing a new Court for the Trial of Offences committed in the Metropo- 
lis," generally known as the ** Central Criminal Court Act,*' received 
the royal assent on the 25th July, 1834, and came into operation on 
the 31st of October in the same year, by which the jurisdiction of the 
Old Bailey Sessions was very considerably extended, and nine parishes 
in the county of Essex, ten in the county of Kent, and seventeen in 
the county of Surrey, besides the borough of Southwark, added to it. 
The parishes and places thus added contained, according to the census 
of 1831, a population of 467,404 souls, making a total population 
within the present jurisdiction of the court of 1,825,734 souls, including 
109,482 female servants. And yet it is a remarkable fact that with 
this vast increased population during the year 1837, when the Poor 
Law Amendment Act had been in operation three years, there was only 
one case of infanticide tried at the Criminal Sessions of this extensive 
district, and that ended in an acquittal. 

That with an increase of population there is unfortunately an increase 
of crime in general, ia too clearly proved by official and Parliamentary 
Returns to be denied. Thus it appears that in the seven years ending 
1755, the average number of capital convictions in the county of Mid- 
dlesex was only 61, and in the seven years ending 1762 the average 
number was only 25 ; whereas during the seven years 1822 — 1829, 
the average number of capital convictions in the county of Middlesex 
was 163. 

That the increase of crime has kept pace with the increase of the 
population is also apparent from the following table exhibiting the 
number of 

Committs^ls for Crime in the County of Middlesex, during the 

undermentioned Years : — * 


1806. 1217 

1811. 1483 

1817, 2686 

1823. 2503 

180G, 1133 

1812. 160S 

1818, 2665 

1824. 2621 

1807, 1228 

1813, 1707 

1819. 2691 

1825. 2902 

1808, 1330 

1814. 1646 

1820. 2773 

1826. 3457 

1809. 1443 

lfll5, 200S 

1821. 2480 

1827. 3381 

1810. 1424 

1816. 2SS6 

1822.2539 

1828. 3516 

1829. 3567 


It is therefore, I venture to submit, clearly evident, that although 
there has been a vast increase in the population since the year 1730, 
and although there has. been .a very considerable increase in com- 
mittals for crime and in capital convictions, the crime of infanticide has 
not increased in the most populous district in the kingdom. 

1 have the honour to be. Gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

(Signed) J. Corder. 

To the Poor Law Commissioners, 
Somerset House, London. 
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APPENDIX (C.) 

TABULAR STATEMENTS. 


—No. 1.— 

Statement of ike Number of Uuions formed, with the A^^ency of each Assistant-^ 
Commissioner; the Number of Parishes united ; the Popidatiou; and the Average 
Amount of Poor-Rates. 


Names of 

Up to the 4th August, 1838. 1 






Assistant- 


Nnmber 



Total 

Commissioners. 

Coauty. 

of Uni- 

Nnmber of 

Ponulatton. 

amount of 


ons de- 

Parishes united. 

^m ^m ■ r W v W W ■ ^m V^V 

average rates 



clared. 

• 


included. 

Mr. MoTT. . . 

Suffolk . . . 

« 

213 



i y 

Wilts . . . 


25 




} 1 

Gloucester • • 


35 




) f 

Middlesex • 


193 





Surrey . • . 
Somerset . • • 

r "^^ 

13S 

1 

; 629 

1,6.03,444 

899,627 

9 f 

Kent • • • « 


11 

ft 



9 } 

Esfsex . . . 


i 




} i 

Hertford • . 


1 




J f 

Board* o/Guardiant 

J 11 

« 

, * 

« 


Mr. Power • . 

Hertford • . • 

\ 

68 

< 



f J 

Essex . . . 


422 

• 



9 1 

Cambridge • . 


97 




fj 

Huntingdon . 


28 

• 



} 9 
9 « 

Suffolk . . . 
Norfolk . . . 

> 62 

7 
5 

: 1,248 

1,965,128 

595,030 

) 9 

York, W. R. . . 


233 

• 



9 J 

Lancaster • • 


368 




t 9 

York, K. R. . . 


9 




9 9 

Chester • . . 


10 




> > 

BoardtofXxuardians 

J 1 





Mr. Gilbert . 

Bucks . . . 

% 

190 

' 



9 f 

Berks . . . 


4 




• * 

9 9 

Oxford • . . 


4 




w 

9 9 

Herts . • . 


1 




5> 

Suirey • • 

} 3^ 

2 

^ 866 

880,156 

410,790 

9 9 

Devon . • 


441 




9 9 

Dorset . • • 


6 

• 

• 


t 9 

Cornwall . , . 


216 

• 


• 

9i 

Boards o/Quardia/u 

1 2 

• 
• 

i 



Mr. GuLsoN • . 

Berks . . . 

■v 

150 

•^ 



9 9 

Oxford . . , 


189 




9 9 

Hants • . • 


1 




9 9 

Bucks • • . 


10 




9 9 

Gloucester . • 


140 




9 9 

Warwick , , , 


21 


. 


9 9 

Wilts . . . 


8 




} 9 

Northampton 

I 45 

3 

!>1,571 

926,567 

416,208 

9 9 

Worcester . • 


30 




9 9 

Nottingham • • 


251 


• 


9 « 

Lincoln . • , 


597 i 




, 9 

Leicester . . . 


2 




9 9 

Derby . • 


52 




9 1 

York,W. R. . . 


113 

• 


• 

9 9 

Boards ofGuardiant 

r J 1 


rf 
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Names of 

Up to the 4th August, 1838. | 






Assistant* 


Number 



ToUl 

Commissioners. 

County. 

of Uni- 
ons de- 

Number of 
Parishes united. 

Population. 

amount of 
average rates 



clared. 



included. 

Mr. \%'SALB • 

Gloucester • • 

^ 

194 

' 


£. 

i > 

% • 

Worcester 
Hereford • • 


159 
2 




9f 

Somerset • 


459 





Dorset . • 

Wilts . . . 

^ 36 

3 
3 

: 844 

807,589 

333,338 

^ * 
1 f 

Devon • . . 


7 




9 9 

Salop . • . « 


10 




f f 

Stafford . • . 


6 




if 

Warwick • « 

i 

1 

4 



Col. A'COURT 

Hants . , 

' 

280 

' 



3 3 

Wilts . . . 


294 




% 1 

Somerset • • 

• 38 

1 

> 578 

443,872 

317,935 

3 3 

Berks • • 


1 




} 9 

Dorset • • » 

■ 

2 

• 



Mr. Earlk fe • 
• 1 

Northampton • 
Oxford . . . 

-* 
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2 

-k 



3 • 

Bucks . • • 


3 


« 


3 • 

Bedford . « • 


3 




3 3 

Huntingdon • • 


30 




3 3 

Lincoln • • . 


\ 




# # 
> 9 
f t 

Warwick . • 
Stafford . . • 

!. 33 

205 

lU 

5. 681 

618,755 

276,207 

9 9 

Derby • • • 


1 




9 3 

Leicester . • • 


4 




9 9 

Gloucester • • 


4 

1 



9 9 

Worcester • • 


11 

1 



9 9 

Salop • • . 


3 




9 9 

Hereford . • 

1 

5 

d 



Sir F. B. Head 

Kent « • • • 

24 

• 

' 346 

281,016 

270,522 

(resigned Nov. 






w 

22, 1835.) 



' 

« > 



Dr. Kay • • . 

Suffolk . . • 

» 

222 

- 



99 

Essex • , • 


24 



• 

9 9 

Norfolk . • . 

' 14 
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> b7A 

290,994 

255,504 

9 9 

Cambridge . 


1 


# 

/ 

)9 

Boardtof Guardians 

1 


- 

• 


Sir J.Walshau 

Dorset • » . 

" 

43 

' . 



3 1 

Somerset 


2 

' 



« > 

Northumberland 

> 28 

533 

V 890 

526,363 

177,463 

9 > 

Durham . . . 


268 




9 9 

York, N. R. . . 


44 

* 



Mr. Adet • . 

Hertford . , , 
Bedford • . , 

) 

7\ 
129 


■ 



Bucks . . . 
Huntingdon . , 

.17 

13 
73 

, 29G 

246,357 

173,528 


Cambridge . « 


7 


1 


Middlesex . . 

1 

3 

i 
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Name< of 

Up to the 4th August, 1838. 1 


. 




Aasigtant- 


Nutrb«t 



Toul 

Commissioneri. 

Coaoty. 

ofUnl- 
ung de- 

Number of 
Parishes united. 

PopulaUoo. 

Amoitntof 
average ratel 



clared. 



included. 

Mr. liALL . . 

Berks . • 

^ 

Ab' 

■% 


a. 

> > 

Oxford . . . 


■79 




) i 

Wilts . . . 


9 




> f 

Bucks • • . 


2 




>> 

Huntingdon • • 


1 




9 ) 
99 

Leicester • • . 
Northampton 

>18 

255 
25 

^16 

328,097 

188,538 

9 9 

Warwick . • . 


7 




9 9 

Nottingham • 


35 




9 9 

Rutland . . • 


•47 




9 9 

Derby . . . 


10 

• 



>> 

Boards o/GuatMans 

1 

J 

: 



Mr. Hawlkt . 

9 9 

Sussex • • • 
Surrey • • • 

13 

146 
1 

147 

132,401 

141,531 

Mr. Gmvb * • 

Monmouth • • 

•«k 

143 

1 



9 9 

Hereford . • • 


7 




>> 

Gloucester * • 


10 




9 9 
9 9 

Glamorgan » • 
Brecknock * • 

M8 

159 

7 

>^541 

412,876 

128,030 

>> 

Carmarthen • . 


72 




99 

Pembroke • . 


131 




9 9 

Cardigan . • . 

- 

12 

> 



Mr.PlLXlKGTON 

Sussex • • • 


125 




(resigned Feb. 

Hants • • . 


2 




22, 1836.) 

Lincoln . . • 


115 


■ 


19 

Northamptou • 

^ 12 

14 

^%n 

159,275 

134,012 

9 9 

Rutland . « • 


9 




9 9 

Huntingdon • • 


1 




9> 

Leicester * . , 


6 . 




Mr. NsAVB • 

Chester • • . 

\ 

466 




>9 
>> 

FUnt . . • . 
Denbigh . « . 

. 14 

30 
82 

594 

337,424 

112,154 

>> 

Carnarvon • . 


16 

> 




Mr. Dat . i . 

99 

1 9 
>f 

9 9 

Salop • • . 
Stafford • . . 
Worcester 
Hereford . . 
Monmouth . 
Montgomery . 


214 
12 

3 
9 
1 

47 

^ 



9 9 

Denbigh . . • 

\ 24 

15 

>475 

368,522 

138,261 

99 

Cardigan 


1 




> y 

Merioneth . . 


35 




1 i 

FUnt .... 


9 

; 



9 9 

Anglesey • • 


74 


' 


• • 

Chester . . • 


1 




# * 
99 

Carnarvon • 

• 

54 

J 



Sir E. Pakrt • 
(resigned Feb. 

Norfolk . . . 
Suffolk . • . 

),. 

269 
12 

I28I 

123,261 

104,262 

1 15,1836.) 
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Number of Unions fwmed^ ^c. 


[4th Rep. 


Names of 
Assistant* 
Commissioaers. 

Up to the 4th Au^st, 1838. 

] 
County. 

!^umber 

of Unl- Number of 

ons de. Parishes united. 

Population. 

Totol 

Amount of 

average raiet 



clured. 



included. 

Sir£.HiSAD,Bt. 

Hereford . • 


237 



£. 

if 

GlouceNter . 


3 




i> 

Worcester . . 


14 




}> 

iiadiior . 


61 




} 9 
>9 

Brecknock . 
Salop .... 

J 21 

84 
10 

5 517 

245,820 

101,876 

>> 

Monmouth . 


■ 2" 



, 

> > 

Cardi*^an • 


'84 




if 

Pembroke 


17 




t f 

Carmarthen . • 


■ 5 

• 

* 



Mr. TuFNBix 

Dorset . . . 

1 

230 

• 



9 i 

Somerset 

\ " 

7 

- 289 

159,633 

88.328 

)f 

Kent .... 

) 

52 




Mr. Rbvaks . 

York, N. R. . . 


451 

. 


f 

9 > 

York,E.R. . . 


337 




i> 

i 9 

City of York . . 
Aiusty of thecityl 
of York , . / 

. 22 

31 
7 

> 844 

310,861 

118,040 

9 9 





99 

York, W. R. . . 


18 




Mr. VowLEs . 

Westmoreland . 

\ 

109 

' 



9 9 

f y 

Lancaster 
Cumberland . 

,. 

27 
128 

i 265 

186,981 

57,556 

99 

Boarttso/Guardians 

J 1 


t 



Mr. Stevens . 

Leicester • . • 

' 

7 

> 



9 9 

Berks 


3 

II 



9 ) 

9 9 

Gloucester . . 
Derby • • . 

• 14 

1 
187 

> 284 

276,043 

. 72,576 

>> 

Nottingham . 


6 

• 



99 

Stafford • . . 

' 

80 

t 



Col. Wade . 

Cambridge • • 

\ 

9 

1 



) 9 

Esser . . . 
Norfolk . 


1 
,1 

\" 

6,019 

4,010 

9 9 

Boards ofGuardiam 
Total . . 

) 1 


J 


• 

584 

13,560 

13,560 

11,087,456 

5,515,326 


- . 1 1.. 
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List of Officers of Unions, 


[4th Rep. 


MM 
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List of Officers of Unions. 


[4th Rep. 
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LiH of Officers of Unions. 
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List of Officers of Unions. 


[4tli Rep. 
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List of Officers of Uniont. 


[4th Rep. I 
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—No. 3.— 


8T of Unions for which Woukrousbs hav^been ordered by the Poor Law Gommissionert 
to be built or purchased, with the Number of Persons to be provided for^ and the Sum 
authorized to be expended.— (Coit/int/ect/rom Tliird Atwuai Report, App, C, No. 4) 


Name of Union. 


^beraeron • • 
Abergavenny • 
Aitrincham . • 
A^merRham • 
Amesbury . , 
Asaph, St. . . 
Atcham • • • 
Auckland • 
Austell, St. . . 
Aylesbury , 
Bala • • • . 
Bangor & Beau-) 
maris • . j 
Barrow-on-Soar . 
Bath .... 
Belford • • • 
Bellingham • . 
Belper • . . 
Bideford . • . 
Bingham . , 
Bishop StoTtford 
Boston , . , 
Bourn . . , 
Brackley, , 

Bradford. . . 
Brampton • . 
Brecknock . . 
Brentford • . 
Bridgend and) 
Cowbridge • j 
Brixworth . . 
Burton-on-Trent. 
Caistor , , . 
Cambridge . 
Carnarvon , , 
Chard . . . 
Cheadle . . . 
Chelmsford . . 
Cheltenham . . 
Chesterfield . . 
Chepstow .. . 
ChippingSodbury 
Church Stretton . 
Columb, St. Major 


Counties in which situate. 


Cardigan • • • . 
Monmouth and Hereford 

Chester 

Bucks and Herts . . 

Wilts 

Denbigh and Flint. • 
Salop and Montgomery 
Durham. . . • . 
Cornwall • • • . 
Buckingham . . . 
Merioneth • . • • 


Carnarvon and Anglesea . 

Leicester and Nottingham 
Somerset . . . . . 

Northumberland & Durham 
Northumberland . . . 
Derby . . , ... , 
Devon ...... 

Nottingham and Leicester 
Herts and Kssez . . • 

Lincoln 

Lincoln 

Northampton^ Oxford, and 
Bucks 
Wilts and Somerset , . 
Cumberland . ' • • . 
Brecknock . . . . . 
Middlesex 


Glamorgan • , . • 

Northampton . . . . 
Stafford and Derby . . 

Lincoln 

Cambridge 

Carnarvon and Anglesey . 
Somerset, Dorset, & Devon 

Stafford 

Essex ...... 

Gloucester 

Derby 

Monmouth and Gloucester 

Gloucester 

Salop 

Cornwall 


ti 


a 

g a 


80 to 100 
150 
250 
300 


200 

. • 

300 


80 
200 
300 


50 
40 to 50 
300 
200 

. . 


. • 


100 
400 

200 


300 


250 
200 


300 
300 
150 
100 
80 
150 


Amount 
authorized 

to be 
expended. 


£. «. d. 

1,000 

4,900 

4,000 

6,800 

5,499*16 8 

4,507 17 6 

1,200 

5,650 

1,970* 

3,800 

6,400 6 

800* 

550 

7,580 U 

3,645 


1,250 

2,649 2 

9,000 

4,400 

5,400* 

3,287 

4,530 

4,000 

700* 

5,000* 

6,945 

4,000 

3,300 

2,080 

5,150 


Additional 

Amount 

authorized to 

be expended on 

Workhouses 

previously 

ordered to be 

built. 


£. t, d. 


1,350 


1,000 


5,000 


600 

1,050 

1,860 

1,550 

500 

1,986 


1,150 


1,500 
3.000 
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LUi of WorkiHwM ordfred 


[4th 


Name of Union. 


Corwen • • 
GrickhoweU • 
Cricklade and) 
Wootton Bassat J 
Daventry • 
Depwade • 
Derby • • , 
Doncaster • 

Dorie • * • • 

Dorking; • • 

Dover • • 

Downham • 

Droxfoird 4 • 
Dursley • • 
Easingwold • 
Easthampstead 
Eastry • • 

JIast W^d . . 
Ipilhani • • 
Frome • • 
Gainsboro' • 
Grermans, St.. 
Glanford Prigg^ 
Glendale . • 
Goole • • 
Guildford • 
Guisboro* . • 
{lalstead , • 
Hexliam , . 
Pitchia , 
llollin^boum 
Holywell • 
Honitou • 
Horsham 
Ives, St. • . 

Kidderminster 

Kingsbridge 
Kingstoi^ 
Lai)che9ter 
Launceston 
Ledbury . 
Leek . • 
Leicester . 
Leominster 

Lichfield • 

Linton • 
Liskeard • 
Llandilo Fawr 
Llandovery 
Llanelly • 


Connties in which situate. 


Merioneth and Denbigh 
Brecknock . • . , 

Wilti 

Northampton t • » 
Norfolk • , .' , 
Derby ..,.., 
York, West Riding, and 
Nottingham 

Hereford and Monmouth 
Surrey . . . , , 
Kent • • • . « 
Norfolk and Camhridge 
Southamptoi^ • . « 
Qloueester and Wilts , 
York, North Riding , 
Qerki; . . . . ^ 
Kent . • , 

Westmorland . 
Kent . . , ' 

Somerset 

Lincoln and Nottingham 
Cpmwall and Devon 
Lincoln . 

Northumberland ' 
York, West Riding 
Suney ... , 
York, North Riding 
Essex * 

Northumberland 
Herts and Bedfoid 
Kent' • • . 
FUni . . , 
Devon ... 
Sussex • • . 
I{untingdon ^ Cambrijlge 

(Worcester, ^taffi^rd, and! 

l^ Salop . ^ . , j 
Devon . . . • ,• 
Snrrey and Middlesex , 
Durham . . . , 
Cornwall and BevOn , 
Hereford an^ Worcester 
Stafford • ^ . ^ 
Leicester • . • , , 
Hereford . . . ^ . 
City and County of Liph-l 
field and Sjtatford , J 
Cambridge . e • p 
Cornwall . , . , 
Carmarth^, , . , 
C^rm^rthen & C|r^cknqck 
Carmarthen & Glamorgan 


1 

4 

% 

1 


{ 


J 


OS 

a 
e 


150 
100 

• t 


350 
200 

100 
250 

» • 

m 

130 

. * 
. • 

200 

250 

200 

7Q 

12Q 

130 
30Q 
150 
250 

400 

m 


• • 


250 

40 

150 

300 

m 

200 


350 
120 


Amount 
authorized 

to be 
expended. 


3,400 
1,150 


5,360' 

3^829 13 9 

2,000 

5jd00 
• \ 

5,141*10 

2,605 

1,822 

1,631' 9 


• e 


3,500 
4,300 
5,600 
1,500 
2,300 

2:6Qa' 

7,500 
1,32Q 
3jQ0O 

6,200* 

4,100 


Q 






















« • 





Q 


■ • 


7,000 la 

7?0 Q 

4,35Q 

5,106' 

9,6QQ 6 

1,745 

3,950 

5,250' 

2,500 P 6 

3,0d(l 


Additional 

Amount 

authorized ta 

be expended a 

Workhouses 

previouily 

ordered to be 

bmlt 


£. 


8. C 


2,350 

2,700 
1,500 


732 4 I 

100 dl 

1,385 a 


601 5 9 

70 
2>000 Q 


150 


624 

1,000 

^3^ Q i) 

850 9 

700 i 

^80 9 


700 Q « 


dOO Q 
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fM 


Additional 


- 

9 ti 

1 

Amount 

■ 

« 

i «s 

Amount 

authorized to 

Name of Union. 

Countin in ifhieh situate. 

££1 

autl^orized 
to be 

be expended on 
Workhouses 




expended. 

previously 



1 ^ 


ordered to be 

' 


^^ 


built. 

■ 



£. 8, d. 

£. t. d. 

Llanfyllin • • 

MonlgoBi«ry ... , . 
Cumberland • . ,. « . 

^5a 

. 5,267 10 


Long^town • • 

.« 9 

»,500 


Loughborough • 

Leicester and Nottingham . 

.35Q 

, 6,550 Q 


Maidstone • « 

Kent 

600 

6,712 10 


Malton • . . 

Vork, North Riding ^ . 

.« • . 

. 1,332 


Market Dravton . 
Marlborough • 

Salop , . • , «. . 

■* < 

1,400 a 


Wilts ....... 

.. . . 

«« 

J, 700 

Hartley • . • 

Worcester 

150 

3,796 Q 


Medway • • • 

Kent 

. • 

3,960 

Ik 

Melksham . . 

Wilts '....,.. 

30Q 

6>500 


Mere • • • • 

Wilts, Dorset, & Somerset . 

150 

• t 

3,470 

Morpeth • • 

Northumberland & Durham 

120 

1>000 


Narberth. • , 

Penibroke & Cantarthen , 

J 50, 

2,420 

*■- 

Neath . . . 

Glamorgan 8^ Brecknock . 

a5ct 

3,200 Q 

m 

Newcastle-in- 1 
Emlyii • • J 

fOarmarthen, Cardigan, A 1 
t Pembroke . . « . J 

lOO 

• 1,815 

- 

Newcastle-on* 1 
Type , , f 

Northumberlftnd • ,' . 

320 

7,500 it 

- 

Newtown and \ 
Llanidloes • / 

Montgomery . • « • 

350 

1 

' 8,292 

• 

North! each . 

Gloucester . . . « . 

• • • ^ 

• t 

.1,000 

North wieb . . . 

Chester . • .... |. . 

• • • 

. 4,530 Q 


North Witchford 

Cambridge • • . ^ • 

,20Q 

. 5,000 


Orsett . . . 

Essex . . . . ^. . 

. • _ 

fl « 

^ 58$ 

Penrith . . . 

Cumberland . • ,. . 

25Q 

, 3,000 Q Q 

»> 

Penzance, • • 

Cornwall • • , . 

40Q 

. 6,050 U 

« 1 

Pickering . . 

York, North Riding . . . 

100 

^550 Q 

•* 

Plomesgate ». . 

Suflfolk ...... i . 

» • , 

. . 

600 

Plympton St. 1 
Mary , . j 

Devon • . . . ^ . 

'200 

' 3,200 


Poiit-y-pool . . 

Monmouth ..... 

100 

3,eoo 5 


Poole .... 

Dorset . . .... , . 

202 

4,160 


Pwllheli . . . 

Carnarvon . . • « • 

i^OO 

3,52^ 


Redruth . . . 

Cornwall . . , , . 

450 

6,000 

• 

Rhayader • • 

Radnor and Brecknock . 

60 

},100 


Rocnford • • • 

Essex 

. • 

. » 

1>460 a 

Romford • • • 

Essex ...... 

500 

9,450 


Rotherham . , 

fYork, Wast Riding, and) 
I Derby . . . , j 

200 

6,000 p 


Ruthin . . . 

Denbigh , 

200 

6,050 


Rye • • « . 

Sussex and Kent . . . 

• • 

682 


Settle. • . . 

York, West Riding . . 

• • 

2,550 


Shardlow . . 

f Derby, Leicester, & Not-1 
\ tingham .... J 

• • 

2,800 

J 

Shipstou-on- 1 
Stour . . i 

f Worcester, Warwick, audi 
I Gloucestei . . . j 

• • 


2,000 

Sleaford . • 

Lincoln 

9 

3,500* 

2,244 

Solihull . . . 

Warwick and Worcester . 

125 

Southam . • 

Warwick ..... 

9 ^ 

5,400* 

2,000 

Spilsby . . . 

Lincoln 

260 

Stafford . . « 

Stafford 

. . 


2,700 

Stamford . • . 

r Leicester, Huntingdon, &) 
1 Northampton . . / 

. t 


833 18 6 


332 


Workhouses to be Built or Purchased. [4th Rep 


Name of Union. 


Stone • 


Sudbury . 


Sunderland 


Tamworth 


Teesdale • 


Tendring . 


Tewkesbury 


Thirsk . 


Thornbury . 


Thorne • « 


Thrapston . 


Tonbrid^e 


Uckfield . . 


Ulverstone . 


Uttoxeter. , 


Wandsworth 

'} 

Clapham . 

Wellington , 


Wem • • i 


Weobly . , 


Westboume . 


Wigfton • . 


Williton . . 


Wilton • , 


Wincanton « 


Witham . , 


Wolverhampt 

on . 

Woolstanton 

n 

Burslem 

Worcester . 

t » 

Worksop • . 

• • 

Wrexham 

1 • 

Yarmouth^ G 

reat 


Counties in which situate. 


) 


Stafford • • • . 

Suffolk and Essex • . 

Durham • • , « 
r Warwick, Stafford, aud\ 
( Derby • • . • 

Durham and York • • 

Essex 

Gloucester and Worcester 

York, North Riding • 

Gloucester .... 

Yorki West Riding • 
I Northampton and Hunt-) 
] ingdon • . • • j 

Kent 

Sussex 

Lancaster 

Derby and Stafford . • • 

Surrey 

Somerset and Devon • , 

Salop 

Hereford • • • • • 

Sussex 

Cumberland • • . . 
Somerset • • • • . 

Wilt 

Somerset and Dorset • . 
Essex • • • . • • 
Stafford 


Stafford 


Worcester, City & Borough 
/Nottingham, Derby, and) 
1 York, West Riding , / 

Flint, Denbigh, & Chester. 

Norfolk 


OS 

Et 

i 


o 2 


170 
200 




2J0 
200 


350 


200 
450 

200 


250 


• • 


500 
400 


• • 


• • 


400 

dOU 


Amount 
authoriied 

to be 
expended. 


£. 
6,000 

4,106' 

2,600 

2,000 
5,047 
4,600 
2,100 
5,040 
3,315 
















• • 
















7,700 
3,900* 


2,800 

725* 

4,720 

• • 


6,850* 

9,000 

6,200 

4,850 


6,525 
7,100 


472,602 19 5 


Additional 

Amount 

authoriied to 

be expended on 

Workhottses 

previously 

ordered to be 

builf. 


£. «. (/. 
165 


2,000 

600 

1,500 

11,000 

1,800 

160 


15 

600 

3^000 


92 10 


75,645 17 3 


3 
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—No. 4.— 

•isT of Unions for which Woukmousbs have been ordered by the Poor Law Commissioners 
to be altered and enlarged, with the Sums authorized to be expended. — {Continued from 
Third Annuat Report 9 Apfendix (C), JVa. 5.) 


Name of Union. 


Ashby-de-la-Zouch 
Aston • • • • 
Atherstone . 
Bermondsey • • 

Berwick-on-Tweed 

Bethnal Green • 
Blything • • . 
Cuistor. • • • 
Cheadla • • • 
Chippingham . 
Cleobury Mortimer 
Cosford • . • 
Croydon • • • 
Darlington 
Geoz^^ St., in the EaAt 
George, St., the Mar 

tyr, Southwark. 
Gravesend and Milton 
Greenwich • • 
Hackney • • • 
Holborn • • • 

King^s Norton • 

Lieyburn • • • 

London, East • • 

Malton • • • 
Mitford and Launditch 

Moniuouth • • 

Newport • • • 

Pateley Bridge • 

Poplar • • • • 

Prescut . . • 

Romuey Marsh • 

Rye . • • . 

Sedg^efield • . 

Seven Oaks • ^ 

Shardlow • • • 

Soath Stoneham • 
Stourbridge • • 
Tenterden • • 
risbury • • • 
Wan^tord • • • 
Wellington • • 
Wheattsnhurst • 
Winaburne & Cranborne 
VVokingham • • 
Worcester . . • 


Counties in which situate. 


Leicester and Derby • # • 

Warwick • 

Warwick and Leicester • • 

Surrey 

I Town and county of Berwick- 1 

\ on-Tweed, and Durham . / 

Middlesex . • • • • 

Suffolk 

Lincoln •••••• 

Stafford 

Wilts 

Salop ••••••• 

Suffolk 

Surrey ..••••• 
Durham and York • • • 
Middlesex • • . • . 

Surrey •••••• 


Kent 

Kent 

Middlesex •••.•• 

Middlesex .••••• 
/Worcester, Warwick, and) 
\ Stafford [ 

York, North Riding . . . 
i Liberty of the city of London) 
1 and county of Middlesex 1 

York, North Riding . . . 

Norfolk ...... 

Moomouth • • '• . . 

Salop and Stafford . • • 

York, West Riding • • . 

Middlesex . • • • . 

Lancaster ••.••• 

Kent 

Sussex and Kent • • • . 

Durham • 

Kent 

(Derby, Leicester> and Not-) 
i tiiigham J 

Southampton 

Worcester, Stafford, & Salop 

Kent . 

Wilts 

Suffolk 

Salop ....••, 

Gloucester • • . • • 

Dorset ••••.•. 

Berks and Wilts • • • • 

Worcester • 

Totals • • . 


Amount 
authorized 

to be 
expended. 


£. «. d. 

1,600 

930 

100' 

1,000 

1,000 

1,745' 

1,500 

300 

• » 

2,500* 

280 

2,000 


10,000 


9,000 





1,500 





400 





1,370 





1,000 








100 

200' 


56S 
260 


2,500 
1,500 


1,400 
S87 

200' 
1,290 
























45,150 


Amount 
authorized to be 

expended, 

in addition to 

that* previously 

ordered. 


£. «. </. 


1,000 


13 2 6 


664 
300 


2,000 
117 10 

800 


4,800 

700 

250 

170 

610 

291 

1,516 4 

1,202 

1,000 

500 

450 


16,383 16 6 
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Sale^ effected of Barisih BtoTperty^ and 


[4th 


List of Unions ia which Parochial Property hai been lold uader the Orders of ^the Poor 
CommissioneiSi wil^ a Statement of the Purposes to which the Proceeds have^ been 
to be applied. 






' 

Snme | 




Amount 

directed to 

The purposes to whick 

Union. 

Pariali< 

County. 

produced 
by Sale. 

be appro- 
priated by 
Orders un- 

such Sums have been dired 



' 

to be appropriated. 










der Seal 




• 1 

M. 1. A 

£. f. i. 


Abingdon . . 

Hetons, Ht. . . . 

Bfrks . • 

*il'2 S 


(. : . 

i.f 

Milton • 

** 

37 

875 
831*0 



Albans, St, • 

Atbans, St. '« 

Herta ' , 



( , 

H|trpend«n 

»* 


» 

, t 

Peter, St. . 

f » 

850 



, 1 

Rtdboum • • 

* • 

860 
895 



* , 

Sandridge • • 

t » 



a ■ 

Sttphen. St . 

* * 

113-0 




Wheatliamstead . 

t > • 

350 



Alcestar • • 

Alcetter . . 

Wfti^ck . . 

l.y37^0 .0 
192 


. 

• t 

Bidford , 

1 » 



f 1 

Feckenham * 

>* 

500 t) 


ThA liqt&idaUoa of a debt ioM 

Alderbory • 

L«ndford • • 

WlUf . 

-85 

86 



^ 

, 

t 

ibr emtgratien. 

Alrasfoid • 

Ktbneston • 

Southamjptoi| 

40 


■ !■ • 

1 ■ 

Tbted. West 

, ( 

40 b 


.J 

Alton • 

Fzoyle . • 

n 

155 

148 9 

The liqttldatwn of a debt ined 
before tb« paesing of the 1 
Law Amendment Act 



< 



• m 

Selborne • • 

• I 

95 .0 


' W 

Tilted. East 

• > 

60 



AmttrshMn • 

AQiergham 

Backs . ,, 

^.0 p 



a * 

Beaconsfiela 

• 
* 1 

850 



9 f 

Chalfont. St Giles 

• * 

455 

, 


9 w 

Chnlfont, St Peter 

, , 

600 

488 18 8 

Towards dsfkayisf the eoat 
bnUding the Union workhd 

9 9 





$ 9 

Great Miasenden 

» . 

116 


^ • • 

9 $ 

Coieshill • 

. »» 

110 


• • 

Amesbury • 

Titshead . 

Wilts . 

69 



Atnpthill • • 

Craufleld • . 

Bedford 

50 A 


. • 


Hawnes • • 

f , 

140 

140 

Towards defraving the eori 

• 9 





building (he tJnton workM 

■ m 

Lidlington • 

* t 

100 

100 

Ditto. 

W W 

Maulden . . 

> * 

80 

74 10 4 

Ditto. • 

Andover . • 

Hurstboume-Tar- 

Southampton 

S54 


• * * e 


tant 

* 




Asbby-de-la*Zottoh 

Hartahorne . 

Derby - • - 

944 

99 

At an iBTeitment In the Banei 
ttnstees. . 

*» 

Whitwick . . 

Leicester 

100 

91 10 

Towards defraying the cost 
bhildlngtlie Union workiMMS 

AsbfordiEast « 

Bougbton Alttph. 

Rtot . - . 

800 

181 18 10 

Ditto. 

■ • 

Challock . 

f * • 

86 16 

86 16 

Ditto. ■ 

w w 

Climham • 

» » 

480 .0 


* w ■ 


Godmersham 

I * 

I50 

150 

Ditto. 

9 9 
9 • 

Kenningtou . 

c « 

*> 

60 


• 

9 $ 

Sevington • 

,, 

>65 


• ♦ • 


Warehoroe • 

If 

150 

90 

ISO Q 




9 9 

Ashford!west . 

Willesborouflh . 
Kingsnorth . 

» f 
*l 

120 

Ditlo. ' • 


Wfstwell . 

It ^ 

89 


# • 

% 9 

ABton • • • 

Sutton Coldfleld 

Warwick. . , 

785 ,0 



Atchani • • 

Condover . • 

Salop . • 

838 10 

830 6 104 

Ditto. . 

Axminster • 

Hawkchurch 

Dorset 

90 



9 1 

Kilmington 

Devon . 

54 


* • 

■ * 

Thorncomba 

*» 

97 jO 


«• 

Aylssbury • 

Aston ClinlQa 
Buckland . 

Bucks 

113 
190 


^ ■* « 

t % 

Dioton • • 

ft 
> • 

138 



» * 

Hardwick . 

It 

^00 

' 

• 4 • 

f 9 

Quaioton • 

It • 

iS .0 



* ( 

Weston Turrille . 

II 

175 



Ayletford, North 

Cliffe 
Higham'! • 

Kent . 

* <* 
1 * 

3U5 
80 0.0 


% • 

Banbury • • 

Banbury . • 

Oxford > • < 

1.365 H 


« • « 


Barfoid St Michael 

1. 

96 


• 

1 1 
1 , 

East Adderbury . 

*f . . 

168 


• 
• 

I * 

Horley • 

It 

85 


• 


C. No. 5.] 


Appropriatim of Proeeeds. 


836 







Sums 





Amount 


directed to 

The purposes to which 
. sueh JSums (a^e been directed 

Jmoir. 

FAridi. 

Gounty. 

produced | 

be appro- 
priatea by 
Orders un- 




by Sale. 


to be itppropriated. 






' 






der Seal. 





£. s. 

d. 

j^. 1. d. 


iry contd. , 

Waikworth . . 

Northampton 

850 .0 



350 

The liquidation of a debt ineorred 
.before the passing uf the Poor 
.Law Amendment A«t. 




» 



t 

Chippine Barnet 

Herto « 

695 




• 

* 
1 1 

South Minims . 

1 1 

345 





gstoke 

Basing • • 

Soutbunpton 

305. 



184 10 .8 

Towards defraying the cost of 
.building the Union woikhouse* 

1 f 

Basingstoke • 

* f 

6S0 



582 5.1 
227 19.8 

Ditto. 

S 9 

Monk Sborborne 

» * 

969 16 



The liquidation of a debt ineuired 







for emigration. 

1 1 

Stratfield Tnrgis 

•* 

485 



82 1 .5 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 


IV 




t 

t f 

Sherfleld-upon^LDd- 

deu 
Silcbester . . 

• 1 

343 



295 

Ditto. . 

f y 

*» 

60 
271 



60 

Ditto. 

1 y 

Wootton St. Law- 

1 * 



240 12 6 

100;. to liquidate a debt incurred 


rence 





for emigration, and 140^ 12«. 6d. 
towards defiraying the cost of 
building the U«uon workhouse. 

* # • 

Bathford . 

Somerset . 

195 





y 1 

Dunkertcm • • 

f t 

,5^ ® 




, 


WeUow 

t* 

130 





't 4 

Weston , 

9 f 

m .0 




e 


Ashbournben » 

Sussex • 

25$ 





* « 

Battle 

. > • 

199 





lister • 

Nortb Feorton . 

wiiu * 

31 10 




• 

pd ■ • 

Barford, Great . 

Bedford 

204 






Elstow , 

t * 

60 



56 O'o 

Towards defraying the cost of 

■building the Union workhouse. 

43/. 8s. to liquidate a debt incurred 

1 1 



^ • 




Wootton 

* * 

66 



63 16 .6 

1 1 





. 

for emigration, and the residue 
towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

ampstead 

Fritlisdea • 

Berks • . 

125 




t V 


Nettleden • • 

$ f 

165 
66 



, 


t 9 

Wigginton • 

1 * 



64 17 7 

As an investment in the names of 

9 9 






trustees. 

er • • 

BIddington 

Oxon t • 

73 



* 


4 4 

Hayfordi Lower 

t* 

128 
lOii .0 






Littlebam • • 

Devon • 



■ . 

» 

swade • 

Ailsey . • 

Bedford . 

600 



672 11 3 

Towards defraytng ilie cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

• » 

Biggleswade 
Blanham • • 

* * 

64 .0 
70 




58 1 8 
50 5 4 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 

t f 

Campton • • 

t » 

40 .0 



86 17 

Ditto. 

« » 

Langford * 

,t 

78 



.65 18 .1 

Ditto. 

> » 

Nbtthill . 

1 1 

2U 10 



194 7 4 

Ditto. 

» > 

Sandy • 

1 • ' 

103 



79 

Ditto. 

> • 

tay • 

Brentwood 

Essex « 

m 





Burststead, Great 

f * 

46 





* f 

Rarasden Bell 

If 

140 



* 

■ 

» » 

House 







Shenfteld . « 

1 f 

3S0 





w'stortiiwd 

Bishops Stortford 

Herts . 

1,405 



1J47 ^0 

197'' towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse, 
and 1050/. as a loan to the 






» 

guardians for the same purpose. 


Braugbtn • , 

_ 1 » 

183 15 






Stansted Mount 

Essex . 

227 



- 

■ 


Pitcbet 






• k 

Cotttttestborpe • 

Leieester • 

166 



• 

. 

• t 

Huncote , 
Danstan, St. 

1 1 

Kent • • 

72 2 

70 

6 


58 Id 1 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 


Sturry • • 

* 1 

272 



136 15 

Ditto. 

d* . 

Bredeston • 

Norfolk • 

43 




• t 


Burlbigbam, North 

»» 

80 






St. Andrew* 




« 

' 


Ranwortb, with 

» » : 

56 






PanSLWottb 







South Walsham, 

»» ". _ 

80 






St. Lawrence 

w 


i 




Strumpebaw . 

• 

If 

• 

134 -0 

1 



• 

i 
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Sales effected ofPatuk Pntperty, and 


[4tli, 


Uvxoir. 


Blofleld amtd. 


» » 


Blything . 
Boamere & Clay- 
don 
Boston • • 


t * 
* I 


Bourne 


* • 

* * 

» * 
*> 


BradQ«Yd 
> t 
*• 
» • 

Braintree 

* f 

• * 
» * 


Bridge 




» t 

> * 

* » 

» f 
• * 

> * 
f • 


Bridgewater 
Brixworth • 

BromsgroTe 
Brumyard • 

* t 

f * 


« • 


*» 


• • 


*» 


•f 


• • 


rn 


PorUh. 


Tliorpe 
Tunsiall 
Bttlcunp 
Debenham 

Fithtoft 

Sibley 

Wigtott 

Bourne 


Bytham, Caalle 
Bytham Little 
Careby • 
Falkingham 
Hacconby . 
Horbling 
Kirby Underwood 
iMauthorpe . 
Bttsiidon 
Basildon, Upper 
Bradfleld . 
Whitcharch 
Black Motley 
Creasing 
Finchingfield 
Panfleld • 
Puttiawick • 
Stisted 
Adiaham . 
Barliam . 
Harbledown 
Holycroaa West 

Gate 
Ickhnm • 
Littlebourne 
Patrixbourne 
Stoiimarah . 
Wickhambreaux 

Overstowey 
Old or Wold 
Walgrave • 
Belbrooghton 
Acton BeaucUamp 
Avenbury . 
Biakup'a Frome 


Cradley • 
Evesbatch • 


Grendon Bishop . 
Linton • • 


LilUe Cowame 
Lower Sapey • 

MuchCowarne • 


County. 


Norftdk 

Suffolk 
*» 

Lincoln 
* » 
> * 

* I 

* t 
t * 

» f 

* • 

* * 


BerkV. 


»• 

Essex 
* • 

f * 


Kent 


* * 

• » 

I > 
» • 

*> 


Somerset • 
Northampton 

» t 
Worcester . 

Hereford • 


> * 


** 


• * 


> I 


Worcester • 


Hereford • 


Amount 

produced 

by Sale. 


£. s. d 

SIS 

63 

336 17 6 

S69 U 


90 

453 

it65 

860 


S50 

60 

80 
300 

40 

4S 

30 

7i 
856 

S5 
136 
19i 

56 
140 
194 10 

41 

60 
3t)0 

47 

185 

70 













435 

390 

100 

35 

3:17 

80 

59 

147 

275 

IBS 

275 

254 


338 
89 


60 

176 

90 

121 


Suma 
directed to 
be appru- 
priateu by 
Orders un- 
der Seal. 











u 




















70 


822 


£. s, d. 


594 11 3 


.209 
60 
39 

217 

40 
28 


131 

181 

47 

127 

178 

33 

40 

339 


58 
58 


9 6 



8 9 

7 

9 1 
2 1 


16 6 
9 6 
6 4 
4 10 

14 8 

2 4 

3 6 

17 2 


18 1 
18 1 


327 7 U 
279 15 10 


314 13 9 


4717 5 


181 5 
175 3 
250 16 


332 9 
81 1 


50 18 8 

17s 6 1 

20 

117 16 5 

309 15 3 


The purposes to which 
such Suma have been dia 
to be appropriat«<L 


Towards deflraying tbe i4 
buikliug the Uukm woiki 
Ditto. ^ 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 
DiUo. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Towards defraying the cti 
building the Union wotkk 

Ditto. 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 

225/. U. towards defrayia^tlirl 
of bailding the Uoioo v{ 
house ; and 25/. 15s. Jd.ni] 
tu the guardians fur the 4 
purpose. 

Towards defraying the ootf 
building the Union vorkliU 

34/. Us. 3d, towards defnijio; 
cost of building the Unioa w( 
house ; and i6LlOt.2d,»sik 
to the guardians for the 
purpose. 

Towards defiraying the coit 
building the Union workbuJ 

112/. 2«. lOd. towards defnvaii 
cost of building the Uoioa •* 
house ; and 607. 3f . 3rf. as ari 
to the guardians for the i^ 
purpose. 

Towards defraying the n^ 
building the Union workhi< 

56/. Is. 5d, towards defrayiu 
cost of building the UniuB * 
house ; and 61/. 15s. as sfi 
the guardians for the uoe 
pose. 

Towards defiaving' the (^ 
building the Union woiUi 
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Ukiok. 


Bromyard contd. 


f t 


t * 


* * 


> * 
> » 


** 


Buckingham 


* t 


Chailey 
Chard 


t * 
• t 
f > 
> • 


Chelmsford 
Cheltcuham 

» * 

Chertaey , 

* f 
If 


Chesterton 


« • 


Chippenham 
Cliipping Norton 




Chipping Sodbury 


Pariah. 


County. 


Norton, with 

UrockhamptoQ. 


OclePitchard, . 
Stanford Bishop . 

Stoke Lacy 
Tedstone Wafer . 

Ullingswick • 

Upper Sapey , 
Wacton • . 
Whilbome . 

Wiuslow . , 

Wolforlow • , 

Leckliampstead 
Paiibury 
Slialstone . 
Steeple Claydon 


West Meston 
Chard, Borough 
Chard 

Chillington . 
Crewkerne . 
Cudworth . 
Douningtou . 
Ilminster . 
Retteudon . 
Presbury , 
Staverion . 
Bvfleet . 
Cho|)ham • 
Windleaham 


Chesterton • 
Histon • 

Stapleford . 
Coleme . 
Yatton Keynell 
Charlbury' , 


Chilson 

Great Kollright . 
Long Compton . 
FramptoB Cotterel 


Hereford 


« * 


• • 


» > 


** 


» * 
t » 


«» 


* * 


Bucks 


f f 
* • 


Sussex 
Somerset 


* f 
» » 

* I 


• » 
Essex . . • 
Gloucester . 

Surrey • 
* * 


Cambridge • 


• * 


Wilti*. 
Warwick 


Oxford • 

WTirwick . 

Gloucester • 


Amount 
produced 
by Sale. 


£. s, 

362 


89 
159 


93 
171 


126 

30 

305 











152 

245 

256 

59 

393 

50 

98 

307 

85 

46 

105 

165 

350 

560 


200 11 
189 


74 
114 

48 
160 








134 

lUO 

104 

200 


d. 



100 

105 

45 

47 


16 


239 


110 























Sums 
directed to 
be appro> 
priated by 
Orders un- 
der Seal. 


£. s. d. 

937 14 


SO 13 
156 11 11 

91 8 11 
99 17 6 



14 6 1 


29 3 
301 5 


245 8 2 


40 14 2 


25 
55 

7 
36 17 





4 


The purposes to which 

such Sums haTo been directed 

to be appropriated. 


151 13 S 
318 2 b 
514 11 i) 


179 11 € 


100 "0 


73 n ^ 


135/. 3i. 9d. towards defimying the 
costof building the Union work- 
house ; aud 92/. lOf . 3(f . as a loan 
to the guardians ibr the same 
purpose. 

Towards defiraymg the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

78/. 6f. \\d. towards delVaying the 
cost of building the Union work- 
house; and 78/. 5s. as a loan to 
the guardians for the same pur- 
pose. 

Towards defhiying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

13/. 16<.6^ towards defraying the 
cost of building the Union work- 
house; and 86/. \s. as a loan to 
the guardians for the same pur- 
pose. 

Towards defiraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

Ditto. 

178/. 4«. towards defraying the 
cost of building, the Union work- 
house } and 1^3/. \s. as a loan 
to the guardians for the same 
punKtse. 

81//. Is. bd. towards defraying the 
cost of building the Union work- 
house ; and 28/. 0«. 9d. as a loan 
to the guardians for the same 
purpose. 

Towatds defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

Ditto. 

Pitto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 

359/. Ids. id. towards defraying the 
cost of building the Union work- 
housd ; 130/. tu liquidate a charge 
on the rates in pursuance of the 
Parochial Assessments Act ; and 
25/. 0«. 8d. to defray tlie cost of 
repairing parish promises. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 


The liquidation of a charge upon 
the rates in pursuanse of the Pa- 
rochial Assessments Act. 


Ditto. 
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Sales effected df Parish Property $ and 


[4th Rep. 


UVIOK. 


Cirencester • 
Cleobury Morti- 
mer. 
Colchester . 


«• 

* f 

* • 

* * 
** 


** 


• » 
Cookham 

* • 

Cosford 

* * 
» * 


Crickhowe 1 

Croydon . 
Cuckfield . 
Dartford . 


* * 
f * 

• ( 


Daventry 

* f 

• f 


• » 
Depwade • 

f f 
* t 


• I 


Docking 


• ¥ 


t « 

Dorches it. 


• V 


Parish. 


Maisey Hampton 
Cleobury Mortimer 

All Saints « 


Giles, St. « 

James, St* • . 

Leonard, St. • 

Lexden 4 « 
Martin, St. * 

Mary, St. at the 
Walls. 


Mary, St. Magda- 
len. 


Nicholas, St. 

Peter, St. • 
Bray , • 
Cookham • 
Boxford . 
Edwardstone 
Groton • 
Monks Eleigh 


Llangattock 

Beddington 
Linfield • 
licxley 
Crayford 

Darenth . 
Erith?. 
Kingsdown . 
Stone and Swans> 

combe 
Wickham, East 
Brannston . 
Byfleld 
Weedon Beck 
Whilton • 
Woodford • 
Billingford . 
Bnrston • 
CarlefSin Rode 
Denton 
Fritton 
Hempnall . 
Shelton . . 
Thorpe Abbotte 
Tibenham • 


Wacton . 

Bnrnham Overy . 
Burnham Thorpe 
Nuiih Creake • 
Sedgford . . 
Cb irminster . 


County. 


Gloocester « 
Salop . . 

Essex • 


» » 
* f 
t • 
,* 


* • 


* • 
Berks « 

Suffolk 
f • 
* , 


Brecknock . 


Surrey 
Sussex 
Kent « 


** 

f f 
* * 
, f 


Northampton 

* f 
« • 

Norfolk 

* t 

, • 

t f 

t * 

f t 


t* 


t * 


t r 

Doriet 


Amount 
produced 
by Sale. 


£. : d. 

80 

620 

400 


275 


170 

182 

840 

156 

1,005 








245 


340 


ao5 

131 
1,892 

100 
140 











400 ( 

415 

861 15 10 

360 

340 

830 

370 

36 

455 


59 

61 
113 
239 
100 
248 

50 

41 
279 
160 
128 
250 

81 
138 











613 


59 


73 

54 

107 

54 

200 








Sums 
directed to 
beappro- 
priatea by 
Orders un- 
der Seal. 


£. z. d. 
370 8 4 

250 12 
182 


138 5 
986 8 


6 
8 


804 11 


316 15 

279 6 

1.025 11 

70 9 

27 8 

140 


2 

8 

U 

6 
8 



166 6 


296 a IQ 


339 I 6 
25 18 6 


12 9 11 


24 5 
6 2 


8 
6 


420 II 1 


12 7 


193 16 S 


The purposes to which 

•uch Sums have been directed 

to be appropriated. 


219/. As. towards defraying the cost 
of building the Union work- 
house 1 and 150/. 18«. 4ii. as a 
loan to the guardians &r the 
same purpose. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building tiie Union workhouse. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

6B5/. 3s. towards defiraymg the cost 
of building the Union work- 
house : and 300/. 19s. 2tf. as a 
loan to the guardians for the 
same purpose. 

157li 13s. towards defraying the 
cost of bnildinK the Union work- 
house } and 46/. 18s. as a loan 
to the gaardians for the same 
purpose. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Unkm workhouse. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

The liquidation of a debt incurred 
proTtous to the passing of tli« 
Poor Law Amendment Act. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
bulling the Union workhouse. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 
DiUo. 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 

400/. to the liquidation of a debt 
incurred for emigration; sad 
20/. lU. M. towards defirayioi! 
the cost of building the Uaioa 
workhouse. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse 


Ditto. 
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"■ 

Sums 





Amnimi 

9 

directed to 

The purposes to which 

Uhiok. 

Pariih. 

County. 

produced | 

be appro- 

■oeh Sums have been directed 




by Sale. 

» 

priated by 
Orders un- 

to be Impropriated. 












der Seal. 

« 




£. s. 

d. 

£. s. 4. 


Dorking • 

Effingham . 

Surrey. 

260 





» f 

Ockley 

*» 

148 





• * • • 

Wootton . . 

Surrey. 

8ia 





Dover , 

Mary, St the 

Virgin 
Downham Market 

Kent . 

S,963 





Downham . . 

Norfolk . 

S60 





Duamow • . 

AytbroD Rootttng 
Broxted • • 

Essex. . 
* * 

36 
85 






« » 

Eafton, Great • 

> f 

604 





• > 

Felsted 

1 > 

331 





* * 

High Ea«ter 

«* 

34 





Eastbourne 

Eastbourne . 

Sussex • 

%2 





* » 

Westham . 

1 * 

520 





Eastry . , 

Ash • • 

Kent . 

605 



591 9 3 

The lif^uidatlon of debts incurred 
mevious to the passing of the 
roor Law Amendment Act. 







* * 

Clement. St., Sand- 

1 » 

96 



89 15 6 

Towards defraying the cost of 
buildine the Union workhouse. 

The Uottidation of debts mcurred 
previous to the oassing of the 
Foor Law Amenament Act. 


wich. 





1 f 

Deal . 

f f 

926 



996 













• t 

Goodnestone 

* * 

827 



170 6 7 

156/. 10«. 8d. towards defraying 
the cost of building the Union 
workhouse ; and 13/. 15«. lid. 
to defiray the cost of providing 
pariah premises. 

88(. 9t. 8d. towards defraying the 
cost of building the Union 

* > 

Mongcham, Little 

* » 

109 



96 5 7i 

*• 

Nonington . 

• t 

401 










workhouse: and?/. 15«. ll^tf. to 

« 






defl-ay the cost of providing pa- 

• » 

Preston . 

9 1 

290 




rish oremises. 
Towaras defraying the cost of 

» * 

Shulden . . 

t • 

123 



190 13 







building the Union workhouse. 

* > 

Staple , , . 

*> 

200 



164 15 63 

151/. 8t. Jid. towards defraying 
the cost of building the Union 
workhouse : and 13/. 6«. llcl. to 
defray the e6st of providing pa- 

> » 

Stounnouth. • 

t > 

185 




rish premises. 
330/. I6«. 8d. towards defraying 

* » 

Wingham . 

( » 

380 

u 

359 18 8 

• 






the cost of building the Union 
workhouse ; and 99/. 3s. to- 

Elliam , , 

Lymioge . 

»t 

100 




wards defraying the cost of pro- 
viding parish premises. 


Lympne • 

* f 

130 





Saltwood . 

» > 

114 



114 

The liquidation of a debt incurred 


Slanclford . 

» * 

36 



« 

for emigration. 


Stoating 

f t 

ISO 






Swingfleld . 

> • 

100 



87 19 

The liquidation of a debt incurred 
before the passing of the Foor 
Law Amendment Act. 

Eppinjf • 

Parndon,6roAt . 

Essex 

160 





Epping 

• * 

533 10 






Loughton . . 

» f 

185 



• 

t 


Roydon 

1 1 

299 






Thoydon Gar no n 

t f 

100 





Epsom . . 

Ashtead . . 

Surrey . 

262 10 






Banstead • 

( • 

450 






Bookham, Great . 

. 9 

350 





t \\ 

Caddington. , 

• f 

165 






Carshalton . 

t * 

490 






(beam 

f , 

358 






Chessington 

• > 

135 






Cobham 

• t 

875 






Ewell 

t * 

295 




. 


Leatherhead . 

t f 

31 






Stoke D'Abemon 

1 1 

130 




. 

Erpiaghum ;"'- . 

Leatheringsett . 

Norfolk 

270 





Eton . , . < . 

Denham 

Bucks 

260 



248 6 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

• t 

Etun . 

t f 

800 



782 16 9 

302/. 1Q«. 9/. towards decaying 
Uiocost of building theUaiou 
workhouse : and 480/. to liiiui- 
date a debt incurred pretnous 
to the passing of the Poor I^aw 1 
Amendment Act. 1 
Z 2 1 
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Sales effected of Parish Property, and 


[4fh Rep. 


Uvioir. 


Eton cmtd» 


• • 
Evesliam • 

• t 

I f 


Faitb, St. 


f * 


Fnreham • 

»• 

Faringdon • 


Faversham 


1* 


$ I 


» » 


w w 

Fordin^bridge . 
Freebiidge Lynn 
Frome . 


f • 


Gainsborougli . 


* » 


Glaudfurd Brigg 


Gloucester 

Godstouc 
f » 
f • 

Grantham , 

* * 


f » 


»f 


Pariih. 


IIortoD . 

Iver . . 
Lan<{1ey Marish 
Wexiiam . 
Biulsey 

Hampton. GreAt 
Harviugtou . 
Seiidbury . 
VVillersey . 
Buotou • 


Frettenham. 


Fareham ^ 


• L • 


Titehfield . 
Wickham • 


Faringdon, GU* • 
Stanford • • 


rBadltfsmere • 
Houi{hton>un> 
der Blean • 
.Selling . 
Sheldwieh . 

Doddington • 

Eastliug . , 


Graveney . 

Hemhill . 
Ospringe 
Preston • 
Breamore • 
Massingham, Gt. 
Berkeley 
Leigli-upoa-Men- 

dip. 
Witham Friary 
Marton . 
Misterton • 
Owston 
Upton 
Barrow 

Wrauby 
Barnwood . 
Quedsley 
Bletchingly . 
Catcrham . 
Limpsfleld . 
Carlton Serope 
Denton 
Easton • 


Gonerby, Great • 
Hough-on-the-lH ill 


County. 


Bucks 


Worcester . 
t » 

Gloucester • 


Norfolk 


»» 


Southampton 

f f 
» t 

Berks • • 


Kent . 


« * 


Southampton 
Norfolk 
Somerset • 


** 


Lincoln 
f > 

» > 


Gloucester . 


Surrt-y, 


» • 


Lincoln 


* t 


>* 


» » 


Amount 

produced 

by Sale. 


.£. ». d, 

360 


S25 

40U 

173 

157 10 

203 

423 

66 

46 

150 








100 
343 
iU 
179 
36 









150 


110 
54 

159 






105 


115 


550 

610 
S85 


354 
369 


374 15 


SS5 
154 


70 


70 
530 
390 
150 
200 

20 

53 10 


144 

220 

405 

150 


393 
S56 


Sums 
directed to 
bu appru- 
pri<ated by 
Urden un* 
der Seal. 


326 15 

198 19 3 
387 6 


150 

105 

550 .0 

603 13 

277 7 4 

193 17 7 


332 3 


249 13 
143 13 


.58 19 
490 6 
303 
150 


135 16 
63 


3 



53 18 1 


1 
1 




4 



19 5 


326 


The purposes to which 

sueh Sums have been dtruele<l 

to be appropriated. 


^ 


Towards defray ing the .cost of 
building the Uuiun wodkhousc. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


The liquidattoQ of debts inciiir«d 
before the passing of the Poor 
Law Amendment Act. 

As a loan to the parish of Hors- 
ham St. Faith and Newton St 
Faith, to liquidate charge upon 
the rates, in pursuance of the 
Parochial Assessments Act. 

Toward^ defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse, 

Ditto. 

The liquidation of debts incurred 
previous to the passing of the 
Poor Law Amendment Act 

67/. 6s. 0i<2. towards defraying 
the cost of altering the UnioD 
workhouse ; 35/. to liquidate a 
debt incurred for emigration; 
and 91/. lit. 6|<f. to liquidate a 
charge upon the rates, in por- 
snance of the Parochiad Assess- 
ments Act. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

Ditto. 

73/. towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union worichuose ; 
and 70/. 13«. 3(1. as an invest- 
ment in the names of trustees. 

Towards defraying flie cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

125/. to liquidate a del)t incurred 
for emigration; and 35/. to de- 
fray the ooat of rvpairiog parish 
cottages. 


Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhoiue. 
Ditto. 


The liquidation of a charge open 
the rates, iu pursuance of the 
Parochial Assessments Act 

Towards dcrra>ing the cost of 
building the Unidn wurkbouse. 
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Uviov. 


Grantham eonftf. 


Guildford . 




f * 


niiilicross • 
Hailsham • 

* • 

Halsted' . 

* > 


Ilamblmlon 


9 9 

(laxdiDgstone 




Hani 


ismere 




Parish. 


Insoldsby . 
London Thorpe 
Manthorpq • 
Normanton . 
Skillinnrton . 
Spittle Gnte 
Stoke, North 
Stoke, South 
Witham. North 
Wifham, Soath 
Albary 


Clandon. East 
Holy Trinity 
Mary, St. . 
MerroH- 
Nicbolas, St. 

Ockham . 

Shnre . . 
Stoke , 

Wiseley , 

Wokinjf . 
Huckenltain, Old 

Uiiilsham . 

Heathfield . 

Hellingley • 

Hooe . , 

NinfleM 
VVartlhig . 
Castle Hedlngham 
Cblne Engaine 
Carls Colne 
Mnplestead • 
White Culne 
A1ft)ld 
Bromley 
Ewhnrst • 
Thursley . 
Witley 

Brayfleld-on-the- 
Green. 


Cos^enhoe . 
Houghton, Great 


Houghton, Little • 


Botesdale • , 


Cotton 
Mellis 


County. 


Lineoln 


Sunrey 


f t 
> * 
f » 

* • 

• * 

* « 


Norlbik 

• • 
Sussex 

> , 


* • 

Essex • 
t « 


Surn-y 
** 


Northampton 


• » 


* ( 


Suflblk 




Amount 

produced 

by Hale. 


£. s. 

UO 

50 

lOO 

73 

160 

140 

110 

45 

130 

100 

425 


1.58 
797 
296 
183 
93 


257 
470 
193 









395 
100 
63 
166 
165 
175 
61 
130 
400 






135 
121 


114 
56 


d 














465 

337 

320 

192 

382 

283 


235 
460 
204 


74 


106 


Sums 
directed to 
be appro- 
priated by 
Orders un- 
der SeaL 


£. «. d. 

72 2 6 
26 


425 


143 Oil 
459 18 3 
296 
161 13 4 
92 

465 


294 
190 5 
262 18 

140 19 10 


99 15 6 


4S0 10 
66 15 


54 10 


66 3 4 


91 8 6 


52 5 8 


Towards defiraymg the oost of 
bmldin? the Union workhouse. 

The liquidation of a charge upon 
the rates, in pursuances of the 
Parochial Assessments Act. 


As a loon to the guardians to de- 

tny the oost aif building the 

Union workhonse. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Towards defraying the cost of 

building the Union workhouse. 
As a loan to the guardians for the 

same purpose. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

As a loan to the guardians for the 
same purpose. 


The liquidation of a debt incurred 
for emigration. 


The purposes to which 

•nch Sumshave.heen directed 

to be appropriated. 


Towards deflraying the cost of 
building the Unioa workhouse. 


Ditto. 

422. 15«. towards defraying the cost 
of building the Union work- 
house; and 24/. to liouidato a 
charge upon the ratta in pursu- 
ance of the Parochial Assess- 
ments Act. 

24/. I0». towardsdofraving the cost 
of building the Union work- 
house; and 30/. to liquidate a 
charge upon the rates in pursu- 
ance of the Parochial Assess- 
ments Acft 

46/. 13« 3d. towards defraying the 
cost of building the Union work- 
house, and 19/. iO«. Id. to liqui- 
date a^ charge upon the rates in 
pursuance of the Parochial As- 
isessments Act. 

44/. 18f. 6d. towards deliraying the 
cost of building the ITnion work- 
house, and 467. lOt. 6d. feu liqui- 
date a debt incurred for ein%ni- 
tion. 

51/. Is. 7^ towards defraying the 
cost of buildi'ngthe Union work- 
house, and 1/. As. \d. to defray 
tlie cost of repairing parish pre* 
mi'es. 
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Sales effected af Pariah Property, and 


[4th Rep: 


UVIOK. 


Hartiuuere eontd. 


* * 


>• 


Hartley Wintoey 


• » 


*• 


* • 


* * 


» » 


* I 


Paririi. 


Rickinghall, Supe- 
rior. 

Tharndbn, All 
Saints. 

Wickham Skeith 

Brarasliill • . 


Grondall 
EWetham 


Eversley 


Hartley Wintney 


Hastings • 


I * 


llemel Hempstead 


Heiidou • 

»( 

« f 

> ( 
Henley 

Henstead • 

* « 

f * 

* I 

Hertford . 


Highworth and 
Swindou 


Heckfield • 


Odiltam . . 

Rotlierwick 

Southwarnbo rough 
Clement, St. 


County. 


Suffolk 


I* 


SoulhamptoD 


»$ 


• * 


• • 


Leonard* St 
Mary, St. . 


Ore 


Bovingdoa . 

Flamstead . • 
Gnddesden, 6t. . 
King's Langley . 
Edgeware . 
Hendon . . 
Kingsbury . . 
Stanihore, Great . 
Stanmore, Little • 
Caversham , 
Braoooash . . 
Cuistor St. Edmund 
Flocden . . 
Hethersett • • 
Newton Flotman . 
Wrenttighnm 
AU Siiints . 
Hramfleld . 
Datchworth . 

Chisledon • 


Sussex 


Herts • 


Middlesex 
t f 

1 1 


Oxon . 
Norfolk 
Norfolk 
» • 


Herts . 


wats ' . 


Amount 
produced 
by Sale. 


^e. z, d. 
71 

154 


45 
113 


408 
864 

98 
195 


160 
1,370 


80 
870 















308 
515 
143 
385 
260 
1H9 
550 

87 
195 
148 

60 

88 
320 
113 

64 

1,200 

250 

617 

' 80 


Sums 

directed to 

be appro- 

Sriated by 
rders un- 
der Seal. 


£. s. d. 
61 1 3 


97 .8 


397 
347 

79 
177 


17 4 
9 10 


17 1 


8 2 


600 


638 












S86 


250 
























u 




























569 9 6 


607 8 7 


The purposes to which 

■oeh Sums have been directed 

to be appropriated. 


113 

142 

1307 


13 
4 
3 


8 

5i 

3* 


64 

629 


8 7i 
5 8i 


386 


240 6 8 


274 
i66 


'I 


11 
7 


Towards deflhiying the cost of 
building the Union workhoose. 


The liquidation of debts inconed 

frcvious to the passing of the 
'oor Law Amendment Act. 

Towards defiraying the cost of 
biulding the Union workhouse. 

84/. Is. Id. towards defraying; tlic 
cost of building the Union work- 
house, and 263/. 15s. 9d. as an 
investment in the names oi trus- 
tees. 

The liquidation of debts inctnrred 
before the passing of the Poor 
Law Amendment Act 

183/., the liquidation of debts in- 
curred before the passing of the 
Poor I.AW Amendment Act; a.Dd 
54/. 8s. Sd. towards defraying the 
cost of building the Union work- 
house. 

The liquidation of debts incurred 
before the passing of the Poor 
Law Amendment Act. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

1034/. 7s. I0\d. towards defraying 
the cost of building the Uoion 
workhouse ; 50/. to li(|uldate a 
charge upon the rates in pnrso- 
ance of the Parochial Assess- 
ments Act; and 333/. lis.5d. 
as an investment in the names 
of trustees. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhoose. 

414/. 7«> bid., towards defraying 
the cost uf building the Umoo 
workhouse s 89/., to liquidate a 
charge upon the rates in par- 
suanoe of the Parochial Assess- 
ments Act; and 17&/. 18s. 3|d. 
as an investment in the names 
oftrustttes. 

The liquidation of a debt incurred 
beiom the nassing of the Poor I 
Law Amendment Act. I 

Towards defraying the costofbuiid-f 
iug the Union workhouse. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


65 6 8 


Ditto. 
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Umov, 


Hitchin . 

Holbeach • 


> * 

HolUngbourn 


Honiton 
iHoo . 


* * 

* f 

* t 
> f 


Horncastle 


Horsham 

f » 

» f 
f * 

» » 
Hoxne 


• * 

f • 
» • 


Hungerlbnl 


* > 

* * 


Hursley 


Ipswich 


I * 


» » 

Kettering , 

» » 
> • 


Farkh. 


Rimpton . 

Offlfly . , 
Gediiey 

Holbeach . 
Satton St. James 

Whaplode • 

Boxley , 

Bredhont • 
Detling 


Ueadcorn . 

Sheldon . 
All Hallowt 
Cooling • 
Halstow, High 
Hoo . . 
James St., Grain 
Mary. St. . 
Stoke 
Tetford 
Coningsby . 
Grinstead, West 
Ifield . 

Rusper • 
Shipley 

Slinfold . 
Athelington 

Radingham 


Brundish • 

Hoxne 

Meudham . 

Syleham . 

Weybread . 
Worlingworth 

Aldbourn . 


Bedwiii. Little 
Hunijerford • 
lukpen • 

Kintbury . 
Ramsbuiy . 
Otterbourne 


Helen, St • 
Mary, St . 

Matthew, St. 
Nicholas, St. 
Stephen, St. 
Whitton 
BrouKhton . 
Cuttingham 
Cransley . 


County. 


Heite , 

Lincoli) 
t > 

* * 

Kent ' , 

* > 
1 1 


I * 


Devon 
Kent . 

** 
i » 
f f 
»* 
> * 

lincola 

t » 
Sussex 
• • 


Sufibik 


t f 
> » 


Wilts , 


Berks. 

» » 


Wilts . 
Southampton 


Suffolk • 

M 

*i 
*< 
»♦ 
* t 
Nortli^mptou 

»i 
»» 


Amount 

prodace4 

by Sale. 


£. s. d. 

137 

600 

393 

217 

106 

186 

450 

134 

180 


4S 
90 
210 
150 
280 
200 
180 
110 
198 
311 


236 
160 
60 
260 
330 
376 






















170 
210 10 
420 


185 

350 

'630 

370 

160 

2iO 

3d2 

J$5 

190 


608 


46ft 

254 

60 

533 

164 

17$ 

180 


306 


30 
210 
SOO 


Sums 
directed to 
be' appro- 
priated by 
Orders un- 
der Seal. 













£. s. d. 


376 13 4 

212 3 6 

106 

186 

450 

156 10 8 


565 a 4 


186 IS 

45 16 
494 14 7 


64 7 

168 6 2 

164 14 

208 10 4 

151 5 

48 18 10 

250 ^ 4 

306 13 9 

361 1^ 6 


28 3 2 

175 19 7 

13 



8 
396 16 9 


147 13 
198 1 


.176 7 
319 19 10 
226 }3 9 
88 4 7 


Towards defraying the cost of 
j building the Union workhouse: 

78/. 7«. lOd. towards defraying the 
cost or buildine^ the Union work- 
house; and HM. 2f.l0d. as an in- 
vestment in the names of trus- 
tees. 

474/. 7«< 8^. towards defraying the 
cost of building the Union work- 
house ; 90/. 16«. 2d. as ao invest- 
ment in the names of trustees. 


The purposes to which 

such Sums have been directed 

to be appropriated. 


1 1 


Towards defrftving the cost of 
building tite tJnion workhouse. 

nuto. 

The liquidation of a debt incurred 
for emigration. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

118/. 5s. Sd. towards defraying the 
cost of building the Union work- 
house ; and 60/. as a loan to the 
guardians for the same purpose. 

Towards defrayini; the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

237/. 14«. lOiL to lianidate debts 
incurred before tne passing of 
the Poor Law Amendment Act ; 
and 124/. 4s. 8d. towards defray- 
ing the cost of building the 
Union workhouse. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

The liquidation of debts incurred 
belbre the passing of the Poor 
Law Amendment Act ; and to 
defray the cost of repairing pa- 
rish premises, &c. 

As a loan to the guardians. towards 
defraying the coetof building the 
Union workhouse. 

Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Towards defraying the cost of 
building tlu; Union workhouse. 
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Sales effected of Parish Property, and 


[4th Rep. 



KetteriDg contd, 

* * 
Keynsham 


Ktddenninster . 
Kingsbridge • 
Kingsclere • 

Kings Lynn • 
Knighton.. 
Laugport • • 

» f 

> * 

Ledbury • • 

* * 

Lclghton Buzzard 

* > 
Leomingter . 
Leweg • , 

Lexden ftWinstree 
« * 

* * 

* • 

* f 

* t 

* * 
«• 

* * 
Lincoln • . 

* t 


• 1 


f * 


Linton 

Liskeard 

Luton 


Lutterworth 
Lyminglott 


Desboroogh 
Pytchley . 
Brislington . 
Corston . 
Keynsham . 
Newton, St* Low 
Saltford 
Siston 

Mitton. Lower 
Kingtbridge 
Kingsdere 
Wooabay« East 
South Lynn , 
Beguildy 
Barton, St David 
Kingsdiou . 
Laug)H)rt . 
Pitney • 
Bosbury • 
Colwall 
Matkon • 
Linslade • 
Wing . • 
Leominster . 
John, St • 
Southover • 
Abberton • 
Birch . • 
Copford . ^ 
Horksley, Great 
Langham • 
Layer Breton 
Peldon . 
Stanway • 
Wakes Colne 
Wiveuhoe • 
Wonningford 
Harmston • 
Heighington 
Metheringham 


Netileham • • 

Spridlington • 
Waddington • 
Abingtou, Little • 
Cleer, St. • 
Dunstable • • 


Houghton Regis . 
Kensworth . . 
Kilworth, South * 
Boldre . • 

Elordle • • 


Milford 


Milton 


County. 


Northampton 

• * 
Somerset . 

> * 
*• 

Gloucester • 
Worcester • 
Devon 
Southami>ton 

Norfolk 
Radnor • 
Somerset • 


Hereford 

Worcester 
Bucks • 

HereftMd 
Sussex 

Essex • 
> » 

* f 

I • 
« • 

* * 
t * 

* * 

* * 
t * 

Lincoln 

* t 

I I 


** 


• t 


Cambridge • 
Cornwall • 
Bedford 


I* 
Herts . • 
Leicester . 
SenthampCon 


»t 


% % 


t * 


Amonnt 
produced 
by Sale. 


£. s. 

334 .0 

367 

723 

163 

110 

130 

70 

232 

530 

220 

218 

309 


600 

30 

67 

97 
330 

46 
150 
213 
253 

80 
18» 
745 
116 
115 


818 
140 
326 
165 

15 
125 
115 
115 
205 
310 

35 


178 
158 
399 
100 
608 


505 
172 
ISO 
315 









































d. 




















100 A « 
210 


172 


280 


537 


205 


Snms 
directed to 
be appro- 
priated by 
Orders un- 
der Seal. 


Hie purposes to which 

such Snms mive been iKrrcted 

to be appropriated. 


£. «. d. 

263 S 2 

373 4 1 

110 9 5t 

118 2 6 

57 13 

218 14 5 


276 4 6 


148 8 9i 
209 10 44 
249 17 3k 


35 

92 14 8 

202 18 2 


166 4 8 

93 i 8 
119 13 4 


608 


St 

272 

255 18 

4 " 

520 16 11 


187 17 11 


Towards defiraying the cost of 
.bnilding the Union workhouse. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 

126<. 15<. towards defraviug the 
cost of building the Union work- 
house ; 76/. 3s. 2<f. the liquida- 
tion of a charge upon the nlrs 
in pursuance of the Parochial 
Assessments Act 

Towards defrayinjg the cost of 
building the Union wovkhoose. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


25/., the liquida^n of debts is- 
curied previous to thepassin; 
of the Poor Law AmeniiiiwBt 
Act ; 583/. towards defraying ibe 
cost of building the Union m* 
house. 


Towards defrayins; the cost of 
buiding the Unioa vtrorkhoue. 

The liquidation of debt inesired 

. previous to the pnasing of the 
Poor Law Amendment Act. 

400/., the liquidation of debt in- 
cnrnd previous to the pessio; 
of the Poor Law Amendment 
Act I 120/. 16«. lltf. towanis de- 
fraying cost of bnUding Unios 
workhouse. 

Towards defk>aying the cost of 
building the Union workhoQse. 
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345 


Ukjov, 


I Maiilstone . 

Mnldon • 
Mailing 


> t 


I * 


» f 


• * 


« * 
I » 


1 1 
Miilmesbury . 
Mangfleld . 
Market Harbro* 


1 1 

» » 

» • 
■ • 

» • 
f < 


Marlborough • 
f I 

Martley . • 

Melton Mowbroy 
* $ 


f ( 

Mere 
MiUhargt • 


FMiah. 


Linton . 
Stafdeliurst . 

Purleiffh ^ . 
Stow Maries 
. Addinglon . 


Aylesford 

Billing 
Iglitham 


Lpyboume • 


Malltnfir, East 
Mulliog. West 
Mereworth • 


Offliam 


I'eckbam, East « 

Trotiersclifle . 
Watcringbary , 


WTOlham . • 
Mary, St. Weitport 
Mansfield • 
Clipston . 
Farndon, East 
Foxton 
Kibworth Beau 

ehamp • 
Lanston, East 
l.ttbbenbam 
Mowsley 
Smeaton Westerby 
Weston by Welland 
Wilbarston . 
M ary , St, the Virgin 
Peter, St. and 

Paul, St. 
Eriey Kings 
Melton Mowbray 
Somerby • 


Twyibrd 

Wymondhani 
Mere . • 
Harling . 
Midhorst • 


County. 


Kent • 
*» 

Essex • 
Kent . 


»* 


( * 


** 


I* 


» * 


It 
* * 


Wilts*. 

Nottingham 
Leicester . 
Northampton 
Leicester • 


* • 


Norlltampton 
WiuL' . 


Worcester • 
Leic»'ster . 


f t 

WiltH*. 

Sussex 
f f 


Amount 
produced 
by Sale. 


£. s. d 

150 

315 

S(r7 

33 

222 U 


945 

181 
300 


207 


165 
310 
618 


200 


701 

97 
292 10 


533 

348 

845 

156 

211 

262 


Sums 
directed to 
be appro- 
priated by 
Orders un- 
der Senl. 


90 


285 
300 
555 
S80 








£. s. d. 

178 18 2 

213 8 

882 15 3 

110 

296 17 


195 14 


153 7 
589 18 


6 


200 


668 14 6 


55 
292 10 






519 15 10 


381 

274 

286 

71 

497 

176 

224 Ol 

415 0' 

200 0! 


185 Ol 
311 01 
271 237 


The purposes to which 

such Sums have been directed 

to be appropriated. 


The liquidation of debts incurred 

frevioiis to the passing oT the 
'oor Law Amendment Act 

60/. 8«. 3<f. towards defraying the 
cost of buildinx Vnion work- 
house : 152/. 19«.9(i. as aq invest- 
ment in the names of trustees. 

300/. towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse ; 
582/. 15«. 3d. as an investment 
in the names of trustees. 

Towards defraying the cost .of 
building the Union workhouse. 

161/. 17s. towards defraying the 
cost of building the Union work- 
house ; 135/., the liquidation of 
debts incurred previous to the 
passing of the Vom Law Amend> 
ment Act. 

B9/. 4t. 3d. towards defiraying the 
cost of building Union work- 
house ; 106/. 9«. 9d. as an invest- 
ment in the names of trustees. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building Union workhouse. 

431/. 19s. 5d. towards defhiying the 
cost of building Unipii work- 
house ; 158/. 9s. Id. the liquida- 
tion of a debt incurred for emi- 
gration. 

64/. 19s. Id. towards defraying the 
cost of buUdinc Uniqn work* 
house ; 135/. Os. Ud. as an invest- 
ment in the names of trustees. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building Union workhouse. 

Ditto. 

280/. ISs. 2d. towards defraying the 
cost of building TTnign work- 
house ; 11/. 145. lOd. the liquida- 
tion of a debt incurred for emi- 
giation. 

Ditto. 





12/. 14s. 6d. towards defraying the 
cost of building I'niov work- 
house; 224/ 5s. 6d. as ai^ invest- 
ment in the names of trustees. 
77 9 2 11/. 19s. 2d. towards defraying the 
cost of building Union work- 
house; 65/. 10s. as an invest- 
ment in the names of trustees. 


346 


Sales effected of Parish Property , and 


[4th Rep. 


UmoK. 


Midhurst contd. 
Mildenhall 
Milton ' . 


* f 

» * 
f » 


* « 

• * 

Neot, St. 

* > 

Newark 


* * 


II 


II 
1 1 


1 1 


Newbury 
1 1 


1 1 
1 1 


1 1 


II 


1 1 
Newent .• 

> I 
1 1 

New Forest 

1 1 
1 1 
• I 
1 1 

Newmarket 
1 1 

> f 
1 1 
1 1 


Parish. 


North Chapel 
Rogate . 
Harton Mills 
Mildenhall . 
Bobbing • 

Halstow, Lower 

Hartlip 

I wade . , 

Milsted 

Milton 


Newington . 

Rainham . 
Rodmersliam 
Sittingbome 
Upchurch • 
Kimbolton . 
Neot, St. . 
Southoe • 
Balderton . 


Harkston . 
Basingham . 

Brant Broughton 

Claypolo . 

Farhdon . 

Fenton . 
Pulbick 

Brimpton • 

Chieveley • 

Newton 
Shaw-ciim-Don« 

nington. 
Speeu . • 


Couuty. 


Sussex 
Suffolk 
Kent', 


1 1 

' I 
• » 

I * 

I I 


1 1 
» » 
1 1 


Huntingdon 

1 1 
> I 
Nottingham 


1 1 

Lincoln 


Nottingham 


I * 
Berks . 


1 1 
• f 


1 1 


Thatcham . 


Welford . 

Winterboume 

Ashton Ingham 

Dymock 

Psiuntley 

Bramshaw 

Eliug . 

Fawley 

LyndhuTst 

Minesteed 

Ashley 

Bottisham 

Dalham 

Dullingham 
Exiling 


• I 


Hereford • 

• • 

Gloucester . 
Southampton 

I $ 

I I 
I » 
1 1 

Cambridge • 

Suffolk 
Cambridge . 


Amount 
produced 
by Sale. 


£. «. 
233 
90 
100 
150 
102 


60 

90 

80 

lli 

520 


139 
31 
230 
ISO 
155 
863 
415 
960 
930 









d 












104 


160 
36 

985 

119 

566 
90 
69 


216 


100 
156 


166 

ISO 

100 

100 

985 

50 

68 9 

214 

















39 


Sums 

directed to 

be appro- 

Sriatea by 
rders un- 
der Seal. 


468 


768 


40 


jC. 8t d. 


96 18 2 


57 17 
90 
77 9 
76 18 8 
500 


1 

9 


100 6 8 


154 5 

34 14 

967 6 


9 
2 



107 10 11 


905 4 


87 14 

88 19 



6 


The purposes to which 
sueh Sums have been directed 
to be appropriated. 


160 


150 


100 

64 18 1 
181 3 5 

447 10 


689 5. 6 


40 
996 9 7 


96 13 
739 16 
433 


4 
6 



230 


ISO 13 



94 8 

8 

905 



188 15 



130 



iS5 8 



191 9 



180 

6 

65 9 



.65 2 




Towards defraying the co«t of 
building Union workhouse. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

400/. towards defraying the cost 
of building Union workhouie ; 
100/., the liquidation of debt in- 
curred previous to the passing of 
the Poor Law Amendment Act. 

Towaxds defraying the cost of 
building Onion workhouse. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditta 

Ditto. 


The lif^uidation of debts incaned 

fravious to the passing of the 
oor Law Amenoment Act. 
Ditto. 

Towards defraying the cost of 

building the Union workhoow. 

The liquidation of debts incurred 

previ«ms to the paitsing of the 

Poor Law Amendment Act. 

Ditto. 


Towards defraying the cost of 
building tlie Union workhoose. 
Pitto. 
Ditto. 

171/. 13f. 6<i. towards defraying 
the cost of building the Unioa 
workhouse ; 110/. 45. id. the 
liquidation of del)ts iocurrfd 
nrevious to the passing of the 
Poor Law Amendment Act; 
165/. d», as a loan to the board 
of guardians to erect a work- 
house. 

363/. 5s. bd. towards defraying 
the cost of biiildiug the Uoioa 
workhouse ; 326/. as a loan to 
the board of guardians to erect 
a workhouse. 

Towards defraying tlia coit of 
building the Union workhoose. 

Ditto. 


Ditto. 
Dittos 
Ditto. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
buihling tlie Union workhoose 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. . 
Ditto. 
Ditta 
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Sums 





Amount 

directed to 

The purposes to which 
such Sums have been directed 

UVION. 

Parish. 

County. 

produced 
by Sale. 

be appro- 
priated by 




to be appropriated. 





Orders un- 






der SeaL 





£, s. d. 

£. s, d. 


I^ewmarket contd. 
> • 

Gazeley 
Isleham , 
Newmarket All 
Saints. 

Suffolk 
Cambridge . 

351 15 
128 3 

541 16 

334 12 
184 1 8 
273 12 10 

Towards defraying the cost of 
1 building the Union workhouse. 

> * 

Newmarket St. 
Mary. 

>> 

1.073 S 

463 8 9 

Ditto. 

1 1 

Ousden 

Suffolk 

63 

54 2 

Ditta 

t f 

Swaffham Prior . 

9 f 

105 

100 1 

DUto. 

Newport Pagnell 

Bow Brickhill . 

Bucks 

20 


. 

> f 

Sheiington . • 

» 1 

100 

100 

The liquidation of debt incurred 

Newton Abbott . 

Ringskerswell « 

Devon 

59 17 


previous to the passing of the 
Poor Law Amendment Act. 

f I 

Woolborough , 

* > 

400 


Noithallerton 

Osmolherley , 

York . 

187 U 


, 

Nurthampton • 

Billing. Great . 

Northampton 

118 

109 4 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building Union workhouse. 

• • 

Bugbrooke . 

f 1 

415 

355 17 6 

Ditto. 

t f 

Dallington . 

* » 

150 

144 10 

Ditto. 

* ( 

Giles. St. . 

f f 

530 

520 17 6 

Ditto. 

• > 

Harpole 

1 » 

691 

410 4 10 

Ditta 

) * 

Wesion Favell • 

t * 

170 
57 

162 3 4 

Ditto. 

North Leach 

Seven Hampton • 

Glouce|ter . 

54 

Ditto. 

1 1 

Southrop . . 
Edith Weston • 

* 1 

160 12 

130 6 

Ditto. 

Oakham . 

Rutland 

83 

80 

Ditto. 

Ongar , , 

Chipping Ongar . 

Essex . 

200 

187 2 8 

Ditto. 

« * 

NavestodL . 

t f 

205 

191 2 8 

Ditto. 

f 9 

Norton Mandeville 

1 1 

82 

59 9 10i 

Ditto. 

f « 

Stapleford Tnwney 

t » 

191 15 



Orsett 

Langdon Hills • 

* * 

77 



Oandle . , 

Bulwick . 

Northampton 

143 


. 

> t 

Cotterstock . 

• • 

64 

27 2 

Ditto. 

> 1 

Kingscliffie • . 

f f 

163 



1 ) 

Oundle 

t . 

420 

387 17 2 

Ditto. 

Tenzance . 

Marazion . • 

Cornwall . 

58 



I'ershore , 

Andrew. St. • 

Worcester . 

84 

154 10 

Ditto. 

f ( 

Charlton . . 

. . 

48 



• • 

Comberton, Great 

t • 

74 

59 14 

Ditto. 

9 $ 

Comberton, Little 

. t 

412 

39 12 6 

Ditto. 

1 1 

Delford . . 

( . 

100 

95 8 6 

Ditto. 

( 1 

Holy Cross . . 

i . 

93 

95 3 

Ditto. 

» t 

Pirton 

. > 

60 



» • 

Peopleton • . 

> » 

62 

57 7 

Ditto. 

$ f 

Strensbam . 

. . 

80 

66 8 

Ditto. 

• » 

WhiteLady's Aston 

* f 

110 

99 19 2 

Ditto. 

> y 

Wick . 

. . 

33 

26 14 3 

Ditto. 

Peterborough . 

Alwalton . . 

Huntingdon 

300 

283 6 8 

34/. 3£. 4d. towards defraying the 
cost of building the Union work- 
house } 249/. 3s. 4d. as an invest- 
ment in the names of trustees. 

t » 

Peakirk 

Northampton 

36 

31 8 

28/. Is. towards defraving the cost 

t 





of building the Union work- 
house ; 3/. 7<., the liquidatiun of 
a charge upon the rates in pur- 
suance of the Parochial Assess- 











ments Act. 

> > 

Stan ground 

> * 

105 

100 

The liquidation of debts incurred ' 
previous to the passing of the 
Poor Law Amendment Act. 






t% 

Stilton 

Huntingdon. 

141 

116 8 9 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

• • 

Yaxley . . 

• • 

900 

125 13 3 

Ditto. 

Peferslidd. 

Steep . . • 

Southampton 

105 



Pewsey , 

Miltun . . 

Wilts . 

86 


,/' 

* • 

Pewsey , 

( > 

56 



> > 

Wootton Rivers . 

. f 

245 



Plomesgate 

Benhall 

Suffolk 

116 

116 

Ditto. 

% % 

Blaxhall . • 

• . 

160 

160 

Ditto. 

9 t 

Brandeston . • 

. . 

150 

145 11 10 

Ditto. 

> 9 

Bruishyard . 

Suffolk 

70 

67 6 

Towards defraving the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

> f 

Earl Soham . 

» > 

102 

98 2 9 

Ditto. 

9 • 

Friston , . 

. f 

115 

115 

Ditto. 

9 » 

Kenton . . 

. f 

125 

101 10 6 

Ditto. 

9 9 

Kettleburgh • 

1 

• f 

55 

53 

Ditto. 
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Sales effected of Pariah Property, and 


[4th Bep. 


Umoir. 


Parith. 


Plomesgate could. 


1 1 
* t 


Punt-.V'iiool 
Potterspury 
Reigate • 

Rigbrid»e • 
Romford . 


!• 


Romncy Marili . 


* * 


• * 
f * 


* » 
f • 


ft 
Romsey 
Rovtton 
Rye . 


I » 


Saffron Waldro . 


• * 
< * 
f ( 
I f 

• ( 
t» 


Seven Oaks. 


* 1 


« > 
ft 


Shepton Mallet . 


' t 


Shtpston-on-S(our 


» > 

Sleaford 
1 1 
1 1 
» • 
> t 
• » 
1 1 
It 


Morlesford • 
Reodham . 
Snape . 

Tutistall 
Treveihin . 
Stony Stmtford 
Chnrlwood. 
Deichworth. 
Clare . . 
Cranham • 


Upminster . 
Brookland • 


Ilurmarsh • 

Dymchiirch 
Fairfield , 


Lydd . • 
Newchurch . 


Old Romney 
Romtey Innra 
Roysto'n • 
Icklesliam . 
Rye , 
Udimure • 
Arkeaden . 
Ashdon . 
Cheater ford. Great 
Hempstead 
Little Bury . 
Newport • 
Ricklin^ • 
Wicken 
Wimbish . 
Hrasted . 
Penshurat • 

Rliorehan . 
Weaterham • 


County. 


Suffolk 


1 1 

Monmouth • 
Rucka . • 
Surrey • 

Suffolk 
Essex • • 


tt 

Kent . 


Datoombe • 

Lnmyatt • . 
niitlers Marston . 
Quioton . 
Sli ipaton-on-Stour 
Anwick • . 
Billingliay . 
Hurtoii Pcdwardine 
Dorringlon * 
Ewerby . 
Hoje. I.ittlo 
IIal«*. Great 
Heckiogtou 


t * 


1 1 

* • 


1 1 
1 1 


1 1 

SontliamptoB 
Hertford . 
Susaex • 


» t 
Easex. 


1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
1 1 
• f 
1 1 


Kent", 


1 1 
• t 


Somerset 


t * 
Warnriek 
Worcester 

» f 
Lincoln 

1 » 
t * 
f t 
f • 
1 1 
t f 
1 1 


Amount 
produced 
by Sale. 


£. 
41 
190 
135 

no 

100 
180 
670 
295 
500 
203 


350 
492 


150 
805 


33 

S90 


130 
2L.>> 
315 
701 
791 

105 

58 

32 

356 

90 

92 

104 

50 

370 

325 

975 

158 
865 


173 
158 
105 
102 
150 
S26 
15 
142 
154 
125 
100 
230 


$. 













d 



» 








c 


1S7 



















































107 
















Soma 
directed to 
be appTO> 
priated by 
Ordera un* 
der Seal. 


£. s. d, 

176 6 1 
135 

no 


81 16 4 

36 9 9 
205 


325 4 11 
18i 9 7 


48 2 3 

134 1 h 
68 18 4 


192 1 1 


81 3 S 


768 17 \\ 


975 
747 lot 


104 IS 
94 3 8 


83 18 
222 9 

15 

54 3 
121 11 
123 11 

98 a 



10 
.0 

4 

4 



10 


The purposea to which 

•noh Sumahare been direeted 

to be appropriated. 


iTowards defraying; the eost of 
j building the Union workhouse. 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 

The lic[uidation of debts incuin>d 
previous to tlie paaainir of the 
Poor Law Amendment Act. 

Aa a loan to the Board of Guar- 
dians to erect a workhouse. 

174/. 9s- "id. towards defrayios the 
coatof buildiDff the Union work- 
house ; 10/., the llqnidation of 
a cLarKe upon the rates in pat- 
siuince of the Parochial Assess- 
ments Act. 

Towards defrayini; the cost of . 
building the Union workhouse. 1 

Ditto. |- 

62/. 18r. Kd. towards duDraying the j 
cost of building the Uoiuu worii- * 
house ; 6/. in ^ liquidation of 
charge on rates in pursuance of 
the Parochial Assessments Act 

185/. Is. id. towards defrayiai; tb« 
coat of building the Uoioo work- 
house; 7'* in liquidation uf 
charge on rates in pursuance of 
the Parochial Assessments Act 

Ditto. 


54/. 17s. \\d. towanls defraying 
the cost of building the, libioo 
workliouse ; 7i4i. aa a loan to 
the Board of Guaidiana for the 
aame purpose. 


The liquidation of debts ineniTed 
prevuiua to the pasaing uf the 
Poor Law Amendment Act 

102/. 6s. 4(d. towards defravin; 
the coat of buildini; the Uaioo 
workhonae; 644/. 14s. 6d, the 
liquidation uf dcbta incurrrd 
previous to the passin;!r (^ thf 
Poor Law Amendment Act. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union wvikhoase. 

Ditto. 


Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

nitto 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
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Sums 





Amount 

directed to 

The purposes \o which 

Uirioir. 

Parifli. 

County. 

produced 
by Sale. 

be appro- 
printeu by 

such Sums have been directed 




to be appropriated. 





Orders un- 






der Seal. 





£. s. d. 

£. t. d. 


Sleaford contd. 

HelprlnKham . 

Lincoln 

S37 

985 9 5 

) Towards defraying the cost of 
3 building the Union workhouse. 

1 f 

Kyme, North 

1 • 

103 

98 16 U 

• • 

Kymc, South . 

» 1 

103 



1 • 

Ledenhum . • 

• 1 

350 

140 14 

Ditto. 

1 * * 

O^botirnby • • 

*i 

80 



1 '• 

Koskinglon . 

• • 

237 

107 

Ditto. 

1 

1 •• 

Scredingtoa 

1 1 

95 

79 

Ditto. 

1 

Sleaford, New . 

t • 

413 

411 9 10 

Ditto. 

! if 

Swaton . • 

» 1 

40 

40 

Ditto. 

f t 

Walcott 

t • 

70 

31 1 

Ditto. 

It. 

Wellingore . • 

f • 

3U0 

147 6 4 

Ditto. 

SoQtham • . 

Gavdon . 
Itchington, Lung 

Warwick . 

33 



' • • 

t $ 

423 

380 

As a loan to the Board of Gaar- 






dians to erect a workhouse. 

) • 

Sootham • . 

» 1 

185 • 



South Stoneliam 

South Stoneham 

Southampton 

1,416 

455 17 9 

Towards defhiying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

Southwell . 

Halam « 

Nottingham 

104 



9 1 

Southwell • 

1 1 

131 



Staines « , 

Cranlbrd • • 

Middlesex 

50 



Stamibrd • • 

(nipsham . 

Rutland 

195 



>i 

BotftOQ • 

Northampton 

423 

429 

915/. 4s. 9<f. towards defiraying the 
cost of bnildini; tlie Union work 
bouse; 146/. 15s. 3if. as an in- 
vestment iu the names of trustees 

1 f 

Kctton 

RnUand . 

31 10 



> • 

Martiu. St Stam- 
ford Baron 

Northampton 

150 



Steyoiog , 

Henfleld . 

Sussex . 

386 




Khermaobury • 
Shoreham, Mew • 

( t 

59 



« a 

f $ 

565 



w ff 

1 * 

Steyning . 

$» 

380 

369 17 6 

Towards dnfraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

Btockbridjre 

Broughton • • 

Southampton 

S31 



% • 

Longstock . • 

» t 

176 



Blow-on-ihe-Wold 

Bleddington • 

Gloucester 

92 

83 16 8 

Ditto. 

f ^ 

Broaitwell • 

$ » 

112 

109 13 3 

Ditto. 

• • 

Slaughter. Lower 

» * 

106 0^ 

109 71 

Ditto. 

• f 

SlanghteTi Upper 

* t 

13 



StratforU-on • Avou 

AWoston . • 

Warwick . 

568 



f f 

Binton 

f t 

97 



f * 

Combroke • 

1 1 

120 



Stroud • • 

Bisley 

Gk>ucester • 

344 10 



t » 

f<conard Sliinley 

• t 

162 15 



y 1 

Stonebouso . • 

t » 

375 



Sndbary • • 

Assington . • 

Suffolk • 

348 

93711 6i 

Ditto. 

m 
1 f 

Belchump St. 
Paul. 

Essex . 

47 15 

47 15 

Ditto. 

« f 

Belcliamp Walter 

• • 

174 

167 18 

Ditto. 

f 1 

Boxted 

Suffolk 

J40 

125 14 lU 

Ditto. 

$ § 

Bures St. Mary 

1 f 

890 

976 5 6 

Ditto. 

J a 

Bures Hamlet • 

Esjiex • 

LOO 

187 15 
31 

Ditto. 

• • 

(*avendiiih . • 

Suffolk 

41 

Ditto. 

f A 

Poxearth 

Essex • 

65 

53 7 6 

Ditto. 

$ 1 

Restingthorpe 

1 1 

900 

186 13 

Ditto. 

f f 

tilemsfurd . • 

SuffoUc 

190 

109 7 
69 

Ditto. 


Hartest 

, t 

80 

Ditto. 

W 9 
9 p 

Heuney. Great . 

Essex • 

190 

107 3 9 

Ditto. 

f g 

Newton • , 

Suffolk 

120 

107 9 6 

Ditto. 

f 9 

Shimpling . 

Essex • 

133 

190 8 

Ditto. 

A a 

Stoke . 

Suffolk 

970 

943 7 6 

Ditto. 

9 f 

Sudbury 

f f 

500 

500 

Ditto. 

a K 

Twinstead . 

Essex • 

65 




Waldlngfield. 
Great. 

* a 

95 

83 9 4 

Ditto. 

• * 

%Valdingfield. 
Little. 

> * 

85 

71 9 

Ditto. 

Taunton • • 

Bagboruugh, West 

Somers(>t • 

100 



* • 

BIckenhall • • 

• 1 

82 




B'shop Lydeard 

• 1 

960 



y f 

Bradley, West . 

Somerset • 

GO 



9 

Cliedclon Fitzpaine 

• • 

80 



^ 9 

Church Siantoa 

Devon 

90 



• » 

Coombe Fbrey 

Somerset • 

79 
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Sales effeeted of Parish Proptrty, and 


[4th Rep 


1 


Ukiok. 


Taunton conid. 


f * 
f * 
* * 


Tendring 


It 


* • 


f > 


• » 


• • 


f > 


Tentcrden 


t • 


• t 

» » 


Tetbnry . 

> » 
Tewkesbury 


• 1 

> f 

• > 

> • 

» • 


Palish. 


Cathelstone 
Curry, North 
Monkton, West 
Norton Fitswar 

ren . . 
RuishtoQ « 
Staple Grove 
Taunton, St. 

James 
Alreslbrd • 
Beaumont • 

Bentley, Littlo 


Bradfield 


Bromley, Little . 


Clacton, Great • 
Clacton, Little 


Elmstead • • 
Prating . • 

Lawford . • 

Tendring . 
Weeley 
Biddenden • 

Halden, High . 
Kenardington • 


Rolvenden « 
Tenterden . 

Wittersham 

Woodchurch 
Leighterton 
Shiptou Moino 
Ash Church 
Hredons Norton 
D(>erhiirst . 
Overl)Ury 
Stoke Orchard 
Tediugton • 
Tewkehbury 
Tredington . 
Twining . 


County. 


Somerset 




f • 


Essex • 


*a 


«f 


t f 


* * 


»* 

Kent*. 


»t 


»t 


* * 
» * 


$ • 


Gloucester 

• I 
f t 

• > 
> • 

Worcester 
Glt'Ucestcr 
Worcester 
Gloucester 

f • 

* » 


Amount 

produced 

by Sale. 


£. i. d. 

79 

S23 

550 

174 

70 

343 

151 


108 
140 


155 


8S5 • 


234 


135 
188 


144 
115 


104 

87 

189 


495 
540 


769 
100 

85 
148 

47 
131 
SS8 
146 

93 
4,600 

63 
594 







Sums 
directed to 
be appro- 

Sriatea by 
Orders un- 
der SeaL 


SIO 


34S 


78 






173 


£. t. d. 


ISS 19 4 

145 16 5 

307 19 4 

919 10 4 

170 18 

131 3 

115 

188 8 


The purposes to which 

raeh Sums have been directed 

to be appropriated. 


84 16 

87 

182 18 


393 9 11 


79 5 io 


540 
164 7 
337 5 


133 

39 15 

117 7 

71 

51 18 
46 10 

5:^11 

996 S 



2 



10 



9 
9 

6 
6 


Towards defraying the cost oC 
building the Union workhoiis& 

96/. lU. towards defrayiog the 
cost of building the Union work- 
house) 47/- 55. 5d. as a loan to 
the board of guardians for the 
same purpose. 

267/. it. towards defraying the cost 
of bttUding the Union work- 
house ; 40/. 15f . 4d. as a loan in 
the board of guardians for the 
same purpose. 

78/. l'3s.6d. towards defraying tlie 
cost of building the Union work 
house; 140/. i6s. lOd. asaloaa 
to Uie board of guanlians for 
the same purpose. 

157/. 5t. towards defra3rin{; the 
(Mst of building the Vnion work- 
house; 13/. 13f. as a loan to the 
board of guardians for the same 
imrpose. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhoose: 

70/. 6t. 6rf. towards defraying the 
cost of buildii^the Union work- 
house; 44/. 13s. 6€{. as a loaB to 
the board of goazdians for the 
same purpose. 

Towards defraying the cost 
building the Union workhouse 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

196/. ISs. 6d. towards defraying the 
cost of building the Union work 
house ; 56/. to defray the cost d 
repairing parish premises. 

76/. ISt. 6d. towards defraying H* 
eostof building the Union vati' 
bouse; 946/. lis.5ci. to defpr 
the cost of repairing parish pre^ 
mises. 

47/. 16«. 3d. towards defrayin; the 
eostof building the Union work- 
house ; 94/. 9«. 7d. to defriy the 
cost of repairing parish p^^ 
mises. 

Towards defraying the eo«t d 
biiilding the Union workboox. 

To defray the cost of repaiiio? pt- 
rish premises. 

Towards defraying the cost d 
. building the Union wotkbuu>«. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Uitto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
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1 





Sums 





Amount 

directed to 

The purposes to which 

Vmiok. 

Pariah. 

County. 

produced 

be appro- 
priated by 

such Sums have been directed 




by Sale. 

to be appropriated. 




t 


Orders un- 
der Seal. 





df. i 

t. d. 

£. «. d. 


Tewkesbury eontd. 

Woolstone • • 

Glooeester • 

39 



13 S 6 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 







Thakeham . 

AshingtoQ * , 

Sussex * 

150 



150 

The liqnidation of debts incurred 
previous to the passing of the 
Fbor Law Amendment Act 







1 






f • 

Storrington . . 

f * 

965 





f t 

SolUngton . 

• • 

800 





Thame • . 

Ashton Rowast • 

Oxford 

140 





9 f 

Lewknor . . 

, • 

95 



87 5 2 

ToiRrards defraying the cost of 
building the IJnion workhouse. 







Thanet, Isle of . 

Acol . • • 

Kent 




% 

1 1 

BirchingtoQ • 

«, 

102 15 8 

109 15 8 

Ditto. 

* • 

John, St. . , 

t • 

ijio 



1935 12 7 

600/., the liquidation of debts in- 
curred previous to the passing of 
the Poor Law Amendment ;Act; 
1,335<. 19« Id. towards defraying 
the cost of building the Umon 
workhouse. 

> • 

Lawrence, St, . 

t • 

575 



575 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the union workhouse. 







• 9 

Munkton 

1 1 

911 

2 10 

911 9 10 

Ditto. 

f 1 

Nicholas, St. • 

»t 

i^7 



417 

Ditto. 

t 1 

Peter, St, the 
Apostle. 

»t 

715 



679 19 1 

599/. 19«. Id. towards defhiying the 
cost of Itiulding the Un;on work- 
house; 190/. the liquidation of a 













charge upon the rates, in pur- 







suance of the Parochial Assess- 







ments Act 

»> 

Ramsgute . « 

ft 

1,900 



1 

1,200 

550/. the liquidation of debts in- 
curred previous to the passing of 
the Poor Law Amendment Act ; 
49/. 19«.4ii. the Ikiuidation of a 
charge upon the rates, in pursu- 
ance of the Parochial Assess- 
ments Act; WJUls. 8d. towards 
defiraying the cost of building the 
Union workhouse. 

f > 

Sarre . . • 

• » 

55 

4 

55 4 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the IJnion workhouse. 







Thelford , 

Cuthbert, St, 







Peter, St, 

Norfolk 

315 



104 1 64 

Ditto (paid by St. Cuthbert). 


Miiry, St. • 






» » 

Metliwold • , 

• « 

167 



151 11 9 

Ditto. 

rijingoe 

liurton. Great 

Suffolk 

300 



97 14 101 

Ditto. 

1 • 

Brockley • 

* t 

154 



15 7 4 

Ditto. 

» 1 

Horuingsheath . 

»i 

990 



13 4 6 

Ditto. 

• 1 

lu^ham • . 

1 1 

126 



7 6 6i 

Ditto. 

1 1 

Ixworlh . 

t * 

350 





1 1 

Mundford • • 

$ * 

99 





>• 

Rusby . . • 

f > 

164 



12 1 8 

Ditto. 

f f 

Saxham, Little . 

» • 

60 



4 5 lot 

Ditto. 

• • 

Stanton . • 

. * * 

153 



32 10 Ui 

Ditto. 

* » 

Whelnetham, 
Great. 

. »* 

140 





$ » 

Whelnetham, 
Little. 

* 1 

120 



12 19 2 

Ditto. 

rhrapston . 

Brigstock . • 

Northampton 

131 





> 1 

Thrapstou • • 
Woodford . 

, • 

549 





» » 

» f 

206 





iicehurst • 

Burwash • • 

Sussex • 

543 



529 19 3 

312/. 19i. 3d. towards deflraying the 
cost of building the Union work- 
house ; 200/., the liquidation of a 
debt incurred for emigration; 
10/., the linnidation of debts in- 













curred previous to tiie passing of 







the Poor Law Amendment Act. 

• • 

Etchingham • 

f 1 

184 



169 13 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 





j 

1 f 

Prant . . . 

$ * 

409 

4 


f f 

Safehurst . • 

» 1 

1-10 

0! 


t f 

Ticehurst . • 

> • 

697 



502 18 9 

Ditto. 

> > 

Wadhurst • « 

• t 

744 



718 8 

318/. 8t. towards (lefraying the cost 
of building the Union work- 













house; 400/. as a loan to the 
board of guardians for the same 







purpose. 
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Sales effected of Parish Property t and 


[4th Rep 


Ukion. 


Tisbury 


• » 


Tivertoii , 
Toubridge • 

* • 

* * 

Tonington • 

* • 

f * 

Uckfleid . 
Uppingham. 

1 1 


UpU>n*on-Seveni . 


» • 
« » 

»» 

» * 
1 1 


Uzhridge 


» * 


I • 


Wallingford . 

Walsall 
Wolsingbam 

» t 

Wantage • 

* > 

* * 

* f 

>» 
WanntDster • 


• * 


* t 


ParUh. 


Couuty. 


AlTodiston • , 

Berwick. St. John 
Donhead, St An- 
drew. 
Semley . 
Uplowman • 
Ashurst 
Capel 

HorBmottden 
Tudeley 
LAn;>tree . 
Merton • 
I'etrockstow. 
Torrinifton. Great 
Wear GIffoid 
FramQeld . 
Hurninghuld 
Lunia;;ham, South 
Lyddington . 
Uppingham 
Berruw . 
Birts Morton 
Bushley . 
Castle Morton 
KldersAeld . 
Hanley Castle 
Kempsey . 
Pou'ick . 
Upton-on-Severn 
Welland . 
Harefield • 


Hayes 


Ilillingdon • 

fckenham • 
Noitholt 


West Drayton 
ChoUfy a 


Aldridge '. 
Balle . 

Fulmodcston 
Ardington • 

Challow, East 
ChiliJrey • 
Compton • 
Goosey , 
Grove . , 
Letcomb Regis 
Spursholt . 
Bishopstrow 
Chittern. All Saints 


Chittern, St. Mary 
Upton Scudamore 
Warminster. 


Wilts • 




Devon. 
Kent • 


I * 


Devon 


I * 


*» 

Sussex 

Leicester 
Rutland 


Worcester 

» • 
§ I 
« I 

r • 
f • 

f I 

MidJle'sex 


1 1 


• I 


I • 


Berks' ! 


StafTitrd 
Norfolk 


Berks . 


* • 

» • 
i * 

Wilts". 


ft 


Amount 
produced 
by Sale. 


£. t. d. 

47 U 

71 

S30 


S73 
50 
31 

150 

100 

150 

188 

105 

130 


]? 














748 

90 

70 

87 

155 

131 

60 

160 

SOO 

819 10 

290 

688 

250 

243 

107 

8U6 


30 

162 


410 

868 


418 

110 

36 

lOS 

138 10 

122 

184 8 

71 

180 

158 

195 

15'i 

329 


19 
189 
656 






























390 


300 


























Sums 

directed to 

be appro- 

5riated by 
rders un- 
der Seal. 


£. s, d. 
28 6 1 

71 


833 13 1 

31 

91 11 

64 16 7i 

157 18 7 


700 
28 18 8 


119 7 

60 

58 7 

135 3 

809 13 

347 
'250 
243 

77 19 

601 8 


4i 


6 
6i 
Oi 

01 







8 


397 9 10 


803 5 7 


30 
151 15 







839 14 


95 3 7 


59 11 6 


107 13 


144 IS 
315 8 11 


14 7 6 
116 10 


The purposes to which 

soch Sams have been directed 

to be appropriated. 


Towards defraying the cost of 

building the Union workhouse. 
Ditto. 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditta 

Ditto. . 

79/. 5s. 2d. towartis defraying tlie 
cost of building the Union work- 
house; 59U. ]/«. as an iuTcst- 
ment in the names of trustees. 

100<. 5s. Sd. towards defraying Um 
cost of building the Union work- 
house; 896/. 17<. 84t as an invest-l 
ment in the names of trustees. 

Towards de/hmng the cost 
building the Uuion workhouse. 

Ditto. 

55/. 7<* Jd. towards delVayiog ibe 
cost of baildiog the Uuion work- 
house ; 96/. 7'* 5tf . as a loau to 
the board of guardians for tbe 
same purpose. 

800/., the liqoidatkm of a debt ifl-| 
curred pierioua (o the pastia^ 
the Poor Law Amendment Add 
39/. 14f. towards defaivin* tfarf 
cost of building the Union vork- 
houso. 

Towards defravine the cost Ul 
building the Union workhou*;. 

Ditto. 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 

155/. 8s. id. towards defrayiog tb^ 
cost of building the Uubn voir 
house ; 16U/. 0«. 7dl as an iiiie 
ment in the names of trostcM. 

Towards ilefmyini; the cost 
buildinir the Union workhoitff. 

The liquidation of debts ioeiL. 

Iirevi.iu8 to the fuwaing oT tl 
'oor Law Amendment Act 


).C. No, 5.] 


Appropriation of Proceeds. 


35: 


, Union. 


I 


ford . 
flaod . 


1 1 


Uogborough 


* 1 

• • 


>> 


Ungton 


1 1 
1 1 


' I 
1 1 


Is 


n 

tbury and 

horwelsdowu 

> I 
I > 

> I 

itbury - upoa- 
svern 


>t Hampuctt 


I » 
t » 
I > 
• > 


'mouth 


I > 


Parish. 


Aldenham . . Hertford 

Watford 

Besthorpe . • Norfolk 

Corbrooke • 

Edingham, Great 
Hockhami Great 
Larling • , 
Stovedon • , 
Bozeat . , 
Earla Barton 
Grendon . 
Irthlingborough , 
isham • , 


Mears Ashby 
WollastoQ . 


Ashbrittle . • Somerset 

Bradford . • 
Buckland, West • 
Clayhidon . . 
Langford Budville 
MUberton . . 
Nynehead . 
Oak . 

Sampford Arundel 
Thome, St. Mary 
Wellington . • 
Andrew, St. Liberty 

of Wells . 
Pinnard, West 
Wookey 
Loppington . 
Ashton, West 

Bradley, North 
Southwick • 
Westbury , 
Newnham • 

Westbury - npon- 
Sevem 


County. 


• * 


Northampton 


I > 


Devon 
Somerset 

f I 

1 1 

f f 

• > 


* • 

Salop . 
Wilts . 

• • 


1 1 

Gloucester 


satenhurst . 


Oving, Alding- 
boume 


Paffham . 
Simesham . 
Wittering, East 
Wittering, West 
Yapton and Felp 

ham, and Wal- 

burton. 


Portisham . 
Portland . , 
Weymouth . < 

Eastington . 
Prampton on Severn 


Sussex 


Dorset 




Gloucester 


Amount 
produced 
by Sale, 


£. s. d. 
495 
S80 
220 

180 


92 
90 
70 
65 
103 
82 
68 

177 













Sums 

directed to 

be appro- 

griated by 
irders un- 
der SeaL 


60 
355 

160 


133 

95 
183 U 

82 

280 

107 

33 
165 

64 

800 

266 

149 

34 
300 
196 

64 

113 

1,516 10 

;i20 

1,200 


250 


£. s. d. 


220 
176 6 


The purposes to which 

such Sums have been directed 

to be appropriated. 


92 
90 










81 3 
66 18 9 
49 3 8 

• 

160 13 


45 17 
330 11 10 


152 6 6 


155 
220 
167 10 
50 
530 


158 10 
222 10 
350 

545 
340 


122 4 
92 18 

263 8 
105 13 

27 10 
161 1 10 

56 11 
726 6 3 


Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

The liquidation of a debt incurred 
for emigration. 

Ditto. 

Towards defjravin|[ the cost of 
building the tJuion workhouse. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 

112/. Zi. \\\d. towards deft-ayiug 
the cost of building the Union 
workhouse ; 2^8/. 84. Oid. as an 
investment in the names of 
trustees. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

189/. lis. 8id. towards defraying 
the cost of building the Union 
workliouse; 141/. Ox. \\d. as an 
investment in the names of 
trustees. 

Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 






829 10 Towards defraying the cost of 
building the Union workhouse. 

1073 6 7^ 396/. Or 4id. towards defraying the 
cost of building the Union work- 
house : 777/. 6«. 3d. as a loan to 
the Board of Guardians for the 
same purpose. 

250 125/. Oving parish ; 126/.Alding- 
boume parish ; towards defray- 
ing the cost of buil^g the 
Union workhouse. 
155 Towards defrayiiw the cost oi 
building the Union workhouse. 


Ill 3 5 31/. 39. bd. Walburton parish, to- 
wards defraying the cost of build 
ing the Union workhouse ; 90i 
Yapton parish, in liquidation o 
a debt incurred for emigration. 


65 6 8 Towards defraying the cost o 
building the Union workhouse 
404 Ditto. 
203 Ditto. 

2 A 
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Sale9 and Appropriation of Parish Property. [ith I 








Sums 






Amouni 


directed to 

The purpoies to which 

Vtnon. 

Pariih. 

County. 

produced 

be appi 
priated 

ro- 

such Sums have been dlred 



' 

by i^al« 

• 

by 

to be appropriated. 







Orders \ 

in- 








der Seal. 





£. 

f. a 

I 

£. «. 

d. 


Wheatenhartt con. 

Hardwick • • 

Gloucester • 

100 





90 



Towards defh^ring the coii 
building the UnioD workioa 

- . _» » 

Longney . • 

• t 

14S 





184 15 

6 

Whitchurch • 

Mary Bourne, St. 

Southampton 

324 







Ditto. 

It 

Overton . , 

» > 

30 








1 1 

Whitchurch 

> • 

360 





297 7 

3 

Ditto. 

Whitechapel . 

Mile End New 
Town. 

Middlesex • 

500 








Wimborae ami 

Hampreiton • 

Dorset 

300 





800 



The H^uldalion of debts inm 

Gran borne. 








previous to the pasttngof 
Poor Law Amendment kA. 









Wincanton • 

Abbas Temple • 

Sonlerset • 

70 





63 1 

8 

Towards defraying the cost 
building tbe Union woriilNi 









» f 

Bruton • • 

1 , 

50 





' 50 



Ditto. 

t* 

Henstridge • 

»» 

313 








« • 

Hursingtoii . . 

* > 

157 





147 3 W 

Ditto. 

_,. - » » . 

Kingtcm Magna . 

Dorset 

42 








Wlnchcombe • 

Alderton 

Gloucester • 

137 








» * 

Bishops Cleeve • 

t > 

384 





S25 



The liquidation of debt ioefl 
previous to the passing ct 
Poor Law Amendment Aei- 

• t 

Gotherington 

* * 

112 








* f 

Winchcombe . 

» 9 

360 








— . »» 

Woodmanoote 

» $ 

128 








Wingloir . 

Horwood, Ot., cum 

Bucks 

931 





211 17 11 

Towards defraying the <n 
building the Union woikho^ 


Slngleborough . 







te.. . " 

Winslow . 

» t 

993 10 



476 19 



Ditto. 

Withatn , 

Braxted, Great 

Essex . 

250 







• 

* > 

CoggeshaU, Little 

** 

34 








*f 

Pairsted , , 

t f 

65 








• * 

Peering « 

I > 

114 








** 

Kelvedon . . 

$ t 

275 








* 1 

Rivenhall . 

» t 

300 








* « 

Wickham, Bishops 

I * 

120 








»» 

Witham 

> 1 

232 








Woburn , 

Aspley Guise • 

Bedford 

147 





140 16 



Ditto. 

* * 

Chalgrave . . 

t * 

324 








• f 

HocklifTe . 

> t 

49 








* > 

Potsgrove • , 

* 1 

100 








* f 

Tilsworth . 

f f 

298 17 

6 




f 1 

Toddington . 

• f 

675 





300 



The liquidafion of debti inA 
previous to the passing o^ 
Poor Ijaw Amend moit Ati 









t» 

Wobuin ' • • 

* » 

757 





754 9 

9 

714/. 1*. 3d. towards deftiyini 
costof building the Unioa* 
bouse : 40/. 8i. 6d.theliqi>»ii 

















oi a charge upon tbe n^ 









pursuance 'of the ParocW 
sessments Act. 

Wokingham • 

Shiufield . 

Berks & Wills 

760 

3 

6 

769 14 

5 

400/. the liquidation of debti 
, curred previous to the {*« 
of the Poor Law Amenco 
Act; 2a4/.lls.7d.tode&t? 
cost of repairing parish pR*^ 
145/. 2s. lOd. &e UqokUtU 
a charge upon the rates af 
snance of the Parocbisl i* 

















ments Act. 

Woodstock 

Kidlington . 

Oxford 

749 





283 11 



The liquidatioa of a chii? ^ 
the rates in pursnsaee c/ 
Parochial Assessmeoti Jet 

f f 

Coombe» Long • 

> • 

85 








*i 

Steeple Aston 

1 f 

138 





107 8 



27/. U.ihe liquidation rf»e** 
upon the rates inporwttj 
the Parochial A ssewmenti J 
80/. Is. towards iefn^m 
cost of building the Unioa* 

f f 

Steeple Burton . 

*• 

141 







house. 

>» 

Thrupp • 

* t 

79 





26 9 



Towards defraying the co^ 
buiMng the Unum voiUd 









• t 

West-Cott Barton 

9 f 

45 








»> 

Woodstock, New , 

t • 

200 








«« » • 

Wootton 

p f 

69 








Wycomb* . 

Chipping Wycombe 
Wendover , 

Bucks 

560 
299 










Yeovil . . 

Martock 

Somerset . 

511 









App. C. No. 6.] Progress of Emigration. 
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—No. 6.— 

Statemfnt of the Number of Persons who have Emighated, and of the Sums the Poor 
Law Commissioners have authorized to he raised or borrowed, between July 1837 and 
July 1838, tit emtinuatum of a Statement contained in the Thitd Annual Report, p. 219. 


County. 


Dbrby 

Essex 


3 9 

3 y 


S 9 

Glouckster 
Hertford . 
Kent . • . 

9 9 
9 9 
. 9 9 
9 9 
9 9 
9 9 
9 9 
9 9 

Leicester • 
Lincoln • • 

9 9 

Middlesex • 

99 

Northampton 
Southampton 

9 9 
SOFFOLK k • 

Sussex • • • ' 

99 

9 » 
9 f 

9 9 

9 1 

9 9 
9 i 

99 

99 

) 9 

9 9 

9i 

99 


Parish. 


Spondon .... 
Homehurch • • • 
Colchester^ St. James's 
„ St. Peter's 
Lekden • . . ^ 

Bisley 

Hadham, Great . . 
Benenden • • • ■ 
Bethersden • . 
Goud hurst • . 
Hawkhurst • • 
Kingsnorth . . . 
Rolvenden . . • 
Sandhurst • . • 
Stone, next Tenterden 
Wittersham • . 
Woodchurch • . . 

Leire 

Merton . . 
Wrangle .... 
f St. James, West- 1 
\ minster . . .j 
St. Mary, Putney • 
Kettering .... 
Burghclere • . • 
Havant .... 
Highclere • 
Aldburgh • . . 
Ringsfield • . 

Beckley . • • • 

Bodiam . • • 

Burwash . • 

Buxted • . • 

Etchingham • 

Fletching . , 

Frant\ . . . 

Northcurry . . 

Ndrthiam • * 

Peasmarsh . • 
Petworth • • • 
Pevensey • • 
Rye ... . 
Salehurst . 
St.Thomas, Winchester 

Totals . • 


AmoDot 
authorized to be 

rtLisedor 
borrowed eitlier 

fromtbe 

Exchequer Loan 

Office, ot 

from private 

Individuals. 


£. 
15 
100 
29 
18 
14 

50 

100 

80 

60 

100 

14 

400 

200 

50 

30 

50 

31 

10 

40 


57 

55 

63 

5 

72 
43 
36 


50 
138 
50 
61 
14 
50 
11 


80 

26 
100 

14 
100 

25 


9. d. 





11 11 

9 

15 UJ 

t 











17 9 











10 
















1 7 



548 




2 4 



16 11 








485 








14 






3478 19 5i 


Kumber of 

Persons 
who have 
Emigrated. 


an 

a * 


{ 


29 
3 
4 

12 
2 
7 
5 

35 

46 
4 
2 
6 

t 
2 

2 


2 

4 
5 

. . 

11 
4 
4 

55 
7 

14 
7 
3 

t 

4 

6 
2 

56 

7 
2 
5 
2 

8 
8 


383 




14 
3 
1 

• • 

4 

8 

2 

17 

21 

. • 

3 

1 




28 

1 
2 

• . 
1 

. . 
8 


163 


I 

S 




1 

2 

1 

25 

• . 

. . 
2 
4 
1 

26 

25 
5 
3 
5 

• * 
3 
4 

1 


3 

4 

4 

2 

• . 

4 

. • 

1 

3 

4 

2 

4 

3 

2 

10 

1 

7 

8 

6 

10 

1 

3 

3 

4 


5 
4 
2 

23 

3 
2 
4 
3 


206 


To what part 
Emigrated. 


South Atistralia 

Australia 

Gape o^ Good 2lope 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Upper Canada 
United States 
Australia 
Canada 
Australia 
South Australia 
Australia 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Canada 
Australia 

United States 

Canada 
I Cape of Good Hope 
t& Western Australia 

Upper Canada 

South Australia 

United States 

South Australia 

United States 

South Australia 

Upper Canada 

Australia 

Canada 

Australia 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Australia 

Ditto 

Ditto 
[Canada and New 
\ South Wales 
Australia 
Canada 
Australia 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


752 


• The money was raised by these parishes in a former year. 
t Emigration has not yet taken place. 
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List of Uniims formed. Parishes included, S^c. [4th R^ 


—No. 7.— < 

LIST of Unions formed, Parishes included therein, Population, Averas 
Poor's JRate, and Number of Guardians {in continuation of List contained i 
the Third Annual Report ^ Appendix (C.) No. 9). 

COUNTY OF CUMBERLAND. 


Pariabes United. 
(Cumberland.) 


Carlisle Union : 

1 Beaumont . 

2 Burgh-by-Sands 

3 Crosby-on-£den 

4 Dalston . • 

5 Griiudale . • 

6 Kirkandrew's-oii- 

Eden • . . 

7 Kin^i^moor (extra- 

parochial) • 

8 Orion . 

9 Rockcliffe . • 

10 Stanwix . • 

11 St Cuthbert's- 

within-Carlisle 

12 St. Cuthbert's- 

without-Garlisle 

Carried forward 


Population 

in 

1831. 


Expended 
on Poor. 

Averages 

for the 

Years 1836- 

37-38. 


276 
1,372 

497 
3,023 

135 

107 

426 
445 
885 

1,788 

9,449< 


18,403 


10 
198 
150 
589 

15 

37 

74 
121 
206 
340 

669 

935 


.So 


3,344 


1 
1 
1 
2 
1 


1 
] 
1 
1 


15 


Panslies United. 
(Cumberland.) 


13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
19 


Brought forward 
St. Mary's Ricker- 

gat«, Carlisle 
St. Mary's-Mfithin- 

Carlisle 
St. Mary's Caldew- 

i^ate, Carlisle . 
St. Mary's Cum- 

mersdale, Carlisle 
Warwick and Ag- 

Uoiibv 
Weatherair 
Wreay .... 

Totals . . 


Population 

in 

1831. 


18,403 
1,448 
4,583 
5,104 

438 

686 

4,149 

166 


Expended 
ou Poor. 

Averages 

for the 

Years 1836-! 

37-38. 


T J 
-I 

5 i 


35,027 


£. 
3,344 

2.36 


I 
1 


698 < i 
695 
107 I 


81 

559 

32 


5,752 21 


Declared to take place from and after 
2ud May, 1838. 


COUNTY OF DERBY. 


Bakewell Union: 

1 Bakewell . • 

2 Cromford . 

3 Matlock audTrusley 

4 DarlevDale . . 

5 Bowsley and Alport 

6 Beesley . . 

7 Edensor 

8 Pillsley . . . 

9 Baslow and Bubnell 

10 Calver • . • 

11 Stoke . . . 

12 Froggart . • 

13 Eyam • . 

14 Eyam Woodlands 

15 Stoney Middleton 

16 Foolow . . . 

17 Nether Padley 

18 Hathersage . 

19 Hucklow Great 

20 Hucklow Little 

21 Tideswell . . 

Carried forward 







1,898 

481 

2 


1,297 

329 

2 

y 

3,262 

939 

3 


1,266 

383 

2 

i 

242 

49 



441 

7^ 



399 

90 



304 

53 


11 

978 

225 



616 

100 



60 

16 



167 

11 



911 

213 



213 

27 



479 

104 



148 

35 



31 

8 



722 

181 



353 

53 



401 

14 



1,553 

398 

2 

27 


15,741 

3,885 


Brought forward 

22 Halzebadge 

23 Grindlow . • 

24 Litton . • . 

25 Whestone . 

26 Chelmorton 

27 Hartington Middle 

Quarter • 

28 Money-Ash • 

29 Winster . . 

30 Haddon Over . 

31 Stanton • • 

32 Birchover . • 

33 Middleton-by-l^ou 

greave • • 

34 Wensley and Suit 

teMton . • • 

35 Ashford • 

36 Sheldon • 

37 Taddington and 

Priestcliffe . 

38 Brushaeld . . 

Carried forward 


23,999 


2: 


3,8o5 
25 
31 
188 ■ 1 

22 , 


I 
1 
1 
I 

65 i I 

I 

102 i 

15S I 

260 i 

7-2 ' 1 
183 

67 1 


92 

212 

431 

41 


146 . 
16 1 


5,996 . ^-J 
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Fhrishes United. 
(Derby.) 


Brought forward 
' Longston Little 
* Longston Great 

Curbar . 
! Harthill . . 
I Flagg . . . 
1 Hassop . 
' Wardlow Miers 
> Highlow 

Gratton • 
t Aldwarke • • 
I Abney and Abney 

Grange . . 
) Grange Mill, alias 

Ironbrook Grange 

Totals . 


Population 

in 

1831. 


23,999 

146 

566 

277 

65 

232 

121 

- 149 

62 

26 

97 

112 

27 


25,879 


Expended 
on Poor* 

Averages 

for the 

Yearsl836- 

37-38. 


£. 
5,996 
29 

108 
46 
25 
57 
92 
30 
18 
27 
25 

19 

20 


6,392 




9 » 

.a© 


35 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 

1 

1 


Totals 



Averages 

for the 

Years 1835- 

36^7. 

3,220 

482 

533 
95 

1,211 

306 

573 

219 

996 

200 

78 

44 

135 

29 

104. 

12 

426 

121 

238 

. 46 

333 

92 

153 

30 

273 

87 

418 

66 

993 

224 

815 

240 

10,448 

2,344 


57 


Declared to take place from and after 
31st July, 1838. 

hapbl-£N-vb-Frith 
Union : 

1 Chapel -en-le- Frith, 

including Bow- 
den's Edge, Brad- 
Shaw's Edge, and 
Coomb's Edge 

2 Fairfield . . . 

3 Buxton . . • 

4 Peak Forest . . 

5 Castleton . . , 

6 Brough and Shatton 

7 ThornhUl . . . 

8 Aston • . • . 

9 Hope .... 

Bamford . . . 

1 Edale . . • 

2 Derwent 

3 Hope Woodlands . 

4 Femilee . • 

5 Chinley,Bugsworth, 

and Brownside 

6 Haitington, Upper 

Quarter 


4 
1 
2 


2 
1 


22 


Declared to t^e place from and after 
4th December, 1837. 


CnESTERPiKLD Union : 

1 Chesterfield 

2 Brimmington . 

Carried forward 


5,575 
759 


6,334 


1,535 
61 


1,596 


3 
1 


Parishes United. 
(Derby.) 


Brought forward 

3 Calow • . . 

4 Hasland 

5 Newbold and Dun 

ston • • . 

6 Normanton Temple 

7 Pilsley . . 

8 Tapton • . 

9 Walton • . 

10 Ashover 

11 Dronfield . . 

12 Great Barlow • 

13 Little Barlow . 

14 Coal Aston 

15 Holmesfield . 

16 Unstone . • 

17 Bolsover . . 

18 Brackenfield . 

19 Morton . . , 

20 Eckington . . 

21 Heath . • . 

22 Killamarsh 

23 Staveley • . 

24 Sutton -cum -Duck 

manton . . 

25 Shirland and 

Higham . • 

26 Whittington . 

27 Wingerworth . 

28 North Wingfield 

29 Claylane . . 

30 Stretton . . 

31 Tupton . . . 

32 Woodthorpe . 

33 Brampton . . 

34 Wessmgton • 

Totals . 


} 


Popnlation 

in 

1831. 


6,334 
759 
569 

1,149 
146 
304 
171 
935 

2,504 

1,653 
581 
58 
300 
499 
596 

1,330 
363 
138 

3,948 
382 
774 

2,345 

700 

1,212 
740 
471 
256 
564 
439 
201 
231 

3,594| 




34,246 


Expended 
on Poor. 

Averages 

for the 

Years 1836- 

37^. 


£. 
1,596 
116 
271 

350 

28 

138 

57 

175 

661 

374 

102 

22 

97 

110 

215 

456 

117 

72 

851 

25 

215 

674 

135 

• 

352 
163 

167 
115 
165 
130 
92 
76 
643 
114 




8,874 




Declared to take place from and after 
19th October, 1837. 

Glossop Union : 

1 Glossop, including 

Glossop Dale, 

Charlesworth Chu- 
nal, Hadfield, and 
Dinting, Padfield, 
Simondley, and 
Whitfield . . . 7,897 938 

2 LudworthandChis- 
vvorth . . . 1,734 137 


Totals 


9,631 


1,075 


2 
1 

40 


14 

2 


16 


Declared to take place from and after 
5th December, 1837. 
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1 

Paiiffhes TTnlted. 
(Derby.) 

Population 

in 

1831. 

Expended 
on Poor. 

Averages 

ftnrlhe 

Years 1835 

3637. 

N amber of elect-j 

ed Gaardians. | 

Parishes United. 
(Derby.) 

Population 

in 

1831. 

Expended 
on Poor. 

Averages 

for tl^ 

Year» 1835- 

96-37. 

5 5| 
3 • 

Uayvibu) Union : 

County of Derby, 
1 Hayfield, including 
Great Hamlet, 
Kinder, Phoside . 

1,859 
3,538 

£. 

385 

649 

4 

5 
9 

Brought forward 

3 Mellor . . • • 
County of Chetier, 

4 Disley . « , . 

Totals • , . 

5,397 
2,059 

2,037 

£. 
1,034 

218 

248 

9 

4 

4 

2 Bteavd, includiag 
OUersett, Whittle, 

9,493 

1,500 

Thornsett . . . 

Declared to take place from loid after 

Carried forward 

5,397 

1,«34 

6th December, 1837 

• 



COUNTY OF LANCASTER. 


Salford Union : 

1 Salfovd . . • 

2 Pendleton • 

3 Broughton • • 

Canried forward 


40,786 
8,435 
1,589 


50,810 


Averages 

in the 

Yeavfl836- 

37-38. 


not yet 
deelared. 


10 

4 
3 

18 


Brought forward 
4 Pendlebury • 

TotaU • 


50,810 
1,556 

52, 366 


Averages 

Cor Uie 

Years 1836- 

37-3a 


ATerages 

not yet 

il»cland. 


17 

II 


18 


Daclared to take place from and after 
12th July, 1838. 


COUNTY OP LEICESTER. 


Barbow-^pon-Soar 
Union : 

1 Bam>w-upou*8oar 

2 MouBtsorrel,North1 

3 Mount8orrel,South/ 

4 Quorndon • • 

5 Woodhouse 

6 Newtown Lindford 

7 Kothley . . 

8 Swithlaod . • 

9 Thuicaiton • 

10 Anstey . • « 

11 Gropston • • 

12 Ulverscroft 

13 Wanlip . • 

14 Belgrave . . 

15 Birstall . . 

16 Thunnaston, South 

17 Barkby . . 
IS Barkby Thorpe 

19 Thurmaston, North 

20 Beeby . . . 

21 Oossington • 

22 Groxton, South 

23 Queeniborough 

Carried forward 


1,638 

1,602| 

1,752 

1,262 

449 

1,342 

352 

276 

850 

115 

100 

91 

969 

393 

947 

550 

72 

184 

120 

283 

315 

518 


14,200 


Averages 
for the 

YeanlSaS. 
36-37. 

812 
234 
236 
472 
489 
263 
397 
176 
15« 
313 
97 
38 
66 
409 
152 
267 
190 
51 
124 
104 
213 
170 
181 


5,610 


ftrd 

14,200 

AvwN^es 

for the 

Years 1835 

36^;. 

6,610 

23 

• • 

144 

69 


• • 

503 

262 


• • 

426 

194 


• . 

1,491 

474 


• . 

1,^9 

593 


■ ■ 

454 

163 

1 

le - 

289 

118 

I 

• . 

18,856 

7,483 

3d 


23 


Brought forward 

24 Katcliffe-on-the- 

Wreake 

25 Bearsby 

26 Seagrave • 

27 SUeby . . 

28 Svston . • 

29 ThruBsington 

30 Walton -on -the - 

Wolds 

Totals 

Declared to take place from and After 
nth September, 1837. 


LOUQHBOROUGH UnION : 

County of Leketter, 

1 Loughborough • 

2 Knight borpe • . 

3 Woudthorpe • . 

4 Belton • . ^ , 

Carried forward 


10,800 

f 

2,216 1 

A 

79 

50 

1 

90 

32 

I 

735 

347 

\ 

11,704 

2,645 

i 

7 
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h - "• 

' 

Expended 

IT 



Expended 

lectJ 

ins. 1 


Population 

on Poor. 

•9^ 


Population 

on Poor. 


Parislies United. 



o^ 

Parishes United. 



o| 


in 

Averages 

5? 


in 

Averages 

Is 

(Leicester.) 


for the 

JSo 

CLeloester.) 


for the 


183L 

Years 1 gas- 

V 


183). 

Years 1835 

I'S 



sed. 

"A 



36^. 

;zi 



^. 



£. 


Brought forward 

11,704 

2,645 

7 

Biought forward 

20,599 

5,601 

19 

harley • . . 

41 

15 

1 

16 East I^ake • . 

975 

346 


[athern • • 

1,289 

254 

1 

17 West Leake . . 

203 

111 


heepshead . . 

3,714 

1,200 

2 

18 Nonnaton-oa-Soar 

365 

149 


horpacre with 




19 Rempstone • . 

398 

156 


Dishley • » 

366 

157 

1 

20 Stanford • . . 

129 

65 


ifhatton Long 

855 

966 

1 

21 Sutton Bonnlngton 

1,136 

259 


restwould 

62 

45 

1 

2,% Willoughby^Qrthe- 

, 



urtoim)a-the- 




Wolds . . . 

465 

311 


VVolds . . . 

411 

245 

1 

23 Wysall .... 

271 

67 


otes • . , . 

68 

56 

1 

24 Thorpe-in-the-Glebe 

39 

21 


[oton 

401 
1,276 

254 
381 

1 

1 





teeswould . . 

ToUls • . 

23,580 

7,086 

28 

i/y of Nottingham* 




oithin^ock, or 




Declared to take place from and after 

Costock • . . 

412 

83 

1 
19 

9th September, 1838 

• 

Carried forward 

20,599 

5,601 






COUNTY OP LINCOLN. 


NC18TLB Union :♦ 

[omcagtle • 
'attershall 
attershall Thorpe 
'onuingsby p 
orksfead • . 
tixwould • • 
Jrkb^-on-Bain 
'umby . , , 
Loughton . , 
'crivelsby , . 
^alderby , , 
laltham • . 
lareham-le-Fen 
lareham-on-the- 
Hill . . . 

i^ood Enderby 
Vilksby . . 
loorby , , 
levesby , , 
Jlaxby Pluckacre 
Lshby West . 
'oyntou High 
'oynton Low . 
Iiimbleby . 
lameringham 
Vinceby . . 


Carried forward 



Averages 



for the 



Years 1834^ 



36-36. 


3,988 

1,960 

3 

599 

530 


284 

198 


1,773 

1,566 


179 

74 


221 

51 


274 

61 


322 

412 


118 

97 


129 

173 


42 

43 


143 

. 75 


625 

323 


193 

137 


210 

136 


67 

62 


154 

133 


646 

449 


25 

28 


391 

373 


164 

161 


108 

113 


364 

237 


158 

71 


65 

33 

28 

11,242 

7,496 


Brought forward 

26 Greetham • 

27 Asgarby 

28 Mioingsby • 

29 Martin . . 

30 Thornton . 

31 I..angton • 

32 WoodhaU . 

33 Horsington 

34 Bucknail , 

35 Edliogton . 

36 Hemingby • 

37 Waddingworth 

38 Wispingtov 

39 Baumber . 

40 Minting 
4 J Gautby 

42 Sturton, Great 

43 Hatton . . 

44 Wragby 

45 Langton-by-Wcagby 

46 Sotby . . 

47 Pant on 

48 Tupholme . 

49 Hagworthingham 

50 Ashby Puerorum 

51 Bag Enderby . 

Carried forward 


11,242 
152 

Averftges 
for the 

Years 1S34H 
35^. 

7,496 

138 

28 

149 

107 


354 

149 


£0 

67 


216 

95 


115 

59 


196 

105 


323 

255 


276 

224 


216 

152 


366 

180 


&Z 

^ 2« 


91 

64 


356 

224 


301 

73 


109 

65 


138 

87 


165 

86 


601 

198 


206 

124 


157 

96 


93 

93 


68 

138 


593 

236 


101 

91 


114 

37 1 

16,812 

10,659 

i 54 


* This Union was omitted in the Third Annual Report. 
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Expended 

11 



Expend^ 


PopuUUon 

on Poor. 

••1 


Population 

on Poor. 

Fttrishes United. 



o1 

Parishes United. 




in 

Averages 

6.5 


in 

Avertges 

(Linooln.) 


for the 

5o 

(Lincoln.) 


for the 


1831. 

Years 1834- 
35^. 



1831. 

Teats 1834 
35^ 

Brought forward 

16,812 

£10,659 

54 

Brought forward 

19,287 

£11,871 

52 Fulletby . . . 

250 

190 


62 Ranby .... 

109 

63 ^ 

53 Belchford . . . 

517 

312 


63 Asterby . . . 

231 

72 

54 Salmondby . • 

90 

39 


64 Qoulceby • 

252 

169 

55 Tetford .... 

690 

174 


65 Scamblesby 

413 

190 

56 Somersby • 

69 

64 


66 Cawkwell . . . 

44 

54 

57 Scrafield . . . 

36 

42 


67 Stainton, Market . 

132 

54 

58 Lusby • . . • 

140 

108 


68 Torrington, West . 

126 

47 

59 Barkwith, East . 

60 Barkwith, West . 

187 
113 

20 
39 





Totals . . 

20,584 

12,520 

61 Benni worth . • 

373 

224 





Declared to take place from and after 
16th January, 1837. 

Carried forward 

19,287 

11,871 

64 



COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX. 



East London Union : 
In the liberty of the 
city of London. 

1 St. Botolph, Bi- 

shopsgate 

2 St. Botolph, Aldgate 

3 St. Giles, Cripple- 

gate .... 

4 St. Botolph, Alders- 

gate, in the city of 
London, with the 
liberty of Glasjs- 
house-yard, in the 
county of Middle- 
sex, being part of 
the said parish of 
St Botolph,Alders- 
gate .... 

10,256 
9,615 

13,134 
5,306 

5,748 
4,580 

6,579 
2,32G 

6 
5 

7 
2 

West London Union : 

In the liberty of the 
city of London. 

1 St. Bride's, otheiw 

wise St. Bridget, 
Fleet Street . . 

2 St. Bartholomew the 

Great .... 

3 St. Bartholomew the 

j^ess • • • . 

4 St. Sepulchre, New- 

gate .... 

5 Bridewell precinct 

6 St. Andrew, Lower 

or City Liberty . 

7 St. Dunstan's West 

Totals . . 

6,860 
2,923 

863 

7,710 
456 

5,570 
3,443 

1 

5,014 

1,255 

336 

5,306 
330 

2,882 
2,399 

27,825 

17,522 : 

Totals . . 

31,311 

19,233 

20 



Declared to take place from and after 
12th December, 1837. 

l^cCi&nMl TO IclKu pi 

13th Decer 

nber, 1837 

m 


COUNTY OF STAFFORD. 


Lbek Union : 

1 Leek and Lowe 

2 Leek Frith . . 

3 Rushton James 

4 Rushton Spencer 

5 Heaton . . • 

6 Rudyard 

7 Uorton and Horton 

Hay, Blackwood 
and Crowborough 

8 Tittisworth 

9 Endon, Longsden, 

and Stanley . 
10 Bradnop & Caudery 

Carried forward 


6,374 

1,274 

5 

873 

347 

1 

304 

139 

1 

337 

196 

1 

402 

164 

1 

117 

29 

1 

970 

296 

2 

447 

89 

1 

1,003 

284 

2 

467 

185 

1 

11,294 

3,003 

16 


3,003 
6S0 
189 
149 
259 
183 
109 


Brought forward 

11 Norton-in-the-Moors 

12 Longnor • 

13 HoUings Clough 

14 Heathy Lea 

15 Quamtbrd . 

16 Sheen . 

17 Warslow and Klk- 

ston . • . 

18 Onecote . • 

19 Fawfield Head 

Totals . 


Declared to take place from and after 
2nd December, 1837, 
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COUNTY OF YORK, WEST RIDING. 


GooLE Union : 

County of York, fVest 
Biding. 

In the parish of Snaith 

1 Goole • 

2 Saaith . . 

3 Gowdall . 

4 PoUiugton . 

5 Cowick, East and 

West . . 

6 Rawcliffe . 

7 Hook . • 

8 Annin . . 

Parish of Whitgift 

9 Reedness . 

10 SwineBeet • 

11 Whitgift . 

12 Ousefleet . 

Parish of Adlingfleet: 

13 Adlingfleet 

14 Fockerby . . 

15 Haldenby • . 

16 Eastoft . • 

Carried forward 


} 


• 


# 

1,671 

885 
243 
483 

433 

402 

92 

272 

2 
1 
1 
1 

928 

1,450 

650 

667 

578 
592 
197 
255 

1 
2 
1 
1 

644 

1,055 

310 

243 

290 
460" 

96 

95, 

1 
1 
1 
1 

218 
103 

157 

89 

33 

f26 

124 

1 
1 
1 
1 

18 

9,607 

3,934 





Declared to take place fiom and after 
24th October, 1837. 

WoRTLBY Union: 

1 Wortley . • 

2 Ecclesneld . • 

3 Bradfield . . 

4 Tankersley 

5 Thurgoland • 

6 Oxspring . 

7 Huyland Swaine 

8 Penniston . 

9 Ingbirchworth 

10 liunshelf . . 

11 Langset 

12 Thurlstone 

Totals . 




^ . 




■fc> 



Expended J i 



Expended 



Population 

on Poor. 

U 69 


Population 

on Poor. 


Parishes United. 



«1 

Parishes United. 



ot 


in 

Ayerages 

S| 


in 

Averages 

*l 

(Stafford.) 

1831. 

for the 
Years 1835- 


(Stafford.) 

1831. 

for the 
Years 1835- 




36-37. 

IZi 



36-37. 

25 

Nbwcastle-undek 

_ 

£. 




£. 


Lyme Union: 




Brouiiht forward 

12,699 

4,210 

11 

I Newcastle-unde 

r- 



4 Cold Norton . . 

37 

15 


Lyme . • . 

. . 8,192 

1,662 

6 

5 Sandon 

558 

224 


2 Audley . 

. . 3.617 

893 

3 

6 Chehsey 

377 

120 


3 Madeley 

. . 1,190 

394 

2 

7 Milwich . . . 

551 

294 


4 Betley . . , 

, . 870 

163 

2 

8 Barlaston . . . 

514 

126 


5 Balterley . 

, . 305 

132 


9 Trentham . . . 

2,344 

1,144 

3 

6 Keel . . . 

. . 1,130 

344 


10 Swynnerton . • 

791 

358 

1 

7 Whitmore . . 

8 Maer 

281 

14^ 






1 ■ *lO I 

. . 505 

145 


Totals • . . 

17,871 

6,491 

20 

9 Chapel Chorltoi 

1 . 386 

124 


i 






Declared to take place from and after 




Totals , 

. . 16,476 

4,000 .18 

3rd February, 1838 

. 

Declared to ta 

ke place from 

and after 

WOOLBTANTON AND 




3rd 

April, 1838. 


Burslem Union: 







1 Woolstanton 

10,85 3 

2,161 

8 

Stonb Union : 




2 Burslem . . . 

12,71 4 

4,049 

8 

1 Stone 

. . -*7,808 

2,899 

6 

, 







2 Standon . . 

, . 420 

171 

1 

Totals . . 

23,567 

6,210 

16 

3 Eccleshall • . 

. . 4 471 

1 140 

4 

' 



& ^ A ^V 


Declared to take place from 

nnn Brffi* 






Carried forwa 

rd 12,699 

4,210 

11 

2d April, 1838. 



Brought forward 

9,607 

3,934 

18 

County of Lincoln. 




Parish of Luddington: 




17 Luddington. . 

470 

109 

1 

18 Gowthorpe, or Gar- 




thorpe .... 

454 

189 

1 

Totals . . 

10,531 

4,232 

20 


918 

348 

2 

. 7,911 

1,717 

4 

. 5,504 

1,299 

3 

678 

165 

1 

. 1,147 

178 

2 

283 

120 


748 

239 


708 

169 


371 

66 


531 

184 


320 

103 


. 1,599 

383 

2 

. 23,713 

4,962 

20 


Declared to take place from and after 
21st August, 1838. 
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—No. 8.— 

Comparative Statement of Expenditure for tbe Relief of the 
Poor in the Parish of Birmingham^ an<) in the Parish of Aston, 
during the Years ending 25th March, 1887, and 25th March, 
1838 :— 

PARISH OF BIRMINGHAM. 

Expenditure for the Reubf of the Poor during the Year ending 25th March, 1897. 

£, f. d. 


Workhouse expenses 
I,«e88 various sums 


Payments to out poor . • • « 
Less payments by relatives aud produce of sale 
of sand • • • • « 


Salaries of various officers • 

Medical salaries, drugs, &c. • • 

Expenses in employing paupers • 

Apprentice fees, &c. • • • 

Stationery, pdnting, and postage • 

Clothing • • « . • 

Payme^ on account of bastardy • 
I<iess receipts fi:om fathers , 

Payments to pau|)iers of otibier parishes 
Less repaymeats • • . 

Expenses at the asylum for children 
Less produce of labour, &c» • • 


Total expenditure 


« 


4,951 17 5 
284 18 10 

14,721 7 9 

1,132 10 1 


939 19 « 
474 4 

2,041 6 
1,742 12 6 

1,926 13 10 
353 8 


4,666 18 7 


13,588 17 8 

1,849 I 

1,054 18 

654 17 U 

99 7 3 

242 17 % 

191 17 


465 

298 13 6 

1,573 14 2 

£24,686 15 3 


N,Btf-*-As there was RO loss on advancing pensions, that item is omitted. 


Expenditure forthe Relief of the Poor for the Year ending 25th March, 1838. 




Workhouse expenses 
Less various sums 

Payments to out poor 
Less various receipts 


Expenses in emplojring paupers on sand-getting 
Ditto in breaking stones • . , • 


Less for stones aud sand sold 

Salaries of vsrious officers 
Medical salaries, drugs, &c. 
Apprentice fees, &c. • 
SUtionery, printing, &c. 


£. 8. tl, 
5,475 15 9 
1,415 18 2 

22,604 16 
83 3 

983 5 3 
2,218 19 8 

3,202 4 11 
2,281 11 

1,849 

1,095 7 8 

104 12 

353 7 1 


£, ». d. 

4,059 17 1 

22,521 13 


921 4 

1 ,849 

1,095 r 8 

104 12 

353 7 1 


Carried forward £30,905 1 4 
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Clothing; shoes, &€, • 
Payments to mothers of haal^^s 
Less receipts from fathers , 


Payflaents to pauptm «f o^ier parishes 
Less repayments • • . 




Children . • • 
Less produce of labour, &c. 






Total x>et expenditure 


9xi»]ght forvard £30,905 I 4 

347 16 3 

459 1 11 

195 19 1 

2,847 11 1 


347 16 3 

792 1 » 

232 19 6 

1^483 3 5 

1,292 4 4 

3,000 9 1 

152 18 


£34,755 10 8 


ASTON PARISH. 

S^XFBNOiTVRE lor the Rsu^f of the Fooe duriog the Year ending 25th March, 1837. 


Total expenditure • 

County rates 
Constables' bills 
Law expemaes cmd 8ury^y> ftf. 
Repayments of pensions . 
Receipts of bastardy money 
Ditto from other parishes, &€. 
Ditto from labow . • 
Vttteifi' )i£t^ &LQ, . , 
Suudiies • • • 

Police ofiice • . • 


Detb/cHtm9» 


£. «. 

d. 

£• s, d. 

« • 


9,974 6 

811 10 

9 


282 15 

§ 


77(> U 

4 


679 1 

3 


164 6 

8 


343 14 

8 

• 

U 16 

1 


37 4 

3 


11 10 




60 





i*w 

3,172 16 5 


^^^^^^ 


il^speoditure on the poor 


£6,801 9 7 


Samb for the Year ending 25th March, 1938, under i|ie Board of Guardians. 


First quarter^ 
Second quarter 
Third quarter 
Fourth quarter 

Total . 


Establishment. 


£. r. d, 

255 3 

280 1 6 

269 12 7 

224 12 5 


I ■ i> > 


929 6 9 


In-door Relief. 


£. «. ^. 

333 3 

146 16 3 

160 12 3 

171 if) « 


614 19 6 


Out-relief. 


£, «. 1^. 

862 13 1 
894 16 10 
797 7 5 
791 it 


3,346 12 4 


Add various items connected with the relief of the poor which! 
appear in the overseers' accounts • • . • • i 

Deduct various items received for b^tards, pen- 
sions, &c £261 18 8 

Also for items in establishment charges, for regis- 
trar's office, and rent of workhouse, &c. . 355 


Total expendiinre on the poor 


■^^ 


Total. 


£>» 9* d. 

1,250 13 7 

1,317 14 7 

1,227 12 3 

1,194 18 2 


4,990 18 7 
123 17 10 


5,114 16 5 


€16 18 8 


4,497 17 9 
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The comparisony therefore, stands ihas: — 

B1RMINGHA.K Pasish. ' £. 8, d. 

Expenditure in 1836-7 .... 24,68615 

Ditto 1837-8 . . . . 34,755 10 

Increase • .' . • £10,068 15 0, or 41 per cent. 

Abton Parish. 

Expenditure in 1836-7 .... 6,801 9 7' 

Ditto 1837-8 . . . . 4,497 17 9 


Decrease . . . £2,303 11 10 or 35 per cent. 


No. 9. 

Extracts from a ** Report on the Pronrress and Present State of 
Pauperism in Berwickshire." By George Turnbull, Esq., W.S., 
and Convener to a Committee of Inquiry (appointed by the Michael- 
mas Court) as to the Relief of the Poor in that County. 

^'The 17 parishes enumerated contained in 1831. a population of 
1 9,707 individuals, which is rather less than two-thirds of the entire 
population of the county. 

'^ The rental of these parishes upon which the property-tax was 
assessed in 1815 was 143,419/. Deducting one-seventh from this 
sum, there remains nearly 123,000/., which it is thought may be 
assumed as the present rental.* 

" The number of permanent paupers in these parishes in the year 
1837 was 688, and of* temporary ones 67, together 755. The pro- 
portion of paupers permanent and temporary to the population varies in 
the different parishes from 1 in every 60 individuals to 1 in 18, the 
average of the whole being 1 in 26. 

** It is a curious and instructive fact, that out of 259 of these paupers 
(being the whole with regard to whom the fact was ascertained), 121, 
or nearly a half, have children above the age of 21, and therefore able 
to contribute to their support. A very large proportion of these 
children are themselves married and have families. 

*' Of 177 paupers who answered the question, 99 stated that they 
would rather forego their allowances than enter a poor-house. 

'^ The average weekly allowance paid to each pauper amounts in one 
parish to \s, 6d., in another to 2^. 6d!., and in the rest to intermediate 
sums, the average of the whole being 22-f%^(i. 

" The following is a statement of the funds appropriated to the poor, 
with the mode of their application in 1836, in the 17 parishes referred, 
to:— 

* The data on which this calculation is made are these : — ^The rental of the 
pariuhes of Coldstream, Edrom, Polwarth, and Swinton, amounted, in 1815, to 
42,746/. (see Appendix.) According^ to the statements in the New Statistical 
Account, they now amount to 36,930/. (Coldstream being 12,000/., Edrom, 15,200/., 
Polwarth 1,730/., and Swinton 8000/.), and the reduction here is about a seventh. 
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I. Funds. 

£. s. d. 

1. Surplus of kirk-session funds 83 11 0^ 

2. Assessments for poor . . . £3^966 7 ^^ 
Deduct deficiency of kirk-session funds 

iu four parishes^ these funds not being 
adequate to pay the precentors^ 
beadleSj &c 10 6 


3,956 1 9A 

3, Extra funds 137 13 0^2 

Total funds £4,177 5 lOi^ 


II. Payuents. 

1. Allowances. £. «. d. 

To permanent poor • • • 3,441 14 6 

To temporary poor ... 274 8 10^| 


3,716 3 4^ 
2. Expenses. 

Of levying assessments aad mauaging 
poor . . . £237 10 6 
Of law pleas and other extras 141 1 4^ 

378 11 10^ 


4,094 15 2f3 


Surplus revenue ..... £82 10 7/^ 

*^ It tpay be remarked, that the church collections, which amount to 
182/. 8j. bd.y are equivalent to a payment of rather less than 2\d, 
yearly by each individual in the .population, and of this only a penny 
goes to the poor. 

" The assessments are equal to a rate of Hd. per pound, or 3i per 
cent, on the estimated rental, and to a payment of 4^ . yearly by each 
individual in the population. Adding collections at the churches, each 
individual contributes 4^. \d, yearly to support the poor. 

" In the year 1820 (the latest period to which the calculation has 
been made), the average number of the poor throughout Scotland, 
»s compared with the population, ascertained by the census 1811, 
was . . . • . • . • I in 40^o 

In the unassessed parishes, it was • . 1 in 45x-^o 

In the assessed parishes, it was . . . I in 32-i'i* 

In Berwickshire, it is . • . . 1 in 26 

" The expense of maintaining each pauper throughout Scotland was, 
in 18'^0, 2/. 11^. Sid yearly, or about Is. weekly .t With us it is 
Is. lOjcZ., or nearly double. 

** The average annual expense of maintaining the poor in Scotland 

* Remarks on the Poor Laws, by David Mouypenny, Esq., of Pitmilly, formerly 
one of the Senators of the College of Justice^ p. 47. 
t Ibid. 
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generally was found to be equivalent to a payment by each individual 

in the country of . • . • • . 1». 3a. 

In the unassessed parishes of . • • 0*. 8^0. 

In the assessed parishes . . • .2s. 3i%a* 

In Berwickshire, it is • . • • 4*» 1». 

** In all these comparisons the 06f«nty unfortunately appears to 
disadvantage."* 


No. II. 

ipRissENT State op Pauperism. 

An Account of the Number of Paupers, and of their average Weekly Allowances in 
each of the under-mentioned Parishes in Berwickshire for the year 1837, with other 
particulars. 


Parishes. 


Abbey St. Ba-l 
thans • . J 
Ayton . 
Chirnside 
Coldstream 
Dunse • 
Eccles • 
Edrom. 
Eyemouth 
Fogo • 
Foulden 
Greenlaw 
Hutton. 
Ladykirk 
LongformacQS. 
MordiuKton . 
Polwarth • • 
Swinton • 


Nuni'ber of Pau|>er8. 


a}g 

ao£3 
c — 


In 1837. 


a 

i 
I 


55 

56 

109 

130 

50 

30 

35 

10 

12 

48 

34 

18 

2 

18 

9 

38 


655 


63 

56 

106 

145 

47 

34 

42 

12 

9 

47 

33 

15 

7 

16 
12 
41 




I 


688 


2 

9 
24 

. • 
4 
1 

• • 
1 
1 

14 


1 
1 
4 


S 

& 


T 


a 

I 
I 


67 


65 
65 
130 
145 
51 
35 
42 
13 
10 
61 
38 
15 
7 
17 
13 
45 


755 


122 

1,602 

1,248 

2,897 

3,469 

1,885 

1,435 

1,181 

433 

424 

1,442 

1,099 

485 

425 

301 

288 

971 


^ 
A 


i\ 


A 
h 

H 


3, 
ta 
>* • 

> s 
& 

ta 

o 

> 

< 


20 


Pavvers 
who nave 
& liave not 

children 

above 

age of SI. 


Who 
have 
not. 


18 

20A 
22« 
18^ 

oi* 
24 

26 

20 

21ft 

25ft 

24 

23ft 

24 

24 


19,707 ^ 


22ft 


< a 

40 
• • 
23 
23 
2? 


Who 

have. 


Paopera 

who are 

williufi; and 

not willini; 

to %fi into a 

poorhouse. 


■iU I 


Yes. 


54 

. ■ 
22 
12 
17 


22 


138 





12 


121 


40 
1 


3] 

6 


No, 


38 
2 


5 
26 






"■Cm 

§•02 

££2 


o 5 — 

9 

> 

'a 

9 

a 
a 
< 





78 


19 


99 


£. 

1,238 

13,169 

9,667 

14,592 

16,196 

19,5.57 

16,288 

3,734 

4,777 

4,907 

5,477 

10,302 

5,407 

3,039 

3,203 

3,166 

8,700 


143,419 


Notes. 

1. In the Statistical Account, the number of paupers in Greenlaw is stated to be 28, 
but this appears, from the returns now received, to be an error for 48. 

2. The value of the real property in 1815 has been e^racted from the official abstract 
of the population returns, la this abstract the annual value of Edrom is stated at 
14,288/., but this must be a typographical error in place of 16,288/., because in 1815 the 
rental, as stated in a process of augmention of stipend, and acquiesced in by the he- 
ritors, was 17,000/., and it is now 15,200/. as stated in the late Statistical Account 

* If pauperism has increased generally throughout Scotland since 1820, the com- 
parison with Berwickshire will not appear so unfavourable for the latter; but in 
that case it will be the more necessary to apply effectual remedies to the evil, as it 
has become the more widely spread. 


